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Maintenance Workers Must Maintain Safety

Maintenance employees are confronted with many
hazards that can cause injury or death.

One such hazard is exposure to asbestos. This
exposure can be the result of performing tasks,
such as repairing pipes, stringing telephone cable
or installing new electrical wires.

The asbestos hazard

Employees who work in areas that contain
asbestos, but who do not remove asbestos, must
be trained as associated workers. If you are an
associated worker, you need initial training in the
hazards of asbestos and the ways to protect
yourself and others from exposure. Included in this
training, which must be repeated annually, will be
methods on the use of respirators, cleaning up
loose asbestos and establishing protective zones to
prevent exposure to others in the area. Typically,
asbestos removal on a large scale is performed by
outside contractors who have been specially
trained on how to perform this work in a safe
manner.

Exposure

The work of maintenance employees carries them
throughout the facility. Maintenance workers in a
health care facility, for example, travel through
patient care areas and into Maintenance Workers
Must Maintain Safety laboratories. They have the
potential of exposing workers to a number of
hazards, such as infection, vapors emitted from
glue in floor tiles or the vapors of paint used to
freshen up walls.

Communicate the hazards

Under the "Hazard Communication Standard,” as
dictated by the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration, an important obligation exists. This
obligation requires maintenance staff to discuss
hazards with managers and other workers so they
can be prepared to take action to protect
themselves.

Maintenance workers may be exposed o a variety
of chemicals used in their tasks or used in the areas
they working. Not only must the maintenance
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department share information about the work it
performs and the materialist uses, workers in other
departments must warn maintenance employees
about the potential hazards they will be exposed
to. This includes steps they might need to take to
protect themselves.

Precautions could include personal protective
equipment and other controls.

Remember, hazard communication is a two-way
street.
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1. Maintenance work is the least hazardous job.
o True
o False

2. Asbestos removal must be carried out by
specially trained workers.
o True
o False

3. Outside contractors typically take care of
asbestos removal.
o True
o False

4. Maintenance workers can be exposed to a
variety of hazards throughout the workplace.
o True
o False

5. Hazard communication is important for the
safety of maintenance workers.
o True
o False
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BEFORE THE TALK - TIPS

Review the hazards of asbestos exposure in
your department and prepare to discuss
precautions with workers.

Go over the "Hazard Communication Standard"
and make sure your workers understand what
it means.

Think of a scenario where both maintenance
staff and other workers would benefit from
effective hazard communication. Share this
scenario with your employees.

Gather samples of personal protective
equipment workers should wear to protect
themselves against hazardous exposures.
Identify the location of material safety data
sheets for the chemicals in your work area. All
workers, including maintenance staff, must
have access to them.

If maintenance employees work alone, they
need a means of quickly communicating with
someone. Review your company's procedures.
Maintenance staff can be injured or killed by
workplace machinery. Make sure everyone is
following correct lockout procedures - every
time.

AFTER THE TALK- CHECKLIST

PROVIDED FOLLOW-UP TO WORKERS THAT DID

POORLY ON THE QUIZ
NAME:

DATE:

OBSERVED WORKERS
TASK(S):

DATE:

REFRESHER TRAINING
TOPIC(S):

DATE:

OTHER (DESCRIBE):
MEETING DATE:
LOCATION:

ANSWERS:
1. False
2. True
3. True

4. True
5. True
6. True
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ATTENDANCE

INSTRUCTOR: DATE:

SAFETY TALK:
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