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NON-CREDIT MUSIC COURSES 
 
Semester-Long Courses: January 20–May 15 
Enrollment Deadline: January 31, 2020 

Forerunner Music Academy music courses are skill-based and require participation, as well as 

observation. Non-credit students will receive the same one-on-one attention as FMA students do. All 

students will have the opportunity to lead worship, complete assignments, and be evaluated through 

tests and quizzes. 

 

Please email fma@ihopu.org if you are interested in taking any of the courses listed below. You will also 

need to schedule an assessment with fma@ihopu.org for courses noted assessment required. Upon 

completion of an assessment you will be able to enroll for the course (see detailed enrollment 

instructions on the Enrollment Form). Course times are available from FMA upon request. 

 

 
Music Theory, Levels 1–4 — John Nielsen or Josh Grajer 
Monday–Friday, various course times 

*Assessment required, except for level 1 

The four levels of FMA Theory classes include Keyboard Skills (scales, chords, and playing 

prophetically), Ear Training (recognition of chord progressions and sight singing), and Theory 

(Nashville Numbers, key signatures, and chord building). 

 

 

Bass, Levels 1–4 — Judah Earl 
Monday–Friday, various course times 

*Assessment required, except for level 1 

In these classes, we will complete a music journal full of licks, ideas, compositions, worship songs and 

progressions, lesson plan, notes, etc.  This manuscript journal could be a life-long capsule of 

progression, revelations, and ideas building a strong foundation for personal style, concept, and 

creativity.  Journal “Entries will be dated and logged down for weekly assignments and future/long 

term purposes.  This journal is intended to be a helpful tool for connecting all music and personal 

studies at FMA.  By the end of this course, we will have developed a strong tool of understanding our 

own prophetic gift as a musician through our Music Journal. 

 

 

Drums, Levels 1–3 — Gabriel Hancock or Travis Damme 
Monday–Friday, various course times 

*Assessment required, except for level 1 

In these classes, we cover basic concepts of rhythm and dynamics that will help you play drums in a 

worship context. This includes learning basic stickings and rudiments along with basic rock beats.  
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Using the drummer’s alphabet, the student gains a general understanding of how to divide 16th notes 

into many possibilities on the snare, around the kit, and as grooves.  They also transcribe and learn a 

worship song. 

 

 

Guitar, Levels 1–3 — Dennis Norton 
Monday–Friday, various course times 

*Assessment required, except for level 1 

FMA guitar classes go in depth in the areas of guitar technique, fingerboard knowledge, scale forms, 

chord forms, strum patterns, improvisation, and practical applications in playing worship songs. The 

levels of guitar systematically advance the student from their current level towards more confidence, 

consistency, creativity, and control on the instrument to a point where they are able to hear a chord 

progression or melody and immediately play it on the instrument. 

 

 

Keys, Levels 1–3 — John Nielsen 
Monday–Friday, various course times 

*Assessment required, except for level 1 

Over the course of the levels of keys offered at FMA, students will grow in their understanding and 

application of chords and inversions, accompaniment patterns, song arranging, composition, and the 

role(s) of a keyboardist in a worship team.  Students will also work to grow in their knowledge of jazz 

and improvisation, gospel, and classical literature.  These skills are meant to be an aid and an 

encouragement in whatever area of life and music a student will enter after his or her time at FMA. 

 

 

Fundamentals of Singing — Heather Johnson 
Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10am-11am 

In Fundamentals of Singing we will focus on establishing foundational vocal skills through building 

around a solid core of vocal technique in the areas of vocal health, posture, breath support, song 

preparation, and Biblical meditation. We will also explore singing solid melody lines with accurate pitch 

and good tone quality within the context of a worship song, art song, or hymn. Other areas to be 

explored, developed and implemented into the singer’s skill set will be: elements of song performance, 

ear training, rhythmic and melodic sight reading, along with basic rhythmic and vocal improvisation. 

 

 

Singing, Levels 1–4 — Michael Thaepe 
Monday–Friday, various course times 

*Assessment required 

In Singing 1-4, we focus on laying a firm foundation in the vocal arts through developing good vocal 

health, posture, breath support, resonance, vowel formation and placement, ear training and critical 

listening skills, and by engaging in rhythmic studies.  These elements will be put into practice through 

song preparation, song performance, and skills tests. Other areas to be explored and developed are 

basic and intermediate improvisation, foundations of scat singing, and singing 2- and 3-part harmony. 

 



Ableton Live 1 — Joshua Grajer 
Wednesday/Friday, 12pm-1pm  

*Prerequisite: Music Theory 4 

From the basics of learning how to play virtual instruments to the arrangement and production of more 

complex soundscapes, this course gives a hands-on approach to learning the vast capabilities of playing 

the keyboard through a computer. For keyboardists of all levels aspiring to incorporate computer 

software and technology into their skill set, this course will cover the fundamentals of Ableton Live 

software with a view towards playing, recording, and looping in a live worship context.  

 

 

Ableton Live 2 — Joshua Grajer 
Thursday, 12:30pm-2:30pm  

*Prerequisite: Ableton Live 1 

This course is a continuation based on the introductory course Ableton Live 1. With the fundamental 

knowledge gathered through the first level, Ableton Live 2 aims to put said knowledge into action 

through guided application. Primary topics of the secondary level of include but are not limited to 

project and song production, sound design, working with sonic landscapes and advanced techniques 

and tools inside Ableton Live. 

 

 

Advanced Guitar - Acoustic — Chris Morrison 
Tuesday/Friday, 9am-10am  

*Prerequisite: Guitar 3 

The Advanced Acoustic Guitar Course takes the principles of earlier guitar levels and seeks to apply 

them on the Acoustic Guitar. Concepts focused on will include advanced strumming and picking 

techniques, application of music theory on the acoustic, and beginning to sight read music notation. 

 

 

Advanced Guitar - Electric — Chris Morrison 
Tuesday/Friday, 8am-9am  

*Prerequisite: Guitar 3 

The Advanced Acoustic Guitar Course takes the principles of earlier guitar levels and seeks to apply 

them on the Acoustic Guitar. Concepts focused on will include advanced strumming and picking 

techniques, application of music theory on the acoustic, and beginning to sight read music notation. 

 

 

Advanced Singing - Classical & Theatre — Michael Thaepe 
Tuesday/Thursday, 12:30pm-1:45pm  

*Prerequisite: Singing 4 

In Advanced Singing - Classical & Theater, we will build on the technical skills attained in the 

Fundamentals class and Singing 1-3. This course is designed to give experience and exposure to the 

deep vocal performance histories and performances surrounding the worlds of classical and musical  
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theater. We will focus on practical applications of stylistic interpretation, arranging, songwriting, and 

performing. Emphasis will be made on maintaining good vocal technique while executing accurate style 

and musical interpretation of the songs sung for the semester. 

 

 

Advanced Singing - Gospel & Contemporary — Michael Thaepe 
Tuesday/Thursday, 2:00pm-3:15pm  

*Prerequisite: Singing 4 

In Advanced Singing - Gospel & Contemporary, we will build on the technical skills attained in the 

Fundamentals class and Singing 1-3. This course is designed to give experience and exposure to the 

deep histories and vocal performances surrounding the worlds of gospel and contemporary vocal music. 

We will focus on practical applications of stylistic interpretation, arranging, songwriting, and 

performing. Emphasis will be made on maintaining good vocal technique while executing accurate style 

and musical interpretation of the songs sung for the semester. 

 

 

Advanced Theory — Joshua Grajer 
Monday/Wednesday, 11am-12pm  

*Prerequisite: Music Theory 4 

This class focuses on helping students grow in their understanding of music theory beyond what is 

covered in general theory classes. Attention is given to concepts that are immediately applicable in 

worship team contexts, but includes other material and ideas that are important to prophetic musicians 

seeking to expand their knowledge and grow in their musical ability. 

 

 

Biblical Approach to Songwriting 2 — Elijah Herrell 
Tuesday/Thursday, 9am-10am 

*Prerequisite: Songwriting 1 

Through lectures, individual instruction, and hands-on training, this course will continue to cultivate 

skills in three primary areas: lyric, progression and arrangement. This course will also introduce 

songwriters to melody writing, music production, and song performance. Students will apply their 

learning practically by continuing to compose original material, performing their songs in the local 

community, as well as possibly recording their original songs in a studio context. 

 

 

Biblical Approach to Songwriting 3 — Elijah Herrell 
Tuesday/Thursday, 11am-12pm 

*Prerequisite: Songwriting 2 

Through individual instruction and hands-on training, this course will continue to cultivate skills in 

three primary areas: lyric, progression and arrangement. This course will also introduce songwriters to 

melody writing, music production, song performance and possibly song publishing. Students will apply 

their learning practically by continuing to compose original material, performing their songs in the local  
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community, as well as possibly recording their original songs in a studio context. Because this course is 

usually taught to a very small amount of students, these concepts and lessons will be catered to the 

student’s skill level, interest and needs. 

 

 

Choir — John G. Elliot 
Monday 8pm—9:30pm ($100 for this course, no other discounts apply) 

In choir, students will be introduced to musical concepts and/or participate in advanced corporate 

ear-training. Students will learn how to blend vocally and be taught in ear-training and harmony parts. 

 

 

Developing and Leading a Worship Department — Terri Terry 

Tuesday 10am—12pm  

This course is designed to help equip those musicians who will be serving in a leadership capacity as 
Director of the Worship Department within a House of Prayer or in a local church congregation. Topics 
will include people skills, leadership qualities, and organization structures. 


