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Seeing & Savoring the Supremacy of Jesus’ Beauty at Armageddon 
I. INTRODUCTION: GOD’S JUDGMENT IS THE GOSPEL 

A. When we think about Jesus in the manger, Jesus on the cross, and Jesus in the resurrection, it is easy 
to say, “My beloved is Chief among ten thousand.” However, when we think about Jesus of 
Armageddon, do we see beauty? How is “beauty” associated with “Armageddon/judgment?” 

B. The subject of God’s judgment is more than significant. It is central to the gospel. According to the 
prophet Isaiah, God’s end-time judgment, with salvation, is the good news (Isa. 61:1-2; cf. 40:9-10; 
52:7-10). 
1“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news 
[gospel] to the poor… 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our 
God; to comfort all who mourn;” (Isa. 61:1–2, ESV) 

C. Notice the conjunction “and” in verse two. It reminds us that the message of the gospel is both 
salvation and judgment (Isaiah 63:4, cf. Deut. 32:41-43; Isa. 34:8; 35:4; 59 17; Lk. 18:7; 2 Th. 1:6–
10; Rev. 6:10, 11; 18:20; 19:2). 
4“For the day of vengeance was in my heart, and my year of redemption had come.”                 
(Isa. 63:4, ESV) 

D. The judgment is central not only in the prophetic message, but, also in the apostolic gospel. When 
Paul preaches the gospel to the Roman governor Felix in Caesarea, he does not hesitate to preach 
about God’s coming judgment (Acts 24:25; cf. Acts 10:42; 17:30-31; 2 Cor. 5:11; 2 Tim. 4:1-2). 
25And as he reasoned about righteousness and self-control and the coming judgment…          
(Acts 24:25, ESV) 

E. The point of this message is to discover how central God’s judgment is to the gospel message but 
furthermore, how the scripture precisely points to His judgment as of the disclosure of His beauty 
(Isa. 26:9; 33:17; cf. Ex. 6:7; Ps. 45:2-3; 58:10-11; Isa.4:2; Ezek. 28:22; Zech. 9:17). 
17Your eyes will behold the king in his beauty… (Isa. 33:17, ESV) 
9“My soul yearns for you in the night; my spirit within me earnestly seeks you. For when your 
judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness. 10If favor is shown 
to the wicked, he does not learn righteousness… and does not see the majesty of the Lord [Isa. 
24:14].” (Isa. 26:9, ESV) 
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II. HIS EXCELLENCIES IN JUDGMENT 

A. The supremacy of Jesus’ beauty will be seen and savored in His activity related to the Armageddon 
campaign (Ps. 45:1-8; Isa. 63:1-7; Rev. 19:11-21). Beauty is one of the main narratives of God’s 
end-time judgment. 

B. Psalm 45 is the Father’s song concerning the beauty of Jesus (Heb. 1:8). His heart erupts with a 
good theme (45:1). This good theme is the story about Jesus coming as the Bridegroom, King, and 
Judge on the day of His wedding. This is Jesus going to the Armageddon War/the battle of 
Jerusalem (45:3-5) before the Marriage Supper of the Lamb (45:10-16). What is noteworthy is how 
the Father highlights the supremacy of Jesus’ beauty in this context (Ps. 45:2-3; Song 5:10). 
1“My heart overflows [boils] with a pleasing theme; I address my verses to the king; my tongue is 
like the pen of a ready scribe. 2You are the most handsome [splendidly more beautiful] of the sons 
of men; grace is poured upon your lips [cf. Isa. 11:4; 42:1-14]; therefore God has blessed You 
forever. 3Gird Your sword upon Your thigh [Rev. 19:15-21], O Mighty One, in your splendor and 
majesty.” (Ps. 45:2–3, ESV) 

F. According to the Father, Jesus’ activity related to the Armageddon campaign not only reveals His 
magnificent beauty, but, furthermore, it causes the heart to treasure, cherish, and prize His infinite 
value and worth. Again we ask, “How is beauty associated with Armageddon/judgment?”  

G. The reason why Jesus of Armageddon is not only fearful but beautiful is that God’s judgment is 
precisely for the cause of establishing truth, meekness, and righteousness in the earth. The severity 
of God’s judgment is an expression of the intensity of His love and commitment (Ps. 45:4; Rev. 
19:11). 
4In your majesty ride out victoriously for the cause of truth and meekness and righteousness… 
(Ps. 45:4, ESV) 
11Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful 
and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. (Rev. 19:11, ESV) 

H. Revelation 19 anticipates that the Church will fully understand and comprehend God’s end-time 
judgment (cf. Jer. 23:20; 30:24) and, thus, see and savor the unsearchable riches of the King in His 
judgment. In Revelation 19:2, the Church is singing the very words the Father sings in Psalm 45. 
1After this [the judgment of Harlot Babylon] I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great 
multitude in heaven, crying out, “Hallelujah! [v.3, 4, 6] Salvation and glory and power belong to 
our God, 2for his judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great prostitute who 
corrupted the earth with her immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of his servants.”  
(Rev. 19:1–2, ESV) 

I. When the God of love comes as the man of war (Isa. 42:13; cf. Ex. 15:3) to destroy the wicked 
nations, the mature Bride with all joy lifts up the chorus of “Hallelujah.” 
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J. Isaiah 63 is another example. It first paints a graphic picture of God’s end-time judgments. God’s 
dealing with the wicked nations is described in winepress imagery. In winemaking one goes into the 
winepress to tread on the grape clusters to extract the juice out of the fruit. Likewise, this passage 
describes the God of love treading on the wicked nations and their blood splattering on His garment 
like wine juice. Notice how Isaiah responds in this context. 
7I will recount [mention] the steadfast love of the LORD, the praises of the LORD, according to all 
that the LORD has granted us, and the great goodness to the house of Israel that he has granted 
them according to his compassion, according to the abundance of his steadfast love.                
(Isa. 63:7, ESV) 

K. According to Isaiah, the severity of God’s judgment is an expression of the intensity of His love and 
commitment. Isaiah precisely refers to God’s activity in 63:1-6 as “the great goodness and 
abundance of his steadfast love.” 

L. What Isaiah understands is that the Righteous Judge of Isaiah 63 is the Passionate Bridegroom of 
Isaiah 62. The passionate love of the Bridegroom is the basis of God’s fierce judgment.  
1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, until her 
righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch… 5For…as the 
bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. (Isa. 62:1–5, ESV) 

M. The God of Armageddon is the husband who doesn’t give up on his wayward Bride (Isa. 54:1-4; 
Jer. 3:14; Hos. 2). The Church will see the King in His beauty.  

N. At the end of the age, the Church will grow into full maturity (Eph. 5:27; cf. 2 Cor. 11:2; Rev. 19:7) 
at the deepest level of joy (Hab. 3:17; Matt. 13:44; Jn. 3:29) in the greatest intensity of judgment 
(Dan. 12:1; Matt. 24:21).  

III. JOYFULLY SINGING IN HIS JUDGMENT 

A. The end-time Church will be characterized with joyful singing. The global joyful-singing movement 
is one of the main characteristics of the end-time judgment (cf. Ex. 15:21; De. 32:43; Es. 8:11, 16–
17; 2. Chron. 20; Ps. 33; 45; 58:10–11; 67:4; 96; 98; 99; 149; Isa. 12:6; 14:7b; 24:14-16; 25; 26; 
42:10-14; 44:23; 49:13; 51:11; 54:1-2; 62:1-7; 63:7; Jer. 31:7-14; Ezek. 35:14; Hos. 2:15; Hab. 
3:17-19; Zeph. 3:14-17; Zech. 2:10; 10:7; Mal. 1:11; Lk. 18:7-8; Acts. 16:11; Rev. 5:9; 11:13; 14:3; 
18:20; 19:1-2). 
4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the 
nations upon earth. Selah. (Ps. 67:4, ESV) 
42“I will make My arrows [Ps. 45:5] drunk with blood, And My sword [Ps. 45:3; Rev. 19:15; 21] 
shall devour flesh, with the blood of the slain and the captives, from the heads of the leaders of 
the enemy.” 43Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people [the remnant of Jacob, Jer. 31:7]; For He will 
avenge the blood of His servants, and render vengeance [Isa. 34; 61:2; 63:4] to His adversaries; 
He will provide atonement for His land and His people. (Deut. 32:42-43, NKJV) 
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B. Isaiah 24 is a continuation of Deuteronomy 32. It paints a dramatic picture of this global singing 
movement in the context of God’s end-time judgment. First, the prophet sets the stage by describing 
the time of deep darkness and intense judgment. In his words, the intensity of crisis and judgment 
will result in an extreme death toll such that “few men are left.”  
6Therefore a curse [Lev. 26; Deut. 28] devours the earth [Deut. 32:22], and its inhabitants suffer 
for their guilt; therefore the inhabitants of the earth are scorched, and few men are left.          
(Isa. 24:4–6, ESV) 

C. Isaiah further describes how the ordinary pleasures of life will banish. He specifically highlights the 
effect on secular songs and music. If we contextualize this, it means that the entire music industry 
(Billboard, iTunes, Spotify, and Youtube) will altogether go out of business entirely. The terror of 
God’s judgment will cause the whole world to be stilled in deep silence. 
8The mirth of the tambourines is stilled, the noise of the jubilant has ceased, the mirth of the lyre 
is stilled… 11There is an outcry in the streets for lack of wine; all joy has grown dark; the 
gladness of the earth is banished. (Isa. 24:8–11 ESV) 

D. In context of this great trouble, Isaiah suddenly switches the scene and describes global singing. He 
hears songs crashing like a tidal wave, breaking forth like polished arrows from the four corners of 
the earth. He specifically highlights how these songs are characterized with “joy” and empowered 
by “the beauty of the Lord.”  
 14They shall lift up their voice, they shall sing [“sing for joy”, ESV]; For the majesty [beauty] of 
the LORD, they shall cry aloud from the sea. 15Therefore glorify the LORD in the dawning light, 
the name of the LORD God of Israel in the coastlands of the sea. 16From the ends of the earth we 
have heard songs: “Glory to the righteous!”…” (Isa. 24:14–16, NKJV) 

E. 2700 years ago, Isaiah heard (“we have heard”) the songs of the global Church. In the time of 
greatest trouble, the Church will sing like never before with the deepest level of joy over the beauty 
of Jesus. The message of God’s beauty will be like a fire shut up in the bones (Jer. 20:9), and it will 
boil, erupt, and overflow (Ps. 45:1) in the global singing movement.  
 10“My beloved is white and ruddy, Chief among ten thousand.” (Song 5:10, NKJV) 

F. The end-time Church is not a survivor. The Bible does warn of the perilous danger of the end-time 
deception, offense, and falling away (Mic. 7:5-6; Matt. 24:10-11; Mk. 13:12; Lk. 21:16; 2 Thess. 
2:3; 2 Pet. 3:1-4; Rev. 19:20). However, the Scriptures make clear that the Church will thrive and 
beautify herself, not merely survive, in the end times. She is a victorious, mature, lovesick, joyful, 
singing Bride (Rev. 19:7). 

G. The beauty of God inflames and fuels global worship. This means the message of beauty is more 
than significant; it is central to the end-time Church.  
3You will keep him [the one who sits at the feet of Jesus to behold His beauty] in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. (Isa. 26:3, NKJV) 
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IV. THE PEOPLE OF UNDERSTANDING 

A. God promises that He will raise up leaders and messengers of understanding who will feed a 
generation with the knowledge of His beauty (Jer. 3:15; cf. Dan. 11:33). 
15“And I will give you shepherds according to My heart, who will feed you with knowledge and 
understanding.” (Jer. 3:15, NKJV) 

B. The book of Daniel is the clear picture of what it means to be a person of understanding. The word, 
understanding, is a key word in the whole book. Notice the difference of Daniel’s response in 
chapter 8 compared to later in chapter 10. This shows Daniel’s growth in understanding. 
27“And I, Daniel, was overcome and lay sick for some days… I was appalled by the vision and did 
not understand it.” (Dan. 8:27, ESV) 
1In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a word was revealed to Daniel… And he understood the 
word and had understanding of the vision. (Dan. 10:1, ESV) 

C. Both chapters deal with the same end-time vision. Within these two chapters, there is a 12-year gap 
(548 BC — 536 BC). Daniel 9 shows you what Daniel did in these intervening 12 years. In short, he 
searched the Bible with all eagerness, with praying and fasting.  

D. The Lord is calling some to embrace a season of rigorous preparation:  

1. Develop a muscle of discipline (habit of grace) in a life of prayer and the study of the Word. 

a. Mike Bickle’s teaching: The Power of a Focused Life 
https://mikebickle.org/watch/?guid=2014_08_22_1800_MB_FCF 

b. Habits of Grace by David Matthias:  
https://www.desiringgod.org/books/habits-of-grace 

2. Remove every distraction. 


