


M I K E  B ICK L E



21

Chapter 1

the BIBle tells us so

Love wins!”
The phrase appeared in everything from newspaper headlines 

to Twitter hashtags to marketing campaigns, all in celebration of 
the US Supreme Court’s monumental decision to legalize same-
sex marriage nationwide. Facebook quickly gave users an option 
to filter their profile pictures with a rainbow to show support to 
the gay community—and these pictures received more than half a 
billion likes within the first few hours following the ruling. Twitter 
offered a specially designed rainbow emoji. Ice cream company 
Ben and Jerry’s renamed one of its top-selling flavors to mark 
the occasion. And most of the nation’s biggest companies—from 
Target to Visa to American Airlines—ran congratulatory ads or 
social media campaigns with such phrases as “Love reigns from 
coast to coast” and “Love. Accepted Everywhere.”1 In sweeping 
fashion, America celebrated a cultural truth that love, indeed, had 
won the day.

For those committed to God’s Word, though, there was a pro-
found problem: love didn’t win.

It is not that God does not love those who call themselves gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersexual, or asexual. His 
love is as strong as ever for all people, regardless of their sexual 
practices and ideology. But God’s definition of love is vastly dif-
ferent from the one America offers today.

Our culture believes we should each have the right to express 
this “love” however we want, with whomever we want. This 
definition of love is rooted in accommodating whatever people 
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want—and accommodation and tolerance are the twin values 
upon which secular humanism thrives.

So if a man says he loves another man and wants to marry him, 
who are we to say they should not be allowed to marry? This argu-
ment is used everywhere as the fundamental rationale for same-
sex marriage. And as long as you define love by purely human 
terms, it makes sense (which is one of the main reasons why the 
Supreme Court was willing to overturn a standard that has stood 
for centuries).

Love, however, is not a human idea. It is not a human creation. 
First John 4:7 says that “love is from God” (esv). Love, in fact, is a 
divine person, and His name is Jesus. In Jesus we find the perfect 
definition of love and the perfect depiction of love incarnate. God 
sent His only Son, Jesus, to the earth so that we could know and 
be in relationship with this perfect love.

Yet what happened two thousand years ago when Love walked 
the earth still happens today: We reject His “version” of love and 
opt for our own. In the spirit of humanism we declare ourselves our 
own god, with our own right to define what love is and is not. And 
in so doing, we assert that our definition stands as absolute truth.

This is why those in the humanistic and gay movements are 
so fervently bent on tearing down the “old-fashioned” morals of 
Christianity. The leading voices behind these movements do not 
just attack biblical faith; they present their values and doctrines 
as far superior to those espoused by Christians, honestly believing 
that they express the moral high ground. They see God’s Word 
and His ways as antiquated, intolerant, and irrelevant to today’s 
more advanced, intelligent, and accepting moral code. After all, 
what kind of God calls Himself loving and kind yet will not allow 
two people who love each other—and who just happen to be of 
the same sex—to be joined in marriage?

I love gay and lesbian people. I truly do. I have great compas-
sion for those in same-sex relationships, and, just as Jesus would, 
I embrace those struggling with their sexual identity or same-sex 
attractions as well as the many heterosexuals who feel trapped 
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in immorality in either a physical or virtual expression (pornog-
raphy). Homosexuals are not a mass of unidentified faces that 
we can easily distance ourselves from by labeling them “them”; 
a homosexual is a precious and valuable person, just like anyone 
else dealing with an issue. So when I meet a man who says he is 
gay, I want to know him, understand him, and love him. I want 
to show him God’s love and tell him about how the Lord can lead 
him out of whatever pain, disorientation, identity crisis, or confu-
sion he is experiencing.

At its core, however, the crisis of the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion is not actually about an individual. This is about a single law 
opening the legal door for something far greater than a person’s 
right to marry someone of the same sex. Indeed, the Supreme 
Court’s ruling on same-sex marriage is just the tip of the moral 
and spiritual iceberg. 

What is seen as love triumphing is actually the opening of a 
door to enforce the systematic presentation of a demonically 
driven, immoral agenda upon future generations. The ramifica-
tions of opening this door are serious and significant.

Within a few years people will use the same “love wins” men-
tality to argue for the legal rights of an adult who “loves” a twelve-
year-old and thinks they should be allowed to marry. We will see 
court cases pushing for bigamy, polygamy, and eventually even 
incestuous marriages. Indeed, the law passed on June 26, 2015, 
by our nation’s highest court that legalized gay marriage and, in 
fact, institutionalized immorality goes far beyond what people 
do in the privacy of their bedroom. As a result of that one judi-
cial decision our nation’s government will demand by law that 
the gay agenda is methodically presented in every public elemen-
tary school. Seven- and eight-year-olds will eventually be forced—
again, by law—to learn not just about a woman’s right to have sex 
with another woman but also about the details involved in her 
actions. By mandate of law eight-year-olds will have to study why 
a man should be commended for dressing like a woman.

We have only to look across the pond to see where we are 
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headed. In France four- and five-year-olds in some schools now 
engage in exercises that help them avoid stereotyping sexes. They 
are taught to think gender-neutrally. Meanwhile twelve- to four-
teen-year-old students continue this “education” by watching 
films that celebrate boys who act like girls and girls who act like 
boys (and who then fall in love with members of their own sex). 
In some German elementary and middle schools teachers and stu-
dents celebrate “gender equality day” by dressing as the opposite 
sex. Seventh-graders there must complete a written exercise that 
asks loaded questions such as: “When and why did you decide 
to be heterosexual?” “Is heterosexuality only a phase which you’ll 
overcome?” “Is it possible that your heterosexuality is the result of 
the neurotic fear of the people the same gender as you?”2

In Switzerland some kindergarteners receive “sex boxes” com-
plete with plush toy genitalia to mix and match, queer dolls they 
can cross-dress, and illustrated books with an assortment of 
gender identities explained.3 One state-funded Swedish kinder-
garten treats children as if they have no gender and strictly forbids 
calling a child “he” or “she” (instead referring to a child of either 
gender as an “it”).4 And in Norway the government has proposed 
legislation that will allow seven-year-olds to decide (with their 
parents’ support) their own legal gender.5 In fact, across Europe 
many government ministries of education now push the belief 
that children are born gender-neutral and should be exposed to 
every sexual preference possible at an early age so they can choose 
for themselves.

Because of the Supreme Court’s decision, America is not far 
from taking such radical steps toward gender neutralization. We 
are only a decade or two away from a great increase of the current 
emotional and sexual chaos running rampant among our chil-
dren. That may sound preposterous and even laughable today—
after all, we pride ourselves in knowing right from wrong. But 
even the most logical secular humanists should be able to see the 
slippery slope we are on once we define love, sex, and gender by 
our own standards rather than God’s.
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Yet that is exactly the problem: they cannot see because, as 
Scripture says, “The god of this age has blinded the minds of 
unbelievers” (2 Cor. 4:4, niv). Because so many worship the false 
god of humanism, they are unable to see their own double-mind-
edness or intolerance. Their blindness allows them to lobby for 
tolerance for everyone in one breath yet lambaste Christians in 
the next, and ironically their hatred for believers stems from their 
claim that we are so “intolerant.”

Is it any wonder that Satan—the ultimate “god of this age” 
that Paul referred to in the verse above—needs little help in get-
ting humans to defy God and define their own truth? Since the 
Garden of Eden he has baited us with the same hook: Did God 
really say . . . ? History proves humans will repeatedly fall for this 
line and, in our fallen nature, do whatever it takes to stand in 
direct opposition to God’s Word.

don’t say i didn’t Warn you

What if I told you that someone had forecast the Supreme Court’s 
ruling and its ensuing ramifications? That would not be a big deal, 
given the many voices that have warned America of this slippery 
slope. But what if that prediction was not made just a few years 
ago or even a few generations ago, but in fact more than three 
thousand years ago? That would add significantly more weight to 
this person’s words, wouldn’t it?

But what if I said this same person accurately described how 
leaders around the world today would collectively shake their fists 
at God, believe that His Word no longer had relevance, and actu-
ally call His ways antiquated? And what if this person also alluded 
to governments passing laws that directly opposed God’s ways, 
specifically in the areas of love and marriage?

Do I have your attention yet?
The truth is that the Bible, in a single chapter, paints an 

astoundingly vivid and precise picture of what we are beginning 
to experience today. Even more concerning, it gives an account of 
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what is to come—and (spoiler alert!) the picture is not pretty for 
those who oppose God.

More than three thousand years ago David, the great king of 
Israel who penned much of the Book of Psalms, foresaw what is 
happening today. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit he wrote 
a prophetic warning that we now know as Psalm 2. His words not 
only depict the global scene for generations today but also provide 
key insight for the generation of the Lord’s return—a generation 
that could be living now.

We do not know exactly what year this psalm was written or 
what David was experiencing at the time he wrote it. In the next 
chapter we will explore more about the context and importance 
of this pivotal passage of Scripture, which is actually the most 
quoted psalm in the entire Bible. What I want us to consider for 
now, though, is just how remarkable it is that God would give 
David such clear and specific direction for this generation.

I remember how amazed I was years ago when the Lord gave 
me information of something that would happen in the future of 
our church family. It stirred my faith and moved me to love Him 
even more. Let me explain. 

In 1985 our church plant in Kansas City was two years old and 
continuing to grow. We were renting an auditorium in a nearby 
high school and had been asking the Lord to provide a building 
for us so we could house our one-thousand-member young-adult 
congregation. 

During the Sunday service on February 3 a visiting friend went 
up to the platform to bless our church and surprised us all by 
prophesying that we would have our new building specifically by 
June 1. The people applauded, but I was not happy with him (and 
later spoke privately with him) for giving such a specifically dated 
prophetic word in public without first submitting it to our elders. 
At the time we had no potential buildings in sight to purchase for 
our new church home. Three months went by, and nothing prom-
ising happened related to getting a building for our local church. 
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We had no money saved up for a down payment for it, so I was 
doubtful that anything would happen by June 1. 

By the beginning of May that year the situation had not 
changed. We still had no good prospects for a new building. But 
on May 15, to our total surprise, two men took the initiative to 
contact me and offered to sell us a building without any down 
payment, and they offered to give us an interest-free loan to buy 
the building from them. Equally as significant, they said we could 
move into the building two weeks later. In fact, we could move 
in exactly on—you guessed it—June 1. We were amazed that the 
Lord had given us such a specific prophetic word and promise just 
four months earlier.

Indeed, it is amazing when God gives us a prophetic word or 
vision for something that happens a few weeks, months, or even 
years in the future. But think of how that pales compared to a vision 
that isn’t fully fleshed out for more than three thousand years!

This fact alone certainly adds gravity to Psalm 2. I believe God 
intended it to be a word of encouragement for those who, like the 
sons of Issachar mentioned in 1 Chronicles, would have “under-
standing of the times” (1 Chron. 12:32, nkjv). God wants us to 
discern some of the key events of our day so that we can respond 
with His wisdom and love. The fact that He would begin to reveal 
the full application of Psalm 2 in our generation today confirms 
just how much He desires for His people to walk in intimacy and 
partnership with Him, even amid the coming troubles. But sadly, 
for those who refuse His love and continue to reject Jesus’s lead-
ership despite warnings that, like this one, go as far back as three 
millennia, the consequences are grave.

Why do the nations rage, 
and the peoples plot in vain? 

The kings of the earth set themselves, 
and the rulers take counsel together, 

against the Lord 
and against His anointed, saying, 
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“Let us tear off Their bonds 
and cast away Their ropes from us.”

—Psalm 2:1–3

In the first three verses of Psalm 2 David speaks of the nations 
raging against God and His anointed, who is Jesus. He describes 
leaders from around the world who will be working together to 
remove the influence of God’s Word from society. Despite the fact 
that many of these leaders will possibly come from Christian 
heritages, they will believe that God’s Word is outdated, irrele-
vant, and restrictive in light of their more advanced way of the 
thinking. David even mentions that this coalition of leaders will 
enforce laws in direct opposition to God’s ways.

Does this not sound eerily similar to what we see today?
Across the world there has been a rapid acceleration of the hos-

tility toward God’s ways and those who follow them. I was born 
in 1955 and can remember well the upheaval in the 1960s—the 
countercultural sexual and social revolutions.

When Time magazine famously asked “Is God Dead?” on its 
cover in 1966, the general public was shocked and critical of the 
magazine for insinuating God’s demise in a nation rooted in 
Christianity. Yet the changes that era brought seem small com-
pared to what has happened in recent years, where popular cul-
ture—particularly in America—has gone from being opposed to 
God’s Word to outright loathing it. I have never seen the cultural 
climate shift as quickly as it has in the last five to ten years.

Christians in the CrossFire

As a result of this remarkable shift Christians are getting caught 
more in the cultural crossfire. What used to be the exception—
believers being maligned for standing on God’s Word—is in its 
early stages of becoming the norm. Consider some of these well-
known US cases in the long and growing list of believers ridiculed 
in recent months for their public stances on biblical values:
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• Kentucky clerk Kim Davis spent five days in jail
after defying a federal court order to issue same-
sex marriage licenses in Rowan County. Amid an
intense national debate, major media outlets and
everyday bloggers alike lambasted Davis for her
Christian faith, particularly when her e-mails went
public and revealed that she called herself a “sol-
dier for Christ” and, amid the increasing backlash
from her stance, said “God is still alive and on the
throne.”6

• Christian bakers Melissa and Aaron Klein closed
their Oregon business following ongoing threats,
protests, and harassment from the LGBT commu-
nity. After refusing to bake a wedding cake for a
lesbian couple in 2013, the Kleins were ordered by
the state to pay $135,000 in damages and slapped
with a gag order that prevents them from speaking
about their decision.7

• The Kentucky Department of Juvenile Justice
revoked chaplain David Wells’s credentials as an
ordained minister—along with those of several
other volunteer chaplains from churches in Warren
County—after they refused to sign a state-man-
dated document ensuring that they would never
call homosexuality a sin in their work with young
inmates.8

• Toledo, Ohio, Municipal Judge C. Allen McConnell
was threatened with disbarment after he refused to
perform a same-sex wedding due to his Christian
beliefs. In response to the seventy-one-year-old’s
biblical stance, an Ohio Supreme Court advisory
board quickly deemed that any judge in the state
who refused to grant such marriages while con-
tinuing to perform traditional marriages would be
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acting contrary to the judicial oath of office and 
showing prejudice.9

• Former Alabama state representative Jay Love (R)
was hired by Apple for lobbying work in Alabama
but fired just a few days later when the company,
the CEO of which is openly gay, discovered Love
was a staunch defender of traditional marriage.10

These cases are only in America. Throughout Europe, where 
Christianity has long been on the decline, the situation is decid-
edly more severe because of laws passed in the name of securing 
human rights (including religious freedom) that in fact stigmatize 
Christians. For example:

• A hospital in Eksjö, Sweden, fired nurse Ellinor
Grimmark after she said she would not perform
abortions due to her Christian beliefs.11

• Christian pediatrician David Drew, who had an
unblemished thirty-seven-year record as a clinical
director at Walsall Manor Hospital in England, was
fired according to a review panel for trying to moti-
vate his coworkers by sending out a sixteenth-cen-
tury prayer of Saint Ignatius Loyola.12

• In Cornwall, England, Christians Peter and
Hazelmary Bull opened their home as a bed and
breakfast but were fined, harassed, and eventu-
ally forced to sell the property after refusing to let
a gay couple share a double room there because
they believed “in the importance of marriage as the
union of one man and one woman.”13

• German government officials jailed and heavily
fined at least eight German fathers for keeping
their children out of a mandatory sex-education
class that taught nine-year-olds how to engage
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in sexual intercourse using rubber penises and 
plush vaginas.14 When the case went to court, 
Germany’s Federal Court of Justice ruled that 
forcing Christian parents to send their children 
to such programs did not breach the parents’ reli-
gious freedom. Though many objecting parents 
have taken similar cases to the European Court of 
Human Rights, all have been dismissed.15

• Polish gynecologist Bogdan Chazan was fired as
director of Holy Family Hospital in Warsaw after
defying Polish law that said he must perform an
abortion on a patient or refer the patient to another
doctor or medical establishment that would do so.
Chazan refused to do either and was subsequently
dismissed, fined, and maligned by Polish media.16

• In France attacks against Christians have become
so common and increasingly violent—while
authorities have responded with indifference—that
115,000 French believers sent Pope Francis a peti-
tion requesting he address the issue with the coun-
try’s president. In 2012 eight out of ten vandalism
cases involved Christian homes, businesses, or sites,
and many of those cases lacked any follow-up from
public authorities.17

• Russian President Vladimir Putin signed an anti-
terrorism law in July 2016. It has strong nega-
tive implications for Christians in Russia. As
Charisma News reported, “Foreign guests are not
permitted to speak in churches unless they have
a ‘work permit’ from Russian authorities. If a
friend . . . from outside Russia wishes to share his/
her faith in your home the guest will be fined and
expelled from Russia. Any discussion of God with
non-believers is considered missionary activity and
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will be punishable. . . . Example: If one traveling on 
a train shares his faith without written permis-
sion the offender will be taken into police cus-
tody. . . . Religious activity is no longer permitted 
in private homes. Most churches in Russia meet in 
homes. Every citizen is obligated to report religious 
activity of neighbors to the authorities. Failure to 
be an informant is punishable by law. . . . In church 
buildings, it is not permitted to invite people 
to turn to God. Worship services are permitted 
but making a non-believer a follower of Christ is 
against the law.”18 The church leaders in Russia are 
appalled at the news of the new law. 

FriendLy Fire in the ChurCh

These situations—and hundreds of others like them—prove that 
we are experiencing a dramatic change in the cultural climate, 
both in the United States and around the world. The temperature 
is rising, as is the heat against Christians in particular.

As believers we would be foolish to expect sympathy from the 
secular world. Jesus promised us, “You will be hated by all nations 
for My name’s sake” (Matt. 24:9). 

Is it any wonder, then, that there has been such little media 
coverage and response from world leaders (other than the obliga-
tory condolences and empty promises to bring about justice) to 
ISIS’s beheading Christians in droves, or to churches being blown 
up throughout the Middle East, or to entire towns of Christians 
in India being slaughtered? Truth be told, such murdering and 
torturing of believers was on the rise years before ISIS emerged. 
So the global apathy is not surprising.

What is alarming, however, is the growing trend of considering 
Christian persecution a mere myth. And what should concern us 
even more is who is helping to promote this idea.

The argument is simple: Christianity is the majority religion in 
the world, with more than 2.2 billion people—about one-third of 



33The Bible Tells Us So

the world population—claiming an association with the Christian 
faith; therefore any reports of persecution toward Christians are 
part of a deceptive scheme from them to keep the masses sympa-
thetic toward their cause. As one cynical columnist wrote, “Who 
can resist the deliciousness of having both the upper hand of 
power and the righteousness of the oppressed?”19

In America this argument is frequently voiced with both reason 
and subtlety. The logical objection is that, unlike most nations in 
the world, the United States still upholds the ideal of religious 
freedom. Therefore to say Christians are persecuted in America is 
nothing more than a myth—after all, none of the believers listed 
in the previous section lost their lives, nor were they tortured for 
their faith.

Indeed, the United States and many “post-Christian” nations 
have a long way to go before their level of Christian persecution 
can compare to places such as North Korea, Somalia, Iraq, or 
Syria. Though I pray that level never increases, the point remains 
for those of us in America: the cases listed above—and countless 
others—are still reminders that our country is rapidly shifting even 
farther away from its Christian roots. And within the last decade 
the acceleration of decidedly anti-Christian activity is startling.

If Christians do not wake up to see what is happening—both 
overtly and behind the scenes—we will end up accelerating our 
own persecution. How do I know this? Because we can already 
see that one of the enemy’s methods to increase the persecution of 
Christians is to use Christians themselves to say such persecution 
does not even exist!

You would think that when believers publicly stand their 
ground for biblical values, they could expect support from fellow 
believers. At the very least the Christian community should be a 
safe haven for those who have been ridiculed, mocked, or penal-
ized in the public square for their faith. Yet often the leading 
voices in America’s secular media touting the “myth” of Christian 
persecution are believers—many from a more liberal viewpoint—
who claim to represent the church as a whole.



God’s Answer to the Growing Crisis34

Even among smaller Christian media outlets instances of 
Christian persecution—particularly the high-profile ones stirring 
national debate—draw out the worst in believers and often lead to 
friendly fire within the church. One of the most common shots 
fired is that believers exaggerate by calling it “persecution” in the 
first place. Benjamin Dixon, a former pastor and author of God Is 
Not a Republican, says Christians in America claiming to be per-
secuted “are embarrassing the faith because it would appear that 
[they] can’t even endure what essentially amounts to someone no 
longer being the popular girl in school.”20

These fellow believers’ main argument is that American 
Christians cannot claim to face real persecution as long as we are 
the majority of the population. Granted, I understand the dilemma 
of comparing the current persecution of Christians in America to 
that of Christians in countries where believers are beheaded for 
their faith. Clearly these are completely different levels of perse-
cution. But at what point does persecution become “real” perse-
cution? How badly must we be attacked before our cries for the 
church to wake up are heeded? How much hatred do we have to 
endure for us to realize that our culture has shifted and that we 
have entered into a new era in which persecution for standing up 
for God’s Word will continually increase?

History repeatedly proves that even a majority can be the 
weaker victim of discrimination to an aggressive, powerful 
minority. From Adolf Hitler’s Nazi regime to South Africa’s apart-
heid, outspoken minority parties have shaped countries and even 
the world by following through with an uncompromising agenda. 
So just because Christians are statistically the majority in the 
United States does not mean the fiercer minority that hates their 
God cannot discriminate against them.

As mentioned in this book’s introduction, unfortunately only 
a portion of those who claim to be Christian actually walk in 
accordance with or even believe in God’s ways as defined in 
His Word. Though none of us have the right to judge who the 

“real” Christians are—only God sees the heart—we do know that 
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when we truly follow Jesus, we will face opposition and persecu-
tion. Jesus exhorted us to rejoice when this happens, knowing 
that our reward in heaven is great (Matt. 5:12). Nominal and luke-
warm Christians—those who make up the majority of America’s 

“Christians” according to the Barna study on those with a bib-
lical worldview21—do little to draw persecution upon them-
selves because their beliefs are shaped more by popular culture’s 
opinions than by what God’s Word actually says. This type of 

“Christian” will do whatever it takes—in beliefs and actions—to 
fit in with what culture says is true and right. Yet those willing to 
take a countercultural stand, those who will declare God’s truths 
even when they are unpopular, will face resistance in an ever-
increasing way.

Again, Jesus promised that we would be hated for following 
Him (Mark 13:13; Luke 21:17). For some that hatred leads to death; 
for others it involves being ridiculed. But whatever the degree, we 
cannot ignore or even downplay the attacks simply because they 
are not as severe in the United States as in other countries. The 
growing trend of ridiculing Christians signals where our nation 
is going. Thus the body of Christ in America must brace itself to 
stand strong in the face of increasing ridicule and resistance along 
with more intense expressions of persecution. While we still have 
the freedom in this country, believers must boldly speak God’s 
truth in love—both to affect our attackers and to wake up the 
conscience of a church that, for the most part, has slept through 
the radical cultural changes thus far and done little to respond. 
Many Christians have been like the frog in the classic story of 
a frog placed in a kettle of boiling water—content to enjoy the 
rising heat and doing nothing until his own demise.

That is not God’s desire for those who follow Him. He has given 
us His Holy Spirit, who lives within us and can help us to under-
stand these times. I believe that same Holy Spirit is calling the 
American church—and believers all around the world—to rec-
ognize the growing crisis and respond according to His will, as 
shown in Psalm 2.
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a unique Generation

Those who stand strong against the cultural tides, even in the 
face of increasing persecution, can actually be encouraged by this 
astounding truth: only one generation in history will witness the 
complete fulfillment of the prophecy of Psalm 2. Let me explain 
what I mean by that.

As we will explore more in the following chapters, Psalm 2 has 
significant end-times implications. Biblical prophecy often works 
in such a way that prophecies take on a dualistic nature of being 
partially fulfilled during a set point in history as a foreshadowing 
of the complete fulfillment in the end times.

For example, when Jesus prophesied that Jerusalem would be 
surrounded by hostile Gentile armies (Luke 21:24), He was not 
only referring to the Roman Empire’s attack against Jerusalem in 
AD 70, but He was also giving a prophetic picture of Jerusalem in 
the end times.

Psalm 2 is somewhat similar in that it may have a past historical 
application. Bible scholars debate about exactly when the psalm 
was written and in what context. It is possible David wrote it after 
gaining victory over surrounding enemy nations, as is indicated 
in 2 Samuel 5:17–25; 8:1–14; and 10:1–19. Or he could have written 
it after ascending the throne as Israel’s king. Some even go so far 
as to debate about whether the author was David at all, though we 
know this is the case because the Bible tells us so. While quoting 
from Psalm 2, Acts 4:24–25 says, “Lord, You are God . . . who by 
the mouth of Your servant David said . . . ”

Regardless of scholars’ varying opinions, any of which are 
pure conjecture, they must all agree that this psalm has not yet 
been completely fulfilled. Even those who do not believe Jesus is 
the centerpiece of this psalm must recognize that no one person 
has ever been given “the nations for [their] inheritance, and the 
ends of the earth for [their] possession” (Ps. 2:8). As vast as the 
empires of Napoleon, Alexander the Great, and Genghis Khan 
were, none of those men ruled the entire world. That promise is 
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made exclusively for one person: Jesus Christ. Upon His return to 
the earth, He will reign as king and ruler of all.

Because of this truth we know that only one generation in history 
will see Psalm 2 come to complete fruition. In my opinion, that gen-
eration may arrive sooner than some think, particularly when we 
consider the psalm’s first three verses. We are beginning to see the 
nations rage against Jesus today. There is an unprecedented acceler-
ation of hostility toward His Word and hatred toward His followers. 
Society’s rulers are starting to join together, seeking to remove any 
influence of God’s Word from the culture (v. 3). Although there 
are elements of Psalm 2 that have yet to be fulfilled, much in the 
psalm has begun to take shape. The stage is being set, the players 
are moving into position, and the tension is rising.

My PersonaL oPinion

I can already imagine your response: “Mike, are you saying you 
think Jesus might return within our lifetime? Wait a second—
even Jesus said nobody but the Father knows when that day will 
come.” You are exactly right—Jesus did say that. In Matthew 24:36 
the Lord spoke to His disciples about His return: “Concerning 
that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, 
but My Father only.”

There is a difference, however, between knowing the exact day 
and hour and knowing the season or “times,” as the Bible often 
refers to it. Many believers argue that it is not important for 
believers to know if they are in the generation of Jesus’s return; 
what matters is simply that we are spiritually prepared for it. 
Though the latter is incredibly important, we cannot ignore the 
fact that the Lord also commanded His people to know the con-
ditions of the generation leading up to His second coming (Matt. 
24:33, 42, 44). The Scriptures have an abundance of information on 
this topic because God wants His people to know if they are in or 
approaching that generation by the biblical signs of the times given 
by Jesus. Jesus made it clear that it is actually the responsibility 
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of the generation of believers living when He returns to know the 
signs of the times (Matt. 24:32–34; Luke 21:25, 28–36).

In my opinion, there are people alive today who might see Jesus 
return. Those within that generation might be only young children 
right now—I don’t know. Nobody can know for sure at this time. 
Scripture clearly lays out a seven-year period immediately prior 
to Jesus’s second coming, and that prophetic time could begin in 
the near future or may still be several decades from now. I want 
to stress from the beginning of this book that this is just my per-
sonal opinion based on my observations of the biblical signs of 
the times—it is not a based on a personal prophetic revelation. 

I am often asked, “Can we know if we are living in the gen-
eration of the Lord’s return?” The biblical answer is that the one 
generation will certainly know. How can they know this? By the 
signs that Jesus told them about. Jesus did not speak in code 
regarding the end times. He was not mysterious or vague beyond 
understanding. In Matthew 24 alone we have an entire chapter in 
which He spoke specifically about these signs—and how we are 
to respond. Mark 13 and Luke 21 give other renditions of what is 
commonly called the Olivet Discourse (because Jesus said these 
things on the Mount of Olives).

We will go into this topic more toward the end of the book as 
we discuss how believers are to respond in the season of growing 
crisis. But for now it is important to recognize this: understanding 
these biblical signs and recognizing when they appear is cru-
cial for the church; it is part of the spiritual preparation of God’s 
people for the Lord’s return.

today’s reaLity, toMorroW’s hoPe

As we prepare, we can be encouraged by what God has promised 
in His Word regarding what is coming in the days ahead. I realize 
this chapter may have seemed somewhat bleak in its portrayal 
of what is happening and what will continue to increase in the 
world today. Indeed, we cannot sugarcoat the crisis at hand, nor 
can we as Christians continue to overlook the increasing ridicule, 
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resistance, and persecution against God’s people. What David 
prophesied more than three thousand years ago in Psalm 2 is now 
beginning to come to pass.

It is important to remember, however, that Scripture teaches 
that both darkness and light will simultaneously increase in the 
days to come (Isa. 60:1–2).

What does that mean? On one hand, we will see things getting 
worse. In fact, we will witness the deepest level of sin this earth 
has ever seen. Man’s depravity and the expressions of his wicked-
ness will increase in ways we cannot imagine. Satan’s works of 
darkness will increase both in the hearts of people and in its vis-
ible expressions. Demonic activity and strongholds will increase 
as society embraces and even celebrates evil in unparalleled 
ways. And tragically perversion and deception will run rampant 
through the nations, causing many to fall away from the faith.

Yet on the other hand is the promise of the victorious church 
walking in the glory of God, which is clearly set forth in the 
Scriptures. Amid the growing darkness the light of Jesus will also 
continue to expand. We will witness the greatest revival this planet 
has ever known. Even as sin increases in societies, this revival 
will usher in the greatest harvest of souls ever. Millions upon mil-
lions will stand up against the cultural tidal wave of darkness and 
commit to follow and love Jesus with all their hearts. The end-
time church will walk in unprecedented power and fulfill what 
Jesus promised when He said, “He who believes in Me will do 
the works that I do also. And he will do greater works than these” 
(John 14:12). These greater works of signs, wonders, and miracles 
will astound the world and declare Jesus’s true authority over all. 
Indeed, I believe that the church’s finest hour is sure to come.

Why do I believe this, especially since the mainstream media 
regularly remind us of all the studies proving the church’s so-
called demise? First, I know it because God’s Word says so.

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the 
Lord has risen upon you. For the darkness shall cover the 
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earth, and deep darkness the peoples; but the Lord shall 
rise upon you, and His glory shall be seen upon you.

—Isaiah 60:1–2

Both light and darkness will increase in the end times. The light 
is God’s glory—this speaks of His glory resting upon believers. 
The darkness is sin, demonic activity, and the celebration of wick-
edness that will pervade the earth. Both will expand during the 
coming crisis until the return of Jesus. A great ingathering of 
souls and a great falling away from the faith will happen simul-
taneously. Amid extreme darkness God’s glory will arise on His 
people and will be openly manifest. Paul emphasized this glory 
among believers in Ephesians 5:27 when he said that Jesus would 

“present to Himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, 
or any such thing, but that it should be holy and without blemish.” 
Indeed, the church will manifest glory in a measure beyond any 
time in history.

I believe the church’s finest hour is yet to come. The signs of 
it have already begun. It is true that the number of professing 
Christians who attend church in the Western world is declining. 
But it is simultaneously true that for more than fifty years the 
number of professing Christians in Africa, Asia, and South 
America has grown exponentially. China’s underground revival 
alone is the greatest numerically in history, yet how often—out-
side of a few Christian channels—is this told? Africa and Asia 
seem to now be the hub of Christendom, and its Christian influ-
ence around the world continues to grow. God is truly cleansing 
His church, the bride of Christ, with believers who will not yield 
to culture’s standards—including its definition of love.

In addition, the Holy Spirit’s miraculous work is on the rise. 
Ten or fifteen years ago news sources such as Charisma magazine 
would highlight someone’s being raised from the dead or healed 
in a dramatic way because it was so rare; today many of the inter-
national healing ministries I know have experienced these kinds 
of miracles firsthand. An army of nameless, faceless believers is 
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emerging in various places on the earth and bringing about God’s 
kingdom with supernatural power.

This is good news, and it is the reality of both today and the 
days to come. Too often Christians speak of the end times with a 
sense of gloom and doom. Even mentioning the phrase end times 
evokes for many the image of a sign-toting street preacher agitat-
edly proclaiming, “The end is near!” For generations the church’s 
dealing with this topic has been either to skirt it or, for those bold 
enough, to address it in the wrong spirit and with wrong ideas. 
We have often promoted fear over God’s love and doom over the 
hope God offers.

It is true that the end times will usher in terrible things. 
Scripture makes this clear. We must not take this lightly.

But we also must not forget God’s loving, redemptive nature, 
which will remain just as constant through the end times. God 
will do whatever it takes—including removing any obstacles to 
His love’s prevailing—to redeem this planet.

Remember, His definition of love is not the same as the defini-
tions in our culture. And in His love God will cleanse the planet of 
evil and darkness. Though He has allowed Satan to sift humanity 
for a time and has appointed men and women to be given over to 
their own evil ways (Rom. 1:24–32), Jesus will reign as the only 
rightful ruler. Amid the chaos, amid the surging crisis, Jesus is 
preparing His bride, the church, to rule and reign with Him for 
eternity (Rev. 19:7; see also Rev. 5:10).

Beloved, this is good news! It not only gives us hope as we look 
at what is happening around the world today but also encourages 
us to delve deeper into what the Holy Spirit is currently saying to 
us as He prepares His people for the coming times. That includes 
receiving greater insight regarding Psalm 2, which I believe He is 
highlighting for the church to understand more.

So let’s continue to look at the powerful prophecies found in 
this key passage of Scripture.
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