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Discovering the Longing of Jesus the Bridegroom God 
 

I. THE LONGING OF JESUS EXPRESSED BEFORE HE WENT TO THE CROSS  
 

24“Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may 
behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. 25O 
righteous Father! The world has not known You, but I have known You; and these have known that 
You sent Me. 26 And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which 
You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” (Jn. 17:24-26) 

 
2…looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
(Heb. 12:2)  

 
43And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.” (Lk. 23:43) 

 
3Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His 
feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil…7But Jesus said, “Let her 
alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial. 8For the poor you have with you always, but Me you 
do not have always.”  (Jn. 12:3-8) 

II. THE LONGING OF JESUS DEFINED AS THAT OF A BRIDEGROOM TOWARD HIS BRIDE 

A. Jesus revealed as Bridegroom in the gospels: 
28“You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ but, ‘I have been sent 
before Him.’ 29He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who 
stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of 
mine is fulfilled.” (Jn. 3:28-29) 
 
14Then the disciples of John came to Him, saying, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast often, 
but Your disciples do not fast?” 15And Jesus said to them, “Can the friends of the bridegroom 
mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them? But the days will come when the bridegroom 
will be taken away from them, and then they will fast. (Mt. 9:14-15) 

B. The apostle Paul speaks of the “great mystery” of Jesus as Bridegroom:  
25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 
26that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27that He 
might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, 
but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28So husbands ought to love their own wives 
as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29For no one ever hated his own 
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 30For we are members 
of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 31“For this reason a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32This is a great 
mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. (Eph. 5:25-32) 
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C. According to Ephesians 5:32, in the moment of creation God was acting and speaking as 
Bridegroom. Adam is a picture of Jesus. Marriage is not a metaphor Jesus borrowed from the 
human experience, rather God loans marriage to humanity temporarily to point to who He has 
always been. 
18And the Lord God said, “It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper 
comparable to him.” 19Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and 
every bird of the air, and brought them to Adam to see what he would call them. And whatever 
Adam called each living creature, that was its name. 20So Adam gave names to all cattle, to the 
birds of the air, and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper 
comparable to him. 21And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and 
He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 22Then the rib which the Lord God 
had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man. 23And Adam 
said: “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, 
because she was taken out of Man.” 24Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and 
be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. (Gen. 2:18-24) 

D. Humanity was created to be God’s counterpart. 
24Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth the living creature according to its kind: cattle and 
creeping thing and beast of the earth, each according to its kind”; and it was so. 25And God 
made the beast of the earth according to its kind, cattle according to its kind, and everything 
that creeps on the earth according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 26Then God said, 
“Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27So God created man in His own image; in the 
image of God He created him; male and female He created them. (Gen. 1:24-27) 

E. Human marriage is glorious, but it is only temporary, as a shadow and type of what is to come. 
32Last of all the woman died also. 33Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife does she 
become? For all seven had her as wife.” 34Jesus answered and said to them, “The sons of this 
age marry and are given in marriage. 35But those who are counted worthy to attain that age, 
and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage; 36nor can they 
die anymore, for they are equal to the angels and are sons of God, being sons of the 
resurrection. (Lk. 20:32-36) 
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III. IN EVERY SEASON OF OUR LIVES JESUS IS LONGING FOR US AS OUR BRIDEGROOM 
 

2“Go and cry in the hearing of Jerusalem, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord: “I remember you, the 
kindness of your youth, the love of your betrothal, when you went after Me in the wilderness, in a 
land not sown. 3Israel was holiness to the Lord, the firstfruits of His increase. All that devour him will 
offend; disaster will come upon them,” says the Lord.’” …5Thus says the Lord: “What injustice have 
your fathers found in Me, that they have gone far from Me, have followed idols, and have become 
idolaters? 6Neither did they say, ‘Where is the Lord, who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, who 
led us through the wilderness, through a land of deserts and pits, through a land of drought and the 
shadow of death, through a land that no one crossed and where no one dwelt?’ 7I brought you into a 
bountiful country, to eat its fruit and its goodness. But when you entered, you defiled My land and 
made My heritage an abomination. 8The priests did not say, ‘Where is the Lord?’ and those who 
handle the law did not know Me. (Jer. 2:2-8) 
 
31“O generation, see the word of the Lord! Have I been a wilderness to Israel, or a land of darkness? 
Why do My people say, ‘We are lords; we will come no more to You’? 32Can a virgin forget her 
ornaments, or a bride her attire? Yet My people have forgotten Me days without number.” (Jer.  
2:31-32) 
 
3“They say, ‘If a man divorces his wife, and she goes from him and becomes another man’s, may he 
return to her again?’ Would not that land be greatly polluted? But you have played the harlot with 
many lovers; yet return to Me,” says the Lord. (Jer. 3:3) 
 
14“Return, O backsliding children,” says the Lord; “for I am married to you. I will take you, one from 
a city and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion. 15And I will give you shepherds according 
to My heart, who will feed you with knowledge and understanding. (Jer. 3:14-15) 

 
9“Therefore I will return and take away My grain in its time and My new wine in its season, and will 
take back My wool and My linen, given to cover her nakedness. 10Now I will uncover her lewdness in 
the sight of her lovers, and no one shall deliver her from My hand…14“Therefore, behold, I will 
allure her, will bring her into the wilderness, and speak comfort to her. 15I will give her her vineyards 
from there, and the Valley of Achor as a door of hope; she shall sing there, as in the days of her 
youth, as in the day when she came up from the land of Egypt. 16“And it shall be, in that day,” says 
the Lord, “That you will call Me ‘My Husband,’ and no longer call Me ‘My Master,’…19“I will 
betroth you to Me forever; yes, I will betroth you to Me in righteousness and justice, in 
lovingkindness and mercy; 20I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness, and you shall know the Lord. 
(Hos. 2:9-10, 14, 16, 19-20) 

IV. THE SURE HOPE OF JESUS THE BRIDEGROOM AWAKENS LONGING IN OUR HEARTS 
 
9Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’” 
And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of God.” 10And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he 
said to me, “See that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the 
testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” (Rev. 19:9-10) 
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1Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. 
Also there was no more sea. 2Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from 
heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they 
shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4And God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more 
pain, for the former things have passed away.” 5Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make 
all things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” 6And He said to 
me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the 
fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. (Rev. 21:1-6) 
 
9Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to me 
and talked with me, saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” 10And he carried me 
away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, 
descending out of heaven from God, 11having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious 
stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal…23The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine 
in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. …26And they shall bring the glory and 
the honor of the nations into it. 27But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes 
an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. (Rev. 21:9-27) 
 
17And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who 
thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely. (Rev. 22:17) 


