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Christmas Love
The Christmas season provides great opportunities to share
the reason Jesus came to earth. Almost everyone loves to sing or listen to Christmas carols, and many
carry the message of redemption.
Unlike many holidays, Christmas
is a time when people are receptive
and willing to talk about the events
we are celebrating.
As ambassadors for Christ,
we must be sensitive and ready
for the opportunities He provides.
An invitation to the Christmas
concert has been included in
today’s Heartbeat. Please prayerfully consider who the Lord would
have you invite. If you need more
invitations, they are available at
the main entrances.

Lending Library
If you are looking for good
role models for your children, encourage them to read biographies
of faithful Christians. Many wonderful books are available in our
Lending Library. Your children
will benefit from reading about
Susanna Wesley, Hudson Taylor,
Ann Judson, Martin Luther and
other Christians who gave their
lives wholeheartedly to God.

Although these brothers and
sisters in Christ are no longer living, they can be a great encouragement via the printed word. We are
not able to sit down and visit with
Susanna Wesley, but we can get
to know her in a way, by reading
what she wrote and what has been
written about her.
Biographies of devoted Christians inspire children and provide
godly examples for dealing with
real life situations. Besides being
encouraged, your children will be
challenged when they read about
the trials these faithful men and
women endured. Learning how
God used these trials to mold
them into the men and women He
desired them to become will help
your children realize that God is
shaping them into His image too.
Your children can have a
glimpse into the lives of saints
who lived centuries ago, simply by
reading about them.
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Serving the Body as an Elder

Rob Schmidt
Rob Schmidt grew up in South
Sioux City, Nebraska. When he
was 11 years old, Rob’s father was
killed in an alcohol-related car accident. This led to Rob becoming
somewhat religious.
After high school graduation,
Rob moved to Lincoln to attend
UNL. He met his wife to be, Joni,
before the first day of classes. They
eventually began dating and attended the Lutheran church on campus.
They were married in 1977.
Providentially, the first house
Rob and Joni purchased was
located between two families who
attended Indian Hills Community
Church. They invited Rob and Joni
to their Bible study, which was led
by the brother of Rob’s best friend
in high school. On top of that, Rob
worked with a man who attended
IHCC. Rob says, “The Lord used a
lot of people to draw me to Himself!”
Marv and Sheila Abresch lived
next door to Rob and Joni. “They
were happy people who truly lived
for the Lord every day, and that
was attractive to me,” Rob says.
One day Marv shared the
gospel with Rob out in the front
yard. “I didn’t know if what Marv
said was true,” Rob says. “I started
reading the Bible and praying that
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Rob Schmidt
God would show me the truth.”
As Rob began reading the
Bible, his eyes were opened. “I
knew I was on my way to hell,”
Rob says. He repented of his sins
and believed in Jesus Christ, trusting him completely for the forgiveness of his sins. Rob was a new
creature in Christ.
How did you know you were
called to be an elder?
Once I became a Christian,
I had a desire to fulfill the biblical responsibility to serve in the
body. I found that whenever I was
involved in something, I had a
natural desire to lead. Eventually,
God led me to serve as a deacon in

the evangelism ministry.
Although I aspired to serve
as an elder, I didn’t know if God
would ever provide that opportunity. Therefore, I didn’t focus
on becoming an elder, but simply
focused on being the mature man
that Scripture encourages all of us
to be.
When I was asked to serve on
the Elder Board, my first reaction
was fear. I knew God would hold
me accountable for the spiritual
welfare of others. That’s a sobering consideration.
Before making a decision I
sat in on some board meetings
and spoke with various board
members. I prayed about whether
I could be used of the Lord in that
capacity. In the end, the Lord gave
me a peace and conviction to serve
in that capacity.
How do you shepherd the flock?
Like all the elders, I am
involved in Sunday school and a
home Bible study where I can minister at a more intimate level. The
Board also relies on the deacons,
pastoral staff, Bible study teachers
and other ministry leaders to help
with caring for the flock of believers at IHCC. Between all of us, we
have contact with a lot of people
and are able to encourage them in
their walk with the Lord.
How do you keep out false teaching?
The best way to prevent false
teaching is to emphasize sound

teaching. When we know sound
teaching, the false teaching jumps
out. Gil takes the lead in this. He
reads books that are promoting
error and points out how they are
inconsistent with the truth.
Will the elders be held accountable for how they lead the
church?
Scripture tells us that leaders and teachers will be held to a
higher standard (Heb. 13:17; Jas.
3:1). Knowing that causes me to
seriously consider the importance
of sound teaching and how that
teaching should be implemented
within the church.
I have always appreciated
that IHCC strives to be a biblical
church – in teaching and function.
The members desire to know the
Word and do it. That’s not true
of every church. Some Christians downplay the importance
of knowing the entirety of God’s
word and functioning in light of it.
I’m thankful that our church body
recognizes that God wants us to
do things His way, not what seems
right to us.
Will church members be held accountable for how they followed
the elders?
The same verse that says
elders will be held accountable for
the spiritual welfare of the body
also states that the body is to obey
and submit to the elders (Heb.
13:17). Both the shepherds and the
Continued on page 6
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Rob Schmidt
sheep have their respective responsibilities. One to lead and one to
follow. Both responsibilities are
challenging at times.
God has instructed us to
submit to others in a variety of
realms; wives to husbands, employees to employers, children to
parents, Christians to civil government, and the church body to their
elders. If we think about each of
those examples, none are without
challenges at one time or another.
Yet in the end, we are called to
submit.
Christ has purchased the
church with His blood and the
Holy Spirit appoints overseers to
shepherd Christ’s church (Acts
20:28). We trust God has appoint-
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ed godly men to serve as elders
who are watching over the souls of
Christ’s church at IHCC.
What is the biggest challenge in
being an elder?
The biggest challenge to me
personally is being more aware
of personal struggles in the body.
Before serving as an elder, I wasn’t
always aware when people were
struggling in their marriages, with
sin, or other personal issues. Such
things are typically kept private
unless someone continues in sin
and refuses to stop. As elders, we
become aware of more issues and
they often take an emotional toll
on us as we seek to point people to
Christ and obey Him (Acts 20:31).
Ultimately, these matters must be
dealt with between the individual
and the Lord. I take solace in
knowing that Jesus Christ is the
final authority in every matter.

From Our Treasurer

Carroll Lavalleur
Next year’s offering envelopes
will be available for pick up on December 20. Please help the Church
save postage
cost by picking up your
envelopes by
January 10.
Offering
envelopes
provide an
Carroll Lavalleur excellent way
to instruct the
church of your giving and you will
also receive a year end statement
to use for filing your tax return.

If you don’t have an offering
envelope you can have one issued
to you at Sound Words.
Tax Savers. Non-cash gifts
such as stocks, mutual funds, grain
commodities, and IRA distributions provide excellent tax saving
methods. Be sure to allow sufficient time to make the necessary
transfer complete.
Some of these types allow you
to both avoid capital gain taxes and
use the full value for a tax deduction. Contact me (Carroll Lavalleur, 402-483-4541) if you need
any assistance.
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A friend loves at all times

" there is a friend who sticks
closer than a brother.”

“Faithful are the
Coming Soon for Ladies...
wounds of a friends...”

“You are my friends
Biblical Friends Forever
if you2016doWomen’s
what Retreat
Lied Lodge
I command
you.”
Nebraska City
February 26-27, 2016

“A man’s counsel is
sweet to his friend.”

A friend loves

Registration All Sundays in January!

at all times

4 people/room (quad) $100.00 each
3 people/room (triple) 108.00 each
2 people/room (double) 122.00 each

“You are my friends
Friday w/supper
36.00
if
you
do
Friday no meal
10.00what
Saturday w/lunch
35.00
Team-taught I
by several
Titus Tuesday
teachers
command
you.”
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Children’s
Christmas
Program
Will Be Presented

Sunday, Dec 20
6 p.m.
Bring the entire family
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Winter Instructions
As cold, snow and ice storms move
in, Duane Nelsen and Kevin Wheat will
try to keep abreast of the weather and
road conditions.
Weather forecasting is tricky—even
the professionals don’t always get it
right—but with the help of local meteorologists, Duane and Kevin will try their
best to make sure we are not driving
when it would be best to stay home.
Of course, each of us must use good
judgment with the weather, drive safely,
pray, and watch out for the other guy!
Church cancellations or delays will
be posted on the church website: www.
ihcc.org
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Family News.
Birth. Mike and Jessica (Rasmussen) Clowes are the parents of a
boy, Landon Joseph, born November 27, 2015. Grandmother is Barb
Goodwin.
Death. Gene Thomas, Greg
Thomas’s father died November
29, 2015.
Hospitalized. Carolyn Von Busch
was a patient at Lincoln Surgery
Hospital.
Hospitalized. Earl Fulliton is a
patient at Eastmont Towers Rehab.
Hospitalized. Onnetta Rikli is a
patient at Gateway Vista.

Children’s Studies
Sunday School. The children
studied Luke 18:9–17 and learned
about the Pharisee and the publican.
Children’s Church. The children
studied 2 Samuel 1-2 and learned
about God making David king.
The lesson goal is for students
to trust that God’s plan includes
the death of the righteous and the
wicked.

Information
Sunday Morning Phone Receptionists are needed during the
Sunday School hour at the north
desk. As the receptionist for the
Sunday School hour, workers
should arrive between 8:30–8:45
a.m. and answer the church phone
until 10 a.m. (when the worship
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hour receptionist takes over). We
hope to have enough receptionists
so each one will work on a rotation
schedule. For more information,
call Lori Meyer, 402-488-7015 and
leave a message. She will call you
back.
New Young Adult Bible Study.
A new study for young adults is
starting and the first meeting will
take place on Monday, December
7 at the home of Rob and Lynne
Jensen, 7943 Hunters Ridge Road
at 7 p.m. Adam Flaugh will be
teaching. Child care will not be
provided. For more information
contact Adam or Rob.
Lending Library. Be sure to
check out the great resources for
every age in the Lending Library.
Many good study tools for every
age.
Concert Invitations. We have
included an invitation in the
Heartbeat today and encourage
you to use it to invite someone the
Lord has put on your heart to the
December 13 Christmas concert.
More invitations are available at
the main entrances.
Christmas Cookies. We need
200-plus dozen cookies for the
Christmas concert reception on
Dec. 13. If you would like to bake
cookies for the reception, please
sign up at the desk in the south
lobby today. (We love colorful
cookies and they look beautiful
on the trays.) Please leave cookies
in the Family Center kitchen on

Friday, Saturday or Sunday. This
is the last week to sign up. Questions? Contact Melissa Daharsh
(402-802-8264) or Ashley Buhr
(402-499-6896). Leftover cookies will be used for the children’s
concert and taken to shut-ins.
Sonshine Kids (age 4-K) will be
singing in the Children’s Christmas program on Sunday, Dec.
20 at 6 p.m. We have been busy
preparing our songs every Sunday
evening, and we have already measured the children for their costumes. Please meet in the Sonshine
Kids room at 5 p.m. on Dec. 20 to
dress before the final rehearsal in
the auditorium. Parental assistance
is welcome!
Learning New Songs. Would you
like to learn the upcoming songs
we sing each Sunday during the
week? Visit our church Facebook
page (www.facebook.com/IndianHillsCommunityChurch) and see
the corresponding post or write
these links down and visit these
pages each week. On each page,
click on the “Youtube” button to
hear the song.
Sunday Morning Services Page:
tiny.cc/sundayam
Sunday Evening Services Page:
tiny.cc/sundaypm
“Sing to the Lord a new song; sing
to the Lord, all the earth” (Ps 96:1).
December Fun Money. If you
shop at Earl May Nursery or Garden Center and receive December
Fun Money, please don’t throw it

away. Our garden ladies have a
list of off-season chemicals they
would like to purchase and the
December Fun Money allows them
to buy items at half price. You can
give the Fun Money to Roxanne or
Jeanne or put it in the gardening
slot in the mail room.
JHAM Ski Trip will be Saturday,
January 23. More details will be
mailed to students in December.
Save the date!
Several workers are needed to
care for children in the beginning
walker’s room during the second
hour on Sunday mornings. Please
contact Jennifer Lenzen at 402435-0877 if you are interested in
serving in this way.
Hospitalizations. Please call the
church, 402-483-4541, and notify
Pastor Aaron Nicholson for all hospitalizations and births.

Two Week’s Ago
Message
Nov. 22 AM. Gil Rugh. GR 1822.
In Defense of Authority and Leadership. 2 Corinthians 10:7-18
Nov. 22 PM. Gil Rugh. GR 1935.
Living the Life of a Slave. 1 Peter
2:18-25

Last Week’s Message
Nov. 29 AM. Gil Rugh. GR 1823.
Foolishness for Good Reasons. 2
Corinthians 11:1-6
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This Week’s Events
Sunday

December 25
Christmas Day
Church Closed

Girls of Grace, Boys of Faith 6 p.m.
Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m.

December 26
Church Closed

Monday
Sisters
Young Adults Bible Study 7 p.m.

December 27
Church Closes at Noon
No Sunday Night Church

Tuesday
No Titus Tuesday 9:30 a.m.
Mansion Builders 7–9 p.m.

December 30
No Wednesday Night Programs

Wednesday
Girls’ Choir 5–6:15 p.m.
Orchestra 6–7:30 p.m.
Awana 6:45 p.m.
Junior High 6:45 p.m.
Choir 7–8:30 p.m.
Mansion Builders 7–9 p.m.
Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7-8 p.m.

Future Events
December 13
Adult Christmas Concert
December 15
Church Closes at 3 p.m.
December 20
Children’s Christmas Concert
December 23
No Wednesday Night Programs
December 24
Christmas Eve Service
Communion
12 • Heartbeat

December 31
Church Closes at 3 p.m.
January 1
New Year’s Day
Church Closed
January 3
Church Closes at Noon
No Sunday Night Church
January 6
Wednesday Night Classes Resume
January 16, 23, 30, Feb. 6
Boys of Faith Riflery Clinic
January 23
JHAM Ski Trip
January 29–30
Boys of Faith Lock-in
February 14
Baptism
February 19–20
Men’s Retreat
February 28
Communion
February 26–27
Ladies’ Retreat

