
Mini-Lesson 1:   What Is An Opinion?  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Step One  Teach:  “I want to show you…” 
Begin by asking students what the difference is between a fact 
and an opinion.  Build on their current knowledge, and correct 
any misconceptions as you give students information on how to 
differentiate an opinion from a fact.   

Recognizing an Opinion:  If a statement uses words such as 
always, never, should, all, none, most, least, greatest, best, and 
worst – then it most likely is an opinion because it represents 
someone’s personal feelings.  An opinion is a view or judgment 
formed about something, which may be based on fact or 
knowledge.   

Recognizing a Fact:  A fact can be checked and proven to be 
true.  No matter who says it, it’s true! 

Step Two   Model:  “Watch How I….” 

To model the learning activity, cut a picture out of a magazine 
and demonstrate composing 3 facts about the picture and 3 
opinions about it.   As you are writing your facts and opinions, 
think aloud about what distinguishes each as a fact and 
opinion.   Start opinion sentences with phrases such as:  I 
think /I don't think, I believe (that) /I don't believe (that), In 
my opinion, I feel that /I don't feel that.    

Step Three   Try:  “I invite you to….” 

Ask students to choose their own pictures to write about.  
Instruct them to write at least 3 facts about the picture and 3 
opinions about it.   After students complete their writing, ask 
them to pair up to exchange lists and check each others’ facts 
and opinions. 

Step Four  Connect and Conclude “Now you 
know….” 

Wrap up by allowing students to share any insights, questions 
or concerns that came up in writing or sharing their work.  Ask 
students to share in their own words how they would 
differentiate a statement as fact or opinion.    

  

In this mini-lesson students 

learn to distinguish fact from 

opinion with an engaging 

writing activity using 

magazine pictures. 

Key Question:  How do you 

distinguish a fact from an opinion? 

Materials:  magazines to cut up 

Focus Activity:  Students write 3 facts 

and 3 opinions about a magazine 

picture 

Extension:  Read published reviews of 

restaurants, movies, tv shows, or 

books.  Highlight facts in one color, 

opinions in another.  Compare and 

discuss. 

Extra Resources: 

Fact vs. Opinion graphic organizer: 

http://www.eduplace.com/graphicor

ganizer/pdf/factopin.pdf 

Fact and Opinion sorting activity: 

http://www.tips-for-

teachers.com/Mini%20Lessons.htm 

Fact and Opinion WebQuest: 

http://edujourney.net/Webquests/Po

larBear/PolarBear.htm 

 

 

This mini-lesson addresses the following Common Core State Anchor Standards for English Language Arts: 

Writing 1 Speaking and Listening 1 Language 6 

http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/pdf/factopin.pdf
http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/pdf/factopin.pdf
http://www.tips-for-teachers.com/Mini%20Lessons.htm
http://www.tips-for-teachers.com/Mini%20Lessons.htm
http://edujourney.net/Webquests/PolarBear/PolarBear.htm
http://edujourney.net/Webquests/PolarBear/PolarBear.htm

