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Holy Desperation in the Presence of the Lord: Convergence of Prayer, 
Worship, Missions, and Justice   
     
4 So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look at it. 5But one of 
the elders said to me, “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed 
to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.” 
6And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of 
the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the 
seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7Then He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of 
Him who sat on the throne.  
8Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the 
Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9And they 
sang a new song, saying: 
 
“You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; for You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by 
Your blood out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 10and have made us kings and priests to our 
God; and we shall reign on the earth. (Rev. 5:4-10) 
 
 
I. THE CONTEXT OF THIS MESSAGE (REV. 4-5) 

 
A. Revelation of the One who sits on the throne 

 
1. Ancient of Days (Rev. 4:1-5, Dan. 7:9-10) 
 
2. Holy, holy, holy – transcendent and yet immanent (Isa. 6:1-10; Rev. 4:8) 
 
3. Worthiness of the One who sits on the throne as Creator (Rev. 5:11) 
 
4. Seven lamps of fire burning before Him; the seven Spirits of God (Rev. 4:5) 

 
B. Revelation of worship around the throne of God 

 
1. Four living creatures with eyes and wings (Isa. 6:1-10; Ezek. 1; Rev. 4:8) 
 
2. Four living creatures with faces like a lion, a calf, a man, and an eagle (Rev. 5:7) 
 
3. Four living creatures giving thanks and honor and worship to God (Rev. 5:9) 
 
4. Twenty-four elders with harps and bowls casting their crowns in worship (Rev. 5:10-11) 
 
5. Worship includes dynamics of thundering, lightning, proclamation, music, and songs 
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6. Worship centers on the Ancient of Days and the Lamb of God (Rev. 4-5; Dan. 7:9-14). 
 
7. Worship, praise, and thanksgiving focus on the glory of God’s creative and redemptive 

acts (Rev. 4:11; 5:9-10). 
 

C. Revelation of “worthy is the Lamb” 
 
1. Worthy is the Lamb who has redeemed creation to God by His blood (Dan. 7:13-14; Rev. 

5:9-10). 
 
2. All in heaven, on earth, and under the earth receive and proclaim the worthiness of the 

Lamb (Rev. 5:9-14, Dan. 7:13-14). 
 
3. Jesus, the worthy Lamb, is the only one who has prevailed to take the scroll from the 

Ancient of Days, and who is qualified to open the seals so that the words of the scroll can 
be read. 

 
D. Revelation of worship and prayer in heaven, on earth, and under the earth 

 
1. Worship and prayer exist because God exists in His glory, honor, and power, and any 

created beings coming in contact with Him are compelled to exclaim their encounter in 
the form of worship (Rev. 4:11; 5:9-14). 

 
2. The creatures with the most intimate knowledge of this are the twenty-four elders around 

the throne and the four living creatures with eyes all around them. These eyes were made 
to perceive pre-Genesis 1 light (Rev. 4). 

 
3. The four living creatures do not rest from their worship day or night. They are creatures 

with immense capacity to worship, as they keep gazing on our holy God who is totally 
other than the beauty of any created being. Their enlarged and enhanced capacity to gaze 
upon the beauty of God’s holiness is reflected in their capacity to worship day and night, 
exclaiming, “Holy, holy, holy” (Rev. 4:7-8, Isa. 6:1-10). 

 
4. The four living creatures make proclamation, fly with six wings, and have the capacity 

for enhanced beholding. 
 

II. HOLY DESPERATION IN THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD 
 
4So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look at it. 
(Rev. 5:4) 

 
A. John the Apostle wept much when He was confronted by this hopeless prospect, where no one in 

heaven, on earth, or under the earth could provide the solution to the desperate state of humanity, 
his people, and the earth. This was not merely a moment of despair or a state of emotional 
depression; rather by revelation, not only was there no help available from any powerful figure 
on earth, there was no prospect of help from any powerful being in heaven or under the earth.  
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It was a moment of holy desperation, with full perspective and consciousness, which most of us 
have not come close to experiencing. I believe John experienced this intense moment of holy 
desperation, as he discerned the presence of the Lord, the hour, and the signs.  

 
B. Desperation and despair linked to hopelessness often result from an incomplete perspective of 

the accessibility and availability of resources. However, in John’s case, he was invited into a 
measure of revelation that allowed him to see the reality in heaven, on earth, and under the earth. 
He was given revelation of almost all possible candidates in every realm. Thus, the holy 
desperation that overcame him was not due to his lack of proper perspective, but was a result of 
his proper discernment in the presence of the Lord. 

 
C. Suddenly, John was comforted by the revelation of the qualification of the slain Lamb of God 

from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, who had prevailed to open the seals and the scroll. 
Jesus Christ, the slain Lamb of God, became the only possible source of his comfort. No one else 
in heaven, on earth, or under the earth could bring him comfort in his weeping. 

 
D. Holy desperation under the Spirit of revelation can produce a groaning intercession (Rom. 8:25-

35) unto the transformation of our souls, our families, our communities, our cities, and our 
nations. Only when a soul falls into such holy desperation can such deep cries come forth as 
incense before the Lord. Scripture and redemptive history are full of stories of rampant 
godlessness in society, in which a committed individual or minority group cried out to God from 
the depths of their souls, thus releasing a breakthrough of the Holy Spirit in their generation in 
missions, justice, revival, and community transformation. We need a holy desperation that will 
grip our souls unto personal transformation, leading to transformation of our families, our 
neighborhoods, our communities and, if possible, our nation—one person at a time, one home at 
a time, one street at a time, one town at a time, one city at a time, and one nation at a time. 

 
E. Do we discern the presence of the Lord? Do we discern the times? Do we discern the hour?  

  
1. God has been raising up prayer furnaces all across this nation and across the earth. In the 

weeks before the last election, concerted prayer and worship continued for 40-50 days 
around the nation and even in the vicinity of the White House. 

 
2. A committed minority of young people in this nation are turning to the Lord in radical 

devotion and putting the first commandment back in first place in their lives. America has 
the fifth largest population of those below 15 years of age; the 2010 US census reports 
the median age as being 36.7 years old.  

 
3. World Missions Apparatus is targeting 2020–2025 as the time to initiate a church-

planting movement in every remaining unreached and unengaged people group on the 
earth within every “omega zone,” based on the www.4kworldmap.org. 

 
Organizations with Christian values are making significant progress in justice issues: 
clean water access, education, basic healthcare, anti-slavery, pro-life, pro-family, civil 
liberties, etc. 
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4. Church engagement has fallen below 4% of the population among those who were born 
after 1984. A recent news poll states that for the first time more than half of the 
population of the USA does not profess to be practicing Christians. 

 
5. In 2011, 48 million Americans were living below poverty level. This is more than 15% of 

our total population. About 20% of US residents made $9,500 or less annually, while 5% 
made more than $500,000 annually. The gap between rich and poor is widening, and the 
middle-class, who are the back-bone of the American way of life, is fast disappearing, 
threatening the fundamental fabric of liberty as we know it. 

 
6. Both prayer and Bible curriculum have been removed from public schools, while sexual 

immorality fills our airwaves and digital media in the name of liberty. States are 
beginning to legalize marijuana for entertainment purposes, and private corporations will 
potentially face heavy fines for walking out their faith based on the conviction that “life 
begins at conception.” In 2013-14, we may be facing a national crisis over the sanctity of 
the covenant of marriage as such cases reach the Supreme Court of the United States. 

 
7. According to our Treasury Secretary, Timothy Geithner, our national debt ceiling of 

$16.4 trillion (which is larger than the GDP of this nation) will again be reached on New 
Year’s Eve 2012, risking the shutting down of some federal services and a governmental 
default, unless the government can reach a deal to avoid the “fiscal cliff” and pass an 
elevation of our debt ceiling. Since the 2008 financial meltdown, there has been talk 
about restructuring the global financial system into a greater debt-leverage and high-core 
capital-ratio system. The truth remains that four years after the financial meltdown, the 
debt-leveraging has merely shifted from private institutions to central banks across the 
nations. The world is at significant risk of a debt-default on an unimaginable scale. 
Perhaps the only solution is to create a global, central bank to supervise national financial 
systems. Such a scenario may create nationalistic revolutions or revolts against a global 
financial regime, thus destabilizing the world in a significant way. 

 
8. In 2001, several thousand lives were lost on September 11 as a result of a terrorist attack 

on New York’s World Trade Center, which was a symbol of American superiority in 
world trade and finance. Seven years later, Wall Street experienced a meltdown that 
affected millions around the world. In 2005, Hurricane Katrina devastated New Orleans 
and several Gulf states, and, seven years after that, Hurricane Sandy pounded the eastern 
seaboard. Then Sandy Hook Elementary School experienced a horrific tragedy that took 
the lives of 26 precious souls. The Midwest drought in 2012 reminded people of the Dust 
Bowl drought and famine in the 1930s, which occurred not long after the beginning of the 
Great Depression in 1929. Senseless violence and killings on the soil of the United States 
by foreign enemies, local disturbed people, and natural disasters of monumental 
proportions all possibly point to the reality of Job 1:9-10: the hedge of the Lord has been 
lifted in certain regions as the nation continues to depart from the Lord and His ways.  
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9So Satan answered the LORD and said, “Does Job fear God for nothing? 10Have You not made a hedge 
around him, around his household, and around all that he has on every side? You have blessed the work 
of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 10But now, stretch out Your hand and touch 
all that he has, and he will surely curse You to Your face!” (Job 1:9-11) 

 
9. How much more will it take before we are gripped by the revelation in His presence that 

leads us to holy desperation that leads to prayer-based transformation? Transformation 
essentially demands the convergence of prayer, worship, missions, justice, and 
discipleship into a mighty stream.  

 
III. THE IMMEDIATE HISTORICAL-GRAMMATICAL CONTEXT SURROUNDING REV. 5:8-10 
 

A. Context around the throne of God 
 
1. Voices and sounds like a trumpet, thunder, and the proclamation of angels, elders, and 

living creatures (Rev. 4:1-10) 
 
2. Materials like precious stones, e.g. jasper, sardius, and crystal (Rev. 4:3-7) 
 
3. Colors from rainbow and many and varied reflections of light and beauty of light, along 

with lightning like light (Rev. 4:3, 5) 
 
4. Creatures (Rev. 4:6-9) 
 
5. Elders with thrones (Rev. 4:4) 
 
6. Angels (Rev. 5:2, 11) 
 
7. Seven Spirits of God (Rev. 5:6) 
 
8. Sea of glass like crystal (Rev. 4:6) 

 
 

B. The scroll with seven seals 
 
1. In the right hand of Him who sits on the throne, who lives in inapproachable light (Rev. 

5:1) 
 
2. With writing inside and on the back, and sealed with seven seals (Rev. 5:1) 
 
3. No one in heaven, on earth, or under the earth is worthy to take the scroll or open its seals 

(Rev. 5:2-8) 
 

C. The Lamb that was slain 
 
1. The Lamb of God was slain from the foundation of the world (Rev. 13:8) 
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2. The Lamb was from the root of David and the tribe of Judah, from humanity (Rev. 5:5-6) 
 
3. The Lamb has seven eyes and seven horns, symbolic of the fullness of authority, 

presence, and power of the seven Spirits of God (Rev. 5:6) 
 
4. The Lamb took the scroll from the One who sits on the throne (Rev. 5:7) 

 
D. The four living creatures and the twenty-four elders around the throne 

 
1. The four living creatures and the twenty-four elders each have a harp and golden bowls 

full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 
 
2. They sang a new song. The most intimate creatures around the throne began a new song 

that could not be sung before, as no one had been found worthy to take the scroll and to 
open its seals (Rev. 5:8). 

 
E. Angels around the throne 

 
Ten thousand upon ten thousands ministered to God with proclamation (Rev. 5:11; Dan. 7:14). 

 
F. Sea of glass like crystal 

 
Comparative study of Rev. 4 and 5 reveals the possibility that Rev. 4:6, the sea of glass mingled 
with fire, correlates with Rev. 5:11-14, where the sea of glass represents creatures on earth and 
under the earth and in the sea. 

  
G. Proclamation and the new song 

 
1. There are at least six worshipful proclamations recorded in the book of Revelation, with 

two of them explicitly expressed as songs: Rev. 5:8, 15:3-4.  
 
2. The song of the Lamb in Rev. 5:8 was sung by the elders and creatures, and pertains to 

the redemption of creation for all nations (Jn. 4; Rom. 8:18-23; Rev. 5:8). 
 
IV. THE NEW SONG: GLOBAL WORSHIP, PRAYERS, MISSIONS, JUSTICE MOVEMENT 

 
A. Christo-centric (Lion and Lamb) 

 
1. The new song of Rev. 5:8 could not be sung before. It was sung in response to the 

victorious act of the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David—the slain Lamb’s 
completed act of redemption on the cross. 

 
2. The scroll sealed with seven seals was in the right hand of Him who sits on the throne. 

Heaven has many scrolls and books, including the Lamb’s Book of Life (Rev. 21:27), but 
this sealed scroll is tightly held in His right hand, and no one can take it from Him. 
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3. The new-song movement is centered on the revelation of Jesus—His redemption of the 

nations and our eschatological hope on earth. 
 

B. Sound from heaven: twenty-four elders with harps and bowls 
 
1. This new song has been initiated from heaven. 
 
2. It is not just the words of the song, but also the melody and the sound, as the twenty-four 

elders play their harps. 
 
3. This new song is mingled with the bowls filled with the prayers of the saints. 
 
4. The new song is carried by heavenly music.  
 
5. The new song provoked the angels to proclaim their response to the worthiness of the 

Lamb. 
 
6. The new song affected all realms of creation in heaven, earth, and under the earth. 
 
7. Interesting: the psalmist captured glimpses of these heavenly revelations, e.g. 

 
3Sing to Him a new song; play skillfully with a shout of joy. 4For the word of the 
LORD is right, and all His work is done in truth. 5He loves righteousness and justice; 

 the earth is full of the goodness of the LORD. (Ps. 33:3-5) 
 

1Oh, sing to the LORD a new song! Sing to the LORD, all the earth. 2Sing to the LORD, 
bless His name; proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day. 3Declare 
His glory among the nations, His wonders among all peoples. (Ps. 96:1-3) 

 
1Oh, sing to the LORD a new song! For He has done marvelous things; His right 
hand and His holy arm have gained Him the victory. 2The LORD has made known 
His salvation; His righteousness He has revealed in the sight of the nations. 3He has 
remembered His mercy and His faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of 
the earth have seen the salvation of our God. (Ps. 98:1-3) 

 
9I will sing a new song to You, O God; on a harp of ten strings I will sing praises to 
You, 10the One who gives salvation to kings, who delivers David His servant from the 
deadly sword. (Ps. 144:9-10) 

     
1Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, and His praise in the assembly of 
saints.  2Let Israel rejoice in their Maker; let the children of Zion be joyful in their 
King. 3Let them praise His name with the dance; let them sing praises to Him with 
the timbrel and harp.  4For the LORD takes pleasure in His people; He will beautify 
the humble with salvation. (Ps. 149:1-4) 
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C. Symphony of heaven and earth 
 
1. The creatures on the earth respond to the new song that is initiated by the living creatures 

and the twenty-four elders and amplified by ten thousand upon ten thousands of angels; 
the four living creatures with deep agreement proclaimed, “Amen.” 

 
2. This worship from the realm of the earth prompts the twenty-four elders to fall down in 

worship just as the worship around the throne affected the creatures on the earth. 
 
3. We who are redeemed by the blood of the Lamb are called to join this unbroken 

symphony of praise, as we are part of the storyline of this new song of redemption. Our 
worship provokes a response not only in the heart of Christ, but also in the most intimate 
creatures around the throne, those who have the greatest capacity for worship. 

 
D. Response of the twenty-four elders and four living creatures to the symphony of creation 

 
1. The twenty-four elders fall down when the four living creatures exclaim in worship and 

thanksgiving. They also fall down in worship at the moment of angelic proclamation. 
 
2. The twenty-four elders fall down to worship in response to the worship exclamation from 

the creatures on earth proclaiming the worthiness of the One who sits on the throne and 
of the Lamb of God. 

 
E. Songs of heaven 

 
 1Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred 

and forty-four thousand, having His Father’s name written on their foreheads.  2And I 
heard a voice from heaven, like the voice of many waters, and like the voice of loud thunder. 
And I heard the sound of harpists playing their harps. 3They sang as it were a new song 
before the throne, before the four living creatures, and the elders; and no one could learn 
that song except the hundred and forty-four thousand who were redeemed from the earth. 
Rev. 14:1-3 

 
 1Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous: seven angels having the seven 

last plagues, for in them the wrath of God is complete. 2And I saw something like a sea of 
glass mingled with fire, and those who have the victory over the beast, over his image and 
over his mark and over the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, having harps 
of God. 3They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying: 
“Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O 
King of the saints! 4Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone 
are holy. For all nations shall come and worship before You, for Your judgments have been 
manifested.” Rev. 15:1-4 
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V. REDEMPTION OF CREATION 
 

The four living creatures and the twenty-four elders around the throne sang a new song of redemption: 
“…and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every tongue, and tribe, and people and nation.” 
This reminds us of the passage in Rom. 8:18-23, where all creation groans for the fullness of 
redemption. Creation in Rom. 8 must be understood in the context of Rev. 5. 

 
VI. ETERNAL PRIESTHOOD AND KINGSHIP ON THE EARTH 

 
A. Our redemption leads to our eternal kingship and priesthood. 
 
B. It is about the restoration of all things, as the redeemed will inherit the earth and rule with Christ. 

 
VII. THE NEW SONG MOVEMENT WILL MANIFEST THROUGH END-TIME MOVES OF GOD 

IN RELATION TO THE SEVEN SEALS 
 

A. The new song that was sung after Christ prevailed to take the scroll will continue to intensify and 
unfold as we approach the opening of the seals on the scroll.  
 

B. I believe the end-time move of God will be connected to new songs released from divine and 
heavenly inspiration—songs initiated by the creatures in the throne room of heaven. 

 
VIII. THE ROLE OF INTERCESSORY MISSIONARIES, MUSICIANS, AND SINGERS 

 
A. I believe the word God spoke to Mike Bickle, that He was going to change the expression and 

understanding of Christianity, and about the coming of the “song birds” (prophetic singers) as 
the global prayer movement gathers strength is directly related to the release of Christo-centric 
new songs that are released according to God’s prophetic and redemptive plan and time. 

 
B. As intercessory missionaries in this house, we join with all redeemed believers around the world, 

and we must understand that our storyline is written in Rev. 4-5 and beyond, and that we have 
been called to respond to sounds and music that are initiated from the most intimate place around 
the throne. 

 
C. Prophetic Scripture and the revelation of Jesus must continue to be the centrality of this new 

song movement until the kingdom of this world becomes the kingdom of our God (Rev. 15:1-4). 


