INTERNATIONAL HOUSE OF PRAYER - MIKE BICKLE

The Call to be a Full-Time Intercessory Missionary
A FRI|E AaxRe R

The Lord is calling people to a full-time ministry occupation that | refer to as an intercessory missionary. | define an
intercessory missionary as one who does the work of the kingdom from the place of prayer and worship, while
embracing a missionary lifestyle and focus. Others may define this term in a different way. At IHOPKC, as a rule, we
ask those who embrace this full-time occupation of “intercessory missionary” to commit to 50 hours per week,
including being in the prayer room for at least four hours a day, six days a week.
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People sometimes ask me what an intercessory missionary is and where it is in the Bible. In principle, this calling and
occupation is found throughout the Bible. In this article, | will briefly mention where this calling is found in end-time
prophecy, in both the Old Testament and the New Testament, throughout Church history, and how it is being
embracing today in contemporary ministries.
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Though the New Testament gives only a few specific ministry titles and job descriptions, it does present intrinsic
values, such as winning the lost, caring for people, helping the poor, and praying. “Apostle” is the title with the
clearest job description in the New Testament. We don’t find the title of senior pastor, marriage counselor, youth

pastor, children’s pastor, or outreach pastor, etc. My point is that most of the titles we use in the Church today are not
specifically mentioned in the New Testament.
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The Bible doesn’t give a comprehensive list of ministries that the Spirit has used to meet the specific needs of every
culture in the different generations throughout church history. The Church has liberty to name specific ministry
focuses in a way that applies to their generation and culture, as long as biblical values are upheld.
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The Value of Night and Day Prayer in Heaven
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International House of Prayer of Kansas City — Mike Bickle 2
The Call to be a Full-time Intercessory Missionary

Revelation 4-5 describes the worship order around God’s throne. Those nearest the throne magnify Him and agree
with His purposes in 24/7 worship and intercession. The worthiness of God demands 24/7 worship—this value will be
embraced and expressed forever.
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The four living creatures...do not rest day or night, saying: ""Holy, holy, holy...” (Rev. 4:8)
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Jesus exhorted us to pray that His will be done on earth as it is in heaven (Mt. 6:10). One aspect of God’s kingdom
being expressed on earth as it is in heaven is worship. God’s desire to be worshiped on earth as He is in heaven has
not changed. The Holy Spirit has not emphasized this globally through history, but now He is emphasizing it to some
in many nations. The value of the worship around the throne is timeless. The applications of it on earth have differed
in each generation and culture.
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Intercessory Missionaries in End-time Prophecy
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The Holy Spirit will establish the most powerful prayer and worship movement in history. The Scriptures give
indications of the significance of prayer in the end times (Lk. 18:7-8; Rev. 5:8; 8:4; 22:17; Isa. 24:14-16; 25:9; 26:8—
9; 27:2-5, 13; 30:18-19; 42:10-13; 43:26; 51:11; 52:8; 62:6-7; Jer. 31:7). It is one of the major themes of end-time
prophecy; the conflict at the end of the age will be between two global worship movements. The Antichrist will
empower a worldwide, state-financed, false worship movement (Rev. 13:4, 8, 12, 15). However, the global prayer
movement led by Jesus will be far more powerful.
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Isaiah prophesied concerning prayer ministries that would continue 24/7 until Jesus returns—this is when Jesus will
restore Jerusalem as a praise in the earth. Isaiah spoke of the watchmen-intercessors the Lord Himself would appoint
and set in place who will not keep silent day or night.
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International House of Prayer of Kansas City — Mike Bickle 3
The Call to be a Full-time Intercessory Missionary

On your walls, O Jerusalem, | have appointed watchmen [intercessors]; all day and all night they will never keep
silent. You who remind the LORD, take no rest for yourselves; and give Him no rest until He establishes and makes
Jerusalem a praise in the earth. (Isa. 62:6—7, NAS)
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This clearly emphasizes that, in the end times, God will raise up 24/7 prayer ministries that will never be silent until
Jesus returns. The 24/7 dimension of this promise implies that some intercessors and ministries are called to engage in

this as a full-time occupation. God’s promise to appoint intercessors indicates that He will make a way for them to
walk in this calling, which includes financial provision.
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Isaiah is referring to New Testament believers (who will be on the earth when Jesus returns)—some will be full-time
occupational intercessors. Their hard work in prayer is meant to serve and strengthen the prayer ministries in local
churches in their region and to be catalytic by inspiring and supporting others in prayer.
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Only one generation will see the fulfillment of God’s promise to appoint or set watchmen (intercessors) in place to cry
out all day and all night until Jerusalem becomes a praise in the earth. This prophecy speaks specifically of prayer
ministries being established by the Lord that will continue until He returns. Jerusalem will become a praise in the

earth only after Jesus returns. At that time, all the nations will see Jerusalem as Jesus’ own city, as the city of the
Great King (Jer. 3:17; Mt. 5:35).
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Isaiah’s prophecy speaks of a “spiritual wall” of intercession from which the end-time watchmen-intercessors will cry
out 24/7 for the release of God’s promises. Ezekiel also spoke of “spiritual walls” consisting of prayer (Ezek. 13:3-5;
22:30). God will establish end-time watchmen-intercessors in their place to function as a “wall of prayer.” These
watchmen are to “make the wall” by standing in the gap in prayer before God and the people so that the land may be
blessed instead of destroyed.
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International House of Prayer of Kansas City — Mike Bickle 4
The Call to be a Full-time Intercessory Missionary

Are you grasping the gravity of this promise? Through Isaiah, God promised sovereignly to appoint intercessors and
establish them in the work of intercession that will never stop until Jesus returns. This will include full-time
occupational intercessors who will stand on the wall of intercession to cry out for God’s purposes for Jerusalem.
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Intercessory Missionaries in the New Testament
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Some ask where intercessory missionaries are found in the New Testament. My response, “Where in the New
Testament do we find leaders who do not prioritize prayer—starting with Jesus, the apostles, and others?” The New
Testament highlights others who gave themselves in an extravagant way to prayer.
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Jesus spent long hours in prayer (Mk. 1:35; 6:46; Lk. 5:16; 6:12; 9:18, 28). Jesus valued Mary of Bethany’s choice to
sit before Him; He called it the one thing needed (Lk. 10:38-42). He emphasized prayer, or “watching,” more than

any other specific activity when speaking about the generation in which He returns (Mt. 24:42-43; 25:13; Mk. 13:9,
33-38; Lk. 21:36; Rev. 3:3; 16:15).
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Paul embraced night-and-day prayer in various seasons and called widows to this ministry (1 Thes. 3:10; 1 Tim. 5:5; 2
Tim. 1:3). John the Baptist spent a lot of time communing with the Lord in the wilderness of Judea (Mt. 3), and the
apostles were committed to their prayer lives as well (Acts 6:4). An angel explained to Cornelius that his continual
prayers were a memorial before God (Acts 10:4).
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Prayer was a high priority among the leaders in the New Testament (Acts 1:14, 24; 2:42; 3:1; 4:31; 6:4; 9:11; 10:2, 9,
30-31; 11:5; 12:5, 12; 13:3; 14:23; 16:16, 25; Rom. 8:26; 10:1; 12:12; 1 Cor. 7:5; 2 Cor. 1:11; 9:14; 13:7-9; Eph.
1:17-19; 3:14-20; 6:18; Phil. 1:4, 9-11; 4:6; Col. 1:3, 9-11; 4:2-3; 1 Thes. 3:10; 5:17, 25; 2 Thes. 1:11; 3:1; 1 Tim. 2:8;
4:5; Heb. 13:18; Jas. 5:13-18; Jude 20). Consider just a few of the many statements reflecting the value of prayer in
the New Testament (Acts 2:42; 6:4; 12:12; 1 Thes. 3:10; 5:17).
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They continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship...and in prayers. (Acts 2:42)
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The Call to be a Full-time Intercessory Missionary
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...we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word. (Acts 6:4)
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It is easy to find leaders in the New Testament who were consistently engaging in prayer and the Word. Actually, it is
difficult to find a precedent for leaders who neglect these. God’s kingdom work is accomplished in the place of prayer
and outside of it. The three dimensions of missions work—continual prayer, mercy deeds, and sharing the gospel—
must go together. Prayer causes the work of outreach to the lost and needy to be much more effective. Oswald
Chambers said that “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater work.”
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Some are concerned that intercessory missionaries may develop lazy, isolated lives in prayer, detached from the real
needs of people. Anyone who has prayed four hours in one day, with fasting, and then went out to preach the gospel,

will know that the call to be an intercessory missionary is not for lazy people. Some ask if too much prayer leads
intercessors to neglect walking in love for others. | have observed just the opposite.
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Night-and-day prayer is a practical expression of the commandment to love one another through which multitudes are
blessed and delivered through prayer. Intercessors also grow in love for the ones they take up in prayer. When
someone has a family member who is being tormented by a demon, that family member needs someone to cast the
demon out. Jesus linked greater effectiveness in casting out demons to prayer and fasting. He spoke of prayer and
fasting being needed when ministering to certain kinds of demonized people (Mt 17:21). In other words, the rigorous

lifestyle of an intercessory missionary is one that embraces the first and second commandments to love God and
others.
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The Anna calling
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Anna was a “watchmen” who was set upon the wall in Jerusalem. We see an expression of Isaiah’s prophecy in Anna,
who prayed in the temple night and day (Isa. 62:6; Lk. 2:36—-38). She was a token of what will happen across the
nations during the generation in which the Lord returns.
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The Call to be a Full-time Intercessory Missionary
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Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess...She was of a great age, and had lived with a husband seven years from
her virginity; and this woman was a widow of about eighty-four years, who did not depart from the temple, but
served God with fastings and prayers night and day...she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him [Jesus] to all
those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem. (Lk 2:36-38)
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Notice that Anna was a prophetess (v. 36), an intercessor (v. 37), and an evangelist (v. 38). The grace for prophetic
ministry, intercession, and evangelism came together in one woman. Anna was widowed after living with her husband
for seven years (v. 36), probably when she was in her mid-twenties, and that is when she began giving herself to
night-and-day prayer. At 84 years old—approximately 60 years later—she was still doing it. Anna stayed faithful in
her calling to long hours of prayer! What a remarkable woman! Anna represents those with the grace to sustain long
hours of prayer for many years. Anna’s calling transcends gender and age—this calling is for male and female, young
and old. I refer to some intercessory missionaries as having the “Anna calling,” by which | mean they have grace for
much prayer and fasting.

7t of AR|AReH (36 &), THEAAH (37 d), H5 A=AHE8 A)AH A2 F=skeh ol AT S 1,
5 A= AR 287} o] 3 ofql qhofl & Fo ATk Qbuh= A1 FH T 7 ES A Sof] BETE EH]leH
(36 &), ol= obuf 1| 7F 20 o) FRbo|lS wd Aoluh. Z12)al o] wj7} vl 2y 7E AHlS Fof 7| ol EBl=
e AARE wiojty. 1|7 oF 84 4ol E QIS wloflk= (OF 60| o] Folke) Y= of7lo] o] A& skl AT
Qhb= ZpAle] Re Ao dis) 11 A1) 7] =g o) 4 A A ATH o] Avht ket o2l l7H Shh 1)
Al 52t 71 AIZE SRt 7128 A&E Ut 4= s 2818 HolEth v R 242 3t vol] & 2 Ygitt o]
e g o, Folel el RES 93t Aolth U WE SR 7)® Aaabso] Qo] REAng
7HAAL Q= A= of718E k=], o= Ieo] W 7= 54 o U 28lE 7 AL Qa2 EekalAl sk
Aotk

Anna shows us the most extreme example of the intercessory missionary lifestyle in the New Testament. She probably
spent more hours in prayer each day than what we ask our intercessory missionaries to do. In this very hour, the Lord
is wooing those with a heart and calling like Anna to the full-time occupation of worship and prayer. He is personally
appointing and setting them into their places. The Lord is calling forth modern-day “Annas” in churches and prayer
rooms around the world. We must celebrate the “Annas” that God raises up as a great gift to the Body of Christ and

the prayer movement. These individuals need to be called forth, recognized, and released by their leaders to obey their
God-given mandate.
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Jesus made a reference to Isaiah’s prophecy about day-and-night prayer when He promised that it would result in a
great release of justice to the earth (Lk. 18:1-8).
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International House of Prayer of Kansas City — Mike Bickle 7
The Call to be a Full-time Intercessory Missionary

dedAME FoF 718 3l Foll s AA FoARAl 2 Ae FEshEE ul, FoF 7]&=o gt ojAeRe]
S AFshale (= 18:1-8).

Shall not God bring about justice for His elect, who cry to Him day and night? He will bring about justice for
them .When the Son of Man comes [second coming], wiII He find faith on the earth?” (Lk. 18:7-8, NAS)

T ahE AN Tt Ha R st X}——l < o] 7] o BHAI =Lk TE A 2.2
FOoNALY’ Y7 UBofA o)=Y &3] 1 °1 FAIEE 2y AR mof) [ =] Aol Al
L3S HR= sHA Y ) (5 18:7-8)

In verse 8, Jesus connected the call to night and day prayer to the timing of His return to the earth. It is important to
notice that this parable was given in conclusion to what He had just taught about the end times in Luke 17:22-36. In

other words, He connected His release of justice in the earth during the end times to night-and-day prayer, and, in
verse 8, Jesus referred to the generation in which He returns.

8 oA, dlseE A& FoF 7RO FEAS 20| o] ol A A= AR A2 o] Blf7) T
v opx) et wjof] ofsf MRS 17:22-36 Hof|A 72 XAl Ao AROSZ A FojZ A . 1
ORA e 5 Qo 2 gofl o7t Fol A= A& Fob 7|k A Ao pt. T12|al 8 Foj| A o EAIM = A4S
A= 2] Aol sl AeshAe

Intercessory Missionaries in the Old Testament
Fore] F1 7]= A}

We find important information in the Old Testament about the full-time occupation of singers who ministered to God
night and day. David commanded all the kings after him to uphold the order of worship that he received from God,
because it was God’s command (2 Chr. 29:25; 35:4, 15; Ezra 3:10; Neh. 12:45).

S TPl A ShbES ol WO R AT YO R ook Aol T FAT FHE RS

A e
A4lE] o] % GFEoA 7t shd o2 E e o) e E AGSiA AAUYE AE R, ol A0
Shd o] Wedo| 7] Wl Ro|th ()5} 29:25; 35:4, 15; A 3:10; L= 12:45).

[Hezekiah]...stationed the Levites in the house of the LORD with cymbals, with stringed instruments... according to
the commandment of David for thus was the commandment of the LORD. (2 Chr. 29:25)

B8] 2~7] FolA chldt o) AR Zbak AAA vieke] FHR 2 AlFT
ol 438 R S ol o%zszwﬂxi 2o HARSE ol3A BHe1seol2 (That 29:25)

David was first one in Scripture to establish those who worshiped as a full-time occupation (1 Chr. 9:33; 16:37; 23:5;
25:7; 2 Chr. 31:4; 8:12-14; 31:4-6, 16; 34:9, 12; Neh. 10:37-39; 11:22-23; 12:44-47; 13:5-12).

02 70l Aede] FE R shdS ofulishs AFdeEs Al A WA Aol (W4 9:33; 16:37; 23:5;
25:7; th3} 31:4; 8:12-14; 31:4-6, 16; 34.9, 12; 1= 10:37-39; 11:22-23; 12:44-47; 13:5-12).

These are the singers...who were free from other duties; for they were employed in that work day and night. (1 Chr.
9:33)

P gshe 2Lk Qlou 2 8)9) $Rulgle 258 T AFSIHA Foks Ay] HBo) Mystng e g
81X ohJsteieiet (4 9:33)

He established 4,000 musicians and 4,000 gatekeepers (1 Chr. 23:5; 25:7). David set into place about 10,000
intercessory missionaries—called Levites—some were singers and musicians, and others were gatekeepers. (Today, |
would add sound technicians to this list, because, in my opinion, the soundboard is the most important instrument on
worship teams). The gatekeepers took care of the buildings and finances and did many other activities to support the
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International House of Prayer of Kansas City — Mike Bickle 8
The Call to be a Full-time Intercessory Missionary

ministry to God in the temple. In our context, this speaks of those who help in financial or event management,
janitorial or organizational service, running the seminars, etc.

T1+= 4,000 | =of sh= A 4,000 O] ZA71E Al (A 23:5; 25:7). Hsd EﬂHOl o8 Eee= oF
10,000 H o] =4 7| AWALE AP, old| AFES sl 21, o] d| Alge 0P7] F3H= 2} 12
A7) 2 A E T (54, U o] YLE 53 Aw7HE ¥ Alvh diukshd W 474 o8 % 7=
of|u & of| A 7W Faz Arjolth). FA7ES AEH S SHESew AA QholA shude sl dojve=
1% At SRR SESolAl lolA o] &2 S WEISkAL oHlE &S Shal, HaE AL 3
AR &S OPHLP ARUE o= 59 4= she AFEo

The singers were employed in the work day and night and thus were freed from other duties. In other words, they did
not have another job outside their temple responsibilities. Their job was hard work. They sang and played their
instruments—I imagine they had many “worship team practices” and had to grow in musical skill, knowledge of the
Scripture, and many other related activities. God commanded David to establish this ministry of night-and-day
worship. This required a significant amount of work, and it was very expensive. David insisted on making this costly
investment of time and money, knowing that the Lord commanded it and seeing that the God of Israel is worthy of
such praise.

o] fsl= X}%% Ho2 stz AE0l7] Heol e FERE AFEHY. & Ie2 HAlA
A7l & Qoll vE 4 7L A skt 5] 42 “’51 doldet. A5 wmEtal A4l o7&
AFAH - U= 1501 B “‘0 ‘o A5"e sk, oAl Ae= 7197, ‘?:I’;‘o Aok, olef whE g2
ds= Y A= AsE. shdaAA e wslolA o] o= Oﬂﬂﬂ e A S Al S W™ska ol &
HOHHE UH—r W2 A= sfopet JaL, ol B 7<H7‘4°] S dololH sl 01%4-711 AR A7 o B2 8ol
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When Israel went astray, God raised up spiritual reformers with a vision to restore worship as David had commanded
it. There were seven generations in the Old Testament that experienced “revivals.” Each honored the command that
God gave David to restore Davidic worship—with intercessory missionaries.

o|zejelo] ShtdoRRE A& 9 Y u), shbdAAE thslo] BYMA of
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1. Around 970 BC, Solomon established the singers according to the direction of David (2 Chr. 8:14).

BC 970 U7, E22-2 thslo] A A & kel sh= 252 Al ATt (st 8:14).

And, according to the order of David his father, he [Solomon] appointed the divisions of the priests for their service,
the Levites for their duties (to praise and serve before the priests) as the duty of each day required...for so David
the man of God had commanded. (2 Chr. 8:14)

U] E 19| obilx] chelel e uleh ANFES] AL kel 4170 S0 A AR 1 g
©A W Qo] AnthE Bhate ANAE YoM SEEA St E EAZISIA 1 1ae vt 4 22 171
sH.o1 o] st o] Al chsio] Aol ol W skt olet (tht 8:14)

2. Around 870 BC, Jehoshaphat’s reform also included establishing singers and musicians in their place to sing to the
Lord (2 Chr. 20:19-28).

BC 870 37, o] SARe] 8 £ gl xj2} o] AFslis A5 5 ool Al9-= 218 Fukar) (s
20:19-28).
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International House of Prayer of Kansas City — Mike Bickle 9
The Call to be a Full-time Intercessory Missionary

Then the Levites...stood up to praise the LORD...he appointed those who should sing to the LORD...they
came...with stringed instruments...to the house of the LORD. (2 Chr. 20:19-28)

0 A AEE A A AE] 2 222 o2kl shiy ook Astuat Y L ks A5 Yl ..
A5 WH3N 02718 .. 7. EA JRAW R Bolgroy] ... * 2go) Hine} SFat vhRe gaeT
of| FA o] o] 22| &t Hof otz (3} 20:19-28)

3. About 835 BC, Jehoiada, the high priest, restored temple worship in the order of King David, with singers and
musicians. The young future King Jehoash (Joash) was only seven years old (2 Chr. 23:18).

BC 835 W4, tff AAFE ofZofth= A AuiE Tl ol Bt = sk A2} 97| A5k A= Ale-H
S5t n]eof ol & ofd % Qofki= ofuf AP 7 o] it (s} 23:18).

Jehoiada appointed the oversight of the house of the LORD to...the Levites...with singing, as it was established by
David. (2 Chr. 23:18)

o} Zofriz} o] Zote] M| HYEL MY A9 AP 3] BrY 0] 5L thslo] Mo 159 e
U0l A ... (3} 23:18)

4. Hezekiah’s revival (about 725 BC) included restoring singers as David commanded (2 Chr. 29:25-27).

8| 27]0ke] 2% = (BC 72517) thslo] W ME wajohis 455 5)Babs AL Hrk (8} 29:25-27).

He stationed the Levites in the house of the LORD with...stringed instruments...according to the commandment of
David...the song of the LORD also began... (2 Chr. 29:25-27)

2 gfo) F19) AFFES 3okl Aol ol A thgia} ol A AR 2wt MR R} vpto] W3t )2 A F} H|whe}
ST A B ... Y . 5ol A& dffFtar ... (3} 29:25-27)

5. Around 625 BC, Josiah’s revival also restored full-time singers and musicians into their place, just as David
commanded the kings of Israel to do (2 Chr. 35:3-15).

ol

BC 625 97, 8A|oke] F-3- w0l = JA| thSlo] o] At o] 5o A R A= PO = e
Azshe A5 YAE 3B,

Then he said to the Levites...“Prepare yourselves...following the written instruction of David...” and the
singers...were in their places, according to the command of David... (2 Chr. 35:3-15)

o E9 ARtolA o] 2] . ¢ 3] o Akl 9 CiSle] 23} Cigle] ofE $2ES] 3 2Pl .. AAE
ZHlShaL . . ek XSS Thlal optal Skt ol MR} ol SEo] WS i A7) Ao YL .
(3} 35:3-15)

o o]

|

6. Zerubbabel lived about 500 years after David, and during this time they were still putting singers in place because it
was the command of David. Was this thing burning in God's heart? In 536 BC, Zerubbabel established full-time
singers and musicians as a full-time occupation to worship God because King David commanded that this be done in
Israel (Ezra 3:10-11; Neh. 12:47).

2FHPEE oSl o] % oF 500 o] At of] A LE ARl o] wjol = T15-2 o 5] thl ] WS et
wdahiz 5L AT 01 20] sl o] ohgol BELT 9l3lE 221712 BC 536 |, Agupu e Helo s
g5k AT} o] & AFeHE S-S SR Skl dlufets A Y AR Al i), o] thSl o] o] o]
ojAetelof A BYsf Ao T2 P A7 wimol v (£ 3:10-11; = 12:47).

The Levites...to praise the LORD, according to the ordinance of David. (Ezra 3:10-11)

LA ARES AIZE ER AA ol2Ed 4 TS AR 5 9kE 3. (& 3:10-11)
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International House of Prayer of Kansas City — Mike Bickle 10
The Call to be a Full-time Intercessory Missionary

7. In 445 BC, Ezra and Nehemiah established full-time singers and musicians because King David commanded it.
God commanded Israel to support the singers financially in the same way that David had done (2 Chr. 8:14; 31:5-16;
Neh. 11:23; 12:44-47; 13:5-12).

BC 445, of2}of Lgfujobz 113) 02 ks Aok o1) & 18k A Azt oli= Thl o] oA
W 37] ool ick. shbd A & thsto] Y XY o] Aetalo] o] sk AEL A H o2 HAAT AL
Wy shA T ()5} 8:14; 31:5-16; = 11:23; 12:44-47; 13:5-12).

The Levites...give thanks, group alternating with group,...according to the command of David...Both the singers
and the gatekeepers kept the charge of their God...according to the command of David...In the days of Zerubbabel
and in the days of Nehemiah all Israel gave the portions [financial] for the singers and the gatekeepers, a portion
for each day. (Neh. 12:24, 45-47)

“9) B&o] AEASL . THgle] FHYS A4S uleh 25 st ZABE .. ° 5L s g Alv]e
A3t A)o] AL PO LAt A5 BAYISE Tejstol BE Chlt T0] ofE 2o YRS we}
gAY . iz 251 e} Lgu|of fjof= & o]Agdlo] kst AT ZA7IENA duttt & R[S
F5 ... (&= 12:45-47)

Intercessory Missionaries throughout History
G &of AN FE 71E AAr

The Lord has led many throughout history to establish night-and-day prayer ministries. Throughout church history |
see a golden thread of the Spirit testifying that this is on God’s heart. Although it is clear that the Holy Spirit has not
emphasized this calling to the whole body of Christ through the 2,000 years of church history, He clearly called some
to this ministry. Thus, we see a regular witness of it. This is a testimony that God wants this sort of extravagant
ministry to Him.

FHE A FoA B2 o5& FoF 7% AFYE Al Y& o|Ath v wIAE S8 AP H] o]A o]
Bl olSo] ojxo @ Hrh A UrA w3|AL] 2,000%; %oH 1 HE4S

sl el vkl St AAE 57
AR e awe] oA 2 O HANE, TR HE o) AES YekelA o] Apelo R Ra ). wehA
S o]Zlo] FAHOR ZAH AL HA Hrk o] SHpHAN IR et ol FHO YL A
AstalcH= ZAolc},

The order of worship that God commanded David to embrace—establishing full-time singers and musicians in God’s

house—is timeless and valid today, though the application of this command has differed in each generation and
culture.

SPAAA slo] oSl e sl dufel e, & shidel ol wafsic AEI oIS A she
A2 A= g2 AMlde] Y= tHXl dom eEdok Fa% Fiolth 28 o] ¥8e 4&st= A2 7+
At et =3} Qtoll A A= T =7 32 = o Rt

Throughout 2,000 years of church history, they have had different titles. However, we see the biblical values behind

this occupation as they did the work of missions from a lifestyle of being deeply engaged in prayer, worship, and the
Word.

2,000 0] WEALE B3, o] At Thapgt o] B0 Helghth. Telut ot Y| me} ouf, L2l W] Zol
A 4 7Heu] AL Abel S Wk 7kl 50| 4 Fo 2 AAH AN BELS B 4 ok

o

One of the most dramatic expressions of 24/7 intercessory prayer began with Comgall, a monk in Bangor, Ireland, in
558 AD. After Comgall’s death in AD 602, the annals reported that 3,000 monks had joined his monastery that
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International House of Prayer of Kansas City — Mike Bickle 11
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maintained a 24/7 prayer ministry lasting for over 300 years. It became an influential missions-sending community,
famous for its choral psalmody and unceasing prayer.

247 1 7]129] 71 FA9 ¥ %9 s}b= AD 558 4, ofdAE HfuE o] LAl F7H(Comgall) 2 5E]
AZFEI QAT AD 602 Holl F22] S5 o] %, 7|5 95k 3,000 2] IEAlEo] 1o = fdof hRali A 24/7
7)% Akl AFgon] o] 300 Holut X|4:H k. o] & FFY Uk AWAE Bl FEAE H3lon,
O35 A7 Al H I FolA| = 7] =2 8% 3ol H ik

In those days, most of the people who sustained 24/7 prayer ministries did it as their full-time occupation, and because

of this, | refer to them also as “intercessory missionaries.” Of course, they did not use that term. Most who embraced
this were monks, priests, or nuns who lived in monastic communities.

o] Al7lell, 2417 7| AFE Ak U7k RS ARIES o] U AAle] MY Ao PP, Ui of
REog ol 15L EF “FH /|w ARAEToleta HEC BE 158 o] §018 AglA| 4okt o] 4&
FHUZE YR SE Y FEA AR 3 U FEAS, A, S S0l ek

Most of these monastic prayer communities—far from living in total isolation—were involved in outreach to the cities

near to them. Many ministries from all parts of the Body of Christ have mobilized 24/7 prayer ministries, including
those with Celtic, Orthodox, Catholic, and Protestant traditions.

g o]efdt £EY 7E FEAS(AT 1Y Sofl AH ) IE stole] G EAR M ASS
ek AY, B J0d], FE, ML B B DAY B BE FHORRE UL B A o]
2417 7] % AL & S AFT.

Alexander Akimites

L ofr|m|2

Around AD 380, Alexander established a monastery near the Euphrates River that maintained 24/7 worship and
prayer. He organized rotating choirs into shifts to create uninterrupted prayer and worship twenty-four hours a day.
He first organized this perpetual praise near the Euphrates River—it lasted for twenty years in this location. Then he
and seventy monks moved to Constantinople in AD 400, where another 300 monks joined them to organize again
24/7 prayer with praise that lasted much longer as a movement. Since their prayer with praise never stopped, their
group was referred to as “the order of the Acoemetae” (literally, the sleepless ones).

AD 380 {7, &Elitt= fEeH 4 Ao =& AL, of3toll A 24/7 ojujet 7| =7F F-A = itk 1=
812 24 A7 B9k FEEA o 71wk ol & wholyy] 18] HeFizh Sobbe 47)E A& 2HW 1=
o] Tglo] A4 HFG fHet] 7 ZHA 2T O], otz o] FaolA 20 doluf A& H e}, 121
719470 9] SEAFS S AD 400 Hof| ZABE| L E 2 §747F 5 T304 300 H O] REAMSO] FRINA E ThA
2417 2t @7 sh= 7)E 5] X &E e, o= HMEh I o o A&H Q) o592 Hefut A
7127k A HEA] k7)ol o5 1E2 A Y= Aol ER

After Alexander’s death in AD 430, the monastery’s influence grew until, at the end of the fifth century, it housed
over 1,000 monks committed to day-and-night prayer—intercessory missionaries. They sang hymns and doxologies

throughout the night and day. Similar ministries of 24/7 prayer and psalmodic, choral praise were established in other
monasteries at that time along the Euphrates and in Persia.

AD 430 Wlo| QHElAIE| 7L Z2 o] o], o] U] GFL 5 Al7] WK AL AXZEO], Fof 7o
HAIE 1000 o] Wi FEAS(FR 7% HuAFE)S £85 Yotk 15 BT AHES wo R
Bk ofoh AR 2417 79t 2, A7 RAFTHE Al 1 PAle] fEe] gt w2 Aofel AA gt ot
S EUE A = A
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International House of Prayer of Kansas City — Mike Bickle 12
The Call to be a Full-time Intercessory Missionary

Bangor, Ireland
oYUzl g

In AD 433, St. Patrick returned to Ireland (having been enslaved on the island previously) to preach the gospel. In the
twelfth century, Jocelin reported that St. Patrick had come to a valley on the shores of the Belfast Lough where he and
his comrades beheld a vision of heaven. Jocelin wrote, “They beheld the valley filled with heavenly light, and with a
multitude of heaven, they heard, as chanted forth from the voice of angels, the psalmody of the celestial choir.” From
then on, the place near Bangor was referred to as “The Valley of Angels.”

AD 433 dof A HERZ ofdsiEr FoletA Ho2 A (Te odof ofdsi=o] oz & 3.
12 Aj719] AR ofstd 4 #HERS WupAEE o] Aoz obA 119 19 FRES shed S
245} 2L thg} Zo] 7SR “15 AFo] s Ui sl 4 W AER 15 AL
Hetow, 52 AANEY H02R Y WY A A7 &8 HAl= Ae S}k ojdlz R E Fas
oA O] o “HARESY Aol Al SR

Approximately 100 years later, Comgall established his monastery in that exact valley. Over 3,000 monks joined him
in a full-time way. Together they maintained a 24/7 house of prayer with worship that continued for more than 300
years. Comgall’s Bangor monastery practiced continuous worship that was antiphonal in nature and based on
Patrick’s vision. In the twelfth century, Bernard of Clairvaux spoke of Comgall and Bangor, stating, “the

solemnization of divine offices was kept up by companies, who relieved each other in succession, so that not for one
moment was there an intermission.”

o] RE °F 100 | o], FZZ HER o] AlFof A4l S ARt 3,000 Fol d= A HEARSO] 19}
A Ak 152 A oAl eF AISHE 24/7 71 =0] Y2 300 do] A Al&E Uit 44 HiE e
T E 2 O] gHifo] ZASMNA, 2EA sheehE A= 4 gle dilE =3 12 Aj7|of] SEER e HEYyEs
T4 = dis thEat Zo] Agdh "o AlEEol dd s Ade A= AAUIE Ao
A= on, o]l 52 A2 A& o m wifst F7tol| 4= AlXte] o 3t &Yt QS YT

These monks, through practicing continual prayer and worship, were stirred to evangelize the lost wherever they went.
They were sent out from Bangor as missionaries to Europe. Wherever they settled, they first established constant
praise and adoration to God—their mission work flowed from a foundation of prayer. These intercessory missionaries
were sent out to preach the gospel throughout Europe, leading multitudes to Jesus. There are many examples of this.
For instance, Colombanus set out from Bangor with twelve brothers to plant monasteries that combined prayer and

mission work throughout Switzerland. Another example is St. Martin, who practiced continual antiphonal worship
and established monasteries throughout Gaul (France).

o] SEAEL o] Gt V|Ee} S ALSUTIEA, T50] oS shEA glofrzl FESA Bo2
Aot Ao LR HYUTh 1SS WR2EHE §HOR MuAR B@S Wtk IS50] ojre] AsiEA,
5L WA shbd) Bl RS Suith 150) Au Aol 7| w0) |2 RRE Fefgith o] 1 7w
HIAFES 97 H90R B39 ASHEE WS Worom, Be o5 o5y ot ool we
o] qlrk. oS Sof FEuPAL 1299 FASH W7 7| =ok Mib AHeo] AT FEAL 29 20] 497]
93] WaEERE FUYch £ o2 o2 A mhEle o] glo] shashs oilE Sxlon mase] 1 (Gaul)
Aol =12 A $ict.

Abbot Ambrosius

J LIEERERS

Around AD 522, in Switzerland, Abbot Ambrosius organized choirs of monks who sang the Psalms in rotating shifts,
continuing day and night. They continued this for nearly 400 years—until around AD 900, impacting monasteries all
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over France and Switzerland. These intercessory missionaries were effective in preaching the gospel and impacting
many for Jesus.

AD 522 4%, 22912:9] OBt GFHEA AL SEAGE] APYE 2HHA AR W2 Bolrbe] o
HEES ot I5E o)A 719 40013 sh7te], 000 AR A A&k, T AT} 2914 SE S
AL )ALk o] T /E MAAES EAHOT 38 HFon B oSl A ol S EAH o M,

Cluny, France

zgao g2y

Around AD 1000, the monastery at Cluny in central France began to pray the liturgy, because they were convinced
that doing so was to participate in the liturgy of heaven as seen in Revelation 4. Hundreds of monastic communities
throughout Europe followed the example of Cluny by embracing 24/7 prayer with worship. Thus they were catalytic
in raising up intercessory missionaries who established houses of prayer as monastic communities, doing the work of
the kingdom.

AD 1000 739 g2 Foyol Sl FRUS| SRS A G4, liugy)& 71Ee7] A Adhed, ol
50| ol g FOR ANS 49o] ekt e ol il aofshl fcka SIsy] dhiolch o) o) Aol
SR BEA S0l Ao} WA S 2417758 Wobsols] SRue] oS el wepy o5 Srgl
FEAY 0aS 7w e AL FH % ARAE AL o oA 9ge stel shpd e
SERE

Bernard of Clairvaux

Bz EL R =]

Just after AD 1100, Bernard, together with his 700 monks in Clairvaux, France, organized into day-and-night prayer
that continued for many years, resulting in a dynamic release of evangelism through signs and wonders across Europe.
Bernard promoted continual prayer; reports from visitors to the monastery at Clairvaux speak of the monks singing
their prayers through the night and working in silent meditation through the day.

AD 1100 ¥ A5 H|2UZ2L 700 Ho| SEASY o ZgAo] Y EHoA U7 A&E Fof 75
2Agom, o2 3| F-H Ao o] H1} 7|AME T3l E30] J5F R H A= AHE Eth H2Yy2= 4
A= 7IEE SN SYERY Yl WEAES Bl o8, o]t fANES who= ARAle
7 EE5S kEglon, Yol= H 5o 2 BAslY U gkl g

The Moravians and Count Zinzendorf

mapiolal AT W

In 1727, Count Zinzendorf, a young and wealthy German nobleman, committed his estate in Germany to 24-hour-a-
day prayer ministry. He renamed his estate Herrnhut, (literally “Watch of the Lord”). About 300 believers moved
from Bohemia to Zinzendorf’s estate, forming the Herrnhut community. At that time, Zinzendorf gave up his court
position to lead this new ministry.

1727 |, 33 598 59U AREo|old AAEZI uzhe 5olo] (A0 AHA|S 315 24 X|7ke] 7|= AR
WolFalth. Tk A1) ALFAE A2H (BAHORE “Fo] AR, HEsHI")oleta ofF A9tk o
300 WO HESo] welotol AAEELY AgAR A LA FEAS FANF 1 GAo]
AR o] A2 AHoE o] 27] 918 ¥ Aol Ashel A4le] §172 %150
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The Call to be a Full-time Intercessory Missionary

They committed to pray in hourly shifts around the clock, all day and night, every day, taking inspiration from
Leviticus 6:13, “The fire must be kept burning; it must not go out.”” This prayer meeting continued non-stop for the
next 100 years. From the prayer room at Herrnhut came a missionary zeal that has hardly been surpassed in Protestant
history. By 1776, over 200 missionaries had been sent out from this small community at Herrnhut. These were the
first Protestant “intercessory missionaries.”
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Zinzendorf was the leader of the first Protestant missionary movement in history. He sent out missionaries, two by
two, to the unreached people groups of the earth. As they were sent out, the prayer furnace back home in Herrnhut

covered them in prayer. The first Protestant missionary movement married the prayer aspect of the Great Commission
together with evangelism. Count Zinzendorf saw prayer and missions as inseparable.
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Throughout history we see many examples of the irrefutable law in God’s kingdom—in God’s timing, revival in the
church leading to significant evangelistic zeal and effectiveness follows wherever night-and-day prayer is established.

This law is seen in the fruit of the labors of the historical monastic prayer communities who led multitudes of people
to Jesus.
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What do Intercessory Missionaries do in Prayer Rooms?
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What do intercessory missionaries do in a prayer sanctuary?
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1. We minister to God by declaring His worth unceasingly, reflecting the way He receives worship continually in
heaven (Mt. 6:10). We magnify the supremacy of Jesus, spreading His fame by declaring His worth, beauty, and
riches, calling others to love and obey Him and give their allegiance to Him. Millions of people across the nations join
the choirs of heaven by ministering to God in this way. He is worthy.

2le shdS 3 AHT . o= Lol sheolA ASFHCR JHiE HeAs e
et e 4 §lol MEgtog olRolAtt (v} 6:10). LalE dl4d el FEelAT okgT,
AEsle], O o] 50| RS Alteln] 1R wEES H2u), 18 15| 34 =Y 2
a2o] WS Aste] ofde] el g etk Aue] 44 uke] kol o] @A slibd & Fa) Abeldt
5h59] 2korut g BhA| Heh RS ShdskAl k.

2. We labor in intercession to release God’s power to win the lost, revive the Church, and impact society as we do
works of justice and compassion.
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3. We grow in_intimacy with God by personally encountering Him through His indwelling Spirit, receiving greater
grace to love, obey, and partner with Him, as we are fascinated by who He is.
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4. We grow in the understanding of God’s Word, gaining insight into His will, ways, and salvation and learning
about the unique dynamics of His end-time plan to transition the earth to the age to come. We serve others in an

important way by taking the time and effort to grow deeper in understanding the Word, that we may help others
understand God’s heart and will for this hour of history.
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The Prayer Movement Today
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The Holy Spirit has raised up thousands of new prayer ministries in the last ten to twenty years. In 1984, the number
of 24/7 houses of prayer in the world was fewer than 25. Today, there are over 10,000—most of that growth has been
in the last ten years. They are springing up all over the globe at a staggering rate. Such momentum in prayer cannot be
attributed to human ingenuity, but rather to the sovereign work of the Holy Spirit.
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The significant increase of new 24/7 prayer ministries and of large prayer events in stadiums is a prophetic sign of the
times—a sign of the approaching day of the Lord’s return. In cities around the world, new 24/7 prayer ministries are

being established. From Kiev, Bogota, and Jerusalem to New Zealand, Cairo, Cape Town, and Hong Kong, men and
women are responding to the Spirit’s leadership in this.
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Despite the pressures and inherent dangers, we see 24/7 prayer centers coming forth in the Muslim world, in nations
like Egypt, Turkey, Syria, Indonesia, and Lebanon.
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God’s desire to be worshiped on earth as He is in heaven has not changed. | believe that some of the principles

expressed in the order of worship that God commanded David to embrace are timeless, such as establishing the full-
time occupation of singers and musicians in God’s house.
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Not everyone is called to be an intercessory missionary. The greatest ministry is to do the will of God. In other words,
the greatest ministry you can have is the one to which God called you. If He called you to serve in the marketplace or

in your home, don’t despise your calling by imitating the ministry of another. We must embrace our own, individual
calling, because that it is the highest calling for us.
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The Holy Spirit has not emphasized the calling to night-and-day worship and prayer worldwide throughout church
history, but He is now calling many ministries to embrace it. I do not believe that it is God’s will for every local
church or ministry to host 24/7 worship in their building, but rather I believe that He plans to establish it in each city

or region of the earth. This can happen if many local churches partner together in the work of night-and-day prayer.
The practical application will differ in each culture, in each city, and in each nation.
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Many are asking the Lord to establish 24/7 prayer with worship in every tribe and tongue before the Lord returns—
not in one building, but in every region of the earth, uniting many ministries together to accomplish the work. Imagine

a missions movement that reaches every tribe and tongue—the gospel being preached in every language—deeply
connected to 24/7 prayer with worship.
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Will you join me in asking the Lord to establish one million full-time intercessory missionaries before the Lord
returns, whether they are singers, musicians, sound technicians, intercessors, or gatekeepers maintaining the systems
that support these prayer ministries? For some of you, this is your calling—your personal story is deeply linked to
God’s plan related to the end-time prayer movement. What a glorious privilege!
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	The four living creatures…Udo not rest day or nightU, saying: "Holy, holy, holy…” (Rev. 4:8)
	P8P네 생물은 … U밤낮 쉬지 않고U 이르기를 거룩하다 거룩하다 거룩하다 … (계 4:8)
	On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have appointed watchmen [intercessors]; Uall day and all nightU they will never keep silent. You who remind the Lord, take no rest for yourselves; and give Him no rest until He establishes and makes Jerusalem a praise in ...
	P6P 예루살렘이여 내가 너의 성벽 위에 파수꾼[중보 기도자]을 세우고 그들로 하여금 U주야로U 계속 잠잠하지 않게 하였느니라 너희 여호와로 기억하시게 하는 자들아 너희는 쉬지 말며 7 또 여호와께서 예루살렘을 세워 세상에서 찬송을 받게 하시기까지 그로 쉬지 못하시게 하라 (사 62:6-7)
	They continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship…and in prayers. (Acts 2:42)
	P42P그들이 사도의 가르침을 받아 서로 교제하고 떡을 떼며 오로지 기도하기를 힘쓰니라 (행 2:42)
	...we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word. (Acts 6:4)
	P4P우리는 오로지 기도하는 일과 말씀 사역에 힘쓰리라 하니 (행 6:4)
	[Hezekiah]…Ustationed the LevitesU in the house of the Lord with cymbals, with stringed instruments… Uaccording to the commandment of DavidU…for thus was the Ucommandment of the LordU. (2 Chr. 29:25)
	P25P[히스기야] 왕이 U레위 사람들을 여호와의 전에 두어서U U다윗과U 왕의 선견자 갓과 선지자 나단이 U명령한 대로U 제금과 비파와 수금을 잡게 하니 이는 U여호와께서U 그의 선지자들로 U이렇게 명령하셨음이라U (대하 29:25)
	These are the UsingersU…who were Ufree from other dutiesU; for they were Uemployed in that workU day and night. (1 Chr. 9:33)
	P33P또 U찬송하는 자U가 있으니 곧 레위 우두머리라 그들은 골방에 거주하면서 주야로 U자기 직분에 전념하므로U U다른 일은 하지 아니하였더라U (대상 9:33)
	UAnd, according to the order of David his fatherU, he [Solomon] appointed the divisions of the priests for their service, the Levites for their duties (to praise and serve before the priests) as the duty of each day required…for so David the man of Go...
	P14P솔로몬이 또 U그의 아버지 다윗의 규례를 따라U 제사장들의 반열을 정하여 섬기게 하고 레위 사람들에게도 그 직분을 맡겨 매일의 일과대로 찬송하며 제사장들 앞에서 수종들게 하며 또 문지기들에게 그 반열을 따라 각 문을 지키게 하였으니 이는 하나님의 사람 다윗이 전에 이렇게 명령하였음이라 (대하 8:14)
	He stationed the Levites in the house of the Lord with…stringed instruments…Uaccording to the commandment of DavidU…the song of the Lord also began… (2 Chr. 29:25–27)
	P25P 왕이 레위 사람들을 여호와의 전에 두어서 U다윗과 왕의 선견자 갓과 선지자 나단이 명령한 대로U 제금과 비파와 수금을 잡게 하니 … P27P ... 여호와의 시로 노래하고 … (대하 29:25-27)
	5. Around 625 BC, Josiah’s revival also restored full-time singers and musicians into their place, just as David commanded the kings of Israel to do (2 Chr. 35:3–15).
	BC 625년경, 요시아의 부흥 때에도 역시 다윗이 이스라엘의 왕들에게 명령한대로 전임으로 노래하며 악기를 연주하는 자들의 위치를 회복했다.
	Then he said to the Levites…“Prepare yourselves…Ufollowing the written instruction of DavidU…” and the singers…were in their places, Uaccording to the command of DavidU… (2 Chr. 35:3–15)
	P3P ... 레위 사람에게 이르되 ... P4P 너희는 이스라엘 왕 U다윗의 글과U 다윗의 아들 솔로몬의 글을 U준행하여U … 스스로 준비하고 ... P15P ... 노래하는 자들은 U다윗과 아삽과 헤만과 왕의 선견자 여두둔이 명령한 대로U 자기 처소에 있고 ... (대하 35:3-15)
	The Levites…to praise the Lord, according to the Uordinance of DavidU. (Ezra 3:10–11)
	P10P ...레위 사람들은 제금을 들고 서서 이스라엘 왕 U다윗의 규례대로U 여호와를 찬송하되... (스 3:10-11)
	The Levites…give thanks, group alternating with group,…Uaccording to the command of DavidU…Both the singers and the gatekeepers kept the charge of their God…Uaccording to the command of DavidU…In the days of Zerubbabel and in the days of Nehemiah all ...
	P24P레위 족속의 지도자들은 ... U다윗의 명령대로U 순서를 따라 주를 찬양하며 감사하고 … P45P 그들은 하나님을 섬기는 일과 결례의 일을 힘썼으며 노래하는 자들과 문지기들도 그러하여 모두 U다윗과 그의 아들 솔로몬의 명령을 따라 행하였으니U R…R P47P 스룹바벨 때와 느헤미야 때에는 온 이스라엘이 노래하는 자들과 문지기들에게 날마다 쓸 몫[재정]을 주되 ... (느 12:45-47)



