
Mini-Lesson 2:   Forming an Opinion                              

about a Text                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Step One  Teach:  “I want to show you…” 

Many students are comfortable forming a general opinion about a 

text (either “I liked it” or “I didn’t like it”), but few know how to form 

a specific opinion that demonstrates critical thinking.  To begin, title 

a piece of chart paper with “Text Opinions.”   Brainstorm with 

students specific aspects of texts (both fiction and nonfiction) that 

you could form an opinion about.  As you record student ideas on 

your opinion chart, discuss how many of the aspects may overlap 

the genres (such as qualities of writing like ideas, design, language, 

or presentation or even characteristics like theme or connections), 

others may be specific to fiction or nonfiction (such as plot or 

informational accuracy). 

Keeping the common core reading standards in mind, be sure to 

include in your discussion any of the following that your students 

are ready to address:   character/plot/idea development, word 

choice and its relationship to meaning and tone, point-of-view (or 

purpose) as it relates to content and style, validity of reasoning and 

sufficiency of evidence within the text, and what the reader can 

infer from the text.     

Leave the chart hanging in your classroom for students to refer to 

when writing. 

Step Two   Model:  “Watch How I….” 

Using a familiar text, model forming an opinion about at least one 

aspect that you listed on your chart in step one.  Think aloud about 

how specifically you are evaluating that aspect.  “When I am forming an 

opinion about the author’s purpose in writing this nonfiction book, I’m thinking 

about the different parts of the book that might tell me why he wrote this book 

about global warming.  I can tell from the table-of-contents that most of the 

chapters are informational about the causes and process of global warming, so I 

could say that the purpose of the book is to inform people about global warming, 

but I’m going to look for evidence of a deeper purpose.  I see here that the final two 

chapters are called “Believe It or Not” and “What Can I Do About Global Warming?”  

When I go to the chapter entitled “Believe It or Not,” I can see that he is convincing 

the reader that most scientists and most scientific research supports the concept of 

global warming.  So, I’m thinking that his purpose in writing the book is to convince 
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the reader that global warming is occurring and that is a problem.   But, let me take a look at the last chapter entitled “What 

Can I Do About Global Warming?.”   I see here that this chapter outlines how the reader can take personal steps to prevent 

global warming like turning off lights, planting trees and riding a bike instead of driving a car. So, after digging deep into this 

book, I think the authors purpose is to convince us to take action to prevent global warming. I think he gave us all the other 

information about global warming to support his argument that it is important to change our actions to stop global warming. 

Based on your think-aloud, compose a written opinion about the book.   “In my opinion, the book Kids Learn 

About Global Warming was written by Peter Lininger to convince his readers to take action to prevent global warming.   While 

he does teach the reader about global warming and presents evidence to show that it is occurring and is a problem, he uses all 

that information to convince us to make changes in our lives that will help stop global warming.   

Remind students that this is your opinion, which expresses your point of view and the reasons for it, 

which may include facts.   Emphasize that you thoughtfully constructed your opinion by examining the 

text, which is how they should go about forming opinions about texts.   

Step Three   Try:  “I invite you to….” 

Ask students to choose their own aspect of a text to form an opinion about and spend five minutes 

searching their book and gathering their thoughts.   Next, have students to get in pairs and “think aloud” 

for their partner (as you did) to show the thinking behind forming their opinion.  After the paired think 

alouds, students should each write down their own opinion and a few thoughts about how they arrived 

at that opinion.   

Step Four  Connect and Conclude “Now you know….” 

Wrap up by collecting and reading aloud several of the student opinions on different aspects of text.  As 

a class, comment on the strengths of the opinions and make suggestions for strengthening the opinions.  

Make the point that while opinions are indeed personal feelings, they can (and should) be arrived at 

only through deep thinking and close examination of the text.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This mini-lesson addresses the following Common Core State Anchor Standards for English Language Arts: 

Writing 1, 9, 10              Speaking and Listening 1                    Language 6                    Reading 1, 2 , 4, 5, 6 


