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COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS & SCIENCES 

The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (CLAS or the College), established in 1900, is one of 
the oldest and most distinguished colleges among its peers. It is the largest of the 11 colleges 
that comprise the University of Iowa, with 42 departments spanning the visual, performing, 
literary, and cinematic arts; humanities; natural and mathematical sciences; social and 
behavioral sciences; and communication disciplines. Of the 18,000 students, approximately 15 
percent of undergraduate and ten percent of graduate students come from historically 
underrepresented groups.  

CLAS’ undergraduate students can choose from 68 undergraduate majors, 73 minors, and 22 
interdisciplinary certificate programs. About 60 percent of CLAS undergraduate students come 
from Iowa, representing all 99 counties. More than 1,700 international students study in CLAS—
approximately ten percent of the total CLAS undergraduate and graduate enrollment. Nineteen 
percent of CLAS undergraduate and graduate students identify as coming from U.S. minority 
populations. CLAS is responsible for administering and providing courses for the University’s 
General Education Program and plays a major role in the quality of undergraduate education at 
Iowa. CLAS is committed to undergraduate student success, and has a robust departmental 
student advising structure.  

The College also plays a significant role in graduate and professional education at the 
University. Forty-two percent or more of all UI graduate students have been enrolled in 
programs administered in CLAS departments. Each year, approximately 48 percent of all UI 
masters degrees and 40 percent or more of UI doctoral degrees are awarded to students in 
CLAS departments. CLAS collaborates with the Graduate College on the administration of 
graduate programs, as well as crucial resources for graduate students. 

CLAS has 700 tenured and tenure-track faculty members devoted to research, teaching, and 
service to their disciplines, the University, and the state of Iowa. In FY 2017, CLAS faculty 
garnered about $53.7 million in external research funding. CLAS faculty have established 
graduate programs in audiology, printmaking, creative writing, and speech-language pathology 
that rank first in the nation; those in social psychology, fine arts, paleontology, plasma physics, 
and clinical psychology are in the top ten; several others are counted in the top 25. CLAS has 
200 instructional faculty engaged in the teaching mission of the College, and they are 
responsible for the delivery of instruction in many general education courses. Approximately 
seven percent of tenure-track faculty and 6.5 percent of non-tenure track faculty come from 
historically underrepresented groups.  

The College has a strong shared governance model, and the CLAS Executive Committee is 
composed of the dean, associate deans, and nine elected members from the faculty. The 
Executive Committee meets weekly to serve as an advisory committee to the academic deans 
and serve as a conduit from the dean to the faculty. The CLAS Faculty Assembly is an elected 
representative body of the College that meets regularly during the academic year to deliberate 
and act on policy questions. The University of Iowa Faculty Senate is composed of 80 
representatives of all academic units of the University and serves as the principal channel of 
communication between faculty members and the central administration of the University. A 
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CLAS faculty member serves as an officer of the Senate, and over 25 tenured and non-tenured 
CLAS faculty serve in the Senate Council and as at-large members. 

The current CLAS strategic plan focuses on strengthening connections within CLAS and 
between CLAS and other communities. The plan identifies four goals: 1) Advancing research, 
scholarship, and creative activity; 2) Enriching undergraduate and graduate education; 3) 
Promoting outreach and public engagement; and 4) Creating a culturally diverse and globally 
conscious community. The full plan can be accessed here: CLAS Strategic Plan 2016-2021 

The College faculty and staff are well positioned to further implement the goals outlined in this 
strategic plan and collaborate on recommendations for how CLAS can contribute to the three 
pillars of the University’s plan of research, student success, and engagement while addressing 
the administrative and academic needs of CLAS. The full UI strategic plan can be accessed 
here: UI Strategic Plan 2016-2021. 
 
THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
 
The University of Iowa (UI), located in beautiful and diverse Iowa City, enrolls over 32,000 
students and has more than 2,500 regular faculty. Founded in 1847 as Iowa’s first public 
institution of higher education, UI has won international recognition for achievements in the 
sciences, the humanities, and the arts. UI was the first public university in the United States to 
admit women and men on an equal basis and the first institution of higher education to accept 
creative work in theater, writing, music, and art as theses for advanced degrees. It established 
the first law school and the first educational radio station west of the Mississippi, broadcast the 
world’s first educational television programs, and developed and continues to hold preeminence 
in educational testing. UI has been a member of the Big Ten Conference since 1899 and a 
member of the Association of American Universities (AAU) since 1909.  
 
UI is a major national research university with a solid liberal arts and sciences foundation. 
Respected for its excellence in education, passion for discovery, and tradition of public service, 
the university offers a close-knit intellectual community that draws students and scholars from 
around the world. It is home to the Iowa Writer’s Workshop, an internationally acclaimed 
graduate level creative writing program that claims 17 Pulitzer Prize awardees among its 
alumnae. According to the Chronicle of Higher Education, for the past several years the UI has 
been a top producer of Fulbright Scholars. UI has world-renowned research programs in 
genetics, hydraulics, vision, speech and hearing, muscular dystrophy and cystic fibrosis, and 
has recorded major innovations in biocatalysis, biomedical engineering, biomedical sciences, 
and medical education. Iowa scientists, including James Van Allen, have been pioneers in 
space research, designing and building research instruments for more than 50 successful U.S. 
satellites and space probes. It also has developed the most technically advanced driving 
simulator in the world. The visual and performing arts have a strong presence on campus, with 
a large art collection in the UI Museum of Art, and hundreds of performances available to 
students and the community each year.    
 
Of the 32,000 students enrolled at UI, about 24 percent—or more than 7,000—are pursuing 
graduate or professional degrees. Approximately 19 percent of these students come from 
historically under-represented groups. Fifty-six percent of students come from Iowa and 34 
percent from other states. International students from over 100 countries make up ten percent of 
the university’s enrollment. The faculty numbers over 2,500 members and there are about 
16,000 staff. The total annual operating budget is about $3.9 billion, and the university maintains 
more than 50 major buildings, most of them within walking distance of one another. In addition 

https://clas.uiowa.edu/sites/default/files/deans-office/CLAS_STRATEGIC_PLAN%20_2016_2021.pdf
https://provost.uiowa.edu/strategic-plan-2016-2021
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to CLAS, other colleges include: Business, Education, Engineering, Dentistry, Law, Medicine, 
Nursing, Pharmacy, and Public Health, and a Graduate College.   

The University is focused on three strategic goals: performing high-impact research; providing a 
transformational educational experience that guides UI students to become engaged citizens; 
and engaging with Iowa and the world to broaden education, improve health, and enhance 
economic development. Despite its size, scope, and stature, UI feels like a much smaller 
community where people know each other and collaborate.  

Leadership and Governance 
 
Bruce Harreld became the 21st president of the University of Iowa on November 2, 2015. He 
previously served on the faculty of Harvard Business School from 2008 to 2014, with dual 
appointments to the entrepreneurial and strategy units. He was faculty chair of the Building New 
Businesses in Established Organizations program, and, as a faculty member, taught in 
numerous executive programs in Cambridge, Qatar, Mumbai, and Shanghai. President Harreld 
has also served in several corporate leadership positions, including senior vice president and 
division president of Kraft General Foods, president and board member of Boston Market Co., 
and senior vice president of IBM. He holds a Bachelor of Engineering degree from Purdue 
University and an MBA from Harvard University.  
 
Sue Curry was appointed interim executive vice president and provost at the University of Iowa 
on April 1, 2017. Prior to her appointment, Dr. Curry was dean of the UI College of Public 
Health, where she holds the rank of distinguished professor in the Department of Health 
Management and Policy. Before joining the UI College of Public Health in 2008, Dr. Curry held 
senior leadership positions at the Institute for Health Research and Policy in the University of 
Illinois at Chicago School of Public Health, the University of Washington School of Public Health 
and Community Medicine, and the Group Health Cooperative.  
 
The UI Council of Deans is characterized by collaborative and strategic decision making.  
Various examples of cross-collegiate partnerships abound on campus, including both research 
and instructional initiatives. A highly prized spirit of cooperation and “raising all boats” is central 
to achieving the university’s strategic plan, which places special emphasis on the 
multidisciplinary opportunities available on a comprehensive campus.   
 
The Iowa Board of Regents is the governing body for Iowa’s public universities, which include 
the University of Iowa, Iowa State University, and the University of Northern Iowa, and two 
special preschool/K-12 schools: the Iowa School for the Deaf and the Iowa Braille and Sight 
Saving School. The Board of Regents was created by the Iowa General Assembly in 1909 and 
is composed of nine citizen volunteers appointed by the governor and confirmed by the Iowa 
Senate, serving staggered six-year terms. The Board provides oversight, establishes system-
wide policies, and approves academic programs, budgets, tuition and fees, and capital projects.  
 
Campus and Student Life 
 
The University of Iowa provides students with the energy and opportunity of a leading university, 
but it remains one of the smallest and most affordable universities among its peer institutions. UI 
has a student-to-teacher ratio of 16:1 and more than 75 percent of classes have 30 students or 
fewer. Students benefit by learning from and researching with top professors in fields across the 
curriculum.  
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More than 90 percent of first-year students choose to live on campus across 15 dormitory 
facilities in three neighborhoods. Some students participate in a living-learning community that 
includes other students with similar academic and/or personal interests. UI students also have 
the opportunity to join nearly 500 clubs and organizations and play in more than a dozen 
intramural sports.  
 
Students have access to a number of resources on campus that promote their success and well 
being, including the Center for Diversity and Enrichment which provides precollege student 
development, assistance with facilitating the enrollment process, academic coaching, and 
programs and activities that support the ability of underserved students to thrive and succeed. 
Students also have access to the Pomerantz Career Center for Leadership and Career 
Advancement as well as the Office of Study Abroad. In 2016-17, nearly 1,250 students studied 
abroad in 70 different countries around the world.  
 
Finances 
 
The UI FY 2018 General Education Fund operating budget was approximately $739 million, with 
about 65 percent of the budget coming from tuition & fees and nearly 30 percent coming from 
state appropriations. For academic year 2017-18, CLAS undergraduate tuition & required fees 
for in-state residents was $8,985.50 and $30,608.50 for out-of-state undergraduate students. 
The University is in the process of transitioning to a new responsibility centered management 
(RCM)-based budgeting model with the goal of establishing a process that empowers unit 
leaders to prioritize funding in order to support their respective missions and to improve financial 
transparency. This collaborative process and budget model allows the University to develop a 
General Education Fund budget that reinforces its principles and mission of education, 
research, and discovery, while also addressing downward adjustments in state appropriations. 
 
The University of Iowa Center for Advancement (UICA) is a separate 501c(3) organization 
solely dedicated to engaging alumni and friends of the University of Iowa, soliciting and 
accepting philanthropic support for UI, and administering endowed funds—which total over $1 
billion. The UICA is the result of an historic merger between the UI Alumni Association and the 
UI Foundation. The CLAS fundraising team (UICA employees with a cost sharing agreement 
with the College) consists of an assistant vice president, an executive director of development, 
two associate directors and two assistant directors of development. 
 
Location 
 
The University of Iowa is located in Iowa City, a welcoming and diverse community of 
approximately 75,000 people in eastern Iowa. Often ranked in national magazine articles as one 
of the most livable communities in the country, Iowa City boasts excellent public schools, safe 
and comfortable neighborhoods, and a highly educated population. Iowa City has been named a 
UNESCO City of Literature, which brings major poets, writers, artists, and others to speak or 
perform in University venues or to read at local bookstores. In the summers, Iowa City sponsors 
weekly downtown jazz and pop concerts, a growing farmers market, and numerous festivals. 
The community offers some of the nation’s best and largest health care facilities, a variety of art 
and theatrical attractions, and research programs that are changing the world.  
 
A true community spirit is alive in Iowa City and nearby communities Efforts to strengthen 
economic and workforce development, education, entrepreneurship, culture, and quality of life 
bring together dedicated cross-sections of leaders from government, industry, social services, 
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and education. As a result, individuals who relocate here experience both professional and 
personal fulfillment.  
 
The nearby countryside, scenic state parks, and the Iowa River provide many opportunities for 
walking, biking, and boating. Twenty miles to the north is Cedar Rapids, Iowa’s second-largest 
city, home to the Eastern Iowa Airport, and a population of about 130,000 people. Chicago, St. 
Louis, Kansas City, and Minneapolis/St. Paul are within easy driving distance from campus.  
 
For more information on the University of Iowa, please visit www.uiowa.edu 
 
 

http://www.uiowa.edu/

