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IHCC Bible Reading Plan
If you’re looking to make
God’s Word a regular part of your
day, consider the Elders’ One Year
Challenge for 2019. It’s short, it’s
powerful, and Scripture is lifechanging.
By reading from five different
places in the Bible each day, we
will enjoy a variety of viewpoints
while grasping the unity of the
Word.
Our knowledge of both the Old
and New Testaments will be enhanced by reading Old Testament
History, Old Testament Poetry, Old
Testament Prophecy, New Testament Narrative, and New Testament Epistles.
God’s Word is a big book, and
without a workable plan it can be
easy to give up before we even get
through Genesis. If you’re ready to
take the challenge, we suggest that
you ask a close friend to keep you
accountable, and stick to it.
When you fall behind (as we
all do at times), don’t give up. Just
pick up with that day’s reading,
and keep going. Remember, reading any part of the Word is better
than none at all.

Printed copies of the plan will
be available at the end of December and reading sections will be
published in the newsletter and
website each week.

Think About This
The believers of the early
church went beyond the concept of
witnessing once or twice a week.
Many passages make it plain that
evangelism was their supreme
business every day of the year.
They went out searching for lost
souls in a campaign that never
slackened.
And every day, in the temple
and from house to house, they
kept right on teaching and
preaching Jesus as the Christ
(Acts 5:42).
This is a great time to tell
the lost about the Baby born in
Bethlehem so many years ago and
what His birth means to mankind.
An invitation to the Christmas
concert or Christmas Eve service
could easily lead into a conversation about the first Christmas. Take
advantage of the season and plant
some gospel seeds.
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We Can Know God as Our Father
Curt Kuster

Romans 8:14-17

The prayer Christ gave His
disciples as a model for prayer
is commonly called the “Lord’s
Prayer” (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke
11:2-4). It begins by addressing
“Our Father.” This indicates that
those who have placed their faith
in Jesus Christ as Savior can call
and hence know God as “our
Father.”
This is validated by the many
times in Scripture we are called
“sons of God” (e.g. Galatians
3:26, 4:6; 2 Corinthians 6:18), or
“children of God” (e.g. John 1:12;
1 John 3:1-2). In Romans 8 we
are called “sons of God” (v. 14);
“sons by which we cry out Abba!
Father!” (v. 15); and “children of
God” (v. 16).
One key aspect of our salvation is adoption as we see in verse
15, “For you have not received a
spirit of slavery leading to fear
again, but you have received a
spirit of adoption as sons by which
we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’ ” The
importance of our adoption is also
seen in Galatians 4:5 and Ephesians 1:5.
Adoption has been defined as
“a legal action whereby a person is
taken into a family, usually not related to him. When taken into that
family, he is given all the rights
and privileges of a member of that
family.”
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Paul was writing to the Church
at Rome, and they were well aware
of the Roman system of adoption.
Many commentators have noted
the description of adoption in
Paul’s day. The four main consequences were as follows:
1. The adopted person lost all
rights in his old family and gained
all the rights of a legitimate son in
his new family. In the most binding legal way, he got a new father.
2. It followed that he became
an heir to his new father’s estate.
Even if other sons were born afterwards, it did not affect his rights.
He was inalienably a co-heir with
them.
3. In law, the old life of the
adopted person was completely
wiped out. For instance, all debts
were canceled. He was regarded as
a new person entering into a new
life with which the past had nothing to do.
4. In the eyes of the law he
was absolutely the son of his new
father.
The comparison of adoption to
our salvation is clear.
1. Our allegiance to our former
family and former father, the devil,
is now canceled (1 John 3:8-10).
2. We gain all the rights as
heirs and “obtain an inheritance
which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away,

reserved in heaven for you” (1
Peter 1:4).
3. All things from our old life
are wiped out. The debt against us
was canceled at the cross (Colossians 2:14).

be “heirs of the kingdom” (James
2:5) where we will rule (Revelation 2:26-27), and reign (2 Timothy
2:12) with Christ—a truly amazing
thought!

4.We are true sons of God (as
seen in the previous passages).
It has been stated that an
earthly adoption gives a child a
new father, a new name, a new
home, a new address, a new history, and a new destiny. The same
is true with God’s adoption.
God, as our Father, provides
his children with an inheritance
(Colossians 3:24). We inherit
salvation (Hebrews l:14), and will

Curt Kuster
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Are You Missing a Coat?

Stop by the Unclaimed Coats rack in the south lobby (across from the
Lending Library) to claim your lost items.

6 • Heartbeat

Bible Fellowship Hour
Children’ Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school
coordinator’s desk for
class locations.

Common Bonds
Studying Acts
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Old Testament
Team Taught
Cornerstone House

HIS
Studying Deuteronomy
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Studying the Passion
Week
Jeff Harford Teaching
Room 1430

LOGOS
Studying 2 Kings
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422

Fundamentals of the
Faith
Gordie Coffin, Jeff Horn
Teaching
Room 1102
Alpha Omega (18–25)
Studying 1 Corinthians
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311
EDGE
Studying Hebrews
Jimmy Pelton Teaching
Rooms 2211

180 0 Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)
One Heart
Studying Matthew
Dick Bergt Teaching
Room 1112
LIFE
Studying Gospel of John
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

The Father Knows Best
Studying “The Bible as a
Contract”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414
Standing Firm
Studying Mark
Ed Daly Teaching
Room 1417
Classes begin at 8:45
a.m. but everyone is
welcome to come at
8:30 a.m. for a cup of
coffee and fellowship.
For more information
about any of these
classes, contact Duane
Nelsen at 402-4834541, visit the class, or
stop by the information
center.
Information Center
We would love to meet
you! Please stop by and
pick up your visitor/
newcomer gift bag.
We’re located across
from Sound Words.

There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One
who is able to save and to destroy; but who are
you who judge your neighbor? (James 4:12).
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gift ideas from
Sounds Words Bookstore
ing story. And Paul’s letters to the
young churches in the first century
are integrated into the Book of
Acts.
Transition statements help
you understand why some Scripture portions appear where they
do. You do not have to be a Bible
historian to appreciate the fascinating new perspective waiting for
you in The One Year Chronological Bible. It’s like reading some of
your favorite passages for the very
first time.
Cost: $14.20

One Year Chronological
Bible

The One Year Chronological
Bible offers a fascinating way to
read through the Bible in one year,
in as little as fifteen minutes per
day! Gain a better understanding
of the order of biblical events and
the historical context in which they
unfolded. The entire Bible text—
books, chapters, and even verses—
is arranged in the order the events
actually happened.
Prophetic books are interwoven with the historical accounts
they accompany. Psalms follow
the events about which they were
written. Proverbs are placed in the
time they were compiled. The life
of Christ is woven into one mov8 • Heartbeat

MacArthur Daily Bible

Take a tour through the Bible
with pastor-teacher John MacArthur—unleashing God’s truth, one
verse at a time.
The MacArthur Daily Bible

takes a portion of the Old Testament, New Testament, Psalms,
and Proverbs for each day of the
year, with daily comments that
guide and inform you as you read
through the Bible in a year. John
MacArthur’s insight maximizes
the benefit of each day’s reading. If
a commitment to daily Bible reading never worked for you before,
this is the answer. With John at
your side, there’ll be no such thing
as a tough portion of Scripture.
Cost: $17.75

Church Leadership
Board of Elders
Gil Rugh, Chairman
Scott Bailey
Rob Jensen
Larry Riekenberg
Rob Schmidt
Mike Shrader
Randy Sperling
Ray Terry
Greg Thomas

Pastoral Staff

Gil Rugh, Senior Pastor
Jeff Horn, Senior Associate Pastor
Duane Nelsen, Associate Pastor
Donald Goertzen, Part-time
Curt Kuster, Part-time
Eddie Masters, Pastor Emeritus
Nick McElvain, Part-time

Support Staff
Twila Beck
Gale Engle
Rachel Gould
John Scholle
Andrew Thomas
Kevin Wheat

Deacons

101 Hymn Stories

Perfect for devotions, sermon
illustrations, bulletin inserts, and
introducing congregational hymns,
this collection of uplifting, informative hymn stories includes each
hymn’s full text and musical score
as well as information about the
author, composer, and Scripture
that inspired the song.
Cost: $11.40

Jim Aust.................................... Children’s Church
Ed Daly.................................Adult Sunday School
Steve DeRiese.................................. Girls of Grace
Jon Duval....................................... Safety/Security
Adam Flaugh........................................Evangelism
Jonathan Goodding.......................... Boys of Faith
Jeff Harford......................................... High School
Nicholas Jacobsen............................. Men’s Events
Curt Kuster........................................ Communion
Nick McElvain.................................... High School
Galen Pfeiffer................................................ Awana
Tom Price........................................Nursing Home
Todd Smith......................................Sunday School

Part-Time Staff
Doug Andrews
Jerry Andrews
Stephen Bede
Madison DeRiese
Dalton Dowding
Hannah Ganshorn
Rick Gloe
Jake Krieger
Carroll Lavalleur
Sydney Marra
Dale McDaniel
Carsten Scholle
Zach Wheat
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Family News

Death. Lanna Shrader’s father,
Richard Starkweather, died on
December 7, 2018.
Hospitalized. Sandy Frahm was
a patient at Omaha Orthopedic
Hospital.
Thank You to our IHCC family.
We want to say thank you to all
our Christian brothers and sisters
in Christ for your recent prayers,
cards, flowers, and visits during
the passing of my father, Richard.
Also, a huge thank you to Aaron
Nicholson for all the time spent
with our family and the clarity of
the gospel.—Lanna and Michael
Shrader and family

Children’s Studies
Children’s Church. The children
reviewed recent lessons.

Information

Offering Envelopes for 2019
are available across from Sound
Words. They are individually
labeled in alphabetical order and
may be picked up at your convenience. If you used an offering envelope in 2018, then a new one has
been prepared for you. We tried
to make sure no one was missed,
but if we did or if you simply want
to start using an offering envelope
for next year, please go to Sound
Words and they will issue one to
you.
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Tax Savers. Non-cash gifts such
as stocks, mutual funds, grain
commodities, and IRA distributions provide excellent tax saving
methods. Be sure to allow sufficient time to make the necessary
transfer complete. Some of these
types allow you to both avoid
capital gain taxes and use the full
value for a tax deduction. Contact
Jeff Horn or Carroll Lavalleur if
you need any assistance.
End of Year & Last Minute
Giving. A friendly reminder, all
giving must be received by December 31 to qualify as an income
tax deduction for 2018. Using the
church’s website (www.ihcc.org) is
a convenient method of doing last
minute giving toward General Offering or Sound Words.
Cleaners Needed. If you would
like to serve the Lord and this
local fellowship of believers by
vacuuming a section of the auditorium or lobbies once every five
weeks, please call Merrily Bailey,
402-730-7617.
Titus Tuesday. We will not meet
in December. Enjoy the Christmas
break and plan to meet again on
January 8, 2019.
Issues in our Contemporary
World is on Christmas break. Plan
to join us on Wednesday, January
9 at 7:00 p.m. in room 1414.
Wednesday Night Bible Study is
on Christmas break. Plan to join us
on Wednesday, January 9 at 7 p.m.

Fundamentals of the Faith. Gordie Coffin and Jeff Horn are teaching the Fundamentals of the Faith
class each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. in
Room 1102. The class is intended
to provide a good foundation for
several important doctrinal areas.
The class is open to everyone.
High School Mansion Builders
meet Tuesday and Wednesday evenings at 7:00. Mike Little and Tim
Pratt are the teachers. All high
school kids are welcome.
Orchestra meets Wednesday from
6:00–7:00 p.m. in the auditorium.
Orchestra also rehearses on Sunday from 8:00–8:45 a.m.
AWANA meets Wednesday at
6:45 p.m. and kids three years old
through fifth grade are welcome.
Used Book section is available at
Sound Words. You may contribute
to or make purchases of discounted
and hard-to-find books. Our stock
is constantly changing in both the
fiction and non-fiction categories.
Mentors for Teachers are now
available. If you would like some
personal guidance or would like to
see if you have the gift of teaching, now is the time to step forward. Several men are willing to
help you on your way. The time
commitment is minimal, but the
rewards are eternal. If interested,
please contact one of these men:
Perry Beard, 402-475-5657; Jim
Pelton, 402-464-5465; or Tom
Price, 402-792-9331.

Nursing Home Door-to-Door
Evangelism. If you’d like to help,
call Adam Flaugh, 402-310-2070.
Hospitalizations. Please call the
church, 402-483-4541, and notify
Curt Kuster of hospitalizations or
births.
Worship Service Online. If you
are unable to attend church on
Sunday and would like to worship
with us through the internet, log
on to www.ihcc.org and click on
“Resources” at the top of the page.
Then, click on “Live Stream.” The
services start at 10:00 a.m. and
6:00 p.m.
Pickleball meets on Monday from
6:45–9:00 p.m. in the Family Center. Everyone is welcome. For more
information, call Vince Ganshorn
at 402-440-9640.
Event Kitchen. If you have an
upcoming event that involves
the Event Kitchen, contact Rachel Gould at church, 402-4834541. She will reserve it for your
group and give you an Event Sheet,
which will help with the planning. Questions to Merrily Bailey
402-730-7617.
Please pray for tonight’s concert.
Pray that God’s Word will be clear
in song and message.

Last Week’s Message
Dec. 9 AM. Gil Rugh. GR 2061.
Final Call to Heed the Word. Revelation 22:6-11
Heartbeat • 11

This Week’s Events

Future Events

Sunday
Sunday Night Adult Christmas
Concert 6:00 p.m.
Cookie Fellowship

December 23
No Sunday Night Church

Monday
Sisters 6:00 p.m.
Pickleball 6:45 p.m.
Tuesday
Mansion Builders 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Orchestra 6:00 p.m.
Praise Team, Band 6:00 p.m.
Awana 6:45 p.m.
Mansion Builders 7:00 p.m.
Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7:00 p.m.

As cold, snow, and ice
storms move in, Jeff
Horn and Kevin Wheat
will try to keep abreast
of the weather and road
conditions.
Church
cancellations or
delays will be
posted on the
church website:
www.ihcc.org
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December 24
Christmas Eve Service
Communion
No Sisters
December 25
Christmas Day
Church Building Closed
December 26
Church Building Closed
Christmas Break for Classes
December 30
No Sunday Night Church
December 31
No Sisters
January 1
New Year’s Day
Church Building Closed
January 2
New Year’s Break
for Classes
January 8
Titus Tuesday Resumes
January 9
Wednesday Night Classes Resume
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