
Mini-Lesson 5:   Supporting Your Opinion with Evidence        
from the Text  
 

Step One  Teach:  “I want to show you…” 
Start by reviewing that students have thus far learned how to 

form, write and support a clear and convincing opinion.  Tell 

students that today, they will learn how to support their reasons 

with textual evidence. 

For each reason used to support an opinion about a text, at least 

one piece of textual evidence should be given to support that 

opinion.   Textual evidence comes directly from the text and 

answers the question, “What specifically in the text leads you to 

that opinion?”  While your reasons tell why you have an opinion, 

your evidence shows why.    Include these points as you teach 

students about textual evidence: 

 Use key words or phrases to signal to your reader that you 

are going to provide evidence such as:  for example, 

therefore, for instance, specifically, to illustrate, to 

demonstrate, take the case of 

 Use page numbers whenever possible with your evidence 

 Use direct quotes (in quotation marks) when possible 

 Choose the strongest evidence that links most clearly to 

your reason 

 An opinion about a text always should have evidence from 

that text, but a general opinion can get evidence 

elsewhere: (i.e. quoting experts, statistics, etc.) 

Step Two   Model:  “Watch How I….” 

Draw a diagram to review the flow and organization of a 

supported opinion statement (such as the one shown on the 

right).  Remind students that the number of reasons and evidence can vary, but for each there always 

must be more than one.  Then, using a familiar text, complete the diagram.  When you get to the 

evidence boxes, demonstrate how to go back to the book to locate and mark evidence to support your 

opinion.   (Offer specific strategies such as: marking pages with sticky notes, highlighting, or recording 

page numbers and quotes on a bookmark.)  Then, model for students explicitly how you turn your 

diagram into a written opinion piece.   Be sure to emphasize the key evidence writing teaching points:  

using key words/phrases, using quotation marks and providing page numbers.   

Step Three   Try:  “I invite you to….” 

In this mini-lesson students 

learn how to use textual 

evidence to support an 

opinion about the text. 

Key Question:  How do you locate 

and reference textual evidence to 

support an opinion?   

Materials:  diagram of opinion 

argument (such as the one below) 

 

Focus Activity:  Students diagram an 

opinion including reasons and 

evidence and then use their diagram 

to write an opinion piece. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Invite students to diagram a book (or article) opinion of their own.  Remind students that they should 

choose one of the strategies you mentioned to locate and record the evidence to support their reasons.  

Then, using their completed diagram as a reference, have them write out their opinion piece with 

supporting reasons and evidence.    

Step Four  Connect and Conclude “Now you know….” 

Lead a discussion about today’s lesson and activity using these questions: 

 Did the process of diagramming your opinion help you as a writer?  How? 

 What method did you utilize to locate and record evidence to support your opinion?  Would you 

recommend your strategy to others?  Why or why not? 

 Did you run into any difficulties with finding evidence to support your reasons?  How did you 

deal with those difficulties? 

 When you had multiple pieces of evidence you could use to support your opinion, how did you 

decide which evidence to use? 

Collect students’ diagrams and statements to review as an informal assessment of their progress with 

opinion writing.  Use the diagrams and the information you collect during the discussion to plan follow-

up lessons.  Let students know that next they will learn the final step:   writing a conclusion for an 

opinion argument.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This mini-lesson addresses the following Common Core State Anchor Standards for English Language Arts: 

Writing 1, 4, 9, 10 Reading 1, 5, 10  Speaking and Listening 1 Language 3, 6 


