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Interpretation of Prophetic Passages
Gil Rugh
We frequently hear people say,
“Everyone has their own interpretation,” as if the Bible is difficult
to understand. But, consider this:
If God chose to reveal himself, and
he has, wouldn’t He reveal himself
in a way we could understand?

The Bible Is the Word of God.
We believe God has chosen to
reveal himself and that the Bible is
that revelation. This revelation is
everything we need to know. We
also believe in the inspiration of
the Scriptures. By this we mean
that the Holy Spirit moved the human authors of the Scriptures so
that what they wrote were the very
words of God.

Diversity over Prophecy

Bernard Ramm identified the
cause of diversity in the interpretation
of prophetic passages in his book,
Protestant Biblical Interpretation.
The real issue in prophetic
interpretation among evangelicals is this: can prophetic
literature be interpreted by the
general method of grammatical exegesis, or is some special

principle necessary? (p. 244)
Clarence Bass introduces and
defines allegorical interpretation in
his book, Backgrounds to Dispensationalism.
Two basic principles of interpretation are thus available: the
grammatical-historical (literal)
and the allegorical. The literal
method is that method which
gives the word the meaning it
would normally have according to its natural construction
and usage. The allegorical
method is that method which
takes the same word and seeks
to find a deeper meaning than
the natural one. (p. 22)

Principles of Interpretation
and Where They Lead

We would be on shaky ground
if we were to cast aside the historical, grammatical principles of
interpretation. And, it’s interesting
that even those who disagree with
the literal interpretation of prophecy know what conclusions would
result from the literal method of
Continued on page 4
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Interpretation
interpretation.
Bass, in his attempt to discredit literal interpretation, correctly identified the result of literal
interpretation.
This leads to exact futuristic
fulfillment of every detail of
early prophetic statements.
If the pattern of rigid literalness is to be followed to its
natural conclusions, the same
dispensationalists who insist
that the unconditional promises to Israel must be literally

fulfilled as to the land, seat
of government, restoration of
temple, etc., during the millennial reign of Christ, must also
(as true dispensationalists do)
believe that the “new Jerusalem” described in the closing
chapter of Revelation will actually be the eternal abode of
the saints continuing on earth.
(p. 23)
Yes! That is exactly where the
literal interpretation of prophecy
takes us! We believe that.
Another spokesman against
the literal interpretation of propheContinued on page 5

Literal Interpretation
Historical Grammatical

Principles of Interpretation:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Historical Setting
Rules of Grammar
Context
Authorial Intent
Progressive Revelation
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the following:

Interpretation

Historical Setting: We look
at Scripture in its historical setting
and consider it in that context.

cy is Graeme Goldsworthy, author
of Gospel-Centered Hermeneutics. He goes so far as to say that
literal interpretation of the Bible is
not consistent with the gospel (p.
167). However, Goldsworthy does
acknowledge that in the prophecies that were fulfilled, they were
fulfilled literally.
Because Jesus is an historical
figure, an Israelite who has
come in the flesh, he indeed
fulfils some prophecies in a
rather literal way. (p. 170)
Micah prophesied that the
Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. (Not somewhere in the
Middle East.) Jesus was born in
Bethlehem. That is not rather
literal. It is completely literal.
The interpretation problem is
not over the meaning of “literal.”
It’s over whether we choose a
literal or allegorical interpretation
of prophecy. The allegorical interpretation embraces deeper, hidden
meanings to the words. Can you
imagine where that could take you?
The only trustworthy method
for interpreting the Bible, including the prophetic passages, is via
a literal, historical, grammatical
method.

Principles of Interpretation
The principles for interpreting
Scripture in a literal manner are

Rules of Grammar: We must
know what words mean and interpret them according to their normal usage. We need to understand
sentence structure and follow the
normal rules of grammar as we
seek to understand the meaning
of a passage in the Bible. Literal
does not mean there are not figures
of speech or symbols in the Bible.
Those things are part of speech.
We read them and understand what
they mean.
Context: This determines
meaning. Words have different
meanings depending on their
context.
Authorial Intent: What did
the original author mean?
Progressive Revelation: God
did not reveal everything to the
prophets at once. For example,
He did not tell the Old Testament
prophets about the two comings of
Christ. The prophets wrote what
God revealed to them, but they did
not know that some events would
Continued on page 6

“All Scripture is inspired by
God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
for training in righteousness”
(2 Tim. 3:16).
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occur at one time in history and
other events at another time. Later,
more revelation was given, which
helped clarify previous revelation.
The later revelation did not change
previous revelation, but it may
change our understanding of the
earlier revelation.

Progress in Revelation
At the last supper, Jesus told
the disciples that they would sit on
thrones in His kingdom. Even after
His resurrection, the disciples still
did not understand that the kingdom would not be established until
His second coming. Shortly before
He ascended to heaven the disciples asked, “Lord, is it at this time
You are restoring the Kingdom to
Israel?” (Acts 1:6). Jesus told them
that they didn’t need to know the
timing of that event.
God chose to reveal the
chronological order of future prophetic events to the Apostle John
in the Book of Revelation. This
book lays out many of the events
prophesied in the Old Testament in
the order that they will occur and it
is not difficult to understand using
the literal, historical, grammatical
method of interpretation.
We are blessed to see how
God’s plan throughout the ages fits
together perfectly as we study the
Book of Revelation.
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Pilot Steve Scheibner to Speak April 2

In My Seat on 9/11
First Officer Steve Scheibner
packed his suitcase and waited for
the phone call finalizing his assignment to fly American Airlines
Flight 11, from Boston to L.A. The
call never came.
Steve will be at The Hills on
April 2 to share the events leading
up to Flight 11 and the subsequent
death of Tom McGuinness in the
seat that should have been filled
by Steve on 9/11. That flight was
hijacked and flown into the World
Trade Center.
Steve believes God spared his
life. As a Christian, he believes
Jesus took his place by dying on

the cross for his sins, and says, “I
know what it’s like to have somebody die in my place — not once,
but twice.”
In My Seat is the title of the
message Steve will be sharing at
The Hills on Sunday April 2 at 10
a.m. Anyone raising children will
be blessed by the 4 p.m. mini-conference he will present on parenting, entitled Parent with Purpose.
At 6:00 p.m., Steve will talk about
the Believer’s Character Health.
Everyone is welcome to attend
any or all of these sessions. Be
sure to invite your friends. Even
those who do not regularly attend
church will be captivated by Steve’s
recollection of the day’s events.
Child care will be provided for
all services including the 4:00 p.m.
mini-conference. If you will need
child care for the mini-conference,
please sign up at the table in the
south lobby, so we know how
many children to expect.
All three messages will be
interpreted for the Deaf.
Posters and fliers will be available at the table in the south lobby.
Consider hanging a poster at your
office, coffee shop, or gym. You
might hang a “Parenting with Purpose” poster at a daycare center.
Please take as many as you need
and help advertise this event.
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Bible Fellowship Hour
Children’ Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school
coordinator’s desk for
class locations.

HIS
Studying Deuteronomy
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

Prime Time (60+ retired)
Studying Genesis
Mike Voss Teaching
Room 1417

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Acts
Team Taught
Cornerstone House

LOGOS
Studying First Samuel
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Topical Study
Team Taught
Room 1430

180 0 Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)

Classes begin at 8:45
a.m. but everyone is
welcome to come at
8:30 a.m. for a cup of
coffee and fellowship.

Alpha Omega (18–25)
Studying 1 John
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311

One Heart
Studying Matthew
Dick Bergt Teaching
Room 1112

EDGE
Topical Study
Team Taught
Rooms 2211

LIFE
Studying Matthew
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

Common Bonds
Studying Acts
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404

The Father Knows Best
Studying “Taking the Mystery Out of Revelation”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414

For more information
about any of these
classes, contact Duane
Nelsen at 483-4541,
visit the class, or stop by
the information center
in the south lobby.
Information Center
We would love to meet
you! Please stop by and
pick up your visitor/
newcomer gift bag.
We’re located across
from Sound Words.

“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also
we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in
which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God”
(Romans 5:1, 2).
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Family News.
New Address. Nick and Connie
McElvain are now living at 7568
Kentwell Lane, Lincoln, NE 68516

Children’s Studies
Sunday School. Depending on the
teacher’s choice, the children studied a Psalm, Proverb or verse from
Ecclesiastes.
Children’s Church. The children
studied Acts 9 and learned aboutSaul and his conversion on the
road to Damascus. The lesson goal
is that Saul repented from being
God’s enemy and entered into
God’s family.

Information
Bush Caretaker Needed. If you
would be interested in caring for
the church’s bushes, please call
Roxanne Nelsen at 402-475-8898
Door 2 Door Evangelism (in the
neighborhoods of Lincoln) meets
each Monday at 6:15 p.m., weather
permitting. Meet at the north
entrance of IHCC (by the security
desk). All are welcome to attend.
If you’ve never been out before, we
will pair you up with someone who
has experience and you can learn
by watching and listening.
Ladies Titus Tuesday. All ladies
are invited to join us on Tuesday, March 21 at 9:15 a.m. for a
wonderful morning of learning
and fellowship. Carrie Smith will
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be giving the lesson How Christ
Teaches Contentment. A discussion group follows. Also during
the second hour, Lynne Jensen
and Alicia Arndt will be teaching
Basic Haircutting.
Wednesday Night Study. Tom
Price is teaching on Roman Catholicism on Wednesdays at 7:00
p.m. in the Bible Learning Center.
If you would like more background
on what Catholics believe and
how to share the gospel with loved
ones, plan to attend.
Awana will not meet Wednesday,
March 22 due to spring break.
Junior High will not meet
Wednesday, March 22 due to
spring break.
Subsitute Nursery Workers are
needed for all three services on
Sunday. If you’re available for one
or all three services, call Stephanie
Dowding, 402-416-9868, and she
will put you on the list.
Issues in Our Contemporary
World meets Wednesdays at 7
p.m. Donald Goertzen is teaching on Eretz Israel. Everyone is
welcome.
Nursing Home Ministry. The
highest priority in the nursing
home ministry is a teacher for
Legacy Arbors on the fourth Sunday of the month, starting in April.
There is also a need for a piano
player for this service. Contact
Tom Price at mathmanprice@
gmail.com for more information.

Nursing Home Brochure. We
have a new, updated brochure for
the nursing home ministry. If you
are already involved or would like
to be involved, please contact Tom
Price at mathmanprice@gmail.
com for a new brochure.
VBS 2017 Meeting. All VBS
workers should attend the meeting
on Sunday, March 26 at 5 p.m. in
the chapel.
Van Drivers. We need more van
drivers to transport kids to Awana
on Wednesday nights. Recently,
we had to turn kids away because
there was not enough room in the
one van that has been going out.
We have more vans available! If
you are interested in serving in
this way, please contact Dalton
Dowding at 402-470-1605.
Nursery Workers are needed for
the second hour. Please contact
Cheryl Slade, 402-770-3055, if you
would like to help.
Cleaners are needed to vacuum an
area of the church once every five
weeks. If you would like to help, call
Tami Coffin, 402-366-3490.

Last Week’s Message
March 12 AM. Gil Rugh. GR
1996. Principles for Bible Interpretation. Revelation; Selected Verses
March 12 PM. Gil Rugh. GR 2078.
Deserting God for a Different
Gospel. Galatians 1:6-7

Choir meets on Wednesdays at
7 p.m. and will sing every other
Sunday morning, plus sing for the
Easter service.
Hospitalizations. Please call the
church, 402-483-4541, and notify
Pastor Aaron Nicholson or Curt
Kuster of all hospitalizations and
births.
Creative Sewers will meet Tuesday, March 21, at 11:30 a.m. for
lunch and sewing.
Girls’ Choir (fourth–twelfth
grade) meets on Wednesdays from
5:00-6:15 p.m. in the choir room.
Weather Alert. If you are wondering if the church will be open or
closed due to the weather, check
www.ihcc.org.
Nursing Home Door-to-Door
Evangelism. If you’d like to help,
call Adam Flaugh, 402-310-2070.
Lending Library. This is a great
time to introduce your kids to the
church Lending Library. We have
all kinds of books for both children
and adults.
Home Bible Studies. If you are
looking for a Home Bible Study, or
are interested in hosting a study in
your home, contact Duane Nelsen
at 402-483-4541.
Weddings & Funerals. Please call
the church, 402-483-4541, and ask
for Pastor Duane Nelsen or Pastor
Aaron Nicholson for wedding and
funeral arrangements.
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This Week’s Events
Sunday

Sunday Night Church 6:00 p.m.
Girls of Grace 6:00 p.m.
Boys of Faith 6:00 p.m.
Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m.
Monday
Door 2 Door 6:15 p.m.
Sisters 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday
Titus Tuesday 9:15 a.m.
Mansion Builders 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Girls’ Choir 5:00 p.m.
Orchestra 6:00 p.m.
No Awana 6:45 p.m.
No Junior High 6:45 p.m.
Choir 7:00 p.m.
Issues . . .World 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Study 7:00 p.m.
Mansion Builders 7:00 p.m.
Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7:00 p.m.

Future Events
March 26
VBS Workers Meeting 5:00 p.m.
Boys of Faith Dessert Social
March 28
Intermission (Brunch Break) 9:15 a.m.
April 2
Steve Scheibner Preaching
In My Seat 10:00 a.m.
Parent with Purpose 4:00–5:30 p.m.
Character Health 6:00 p.m.
April 14
Good Friday/Communion
April 16
Resurrection Sunday
April 21, 22
AO Spring Retreat
April 28–30
Boys of Faith Spring Camp
May 14
Boys of Faith Cookout
May 25–28
Girls of Grace Camp
June 2–5
Girls’ Choir Tour
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June 12–16
Vacation Bible School
July 9–14
High School Camp
August 5–8
Boys of Faith Camp
August 9–12
Junior High School Camp

