Heartbeat

INDIAN HILLS COMMUNITY CHURCH
Welcome to Indian Hills and
to the worship of the one, true
God who remembers His own! He
promised to never leave or forsake
us and we know He won’t because
He keeps His promises.

Our Eternal Inheritance
When God adopted us, we
were not adorable babies that
cooed and smiled sweetly. We
were sinful, rebellious children of
the devil.
Yet, God chose us and made us
part of His holy family. He made
us joint heirs with Christ. God’s
generosity is staggering. Not only
has He given us life, but He has
regenerated us, adopted us, and
brought us into His forever family.
Our adoption came with overwhelming privileges. He lavished
His grace on us and gave each of
us an eternal inheritance.
As His child, I want to live my
life to His glory and honor. I want
to proclaim what is dearest to His
heart. I want to proclaim the gospel and point others to His Son.
If this is not your heart’s
desire, it may be that you have not
been adopted into God’s family.
Please take care of this urgent

April 22, 2018

matter today and come to the Lord
before it is too late.

Baptism Tonight
Two of our body will be
sharing their testimonies with us
tonight through water baptism.
Make plans to witness this act
of obedience to our Lord, in which
the one being baptized is identified
with Christ’s death, burial, and
resurrection. This is an encouraging night for both the one baptized
and those that witness the baptism.

Baptism Quote
“Water can wash away your
dirt, but only the blood of Jesus
can wash away your sins”—Aaron
Nicholson

Strong Finish
The school-year ministries are
coming to an end and we pray for a
strong finish for each age.

Graduating Seniors
We will introduce our graduating high school seniors next
Sunday night, April 29. Be praying
for these young men and women as
they make decisions over the coming months. May they seek God’s
will and direction for their lives.
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Dependence on the Word of God

Spiritual Knowledge
Produces Godly Conduct
Ed Daly

When the Apostle Paul says,
“So faith comes from hearing, and
hearing by the Word of Christ”
(Romans 10:17), he is explaining
that a person comes to saving faith
by hearing (that is, hearing and
believing) “the Word of Christ,”
which is the gospel. Many have
heard the Word of Christ, but
have not believed. But, the Holy
Spirit empowers some to hear and
believe the truth of God’s Word
(see 2 Corinthians 3:16 and 4:3-6)
which is what brings them to salvation. This is a supernatural work
of grace done by God to reconcile
sinners to Himself. For instance,
the Word of Christ believed upon
by the Colossians is beautifully
expressed by Paul in this way:
When you were dead in your
transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He
made you alive together with
Him, having forgiven us all
our transgressions, having canceled out the certificate of debt
consisting of decrees against
us, which was hostile to us;
and He has taken it out of the
way, having nailed it to the
cross (Colossians 2:13–14).
With the Holy Spirit operating
within their hearts and minds, the
Colossians were saved when they
believed this message of the work
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Ed Daly
of God as the Word of God that
could transform their lives. Their
salvation (and ours, if we have so
believed) was on the basis of God’s
grace manifested in two forms:
(1) Jesus Christ’s prior atoning
sacrifice on their behalf, and (2) receiving the Word with enlightened
hearts to believe that Jesus Christ
had indeed made this sacrifice for
them.
God had done a mighty work
in the lives of the Colossians, and
Paul was obviously pleased with
how they were doing. A lot had
happened in their lives since the
moment they believed. As we
read the opening of the letter, we
learned that Epaphras, who had
originally brought the Word of
Christ to them (1:7) was able to
make a positive report later to Paul

about their spiritual condition because they had grown in their faith
(1:8). They showed faith in Christ
and love for their fellow saints
(1:4). There was evidence of “good
discipline” and “stability of… faith
in Christ” (2:5) in their lives. But,
Paul does not stop at praising them
for their growth in these areas,
he also exhorts them further to
“walk in Him” (2:6) so that they
may be built up and established in
their faith. Paul uses the metaphor
of walking in Christ throughout
his writings as an expression for
the practical outworking of faith;
holy living is evidence of faith,
which should grow as the believer
matures and is molded into the image of Jesus Christ in anticipation
of one day meeting Jesus directly
(Philippians 3:16-21; Colossians
3:10; 1 John 3:2-3).
How are they to “walk in
Him?” To do this, they need
knowledge, which as applied to
their lives, is the knowledge of
God’s will for them. This is Paul’s
prayer for them in Colossians 1:912:
For this reason also, since the
day we heard of it, we have
not ceased to pray for you and
to ask that you may be filled
with the knowledge of His
will in all spiritual wisdom
and understanding, so that you
will walk in a manner worthy
of the Lord, to please Him in
all respects, bearing fruit in
every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;
strengthened with all power,
according to His glorious

might, for the attaining of all
steadfastness and patience;
joyously giving thanks to the
Father, who has qualified us to
share in the inheritance of the
saints in Light.
Paul’s first priority in prayer
for them is that they would be
“filled with the knowledge of
His will in all spiritual wisdom
and understanding” (v. 9). Paul
is praying that they would have a
complete knowledge of the truth of
God’s will for their lives. But, this
is not just an intellectual knowledge of the truth. We are not called
to be walking biblical encyclopedias or strive for superior intellects (which only leads to pride; 1
Corinthians 8:1). The knowledge of
the truth is displayed in application
to daily life (spiritual wisdom) and
clear thinking and discernment
in our life decisions (understanding). A believer who is growing
in the knowledge of God’s will in
all spiritual wisdom and understanding is “walking in a manner
worthy of the Lord,” which pleases
God (v. 10; see also 2 Corinthians
5:9). Where do we get this knowledge? It too comes from God’s
Word, which makes it just as vital
to our spiritual growth as to our
salvation.
Paul describes four ways in
which growth in the knowledge
of God’s will produces a pleasing
walk before the Lord: (1) bearing
fruit (love, joy, peace, patience,
etc., Galatians 5:22-23), (2) a
deeper intimacy in the knowledge
of God, (3) showing steadfastness
and patience (as opposed to despair
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and despondency over our circumstances when we face trials), and
(4) continuous thanksgiving for the
work of God in our lives (see also
1 Thessalonians 5:18).
This is Paul’s prayer and
expectation for the Colossians.
How about you? Since you trusted
Christ as your Savior, have you
seen a pattern of growing fruit,
deeper intimacy with the Lord,
greater steadfastness in difficult
circumstances, and a deepening
attitude of thanksgiving? Take
time now to examine yourself (2
Corinthians 13:5). You might have
stumbled at times in your walk
with the Lord, but what does the
overall trajectory of your life show
since the day you believed? Have
you noticed that your walk in the
Lord is more pleasing both to God
and to you when you are regularly
reading the Word? Are you in your
Bible daily for guidance in wisdom and discernment in how to
conduct your life?
Someone once wisely said,
“Our greatest battle is to be in
the Word, and if we don’t win
that battle everything becomes a
battle.” Unless you are in the Word
regularly and frequently, your
walk with the Lord will be a struggle. You will become progressively
more preoccupied by your circumstances (and the challenges you
face) and less able to see God’s
will for your life and how it is being fulfilled in your walk, which is
a recipe for spiritual disaster.
As you read the Bible, talk
to God in prayer: ask Him to
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teach, lead, and guide you in these
things, and repent when you see
that you have fallen short of God’s
standard.
The beauty of this truth is that
you are not left on your own to live
out God’s will. Notice that Paul’s
prayer is that they “may be filled
with the knowledge of His will.”
The passive tense indicates that
God does the filling. Just as God
enabled them to come to faith, He
will enable them—and you!—to
be filled with the knowledge of His
will, if only they and you use the
means He has provided.
Our spiritual growth and
ability to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord depends on God’s
work in our lives. But, we are not
just passive recipients. By God’s
design, we are active agents called
to use the spiritual resources He
has given us to grow in our walk.
Like Paul, we should ask God
for this knowledge and then read
God’s Word regularly. God honors
us when we follow this pattern by
producing marvelous changes in
our lives. John Owen said, “If the
Word does not dwell with power
in us, it will not pass with power
from us.”
Now, there is a motivation to
pick up your Bible and read it to
understand how God wants you to
walk before Him! He will prove
His love and faithfulness to you
by giving you the power to understand it and then the power to live
it out as a testimony to His saving
and sustaining grace in your life.

Girls’ Choir
Spring Concert

Today (April 22) at 2 p.m.
in the chapel
Choral music with a mixture of
traditional hymns and traditional hymns
put to modern musical styles
Reception following the concert
Directed by Katie Pelton
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Potlucks to Deepen Friendships
Gale Engle

As director of the Hospitality
Ministry, Brian Willet oversees
the auditorium section hosts and is
always looking for opportunities to
help the body deepen relationships
with one another. Last fall, one of
the section hosts, Tom Price, came
up with an idea to help people in
his section get better acquainted—
a potluck for everyone in his area.
“About 20 people came to that
first potluck in November 2017,”
Brian said. “It was considered a
prototype, and section hosts began
thinking of ways to improve pot-

luck attendance.”
The purpose for section potlucks is to get to know the people
in your section. “Section potlucks
help connect church members with
each other and share great food in
a comfortable environment,” Brian
said.
Every section in the auditorium will have its own potluck
within the next year. Potlucks
will be held every month except
September with Fall Kickoff, and
Continued on page 9

Free Guided Tour of Israel

Join Todd Smith for the last leg
of the Israel tour and visit some out
of the way and rarely seen areas on
Wednesday, April 25, at 7 p.m. in
room 1417.
Plan to visit Shiloh (above)
where the tabernacle stood for
8 • Heartbeat

many years and the walls of Jericho (above). We heartily recommend everyone take this voyage.
Just think: no travel sickness, no
need to tip, and you get to sleep in
your own bed.

December with many Christmas
events already on the schedule.
“It’s easy to come to church
and sit in the same place and talk
to the same people each week,”
Brian said. “We’re hoping that
having a meal together will lead
to deeper friendships, more love
and prayer for others, and a deeper
investment in one another’s lives.”
A month before a section is to
have a potluck, section hosts will
begin handing out invitations to
people in their section. They will
also put invitations in the bulletins
distributed in that section.
“Some of the elders and their
wives will attend each potluck,”
Brian said. “This will give the
body an opportunity to get better
acquainted and ask questions.”
If your section is having a potluck, bring the entire family. Kids
are welcome. Guests are welcome

too, so bring your friends and
neighbors. People in the section
are to bring a main dish and either
a salad or dessert. Food should be
dropped off at the Event Kitchen.
Crock pots can be plugged in, cold
foods can be refrigerated, and hot
dishes can be put in the oven.
Potlucks will be held in the
Family Center and the church will
supply silverware, dishes, cups,
napkins, water, coffee, and tea.
If you can’t attend your section’s
potluck, feel free to join in on another section’s lunch. People who
minister in other areas during the
church hour are considered part of
two outermost sections. Brian will
bring invitations to the nursery
and pre-school classes so workers
won’t miss out on a good lunch
with the brethren.
The diagram below shows how
the auditorium is divided into sections
and the section hosts.

Section Hosts

Auditorium Sections & Hosts
Updated 3/15/18

SECTION G:
Harvey and SueAnn
Warkentin

SECTION E:
Duane and Cathie
Leach
SECTION D:
Bill and Sandy
Rathe
SECTION C
John and Marti Carey

SECTION A/B:
Mike and Debbie
Jeffers

SECTION F:
Carol Friesen

SECTION H:
Steve and Gail
DeRiese
SECTION I:
Tom and Nancy
Price

SECTION J/K:
Adam and Elizabeth
Flaugh

Heartbeat • 9

Family News

Thank You for all the encouraging
cards, phone calls, Bible verses,
and words of wisdom sent to me
during my recent trial. I am especially thankful for your prayers on
my behalf. Your lovingkindness
is beyond measure and we are so
thankful for our IHCC family.—
Steve and Esther Teele

Children’s Studies
Children’s Sunday School. The
children studied Ephesians 6:1020 and learned about standing in
warfare.

Children’s Church. The children studied Numbers 11-12, and
learned about Israel rejecting
God’s provision. The lesson goal is
to see God’s judgment and mercy
in His response to Israel’s sin.

Gardening in the church flower
beds begins each Wednesday at
1:00 p.m. in the south parking lot.
We will continue meeting at 1:00
p.m. for the month of April. In
May, we will meet at 10:00 a.m.
Tools and gloves are provided.
Bring water and a hat.
Rainout Gardening. When
Wednesday gardening gets rained
out, workers meet on Thursday at
the same time they were scheduled
to work on Wednesday. If you
would like to help on a rainout
Thursday, please come! Tools and
gloves are provided.
One person is needed to share the
position of nursery coordinator
during the Sunday school hour.
Each coordinator would work three
months, then have three months
off. For more information, call
Stephanie Dowding, 402-416-9868.

Information

Girls of Grace Camp. Stop by the
table in the south lobby and get
your daughter registered for camp.
Girls’ camp will be held May
25–28. Registration will be held
April 29, May 6, and 13. Registration deadline is May 13.
VBS Crafts. We need empty foil,
wax, and plastic wrap boxes. Our
kids will be transforming them
into fun periscopes. Boxes can be
dropped off now through June 10
at the north or south information
desks.
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March 2018 Report
Print Media Distributed:
142 booklets
Audio Media Outreach

Sermon Audio:
1449 downloads & streams

Boys of Faith campout will be
held May 4–6. All first through
sixth grade boys and their fathers
are invited. Cost is $14. Registration is due May 2. Contact Jonathan Goodding with questions:
402-326-8505; bof@ihcc.org
Titus Tuesday. Join us Tuesday,
April 24 for our last Titus Tuesday
until September. Nancy Butterfield
will be teaching Praying for Ministry and People. Discussion group
will follow the lesson.
Vegetable Plants for Sale. The
Girls of Grace ministry will again
be selling tomato and pepper
plants, along with some other
vegetables and flowers, starting
Sunday, May 6. All donations go
toward Girls of Grace camp costs.
What Does the Bible Say? is a
new sermon series on Sunday
nights. Gil is discussing current
issues and then taking questions.

He has covered, How can we know
God? and The Purpose of the
Church. Tonight he will continue
discussing the church. Questions
will be received in the auditorium
or through Facebook Live. Consider typing your question on the
Facebook Live stream if you’d
rather not speak into the microphone. Invitations to the Sunday
night Sermon Series are available
at the main entrances.
Pickleball meets on Monday from
6:45–9:00 p.m. in the Family Center.

Last Week’s Message
April 15 AM. Gil Rugh. GR 2038.
No Stopping the End When It
Comes. Revelation 15:1-8
April 15 PM. Gil Rugh. GRM
1179. God’s Plan for His Church.
Ephesians 4:1-16
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This Week’s Events

Future Events

Sunday
Girls’ Choir Concert 2:00 p.m.
Sunday Night Church 6:00 p.m.
Baptism 6:00 p.m.
Boys of Faith 6:00 p.m.
Girls of Grace 6:00 p.m.
Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m.

April 29
Senior Recognition
Senior Banquet

Monday
Door to Door Evangelism 6:15 p.m.
Pickleball 6:45–9:00 p.m.
Sisters 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday
Titus Tuesday 9:15 a.m.
Wednesday
Flower Garden Workers 1:00 p.m.
Girls’ Choir 5:00 p.m.
Praise Team, Band 6:00 p.m.
Orchestra 6:00 p.m.
Awana 6:45 p.m.
Junior High Study 7:00 p.m.
Issues . . . World 7:00 p.m.
Tour of Israel 7:00 p.m.
Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7:00 p.m.
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May 2
Cubbies Award Night
May 4–6
Boys of Faith Spring Campout
May 6
Girls of Grace Plant Sale
May 9
Awana Award Night
May 13
Mother’s Day
Boys of Faith Last Night Cookout
May 25–28
Girls of Grace Camp
May 28
Memorial Day
Church Building Closed
June 3
Communion
June 17
Father’s Day
June 18–22
Vacation Bible School
June 27–July 1
Senior High Camp
July 4
Independence Day
Church Building Closed
July 15
Communion

