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INDIAN HILLS COMMUNITY CHURCH
Happy Thanksgiving

With Thanksgiving Day just
four days away, soon many of us
will be embracing loved ones we
have not seen for some time. This
truly is a wonderful time as children
return home from college and relatives come for Thanksgiving dinner.
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but He did not abandon us. This is
the grace of God.
May we never forget the price
of our redemption and be thankful,
remembering to give thanks for
everything.

Thanksgiving Week

As Americans, Thanksgiving
Day is part of our culture, but as
believers in Jesus Christ, we are to
give thanks at all times and in all
situations—and God is the one to
whom our gratitude is due.

Since Thanksgiving Eve is
traditionally the time to do last
minute grocery shopping, baking and cleaning, all classes will be
cancelled Wednesday, November 23.
The building closes at 3 p.m.

Not only is God the source
of all good things, but He has
redeemed our very souls at great
expense to Himself. He could have
created us and then abandoned us,

Have a wonderful time with
your loved ones on Thanksgiving
Day and then join us the following
Wednesday, as all classes resume
November 30.

Thanksgiving Blessings
from the Pastors & Staff
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Thankfulness Unites Believers
Gil Rugh
Divisions can easily infiltrate
bodies of believers. They can
happen for various reasons, but
one important way for believers
to maintain unity is to practice
thankfulness for one another.

believers.
Have you taken time recently
to be thankful for other believers?
It is easy for us to take one another
for granted. It is also easy for us
to focus on other’s shortcomings,
rather than appreciate each other.
How many times this week
have you thanked God for the
believers in this local body? Conversely, how much time have you
spent thinking about what is wrong
with the believers around you?

Gil Rugh
Paul constantly encouraged
the churches to be thankful for one
another. And he set the example of
thankfulness. To the believers in
Rome he wrote:
First, I thank my God through
Jesus Christ for you all, because your faith is being proclaimed throughout the whole
world (Rom. 1:8).
Every single Roman believer
caused Paul’s heart to be filled
with appreciation. The Romans
did not become prideful because
of Paul’s praise. His thanksgiving
was directed to God because he realized God was behind everything
good that had been accomplished
in the lives of those believers. This
same thankfulness should characterize our attitudes toward other
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Paul’s letter to the Corinthians
was addressed to a church that was
far from perfect; it was beset with
all kinds of problems. Yet in writing to them, Paul said,
I thank my God always concerning you, for the grace of
God which was given you in
Christ Jesus, that in everything
you were enriched in Him, in
all speech and all knowledge
(1 Cor. 1:4, 5).
According to verse 4, if a
person is a believer in Jesus Christ,
the grace of God has been given
to him. That means we can give
thanks to God for all believers
because God enriches their lives
and, therefore, the manifold grace
of God is displayed in them.
It is easy for us to look at
God’s children and pick them apart
piece by piece. We can become

discouraged and depressed if we
focus on the things we do not like
about each other. Instead of doing
that, we need to give thanks to
God for what He is doing in the
lives of other believers. To the believers at Thessalonica Paul wrote:
We give thanks to God always
for all of you, making mention
of you in our prayers (1 Thess.
1:2).
He also wrote:
For this reason we also constantly thank God that when
you received the word of God
which you heard from us, you
accepted it not as the word of
men, but for what it really is,
the word of God, which also
performs its work in you who
believe (1 Thess. 2:13).
When he wrote to the same
believers later he said,
We ought always to give
thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, because
your faith is greatly enlarged,
and the love of each one of you
toward one another grows ever
greater (2 Thess. 1:3).
Paul constantly gave thanks to
God for what He had done and was
doing in the lives of those believers. In 2 Thessalonians 2:13, Paul
wrote:
But we should always give
thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord,
because God has chosen you

from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by
the Spirit and faith in the truth.
This passage shows us that
God has chosen us from the beginning, and the means of that salvation is twofold: “sanctification by
the Spirit and faith in the truth” (v.
13). Paul says we should be giving
thanks to God because of what He
is doing in that process.
Does thankfulness characterize your attitude toward believers?
It is easy to become mired
down in difficulties and to focus
on problems and trials that are
being experienced in the body
of believers. If that is our focus,
we lose sight of the great work of
grace that God is doing in believers’ lives.
Paul’s letters show that if someone is a believer, there is always
something about them for which we
can be thankful. Spend time thanking God for other believers.
This thankfulness will have
extraordinary unifying results in
the body of Christ. Paul recognized the bond that he had with
God and with other believers.
He was thankful for them
and appreciative of the work that
God had done in their lives. This
attitude helped to stir his love for
them.
May we be a people characterized by thankfulness to God for
one another.
Heartbeat • 5

Bible Fellowship Hour
Children’ Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school
coordinator’s desk for
class locations.

HIS
Studying Deuteronomy
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

Prime Time (60+ retired)
Studying Genesis
Mike Voss Teaching
Room 1417

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Matthew
Team Taught
Cornerstone House

LOGOS
Studying First Samuel
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Topical Study
Team Taught
Room 1430

180 0 Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)

Classes begin at 8:45
a.m. but everyone is
welcome to come at
8:30 a.m. for a cup of
coffee and fellowship.

Alpha Omega (18–25)
Studying 1 John
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311

One Heart
Studying Matthew
Dick Bergt Teaching
Room 1112

EDGE
Topical Study
Team Taught
Rooms 2211

LIFE
Studying Matthew
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

Common Bonds
Studying John
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404

The Father Knows Best
Studying “Taking the Mystery Out of Revelation”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414

For more information
about any of these
classes, contact Duane
Nelsen at 483-4541,
visit the class, or stop by
the information center
in the south lobby.
Information Center
We would love to meet
you! Please stop by and
pick up your visitor/
newcomer gift bag.
We’re located across
from Sound Words.

“Let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and
good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and
all the more, as you see the day drawing near” (Hebrews
10:24, 25).
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Christian girl” church life had only
been an act.
On one of the last days of
camp I found out that another girl
who I had always assumed was a
believer had just gotten saved. This
caused me to take a good long look
at my own life and I knew for sure
that I wasn’t truly saved.

LeeAnn Hedrick was baptized
November 13, 2016.
I grew up at Indian Hills so
I heard the gospel from a very
young age. I can’t remember the
first time I “prayed the prayer”
but I always assumed I was saved,
until I got into junior high. During
my last couple years of junior high
and my first year of high school, I
started seriously doubting whether
I was actually saved.
Whenever I would get scared
that I wasn’t saved I would just
pray the prayer again hoping for
fire insurance, but not actually
wanting to give my life over to
Christ and live for Him.
In June 2011, I went to my
first year of high school camp and
heard lessons on the fear of the
Lord. Once again I was convicted
about the sin in my life and started
to get scared that I wasn’t really
saved. However, I didn’t want
to humble myself to the point of
admitting that my whole “good
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I was close to tears at this
point and a few minutes later
Laura Nelsen came up to me and
asked me if I was okay. I told her
no, so she took me to the side to
talk. It was then that I truly gave
my life over to Christ and trusted
in Him for my salvation.
Since then, I have seen a
change in my life. The change has
mainly been internal with a change
in my attitude about wanting to
go to church with the intention of
learning more about Christ, serving, and growing in Him. I have
also seen a big change my selfish
attitude and wanting to please God
rather than just living for myself. I
am far from perfect, but I strive to
keep growing and to live my life in
a way that is pleasing to God and
will bring Him glory.

Weather Alert
Church cancellations or delays
will be posted on the church
website: www.ihcc.org.
Please take care and be safe.

was saved.
Freshman year of high school
camp came around, and the lessons that year were on the fear of
the Lord. During small group time,
my leader asked me what the fear
of the Lord was.
It was at that moment I realized that I truly did not understand
why a believer should fear God,
and I realized that I was living in
my sin.
Lauren Harford was baptized
November 13, 2016.
I was born and raised here at
Indian Hills. Throughout my childhood, people always complimented
my parents on how good of a child
I was. I suppose you could have
called me a “perfect child” in that I
never did anything horribly wrong,
I usually listened to my parents,
and I attended many church functions.
However, I was definitely a
sinner in need of God’s grace. The
first time I prayed to God for salvation, I was three years old. Unfortunately, I didn’t understand the
true meaning of salvation. I was
praying the prayer just so I could
be saved from Hell.
I prayed that same prayer
many more times growing up, but
I still was very much living for
myself. I didn’t truly understand
the depths of my sin, and I tricked
myself and others into thinking I

Afterwards I talked with my
leader, and she guided me through
the Gospel, assurance of salvation,
and what it meant to be saved. It
was at that moment that I prayed to
accept Christ as my personal Lord
and Savior.
Ever since that day, God has
realigned my focus in life. I no
longer live to please myself, but
now I live for Christ. I am not
completely perfect, as no believer
will be until eternity, but following
Christ is now the purpose of my
life, and I strive to be more like
Him each and every day.

Bake Sale
Tonight

After Sunday Night Church
Sponsored by Girls of Grace
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Family News.
Congratulations & Card Shower.
Gene and Phyllis Daniels will be
celebrating their 70th anniversary
on November 22. If you would like
to send a card, they reside at Jeary
Retirement Community, 8401 S. 33
St., Apt. 222, Lincoln, NE 68516.
Hospitalized. Sondra Hermanson
was a patient at Lincoln Surgical
Hospital.
Hospitalized. Angie Duval was a
patient at Bryan East Hospital.
Hospitalized. Barbara Krzycki is
a patient at Madonna Rehab.

Children’s Studies
Sunday School. The children studied James 2:1-13 and learned there
is no partiality.
Children’s Church. The children
studied Matthew 21 and learned
about Jesus confronting the Pharisees. The lesson goal is for students to believe and repent when
they see the danger of rejecting
Christ.

Information
Get Connected! If you’d like to
receive a weekly e-mail of the
church newsletter, prayer requests,
or evangelism updates, go to ihcc.
org and click on Get Connected.
You’ll have access to events and
can pray for one another and be encouraged to be sharing the gospel.
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Titus Tuesday Ladies. We will not
meet Nov. 22 due to Thanksgiving.
Pilgrims and America will not
meet this Wednesday, Nov. 23.
Class will resume on Nov. 30.
Holy Spirit Study will not meet
this Wednesday, Nov. 23. Class
will resume on Nov. 30.
Bake Sale. Girls of Grace is having a bake sale tonight (November
20) immediately following Sunday
Night Church. Stop by the table in
the south lobby and pick up some
baked goods. Proceeds go toward
the Girls of Grace ministry.
Sonshine Kids. There will be
an optional extra practice on
November 27 at 5:15 p.m. in our
regular room for all Sonshine Kids
and their parents. This will give
parents an opportunity to learn the
songs and actions their children
are learning for the Christmas
Concert.
Sonshine Kids will be singing in
the Children’s Christmas Concert
on December 18. If you have a
child that will be turning four before December 18 and would like
them to sing in the concert, they
are welcome to join a few weeks
early. Sonshine Kids (4s & Ks)
meet every Sunday evening at 6:30
in the Sonshine Kids’ room.
Nursery Workers are needed for
the second hour. Please contact
Jennifer Lenzen, 402-435-0877, if
interested.

Nursery Workers are needed Sunday morning during the Sunday
school hour. Call Stephanie Dowding, 402-416-9868.
Used Book section is available at
Sound Words. You may contribute
to or make purchases of discounted and hard-to-find books. Our
shelves are growing and the stock
is constantly changing in both the
fiction and non-fiction categories.
Worship Service Online. If you
are unable to attend church on
Sunday and would like to worship
with us through the internet, log
on to www.ihcc.org and click on
Resources at the top of the page.
Then, click on Live Stream. The
services start at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Hospitalizations. Please call the
church, 402-483-4541, and notify
Pastor Aaron Nicholson for all hospitalizations and births.

Weddings & Funerals. Please call
the church, 402-483-4541, and ask
for Pastor Duane Nelsen or Pastor
Aaron Nicholson for wedding and
funeral arrangements.
Weather Alert. If you are wondering if the church will be open or
closed due to the weather, check
www.ihcc.org.
Lending Library. Fall and winter are great times to introduce
your kids to the church Lending
Library. We have all kinds of
books for both children and adults.
Consider making this a “reading
fall/winter.”
Welcome Bags are available for
first time visitors. If you brought a
visitor today, be sure to visit the information center with them so they
will receive their Welcome Bag.
Home Bible Studies. If you are
looking for a Home Bible Study, or
are interested in hosting a study in
your home, contact Duane Nelsen
at 402-483-4541.
Nursing Home Door-to-Door
Evangelism. If you’d like to help,
call Adam Flaugh, 402-580-3014.

October Report
Print Media Distributed:
362 booklets

Audio Media Outreach
Sermon Audio:
2336 downloads & streams

Last Week’s Message
Nov. 13 AM. Gil Rugh. GR 1983.
Characteristics of the Letters
Overviewed. Revelation 2-3
Nov. 13 PM. Gil Rugh. GR 1970. A
Final Call for Diligence & Discernment. 2 Peter 3:14-16
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This Week’s Events
Sunday

Sunday Night Church 6 p.m.
Girls of Grace 6 p.m.
Boys of Faith 6 p.m.
Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m.
Girls of Grace Bake Sale
Monday
Sisters 7 p.m.
Tuesday
No Titus Tuesday 9:15 a.m.
No Mansion Builders 7 p.m.
Wednesday
No Girls’ Choir 5 p.m.
No Orchestra 6 p.m.
No Awana 6:45 p.m.
No Junior High 6:45 p.m.
No Choir 7 p.m.
No Issues . . .World 7 p.m.
No Wednesday Night Study 7 p.m.
No Mansion Builders 7 p.m.
Building Closes at 3 p.m.
Thursday
Thanksgiving (Building Closed)
No Alpha Omega Study 7 p.m.
Friday
(Building Closed)

Heartbeat

Future Events
December 6
[Brunch Break] Intermission
December 11
Adult Christmas Concert 6 p.m.
December 13
Building Closes at 3 p.m.
December 18
Children’s Christmas Concert 6 p.m.
December 24
Christmas Eve Service 6 p.m.
Communion
December 25
Morning Worship 10 a.m.
No Sunday School
No Sunday Night Church
(Building Closes at Noon)
December 26
Building Closed
December 31
Building Closes at 3 p.m.
January 1
Morning Worship 10 a.m.
No Sunday School
No Sunday Night Church
(Building Closes at Noon)
January 2
Building Closed
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