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God’s Wondrous Story Retold
In the Christmas Carols
This holiday season you will
hear Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
and other Christmas carols many
times at the mall, in restaurants,
and on the radio. But have you
ever truly listened to the beautiful
lyrics flowing from these beloved
Christmas carols?
The Christmas carols have
much to say about the baby Jesus.
“God with man is now residing; Yonder shines the infant Light”
(Angels From the Realms of Glory).
“With the dawn of redeeming
grace, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth”
(Silent Night! Holy Night!).
“See Him in a manger laid;
Jesus, Lord of heaven and earth”
(Angels We Have Heard on High).
“Word of the Father, now in
flesh appearing” (O Come All Ye
Faithful).
“Behold the Babe in yonder
manger lowly; ’Tis God’s own Son
come down in human form” (O
Holy Night).
These beautiful carols tell us
that Jesus Christ was more than a

little baby lying in a
manger; He was God in
human form. Jesus, the Lord of
heaven and earth, came to earth as
a baby and was laid in a manger.
The lyrics from some of the
most loved Christmas carols are
based on Scripture and they tell
God’s wondrous story in musical
fashion.
For example, the third stanza
of Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
proclaims, “Born that man no
more may die, Born to raise the
sons of earth, Born to give them
second birth.”
The writer of I Wonder As
I Wander knew why Christ had
come to earth, “I wonder as I wander out under the sky, How Jesus
the Savior did come to die; to save
lowly people like you and like I.”
All of us need a savior. As sinners, we have fallen short of what
God requires. Without a savior, we
would have to pay our own penalty
for sin, which is eternal separation
from God.
Continued on page 4
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But God, in His wonderful
love, sent the world a savior who
is Jesus Christ. The words of What
Child Is This? point to the reason
for Christ’s birth, “Nails, spear
shall pierce Him thru, the cross be
borne for me, for you.” Jesus left
heaven to die for sinful mankind.
The second verse of O Holy Night
speaks of Christ’s sacrifice in coming to earth, “What grace untold,
to leave the bliss of glory and die
for sinners guilty and forlorn.”
The First Noel also speaks
about what Jesus did for us, “Sing
praises to our heavenly Lord, that
hath made heaven and earth of
naught, and with His blood mankind hath bought.”
The work of Christ did not end
on the cross, as three days later
He rose from the dead, confirming
His status as God. The Christmas
carols we have loved for many
years declare Christ’s resurrection, “Glorious now behold Him
arise, King and God and Sacrifice.
Alleluia, Alleluia! Earth to Heaven
replies” (We Three Kings).
There is much joy in these
Christmas carols. With the coming of Christ to earth we rejoice
because, “Now ye need not fear the
grave: Peace! Peace! Jesus Christ
was born to save!” (Good Christian
Men, Rejoice).
Christ overcame death through
His finished work on the cross and
saved us from eternal punishment
in hell. Forever we can rejoice
4 • Heartbeat

and sing, “Glory to the newborn
King; Peace on earth and mercy
mild; God and sinners reconciled”
(Hark! The Herald Angels Sing).
The lyrics to O Little Town of
Bethlehem call everyone to believe
in Jesus Christ, the Savior of mankind, “O holy child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray; cast out
our sin and enter in; Be born in us
today.”
Today is the day of salvation.
Do not let this holiday season pass
without trusting in Jesus Christ.
Only by believing solely in His
death on the cross can you become
right with God. Jesus is the only
way to eternity in heaven.
The truth encompassed in
these beloved Christmas carols
comes from the Word of God,
which declares that Jesus is the
One who “rules the earth with
truth and grace; And makes the
nations prove the glories of His
righteousness and wonders of His
love” (Joy to the World).
If you would like to know
more about the Savior, Jesus
Christ, please accept this invitation
to worship at Indian Hills Community Church next Sunday, where
studying the Word of God is at the
heart of all worship services.

Significance of the Magi’s Gifts
Gil Rugh

The gifts the magi presented to
the Messiah were significant. Besides financing Joseph and Mary’s
trip to Egypt, the gifts were symbolic. Matthew specifically identified them as gold, frankincense,
and myrrh.
Gold in the Scriptures is associated with deity and royalty, so
the emphasis of this gift is on the
deity and royalty of Jesus Christ.
(You can read about the significance of gold in the description of
the tabernacle in Exodus 25. That
passage reveals the place that gold
has in the worship of God.)
Frankincense is associated
with the service of Jehovah. It
relates to the fragrance of the life
of Christ as the One who serves
His Father. Incense was used in the
worship of Jehovah.

Myrrh is associated with sacrifice and death. It is one of the fragrances used in John 19:39 when
they were preparing Jesus’ body
for burial after His death.
The magi’s gifts to this young
child emphasize His deity, the
faithfulness or fragrance of His
life in serving Jehovah, and the
sacrifice of His life for our sins.
The magi offered their gifts and
their worship.
If Jesus Christ was not deity
as well as humanity, this would
have been an abominable thing. It
would have been idolatry for these
Gentiles from the east to bring
their pagan ideas to Bethlehem
and worship a mere human baby.
The magi knew this child was not
a mere human baby; they knew He
was deity and worthy of worship.
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Save the Date

Save the Date

Men’s Conference

Women’s
Conference

“The Heavens
Declare the Glory
of God”

“She Calls Him Lord”

February 15, 16

February 22, 23

Featured Speaker

Featured Speaker
Cory McGrew

Jason Lisle
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Bible Fellowship Hour
Children’ Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school
coordinator’s desk for
class locations.

Common Bonds
Studying Acts
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Old Testament
Team Taught
Cornerstone House

HIS
Studying Deuteronomy
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Studying the Passion
Week
Jeff Harford Teaching
Room 1430

LOGOS
Studying 2 Kings
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422

Fundamentals of the
Faith
Gordie Coffin, Jeff Horn
Teaching
Room 1102
Alpha Omega (18–25)
Studying 1 Corinthians
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311
EDGE
Studying Hebrews
Jimmy Pelton Teaching
Rooms 2211

180 0 Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)
One Heart
Studying Matthew
Dick Bergt Teaching
Room 1112
LIFE
Studying Gospel of John
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

The Father Knows Best
Studying “The Bible as a
Contract”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414
Standing Firm
Studying Mark
Ed Daly Teaching
Room 1417
Classes begin at 8:45
a.m. but everyone is
welcome to come at
8:30 a.m. for a cup of
coffee and fellowship.
For more information
about any of these
classes, contact Duane
Nelsen at 402-4834541, visit the class, or
stop by the information
center.
Information Center
We would love to meet
you! Please stop by and
pick up your visitor/
newcomer gift bag.
We’re located across
from Sound Words.

“Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged;
behold, the Judge is standing right at the door”
(James 5:9).
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gift ideas from
Sounds Words Bookstore
The Zondervan Handbook of
Biblical Archaeology is a reference
resource for anyone interested in
archaeology and its relevance to
biblical, theological, and apologetic
studies.

archaeological discoveries that
enhance our understanding of the
biblical text, including a section on
the intertestamental period.
A rich array of visual images
including photos of excavations
sites, coins, maps, artifacts, and
historic structures allows readers to immerse themselves in the
world of the Bible. This monumental work gives readers the opportunity to visit ancient sites and
historical places while remaining
in the comfort of their own home.
Cost: $39.55

Illustrated with full-color
photos, charts, and maps, this
handbook provides readers with a
wealth of information that complements and supplements the historical context of the Bible.
This handbook includes an
introduction to the field of archaeology for readers who might not be
familiar with the methods, practices, and importance of this area
of study.
Included in this section is an
annotated bibliography of important biblical archaeological
reports, books, and journal articles
for further study. The rest of the
handbook is devoted to a book-bybook (Genesis through Revelation)
presentation of the most significant
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The Big Book of Animal Devotions teaches children about the
wonders of God’s creation while
using each animal to illustrate
a character-development lesson
straight from the Bible. Each
reading includes a Scripture verse,
discussion questions, and a concise
nugget of take-away wisdom.
Cost: $14.45

Big Truths for Young Hearts
equips parents to guide their
young children through all major
doctrines in an understandable,
chapter-a-day format.
Cost: $12.80

The Wonder of it All illustrates
the account of Creation according
to the Book of Job. Using beautiful, panoramic photographs and
Scripture quotations, the author
vividly describes the historical
record of events.
Cost: $10.65

A Chronological Tour
Through the Bible. Imagine how
your understanding of the Bible
could grow if you knew how every
part and player fit together on the
stage of time! Bible scholar Ron
Rhodes presents a spectacular
bird’s-eye view of God’s larger
work—past, present, and future.
Cost: $12.10

Discovery of Design. From the
frontiers of scientific discovery,
researchers are now taking design
elements from the natural world
and creating extraordinary breakthroughs that benefit our health,
our quality of life, our ability to
communicate, and even help us
work more efficiently.
Cost: $9.95
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Family News

Birth. Ethan and Kelsey Parks are
the parents of a boy, Odison Solo,
born December 18, 2018. Grandparents are Zane and Kathleen
Parks.
Hospitalized. Stan Prager is a
patient at Madonna.
Hospitalized. Pat Imler is a patient
at Bryan East.
Hospitalized. Earl Fulliton was a
patient at Bryan East.
Hospitalized. Cathie Leach was a
patient at St. Elizabeth.
Hospitalized. Perry Beard was
a patient at the Lincoln Surgical
Hospital.

Children’s Studies
Children’s Church. The children
studied the Christmas story.

Information

Offering Envelopes for 2019 are
across from Sound Words. They
are individually labeled in alphabetical order and may be picked up
at your convenience. If you used
an offering envelope during 2018,
a new one has been prepared for
you. If we missed you or if you
want to start using offering envelopes, please go to Sound Words
and they will issue one to you.
Tax Savers. Non-cash gifts such
as stocks, mutual funds, grain
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commodities, and IRA distributions provide excellent tax saving
methods. Be sure to allow sufficient time to make the necessary
transfer complete. Some of these
types allow you to both avoid
capital gain taxes and use the full
value for a tax deduction. Contact
Jeff Horn or Carroll Lavalleur if
you need any assistance.
End of Year & Last Minute
Giving. All giving must be received by December 31 to qualify
as an income tax deduction for
2018. Using the church’s website
(www.ihcc.org) is a convenient
method of doing last minute giving
toward General Offering or Sound
Words.
Bible Reading Schedules for 2019
are available at Sound Words for
those wanting a printed copy. The
schedule will also be in the newsletter, on the website, and on the
Sound Words app.
Hear & Heed is a list of questions
that help drive home the truths presented in Gil’s message each week.
These questions are designed to
help us review and mull over what
we are learning. The thought provoking questions, written by Sam
Pelton, provide insight into ways
these truths can be applied in our
lives. If you’d like to receive Hear
& Heed each week, sign up at the
south Information Center.
Are You Missing a Coat? Stop
by the Unclaimed Coats rack in
the south lobby (across from the

Lending Library) to claim your
lost items.
Fundamentals of the Faith. Gordie Coffin and Jeff Horn are teaching the Fundamentals of the Faith
class each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. in
Room 1102. The class is intended
to provide a good foundation for
several important doctrinal areas.
The class is open to everyone.
Used Book section is available at
Sound Words. You may contribute
to or make purchases of discounted
and hard-to-find books. Our stock
is constantly changing in both the
fiction and non-fiction categories.
Mentors for Teachers are now
available. If you would like some
personal guidance or would like to
see if you have the gift of teaching, now is the time to step forward. Several men are willing to
help you on your way. The time
commitment is minimal, but the
rewards are eternal. If interested,
please contact one of these men:
Perry Beard, 402-475-5657; Jim
Pelton, 402-464-5465; or Tom
Price, 402-792-9331.
Nursing Home Door-to-Door
Evangelism. If you’d like to help,
call Adam Flaugh, 402-310-2070.

with us through the internet, log
on to www.ihcc.org and click on
“Resources” at the top of the page.
Then, click on “Live Stream.” The
services start at 10:00 a.m. and
6:00 p.m.
Event Kitchen. If you have an
upcoming event that involves
the Event Kitchen, contact Rachel Gould at church, 402-4834541. She will reserve it for your
group and give you an Event Sheet,
which will help with the planning. Questions to Merrily Bailey
402-730-7617.
Home Bible Studies. If you are
looking for a Home Bible Study or
are interested in hosting a study in
your home, contact Adam Flaugh
at 402-310-2070 or Jeff Horn at
402-483-4541.
If you know of someone who
would benefit spiritually from a
regular visit or if you’d like to get
involved visiting the sick through
the Visitation Ministry, please talk
to Curt Kuster, 402-483-4541.
Weddings & Funerals. Please call
the church, 402-483-4541, and ask
for Pastor Duane Nelsen for wedding and funeral arrangements.

Hospitalizations. Please call the
church, 402-483-4541, and notify
Curt Kuster of hospitalizations or
births.

Last Week’s Message

Worship Service Online. If you
are unable to attend church on
Sunday and would like to worship

Dec. 16 AM. Gil Rugh. GR 2062.
God’s Word Concludes for the
Churches. Revelation 22:12-21
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This Week’s Events

Future Events

Sunday
No Sunday Night Church

December 30
Peter Barber Speaking AM
No Sunday Night Church

Monday
Christmas Eve Service with
Communion 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday
Christmas Day
Church Building Closed
Wednesday
Church Building Closed
Christmas Break for Classes
Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7:00 p.m.

December 31
No Sisters
January 1
New Year’s Day
Church Building Closed
January 2
New Year’s Break
for Classes
January 6
Duane Nelsen speaking AM
Adam Flaugh speaking PM
January 8
Titus Tuesday Resumes
January 9
Wednesday Night Classes Resume
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February 15, 16
Men’s Seminar
“The Heavens Declare the
Glory of God”
February 22, 23
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“She Calls Him Lord”
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Church
cancellations or
delays will be
posted on the
church website:
www.ihcc.org

