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A warm Christmas welcome
to you, beloved of God, on this
cold December morning.
With Christmas just a week
away, many of us are busy shopping, cleaning and baking. While
we are busy getting ready for giftgiving and family gatherings, we
must not lose sight of the reason
we are celebrating.
For many, Christmas is merely
a sentimental holiday, but for men
and women devoted to the one true
God, Christmas is much more.
Christmas is a fresh, renewed
awareness that a Deliverer was
sent from the glories of heaven
to become our redeemer. This
realization compels us to share
the good news with people who
desperately need to know the Savior. All men must hear the message of the carols we sing, which
so clearly proclaim, “Jesus is the
Savior.”
Our first carol today, “Angels
We Have heard on High” celebrates the birth of Christ and recounts how shepherds on the hills
outside of Bethlehem encountered
a multitude of angels singing and
praising the newborn child.
May this festive spirit, which

is really joy and peace, endure
throughout all our days, whatever
circumstances God allows in our
lives. We truly have much to be
thankful for and Jesus has given us
the ultimate gift/reason to rejoice.

Adult Christmas Concert

Last Sunday night’s adult
Christmas concert was truly a
night of worship. Thank you to
the choir and orchestra for all the
work you put into preparing for
this evening. Thank you to all the
servants behind the scenes that run
the lights and sound, and for those
who sign the concert for others,
and to those who decorated the
building. Your labor is appreciated.

Come and Adore

Like the shepherds of Luke 2,
may we come and adore Christ the
King.

Joseph Chose to Obey
Gil Rugh
And Joseph her husband, being
a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her, planned
to send her away secretly. But
when he had considered this,
behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream,
saying, “Joseph, son of David,
do not be afraid to take Mary
as your wife; for the Child
who has been conceived in her
is of the Holy Spirit. She will
bear a Son; and you shall call
His name Jesus, for He will
save His people from their
sins.” Now all this took place
to fulfill what was spoken by
the Lord through the prophet:
“BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN
SHALL BE WITH CHILD
AND SHALL BEAR A SON,
AND THEY SHALL CALL
HIS NAME IMMANUEL,”
which translated means, “GOD
WITH US.” And Joseph awoke
from his sleep and did as the
angel of the Lord commanded
him, and took Mary as his
wife (Matt. 1:19-24).
Joseph and Mary were betrothed. They were bound in a
marriage agreement—bound
from the standpoint that they were
called husband and wife. This
agreement was so binding that it
could only be broken by a bill of
divorce. If Joseph had died during
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this time, Mary would have been
called a widow.
But, Mary was discovered to
be pregnant. Scripture does not
reveal very much about Joseph,
but we are told he was a righteous
man. He and Mary were devoted
to God and were committed to
maintaining purity in their relationship with one another. Joseph
knew he had not had relations with
her, and yet she was pregnant. This
was surely a tremendous burden to
Joseph.
Joseph had two options. He
could make a public issue of her
condition and disgrace her in a
public divorce, or he could “send
her away secretly”—an expression

that refers to a private divorce.
Joseph had decided to divorce her,
but to do it secretly and not make a
public display of it. We can assume
from his decision that he still had a
strong attachment to Mary.
Joseph probably had many
sleepless nights. He surely spent
much time in prayer, asking for
guidance. Then, an angel appeared
to him in a dream, saying:
Joseph, son of David, do not
be afraid to take Mary as your
wife; for the Child who has
been conceived in her is of
the Holy Spirit. She will bear
a Son; and you shall call His
name Jesus, for He will save
His people from their sins
(Matt. 1:20, 21).

Church Leadership
Board of Elders
Gil Rugh, Chairman
Jeff Horn, Staff Elder
Rob Jensen
Larry Riekenberg
Rob Schmidt
Mike Shrader
Randy Sperling
Greg Thomas

Pastoral Staff

Gil Rugh, Senior Pastor
Duane Nelsen, Associate Pastor
Donald Goertzen
Jeff Horn, Associate Pastor
Eddie Masters, Pastor Emeritus
Aaron Nicholson

Support Staff
Kathleen Anderson
Twila Beck
Gale Engle
John Scholle
Kevin Wheat

Joseph arose from his sleep
and did as the angel commanded,
without questioning the instructions. He knew the message was
from God. He took Mary as his
wife and kept her a virgin until she
gave birth to a Son. In further obedience, he named the child Jesus.
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We don’t know what life was
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new little baby, his family endured
each hardship.
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A Note from the Treasurer

Carroll Lavalleur
grain commodities, and IRA
distributions provide excellent tax
saving methods. Be sure to allow
sufficient time to make the necessary transfer complete. Some of
these types allow you to both avoid
capital gain taxes and use the full
value for a tax deduction. Contact
me (Carroll Lavalleur) if you need
any assistance.
Carroll Lavalleur
Offering Envelopes. The 2017
offering envelopes are available
across from Sound Words. They
are individually labeled in alphabetical order and may be picked up
at your convenience. If you don’t
have an offering envelope you can
have one issued to you at Sound
Words.
Tax Savers. Non-cash gifts
such as stocks, mutual funds,

End of Year Giving. A
friendly reminder, all giving must
be received by December 31 to
qualify as an income tax deduction
for 2016.
December 31st falls on a Saturday so plan accordingly.
Last Minute Giving. Using
the church’s website (www.ihcc.
org) is a convenient method of
doing last minute giving toward
General Offering, Sound Words, or
the Equip Project.

Winter Instructions
As cold, snow and ice storms move in, we will try to
keep abreast of the weather and road conditions.
Church cancellations or delays will be posted on the
church website: www.ihcc.org
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Children’s
Christmas Concert
Tonight! (December 18) at 6 p.m.
Everyone Welcome • Interpreted for the Deaf
Child care provided through 24 months
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Celebrating the Birth of Christ

Christmas Carol Service
December 25 at 10 a.m.

Our Christmas Day worship service will consist of a half-hour
of Christmas carols and a half-hour message from the Word.
We will not meet for Sunday School or Sunday Night Church.
Child care provided through 24 months.
Coffee will not be available. The building closes at noon.

New Year’s Day
Worship at
The Hills
January 1 • 10 a.m.
We will not meet for Sunday School or Sunday Night Church.
Coffee will not be available. The building closes at noon.
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Bible Fellowship Hour
Children’ Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school
coordinator’s desk for
class locations.

HIS
Studying Deuteronomy
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

Prime Time (60+ retired)
Studying Jonah
Ed Daly Teaching
Room 1417

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Matthew
Team Taught
Cornerstone House

LOGOS
Studying First Samuel
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Topical Study
Team Taught
Room 1430

180 0 Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)

Classes begin at 8:45
a.m. but everyone is
welcome to come at
8:30 a.m. for a cup of
coffee and fellowship.

Alpha Omega (18–25)
Studying 1 John
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311

One Heart
Studying Matthew
Dick Bergt Teaching
Room 1112

EDGE
Topical Study
Team Taught
Rooms 2211

LIFE
Studying Matthew
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

Common Bonds
Studying John
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404

The Father Knows Best
Studying “Taking the Mystery Out of Revelation”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414

For more information
about any of these
classes, contact Duane
Nelsen at 483-4541,
visit the class, or stop by
the information center
in the south lobby.
Information Center
We would love to meet
you! Please stop by and
pick up your visitor/
newcomer gift bag.
We’re located across
from Sound Words.

And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel of
the Lord commanded him, and took Mary as his wife,
but kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he
called His name Jesus (Matt. 1:24, 25).
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Family News.
Thank You to my Indian Hills
family for all your prayers, cards,
and visits during Lonnie’s illness
and passing away. I have great
comfort knowing that Lonnie is
with the Lord and is in no more
pain. Love—Candace Jernigan.
Hospitalized. Eudean Springer
was a patient at St. Elizabeth.
Hospitalized. Margaret McDaniel
was hospitalized and is now home.
Hospitalized. Jim Buller was a
patient at Bryan East.

Children’s Studies
Sunday School. The children reviewed recent lessons.
Children’s Church. The children
rehearsed for tonight’s concert.

Information
Children’s Christmas Concert.
This morning we are having a
rehearsal for the evening concert. This rehearsal will be first
through sixth graders (younger
children are still dismissed as usual). If your child normally stays in
the service, but is in first through
sixth grade, please send them so
they may attend the rehearsal. We
are also having a short run through
tonight before our concert begins. Please have your children
(first through sixth) at church in
the auditorium at 5 p.m. so we may
rehearse our songs and transitions.
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Used Toy Donations. On January
17, Titus Tuesday will be holding
a used toy swap for toys in good
condition. If you are de-cluttering
and would like to contribute,
there will be a drop off location
in the southeast foyer on January
6, 10, and 15. Books, puzzles and
costumes are welcome. Questions?
Call Jeri’ Moser at 402-805-1651.
Sonshine Kids’ Parents. Please
have your child in the auditorium
by 5:15 p.m. to rehearse before the
concert. They can wear any dressy
outfit. After the Sonshine Kids
sing, they will need to be picked
up in the South Lobby and will sit
with you for the rest of the concert.
When the concert is finished they
can be brought to the Sonshine
Kids room.
Wednesday night class. Perry
Beard will be teaching through
the Book of Ruth on Wednesday
nights starting on January 4.
A Teacher and Song Leader are
needed on the first Sunday of the
month at Country House (70th
and O) starting the first Sunday
in February. A teacher and song
leader are also needed at The Arbors in north Lincoln on the fourth
Sunday of every month, starting in
January. Please contact Tom Price
at mathmanprice@gmail.com for
more information.
Titus Tuesday Ladies. We will not
meet again until January, 2017. Enjoy the break and this special time
with your loved ones.

Nursery Workers are needed for
the second hour. Please contact
Cheryl Slade, 402-770-3055, if you
would like to help.
Nursery Workers are needed Sunday morning during the Sunday
school hour. Call Stephanie Dowding, 402-416-9868.
Cleaners are needed to vacuum an
area of the church once every five
weeks. If you would like to help,
call Jennifer Gadeken at 402-4384671.
Used Book section is available at
Sound Words. You may contribute
to or make purchases of discounted and hard-to-find books. Our
shelves are growing and the stock
is constantly changing in both the
fiction and non-fiction categories.
Worship Service Online. If you
are unable to attend church on
Sunday and would like to worship
with us through the internet, log
on to www.ihcc.org and click on
Resources at the top of the page.
Then, click on Live Stream. The
services start at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Hospitalizations. Please call the
church, 402-483-4541, and notify
Pastor Aaron Nicholson for all hospitalizations and births.
Weddings & Funerals. Please call
the church, 402-483-4541, and ask
for Pastor Duane Nelsen or Pastor
Aaron Nicholson for wedding and
funeral arrangements.

Nursing Home Door-to-Door
Evangelism. If you’d like to help,
call Adam Flaugh, 402-580-3014
Lending Library. Winter is a
great time to introduce your kids
to the church Lending Library. We
have all kinds of books for both
children and adults. Consider making this a “reading winter.”
Welcome Bags are available for
first time visitors. If you brought a
visitor today, be sure to visit the information center with them so they
will receive their Welcome Bag.
Home Bible Studies. If you are
looking for a Home Bible Study, or
are interested in hosting a study in
your home, contact Duane Nelsen
at 402-483-4541.
Learning New Songs. Would you
like to learn the upcoming songs
we sing each Sunday during the
week? Visit our church Facebook
page (www.facebook.com/IndianHillsCommunityChurch) and see
the corresponding post or write
these links down and visit these
pages each week. On each page,
click on the “Youtube” button to
hear the song.
Sunday Morning Services Page:
tiny.cc/sundayam
Sunday Evening Services Page:
tiny.cc/sundaypm

Last Week’s Message
Dec. 11 AM. Gil Rugh. GR 1987.
Be Not Afraid and Be Faithful.
Revelation 2:8-11
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This Week’s Events
Sunday

Children’s Christmas Concert 6 p.m.
Monday
Sisters 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday
No Titus Tuesday 9:15 a.m.
No Mansion Builders 7 p.m.

Future Events
December 25
Morning Worship 10 a.m.
No Coffee Available
No Sunday School
No Sunday Night Church
(Building Closes at Noon)
December 26
Building Closed

Wednesday
No Girls’ Choir 5 p.m.
Orchestra 6 p.m.
Awana 6:45 p.m.
No Junior High 6:45 p.m.
No Choir 7 p.m.
No Issues . . .World 7 p.m.
No Wednesday Night Study 7 p.m.
No Mansion Builders 7 p.m.

January 1
Morning Worship 10 a.m.
No Coffee Available
No Sunday School
No Sunday Night Church
(Building Closes at Noon)

Thursday
No Alpha Omega Study 7 p.m.

January 2
Building Closed

Saturday
Christmas Eve Service 6 p.m.
Communion

January 10
Titus Tuesday Resumes
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December 31
Building Closes at 3 p.m.

January 11
Wednesday Programs Resume
January 21
Boys of Faith Archery Clinic
January 27, 28
Boys of Faith Lock-in &
Archery Clinic
February 4
Boys of Faith Archery Clinic
February 10
Mother/Daughter Tea

www.ihcc.org

