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This section addresses pesticide sprays and the hazardous, and injury 
associated with improper handling and application.  

 
Spotting potential hazards is of utmost importance, always use chemicals in 

accordance with the manufacturer’s labels as well as consulting its material safety 
data sheets (MSDSs).  

 
 Assess the effectiveness of protective equipment, decanting, spray and wash 

down procedures, operator training and safe practices. One should also evaluate the 
risk of contamination and the severity of harmful effects to the operator.  

 
Spot Hazards 
 

 check spray equipment 

 ensuring safe handling 

 use protective equipment 

 operator training and awareness 

 supervise new/young workers. 
 

Pesticides and the Body 
 

Understand how pesticides enter and affect the body and employ the use of 
personal protective equipment (PPE) to prevent contact. Pesticides enter the body in 
one of 3 ways: 

1. absorption through skin contact, (most notably the eyes) 
2. inhalation of fumes, vapors and dusts; 
3. Accidental swallowing  

If you come into contact: Wash thoroughly with soap and water, remove any 
clothing that may have also come into contact with chemical/pesticide. For contact 
with the eyes- run under water for 15 minutes, if the situation warrants seek medical 
advice.  
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Take the proper precautions: 
 

 Provide a first aid kit that includes a towel, clean clothing, a resuscitation mask 
for expired air resuscitation, disposable eye wash bottle and eye wash solution, 
soap, nailbrush, and clear instructions on what to do with this equipment. 

 Keep fresh water close by for washing. 

 Advise someone where you will be working and how long you intend to be gone. 
Otherwise ensure you have a two-way radio for emergency calls. 

 Have a family member or other person at the farm attend first aid classes. 

 Check the labels, MSDSs or other safe handling guides for your pesticides, to 
ensure you have the correct antidotes, emergency equipment and facilities 
required by labels and MSDSs. 

 Stop work immediately and seek medical attention if there is any sign of 
muscular spasm, blurred vision, excessive saliva or difficulty breathing. Suspect 
pesticide poisoning with any of these symptoms. 

 If regularly using pesticides, an annual medical examination is recommended 
before and after the spraying season, and more frequently with some chemicals. 

 
 
 
 

 
For further information please contact the CDC at 

800-CDC-INFO (232-4636) or visit CDC.gov 
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