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Session 13 Found Worthy to Suffer For Jesus: the Spirit of Glory (Jn. 15:18) 
“Let me drink from the river of Your pleasures as I delight in Your beauty.” (Ps. 36:8; 37:4) 

I. THE WORLD HATES BELIEVERS WHO ARE FAITHFUL TO SAY WHAT JESUS SAYS 

A. Jesus elaborated on the inevitability and reason why the world hates His disciples (15:18-16:4). 
Jesus set His command to love one another in context to being hated for His sake (15:17-18).  
17“…love one another. 18If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. 
19…because you are not of the world…the world hates you. 20…If they persecuted Me, they will 
also persecute you…21These things they will do to you for My name’s sake…”  (Jn. 15:17-21)  

B. Jesus used the word, “hate,” 8 times in 15:18-25. This hatred will lead to more than being censored 
or passed over in a job promotion, etc. We feel violated when someone hates us; we never get used 
to being hated. John prepared others in part by urging them to anticipate being hated (1 Jn. 3:13).  
13Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. (1 Jn. 3:13)  

C. John 15 is the “intimacy with God” chapter (15:1-17). Intimacy with God is essential to being 
empowered to walk in joy when hated (15:18-25). Jesus intentionally connected these themes.  

D. On Tuesday, Jesus prophesied a time when “all nations” will hate His disciples (Mt. 24:9). This 
prophecy is yet to be completely fulfilled. Christians are not yet universally hated by “all nations.” 
Millions of believers in over 60 nations are suffering various types of persecution as their norm.  
We must become spiritually prepared for the persecution that millions of believers today are facing.  
7“For nation will rise against nation…and there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes… 
8All these are the beginning of sorrows. 9Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, 
and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake…12lawlessness will abound…14And this 
gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world…then the end will come.” (Mt. 24:7-14)  

E. Pope John Paul II established the “Commission for Martyrs” which researched and cataloged all 
those who were killed for their faith in Jesus in the 20th century. They claim that the “20th century 
has produced double the number of Christian martyrs than all the previous 19 centuries put 
together.”  On the website of “The Esther Project: a voice for the persecuted Church” are the 
following stats: “In the 21st century, roughly 100,000 to 160,000 Christians were killed each year. 
Roughly 1,093,000 Christians were martyred between 2000 and 2010.”  

F. Before Jesus returns, all nations will hate true believers. Jesus told us this in advance to prepare us. 
Eventually no one will be able to buy or sell without the mark of the Beast (Rev. 13).  
12Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. (2 Tim. 3:12)  

G. Peter assured believers that the spirit of glory will rest on those who are persecuted (1 Pet. 4:14). 
14If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God 
rests upon you…let him glorify God… (1 Pet. 4:14)  
22“The glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one…” (Jn. 17:22)  
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II. THE WESTERN CHURCH MUST KNOW THAT GREAT PERSECUTION IS COMING  

A. Jesus’ prophetic message about end-time persecution in all nations has several applications. 

B. We “arm ourselves” to suffer persecution by cultivating a biblical view of it including why it must 
happen, the impact it has on our life and on those who observe us, and the rewards that follow.  
We must be intentional about preparing young believers to brace themselves to suffer persecution.  
1…since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind… (1 Pet. 4:1)  

C. We are to help those who are suffering by our prayer, financial support, encouragement, etc. We 
need to sacrifice for those who are suffering for Christ’s sake. There must be more focused prayer 
and financial help for them. We need to speak out on this and share their stories. The Western 
Church needs regular reminders of this because most are unaware of the growing hostility toward 
Christians around the world. Do a Google or YouTube search of “persecution of Christians.”  

16…we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17But whoever has this world’s goods, and 
sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart…how does the love of God abide in him?  
(1 Jn. 3:16-17)  

III. THERE WILL BE UNPRECEDENTED MARTYRDOM AT THE END OF THE AGE 

A. Many Christians read the prophesies of the significant increase of martyrdom in the end times and 
become fearful, but when it actually happens they will see it as a great gift and privilege that causes 
love to abound in and through them in a way that glorifies God (makes Jesus look attractive), while 
leading to great rewards for them in the age to come—rewards that will last forever.  

B. Christians enduring persecution in end-time prophecy is a sober reality (Mt. 10:21-22, 28; 24:9;  
Lk. 21:16-19; Jn. 15:18-25; Rev. 6:9-11; 11:7; 12:11, 17; 13:7, 10;16:5-7; 17:6; 18:24; 19:2; 20:4).  
9He opened the fifth seal; I saw…the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God… 
11They [were to] rest…until the number…who would be killed…was completed. (Rev. 6:9-11) 
6I saw the woman [Harlot Babylon], drunk with the blood of…the martyrs of Jesus. (Rev. 17:6)  
6They shed the blood of saints and prophets, and You have given them blood to drink. (Rev. 16:6)  

C. Satan and the Antichrist will overcome the saints physically by killing them (Rev. 13:7), but the 
saints’ destiny is to overcome Satan spiritually by remaining loyal to Jesus in love (Rev. 12:11).  
5And he [the Antichrist] was given…authority to continue for forty-two months… 
7It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them. (Rev. 13:5-7)  
11And they overcame him [Satan/the Antichrist] by the blood of the Lamb and  
by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. (Rev. 12:11)  

D. Paul went to cities to strengthen believers—reminding them that they would be persecuted.  
22…strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying, 
“We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.” (Acts 14:22)  
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E. Paul spoke of persecution as evidence of God’s righteous judgment (1 Thes. 1:4-10). Paul identified 
3 ways that Jesus has wisely or righteously determined to use persecution to strengthen and 
transform the saints. It is evidence or proof of God’s righteous or good leadership over our lives.  
It is proof that God leads His people in a wise way that leads to their greatest benefit by appointing 
and empowering them with grace to endure persecution in this age.   
4…[I boast of]…your patience [perseverance] and faith in all your persecutions…that you 
endure, 5which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God [leadership decision],  
that you may be counted worthy of [suited for] the kingdom…6since it is a righteous thing with 
God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you, 7and to give you rest…10when He comes… 
(2 Thes. 1:4-10)  

F. Evidence #1: God weans us from worldliness to count us worthy or spiritual fit to glorify Jesus. 
The word “worthy” doesn’t mean “deserving of,” but “suited for,” “prepared for,” or “fitted for.” 
Persecution gives “manifest evidence” or proof of God’s wise or righteous leadership knowing it 
leads us to align more with His leadership. God appointed the saints to endure persecution so that 
they may be “counted worthy” or “transformed in a way befitting” of His kingdom.  

G. Evidence #2: Those who persecute His people make it evident that God is right to punish them.  
28…[be] not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof of perdition,  
but to you of salvation…29To you it has been granted…to suffer for His sake. (Phil. 1:28-29)  

H. Evidence #3: God gives His persecuted people rest. We will receive a 100-fold recovery of all that 
we lost in being persecuted. This sure hope purifies and makes us suited to meet Jesus. He didn’t 
die as a defeated man. Jesus died knowing that He was ushering in a victory to be tasted by several 
billions believers. No one can ultimately stop a faithful believer; they go from suffering to reigning.   
17Our light affliction…is working for us a far more exceeding…weight of glory… (2 Cor. 4:17)  

I. Each of these three manifest evidences of His good leadership has a corresponding domino effect in 
progressively changing how we think, feel, and process pressure and His leadership in our life.  
3“…no one should be shaken by these afflictions…know that we are appointed to this.”  
(1 Thes. 3:3)  

J. Paul longed to know the fellowship of His suffering. He knew how dear it is to Jesus when His 
people do not back away in bearing His reproach. Jesus is made attractive to others by believers 
who love and trust Him in persecution.  
10That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings… 
(Phil. 3:10)  
24I rejoice in my sufferings…and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ… 
(Col. 1:24)  

K. When the apostles were beaten, they considered it a great privilege to partake in suffering for Him.  
41So they departed…rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name.  
(Acts 5:41)  
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IV. CULTIVATING AN ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE 

A. We must cultivate an eternal perspective which is foundational to the apostolic gospel. In other 
words, we make daily decisions in this age which have eternal consequences and benefits. Jesus 
exhorted us with eternal rewards in view which express how Jesus feels about the way we loved 
Him. Jesus gave over 50 references to eternal rewards, making it one of His most emphasized 
themes (Mt. 5:5, 12, 19; 6:4, 6, 18, 20; 10:41-42; 16:27; 18:4; 19:21, 28, 30; 20:26-27; 23:12; 25: 
21, 23; Mk. 9:41; 10:21, 43-44; Lk. 6:23, 35; 9:48; 12:8; 21, 33; 14:11; 16:11; 18:14, 22; 19:17, 19; 
22:30; Jn. 12:26; Rev. 2:7, 10-11, 17, 26-27; 3:4-5, 11-12, 18, 21; 16:15; 19:7-8; 20:4, 6; 22:5, 12).  

B. Being persecuted for Jesus’ sake results in great blessing for the ones being persecuted.  
22“Blessed are you when men hate you…and revile you…for the Son of Man’s sake. 23Rejoice in 
that day and leap for joy! For indeed your reward is great in heaven…” (Lk. 6:22-23)  
27“The Son of Man will come…He will reward each according to his works.” (Mt. 16:27)  
18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us. (Rom. 8:18)  

C. Live for eternal rewards because we will have a resurrected body much longer than a natural body.  
I highly recommend John Burke’s book, Imagine Heaven (see videos on YouTube).  

V. THE WORLD HATES THE TRUTH ABOUT JESUS AND HIS LEADERSHIP  

A. Those who faithfully proclaim the truths that Jesus taught will be hated and attacked by those who 
hate Him. Jesus told them to “know” the reproach is actually against Jesus, not them. By knowing 
this, we should not expect to escape their hatred by trying to avoid saying the truth about Him. 
Many hate Jesus’ teaching on man’s sin and guilt and His claim to be their God and judge.  
18If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. 19…because you are not 
of the world…the world hates you. 20…If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you… 
21These things they will do to you for My name’s sake…” 22If I had not come and spoken to them, 
they would have no sin [national guilt for rejecting Me]…” (Jn. 15:18-22)  

B. If I had not spoken to them: Jesus is not making a theological statement contrary to Romans 3:23. 
He is not saying that they were all saved and without sin, but that Israel would not have had national 
guilt related to rejecting Him as Messiah if He had not spoken to them with confirming miracles. 

C. The Church and the world have a very different values. The world loves and applauds its own.  
If you say what they say, they will honor you. We must not distort Jesus’ message by removing 
difficult aspects of it. Many are silent about various truths in seeking the approval of the people who 
reject Jesus. The world does not hate lukewarm Christians or moral people who are silent.  

D. Many oppose the truth about Jesus and His definitions of salvation, love, grace, purity, and justice. 
They reject the biblical view of the sanctity of life, marriage, and sex, the authority of Scripture, 
Jesus as the only way of salvation, and the certainty of judgment for all who refuse Him. The world 
hates the doctrine of sin, it hates Jesus who condemns sin, and their need for His death on the cross.  


