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INDIAN HILLS COMMUNITY CHURCH
As we worship together this
morning, we trust that the one
true God—the creator of heaven
and earth, and our maker—will
be praised and glorified in all our
thoughts, words and deeds.
We praise Him for the love
and mercy He has shown to us, His
sheep, and for the revelation He
has given us through His Word,
that we may know Him, and know
Him in a personal and intimate
way.
We never want to forget how
God’s marvelous plan provided the
way for us to be “born” into His
family—by grace alone, through
faith alone, in Christ alone. What a
great, merciful, holy, just, and loving God we serve. It is amazing to
think that God, out of His love for
us, sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to
die on the cross for us, to pay the
sin penalty each of us has incurred.
What a privilege it is to assemble in His name, and to consider the blessings He brings to our
lives. If you are new to The Hills,
or have visited a few Sundays, we
especially welcome you. It is our
hope and prayer that you will be
drawn to the teaching of God’s
Word, and that you will grow more
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and more in love with the Savior,
Christ Jesus.

Christmas Season
With our children’s Christmas
concert next Sunday night and our
adult concert two weeks away, we are
in the midst of joyous celebrations.
We marvel as we recount how
angels from the realms of glory
proclaimed the Messiah’s birth,
and shepherds hurried to worship
the newborn King. What an exciting and joyful season this is, as we
celebrate God’s unspeakable gift—
the gift of our salvation.
We rejoice in God’s great love
for us. A love so great He sent His
beloved Son to earth, born in an
obscure village in the Middle East
some 2000 years ago.
This Savior, who came to earth
as a baby, grew in wisdom and
stature and then gave the ultimate
sacrifice to provide forgiveness for
our sins.
Like the shepherds and wise
men who sought Jesus at His
birth, may we clear our minds of
all earthly distractions and come
humbly in worship and adoration
of the ever-living Messiah, the
Lord Jesus.
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We Can Know God the Father
Through Jesus Christ
Randy Sperling

Have you ever wanted to meet
a famous person for just one hour
to learn from them and understand
their path through life leading to
fame?

ing direct access to the Father for
His children? This is how we know
the Father, through the work Christ
accomplished on the cross.

How much greater is our privilege to know the God who created
all things, and Scripture tells us
exactly how we can know God the
Father. John 4:24 tells us:

Jesus continues in John 14:7,
“If you had known Me, you would
have known My Father also.”

God is spirit, and those who
worship Him must worship in
spirit and truth.
How do we become familiar
with one who is spirit? We have
never seen Him with our physical
eyes nor heard His audible voice
with our ears. We have not shaken
His hand.

Jesus Is Our Access

In John 13 and 14, Jesus states
that the disciples cannot go where
He will soon be going. He speaks
of His Father’s house where Jesus
is going to make preparation for
them.
Thomas asks how they can
know the way He is going. Jesus
answers, “no one comes to the Father but through Me” (John 14:6).
Jesus is our access to the
Father. Remember the temple veil
that tore from top to bottom when
Christ died upon the cross, pictur4 • Heartbeat

Knowing Jesus

Here we find that to know
Jesus is to know the Father. The
Father and the Son are one, yet
distinct. Jesus is the display to us
of the Father.

Jesus Reveals the Father

Why did Paul preach of
Christ? He explains in 2 Cor. 4:6,
For God, who said, “Light
shall shine out of darkness,” is
the One who has shone in our
hearts to give the Light of the
knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Christ.
Jesus is the one who has come
to reveal the Father. Christ’s presence has turned on the light, making us knowledgeable of the Father
and His glory.

Christ Represents the
Father’s Nature

The Father has not concealed
Himself from man through the
centuries. In fact, He has increased
revelation of Himself greatly in

the last two millennia by introducing His Son to the human race. In
Hebrews 1:2, 3 we are told,
[God] in these last days has
spoken to us in His Son, whom
He appointed heir of all things,
through whom also He made
the world. And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact
representation of His nature,
and upholds all things by the
word of His power.

Summary

To know Christ is to know the
Father. May we continue to know
Christ more through His word, by
prayer, and by putting what we
learn into practice with others.
As we grow in Christ our
understanding of the Father will
expand. This growth will increase
our compassion for the lost. There
is great joy in seeing someone else
begin to know the Father as well.

The Father made the world
through the spoken word of the
Son. The Son is the out-shining
of the Father’s glory. He is also
the perfect representation of the
Father’s nature. We learn to know
the Father as we continue to learn
of Christ who is the exact picture
of the Father’s nature.

Understanding the Father

It is the Father’s intention that
we know Him. That is a major
reason He sent Jesus to earth. In 1
John 5:20 we are told,
And we know that the Son of
God has come, and has given
us understanding so that we
may know Him who is true;
and we are in Him who is true,
in His Son Jesus Christ. This
is the true God and eternal life.
When we are in Christ we are
in the Father. To know Christ is
to know the Father. Christ came
that we might understand who the
Father is.

Randy Sperling

As cold, snow, and ice
storms move in, Jeff
Horn and Kevin Wheat
will try to keep abreast
of the weather and road
conditions.
Church
cancellations or
delays will be
posted on the
church website:
www.ihcc.org
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Bible Fellowship Hour
Children’ Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school
coordinator’s desk for
class locations.

Common Bonds
Studying Acts
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Genesis
Team Taught
Cornerstone House

HIS
Studying Deuteronomy
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Studying the Passion
Week
Jeff Harford Teaching
Room 1430

LOGOS
Studying 2 Kings
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422

Fundamentals of the
Faith
Gordie Coffin, Jeff Horn
Teaching
Room 1102
Alpha Omega (18–25)
Studying 1 Corinthians
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311
EDGE
Studying Hebrews
Jimmy Pelton Teaching
Rooms 2211

180 0 Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)
One Heart
Studying Matthew
Dick Bergt Teaching
Room 1112
LIFE
Studying Gospel of John
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

The Father Knows Best
Studying “The Bible as a
Contract”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414
Standing Firm
Studying Mark
Ed Daly Teaching
Room 1417
Classes begin at 8:45
a.m. but everyone is
welcome to come at
8:30 a.m. for a cup of
coffee and fellowship.
For more information
about any of these
classes, contact Duane
Nelsen at 402-4834541, visit the class, or
stop by the information
center.
Information Center
We would love to meet
you! Please stop by and
pick up your visitor/
newcomer gift bag.
We’re located across
from Sound Words.

“But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask
of God, who gives to all generously and
without reproach, and it will be given to him”
(James 1:5).
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Wordless Book Christmas Decor
My heart was dark with sin
until the Savior came in.
His precious blood I know
Has washed it white as snow.
And in His Word I’m told
I’ll walk the streets of gold.
To grow in Christ each day
I read the Bible and pray.
—Charles Spurgeon, 1866

For Christmas decor this year,
the decorating committee is doing
something they’ve never done
before. They are going to decorate
each of the main entrances and the
auditorium with the color of a page
from the wordless book.
At the north entrance we will
see barren sticks and branches
with dark rags around the base of
the trees. This is to represent our
sinful condition as shown by the
black page in the wordless book.
For all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God
(Romans 3:23).
The southeast entrance (small
canopy) will represent the red page
of the wordless book. Three trees
will be decorated with red ornaments to reflect Jesus’ blood and
His death on the cross for our sins.
But God demonstrates His own
love toward us, in that while we
were yet sinners, Christ died
for us (Romans 5:8).
Inside the auditorium we will
be greeted with white snowflakes,
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representing the white page of the
wordless book and our forgiveness
through faith in Christ’s death and
resurrection.
“Come now, and let us reason
together,” says the LORD,
“Though your sins are as
scarlet, they will be as white
as snow; though they are red
like crimson, they will be like
wool” (Isaiah 1:18).
The northeast entrance (big
canopy) will reflect the green page
of the wordless book. Multiple
trees trimmed in green remind us
of our spiritual growth in Christ.
But grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be
the glory, both now and to the
day of eternity. (2 Peter 3:18).
The south entrance will
feature a tree with gold trimming
with layered colors representing
the foundation stones of the new
Jerusalem and the rainbow around
the throne.
For God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish, but have
eternal life (John 3:16).
Be sure to share the signficance of the colors with your children/grandchildren. The wordless
book is a wonderful way to share
God’s redeeming love.

Let It Snow!
After the new plow arrived
last week, Maintenance Director
Kevin Wheat was heard singing,
“Let It Snow!” throughout the
church halls.

The wings can be angled to keep
snow from trailing off and brought
forward to push more snow. Kevin
is thrilled because the extended
wings will shorten plowing time.

The new plow has extendable
wings which go from 8’6” to 11’.

The new plow was donated by
a church member.

Sunday Night Church

Come back tonight for Sunday Night Church. Gil will be answering questions and you will meet people on a more informal basis.
If you are only attending church on Sunday morning, you are
missing much of what the ministry offers. As the weeks and years
flee by, we need to capitalize on the opportunities God gives us and
sometimes that takes discipline.
However, looking back in five or ten years (should the Lord tarry)
we will surely agree that a little discipline was well worth what we
received in return.
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Family News

Hospitalized. Charles Muir is
a patient at South Lake Rehab
Center.
Thank You for all the cards, calls,
prayers, and encouraging words
during Charles’ surgery and recuperation.—Charles & Marilyn Muir

Children’s Studies
Children’s Church. The children
studied 1 Samuel 24 and learned
about God judging between David
and Saul. The lesson goal is to
understand that God’s Word is the
standard of right and wrong

Information

Christmas Cookies are needed
for the Christmas concert social
on December 16. Cookies can be
dropped off in the old kitchen from
December 12–15. If there are any
questions, contact Kate Morten at
402-416-6964.
Offering Envelopes. Next year’s
offering envelopes will be available for pick up on December 9.
Offering envelopes provide an
excellent method to instruct the
church of your giving and if you
used an offering envelope during
2018, then a new one has been
prepared for you. We tried to make
sure no one got missed, but if we
did, or if you simply want to start
using an offering envelope for next
year, please go to Sound Words
10 • Heartbeat

and they will issue one to you.
Tax Savers. Non-cash gifts such
as stocks, mutual funds, grain
commodities, and IRA distributions provide excellent tax saving
methods. Be sure to allow sufficient time to make the necessary
transfer complete. Some of these
types allow you to both avoid
capital gain taxes and use the full
value for a tax deduction. Contact
Jeff Horn or Carroll Lavalleur if
you need any assistance.
Sunday Night Q&A. Text us your
question. Text “ihcc” to 74121 and
follow the instructions to submit
your question to Gil Rugh. He will
be answering questions on Sunday
nights during our “What Does the
Bible Say?” live Q & A series.
Cleaners Needed. If you would
like to serve the Lord and this local fellowship of believers by vacuuming a section of the auditorium
or lobbies once every five weeks,
please call Jennifer Gadeken, 402438-4671.
Classrooms need vacuuming once
every five weeks and cleaners are
needed. If you would like to help
in this area, please call Tami Coffin, 402-366-3490.
Creative Sewers will meet Tuesday, December 4, at 11:30 a.m. for
lunch and sewing.
Titus Tuesday. We will not meet
in December. Enjoy the Christmas
break and plan to meet again on
January 8, 2019.

Fundamentals of the Faith. Gordie Coffin and Jeff Horn are teaching the Fundamentals of the Faith
class each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. in
Room 1102. The class is intended
to provide a good foundation for
several important doctrinal areas.
The class is open to everyone.
Issues in our Contemporary
World is on Christmas break. Plan
to join us on Wednesday, January
9 at 7:00 p.m. in room 1414.
Wednesday Night Bible Study is
on Christmas break. Plan to join us
on Wednesday, January 9 at 7 p.m.
High School Mansion Builders
meet Tuesday and Wednesday evenings at 7:00. Mike Little and Tim
Pratt are the teachers. All high
school kids are welcome.
Girls’ Choir is open to girls in
fourth through twelfth grade. We
meet in the upstairs choir room
from 5:00 to 6:15 p.m.
Choir meets Wednesday at 7:00
p.m. in the upstairs choir room.
We will rehearse 1 hour and 15
minutes every Wednesday and
sing every other Sunday morning.
Anyone high school and older is
welcome.
Orchestra meets Wednesday,
from 6:00–7:00 p.m. in the auditorium. Orchestra also rehearses on
Sunday from 8:00–8:45 a.m.
AWANA meets Wednesday at
6:45 p.m. and kids three years old
through fifth grade are welcome.
Used Book section is available at

Sound Words. You may contribute
to or make purchases of discounted
and hard-to-find books. Our stock
is constantly changing in both the
fiction and non-fiction categories.
Mentors for Teachers are now
available. If you would like some
personal guidance or would like to
see if you have the gift of teaching, now is the time to step forward. Several men are willing to
help you on your way. The time
commitment is minimal, but the
rewards are eternal. If interested,
please contact one of these men:
Perry Beard, 402-475-5657; Jim
Pelton, 402-464-5465; or Tom
Price, 402-792-9331.
Nursing Home Door-to-Door
Evangelism. If you’d like to help,
call Adam Flaugh, 402-310-2070.
Hospitalizations. Please call the
church, 402-483-4541, and notify
Curt Kuster of hospitalizations and
births.

Last Week’s Message
Nov. 18 AM. Gil Rugh. GR 2058.
The New Jerusalem. Revelation
21:9-17
Nov. 18 PM. Gil Rugh. GRM 1206.
Questions and Answers, Part 10.
Selected Verses
Nov. 25 AM. Gil Rugh. GR 2059.
Residents and their Dwellings on
the New Earth. Revelation 21:18-27
Nov. 25 PM. Gil Rugh. GRM 1207.
Questions and Answers, Part 11.
Selected Verses
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This Week’s Events

Future Events

Sunday
Sunday Night Church 6:00 p.m.
Boys of Faith 6:00 p.m.
Girls of Grace 6:00 p.m.
Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m.

December 9
Children’s Christmas Concert

Monday
Pickleball 6:45 p.m.
Sisters 7:00 p.m.

December 23
No Sunday Night Church

Tuesday
Titus Tuesday 9:15 a.m.
Creative Sewers 11:30 a.m.
Mansion Builders 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Girls’ Choir 5:00 p.m.
Orchestra 6:00 p.m.
Praise Team, Band 6:00 p.m.
Awana 6:45 p.m.
Junior High Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Mansion Builders 7:00 p.m.
Choir 7:00 p.m.
Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7:00 p.m.
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December 16
Adult Christmas Concert
Cookie Fellowship

December 24
Christmas Eve Service
Communion
December 25
Christmas Day
Church Building Closed
December 26
Church Building Closed
Christmas Break for Classes
December 30
No Sunday Night Church
January 1
New Year’s Day
Church Building Closed
January 2
New Year’s Break
for Classes
January 8
Titus Tuesday Resumes
January 9
Wednesday Night Classes Resume

Heartbeat is published each week
by Indian Hills Community Church
for distribution on Sunday morning.
Submission deadline is 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday.
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