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READ-REMEMBER-REPRESENT-RETELL 

Strategy description: 
 
Read, remember, represent, retell helps you remember and understand what you read by 
recalling it in three ways:  1) to yourself in your own head, 2) on paper in writing and 3) to a 
friend. These activities help you make connections to what you have just read and thus, make 
it easier for you to remember the content and to verbalize it. 

1. READ: Read a small selection of text. 
Explain that the amount of text is a personal choice. You need to read enough that you have at 
least one main idea and supporting details to remember. However, you don’t want to read so 
much that you cannot recall enough information to explain the idea to someone else.  

2. REMEMBER: Try to remember what you have just read 
Explain that this is a silent process. You’re thinking in your head about what you have just read – 
imagining that you’re retelling it to somebody else. Note that if students are having trouble at this 
step, they need to STOP and reread (perhaps a smaller section of text) before proceeding to the 
next step! 

3. REPRESENT: Draw a sketch or Make a word web about what you have just read 
Explain that during this third step students get to make a choice. Tell students that they may 
want to make the choice based on which method appeals to them more (the method you like 
more will probably help you remember the content best). However, they may also find that some 
sections of text lend themselves more to a sketch while others would be difficult to sketch, but 
easy to web. 

  

4. RETELL: Retell it to a partner 
Remind students that during the traditional tales unit, they had lots of practice with retelling!  
Explain that even though the genre has changed, the key retelling principles remain the same.  
Students need to engage their listener, retell as much as possible and try to use the vocabulary 
that was used in the actual text 
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