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INDIAN HILLS COMMUNITY CHURCH
Welcome to The Hills

A warm welcome is extended
to you, beloved of God, this October morning.
May our time together be more
than a mere “Sunday obligation,”
and instead be a memorable occasion in each of our lives as we
study God’s amazing revelation to
us. May we clear our minds of unworthy distractions and draw near
to Him in worship and adoration.

Preparing for Eternity

Most of us remember (and possibly even learned from) Aesop’s
fable, The Ant and the Grasshopper, which provided a moral lesson
about hard work and preparation.
As the story goes, the grasshopper spends the summer months
singing and playing, while the ant
works, storing up food for winter.
Winter arrives and it is not
long before the grasshopper finds
itself dying of hunger. Upon asking
the ant for food, the grasshopper is
rebuked for being idle all summer.
This ancient fable has been
used to teach the virtues of hard
work, saving, and the perils of
improvidence (lacking foresight or
care in the management of resourc-
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es) to generations of children.
We can learn a lot from the
ant, who teaches us to work, invest
and save for the future—like saving for our home, our children’s
education, family vacations, health
expenses, and retirement.
While all this is good, there
is an even more important and
urgent matter for which we must
be preparing ourselves. We must
be preparing our very souls for
eternity.
Holiness is not achieved by
osmosis and will take real effort on
our part, beginning with focusing
on God and glorifying Him.
May we be quick to lay aside
all sin—including our bosom
sins—and by God’s grace develop
heart attitudes of love, forgiveness,
joy, peace, patience, compassion,
kindness, goodness, gentleness,
contentment, self-control, and
thankfulness.
May God bless our efforts!

Think About This

The Bible is the only book
whose author is always present
when one reads it.
Have a good week.
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Meet Elder Greg Thomas
How often do the elders meet?
We meet once a month but will
meet more often if needed. We
usually do not meet in August.
Why are deacon and elder
candidates recommended to the
congregation?
The elders don’t know everything about each candidate and
this gives the body an opportunity
to present information to the Board
that we may not be aware of.
How did you know you were
called to be an elder?
Bob Whitson told me that
my name had come up at an elder
meeting in regards to being an
elder. He suggested that other men
seeing me as elder qualified might
be God’s way of calling me to
that position. After looking at the
qualifications and spending time
in prayer, I was led to serve in that
capacity.
How do you deal with disagreements on the board?
We assume that if God is leading the board, we will be united. If
one member is uncomfortable, we
table the vote. If one member feels
uncomfortable about a candidate,
finances, a project, etc., we don’t
move until we have unity.
How do you deal with sin in the
body?
We are all called to deal with
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Greg Thomas
sin personally. If a sin becomes
known, the responsibility falls on
those who know about it.
Sometimes someone will come
to a board member with knowledge
of a sin. If they have not talked to
the individual, they are obligated
to confront that person before the
Lord. That may be the end of it.
If someone has been confronted first by an individual and then
by two or more friends and refuses
to repent, the board gets involved.
Oftentimes, only God knows if the
person is a Christian. The goal of
church discipline is not only restoration of the sinner, (by removal
from the body if necessary) but
for the purity of the body of Christ.
Why should we trust you?
God chooses His leaders for

the body, therefore the body is
called to follow His selection. I’m
nobody special but I strive to live
my life by God’s Word and examine myself according to His Word.
My desire is to please God. The
Lord knows me perfectly, but for
reasons known only to Him, I am
an elder, charged to lead, protect,
and build up this body.
How do elders shepherd the
flock?
Without a doubt, our greatest
responsibility is to assure that the
Word is taught clearly and correctly, whether it’s Sunday school,
worship time, home Bible studies
or church programs. In this way,
the body is being equipped for the
work of service, to the building up
of the body of Christ.
How do you keep out false teaching?
Keeping out false teaching
is difficult because it’s subtle.
Usually it appears as a new, little
wrinkle concerning the gospel. It
may be an over-emphasis of something that does not appear to be
wrong, like the love of God over
the judgment of God.
No matter how insignificant
the false teaching appears to be,
it needs to be squashed. We are
charged to accurately present the
Word and stand against those who
twist and distort it.
This often leads to accusations
of being narrow, or having all the
answers, but God gives us strength

and great joy when someone
entangled in false teaching breaks
free.
Will elders be held accountable
for how they led the church?
Like teachers, elders will be
held accountable for how faithfully they cared for the flock. Paul
wrote, “they keep watch over your
souls, as those who will give an
account” (Hebrews 13:17).
Will church members be held accountable for how they followed
the elders?
We are all under some authority, whether its secular, in our job,
in our family, or under the elder
board at church, we will all stand
before our Lord and be judged
before the bema seat. “Obey your
leaders and submit to them, for
they keep watch over your souls
as those who will give an account.
Let them do this with joy and not
with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you” (Hebrews 13:17).
What is the biggest challenge to
being an elder?
My biggest challenge is to
remember to continuously bring
things before the Lord and do all
things in His strength and not my
own.
How can we pray for you?
Pray that the unity of the board
would continue, and for strength
and stamina as things come up in
each of our lives, and for the spiritual health of our church family.
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Now Available on Android
and Kindle Tablets!

September Report

www.ihcc.org
Save the Date

Ladies Retreat
True Wisdom Found:
The joyful mindset of
fearing God

February 23 & 24, 2018
Lied Lodge in Nebraska City
Teachers: Nancy Butterfield,
Sheila Abresch, Deb Terry,
LaVon Sperling, Carrie Smith
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Print Media Distributed:
166 booklets

Audio Media Outreach
Sermon Audio:
1,253 downloads & streams

Save the Date

Men’s
Seminar
February 16 & 17, 2018
Speaker: Randall Price
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Jonathan Edwards

Beginning October 11

All are Welcome

Wednesday Night Study at 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 25..................................................Jeff Riekenberg
Budgeting, Spending

Spending without a plan can get out of hand fast. Preparing a budget and
planning for unexpected expenses takes work, but is worth the effort.

Nov. 1................................................. Larry Riekenberg
Into the Spirit World

They shouted for joy at the birth of a planet and gave honor and praise at
the birth of the King. They are invisible, numerous, powerful, and sent by
God to protect those who belong to Him and carry out dreadful judgments to those who make war against the Creator and Sustainer of the
universe.
There is an aura of mystery about God’s celestial army of angels that
stand ready at His bidding to intervene into human history at critical
times. Angels are mentioned often in the Scriptures whether it is closing the mouths of lions, or leading by the hand the sole survivors of the
destruction of the cities of the Plain.
This study of the angels will delve into the spirit world as God gives us
glimpses into a realm that we often do not think about. This includes not
only the holy angels, but also the demons and the father of lies, Satan
himself.
This study is six weeks long and begins Wednesday, Nov. 1 in the Bible
Learning Center.
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John Calvin
“A dog barks when his master
is attacked. I would be a coward if
I saw that God’s truth is attacked
and yet would remain silent,” John
Calvin
John Calvin (1509-1564) is the
most influential pastor in church
history. He wrote commentaries
on nearly the entire Bible, which
are still in print today. His systematic theology, The Institutes of the
Christian Religion, is arguably the
most significant Christian book
ever published. Calvin was the architect of Protestant theology, and
his teachings gave rise to republican government, public education,
and even capitalism.
Calvin was first and foremost a preacher, generally giving
six sermons a week. He moved
the baptismal to the back of the
church, and placed the pulpit in the
middle, marking a change in the
purpose of corporate worship—
Christians would no longer gather
for sacraments, but instead for the
preaching of the Word.
Born north of Paris, he was
converted to Christ in his 20’s and
then forced to flee France—Protestants were not welcome there.
He eventually settled in Geneva,
where he spent the rest of his life
pastoring.
Under Calvin’s preaching,
Geneva was reshaped. Refugees
poured in from England, Scotland,

John Calvin
and France, themselves fleeing
persecution. So many came that
Geneva’s population doubled under
Calvin’s pastorate. He started a
program to train men to return
to their own countries as gospel
preachers, and so many of his
disciples became martyrs that this
institute was known as “the Calvin
school of death.”
Calvin died at age 54—he
simply burned out. He outlived
his wife, and three children, but
his legacy still towers over church
history.

Church
cancellations
or delays will
be posted on
the church
website:
www.ihcc.org
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Family News
Hospitalized. Norma Buhr is a
patient at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital.
Hospitalized. Bill Peery was a
patient at Bryan West Hospital.
New Cell Phone. Stan Butterfield,
402-217-6590; Nancy Butterfield,
402-310-7315.

Children’s Studies
Children’s Sunday School. The
children studied Romans 6 and
learned about sanctified slaves.
Children’s Church. The children
studied Genesis 25 and 27 and
learned about God choosing Jacob
over Esau. The lesson goal is to
recognize that God promised to
bless Jacob instead of Esau.

Information
Road Closures on Sunday,
October 29, due to the Good Life
Halfsy.
Please take an alternate route if
you travel southbound on 70th
Street from Wedgewood to Van
Dorn from 8:15 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.
You will need an alternate route
if you travel on 70th Street from
Normal to Pioneers from 8:15 a.m.
to 10:30 a.m.
Please take an alternate route if
you travel on Normal Blvd. from
56th to 70th Street from 8:15 a.m.
to 10:45 a.m.
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Cleaners Needed for a special assignment and for vacuuming once
every five weeks. If you would like
to help, contact Tami Coffin, 402366-3490.
Titus Tuesday. We will not meet
on October 24. Be sure to attend
Intermission that evening at 6:15.
Lost & Found. We have two
umbrellas from the last big rain, a
chair from Kickoff Sunday, and a
a pair of kid’s shoes in the Media
Center’s Lost & Found. Stop by
and see if they belong to you.
Van Ministry. Van drivers and
riders are needed for Sunday evenings. We want to make transportation available for children to attend Girls of Grace, Boys of Faith,
and Sonshine Kids beginning
November 5. For more information or to volunteer, contact Dalton
Dowding at 402-470-1605 or leave
a message with the church receptionist at 402-483-4541.
New Kitchen Orientations will
be held today, October 22 at 5 p.m.
Come learn how the new dishwashing room functions. You’ll
also learn about the new gas ovens,
and electric warming ovens, and
how to brew coffee. We’ll walk
you through the process of planning your next ministry event,
which will probably (or should!)
include food! Questions to Merrily
Bailey (402) 730-7617.
Orchestra meets on Wednesday at
6:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. the
following Sunday. Contact Aaron

Nicholson, 402-483-4541, if you’d
like to join.

(brian.willet@outlook.com) know
if you’re interested.

Awana Workers are needed for
Sparks (K-2) girls. We need three
ladies to help listen to Bible verses
from 7:00–7:45 p.m.

If you know of someone who
would benefit spiritually from a
regular visit or if you’d like to get
involved visiting the sick through
the Visitation Ministry, please talk
to Curt Kuster or Aaron Nicholson, 402-483-4541.

Singers Needed for the Choir. We
meet on Wednesdays from 7:00–
8:30 p.m. in the Choir Room and
sing every other Sunday. Contact
Aaron Nicholson, 402-483-4541, if
you’d like to sing in the choir.
Potfaith. The Nursing Home/Retirement Home ministry’s annual
meeting is Sunday, October 29,
after the morning service. Families with last names starting with
A-M, please bring a main dish and
a salad. Families with last names
starting with N-Z, please bring a
main dish and a dessert. Tableware
and drinks will be provided. All
current volunteers and anyone interested in joining are encouraged
to attend. Questions? Contact Tom
Price at mathmanprice@gmail.
com.
Junior High meets on Wednesday
at 7:00 p.m. for Bible study at the
Cornerstone House.
Girls’ Choir meets on Wednesday
at 5:00 p.m. in the Choir Room.
All girls are welcome.
Hospitality Ministry needs two
workers. One person is needed to
help at the information desk and
one is needed to greet others at
the southwest doors on Sunday
mornings. Please let Brian Willet

Nursery Workers are needed for
the second hour. Please contact
Cheryl Slade, 402-770-3055, if you
would like to help.
Door 2 Door Evangelism (in the
neighborhoods of Lincoln) meets
each Monday at 6:15 p.m., weather
permitting. Meet at the north
entrance of IHCC (by the security
desk). Everyone is welcome to
attend. If you’ve never been out
before, we will pair you up with
someone who has experience and
you can learn by observing.
Nursing Home Door-to-Door
Evangelism. If you’d like to help,
call Adam Flaugh, 402-310-2070.
Don’t forget to pray for one
another.

Last Week’s Message
October 15 AM. Gil Rugh. GR
2017. No More Delay Before the
Final Phase. Revelation 10:1-6            
October 15 PM. Gil Rugh. GR
2099. Misuse of the Law Compromises the Gospel. Galatians 4:8-11
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This Week’s Events
Sunday

New Kitchen Orientation 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Night Church 6:00 p.m.
Boys of Faith 6:00 p.m.
Girls of Grace 6:00 p.m.
Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m.
Monday
Door 2 Door 6:15 p.m.
No Sisters
Tuesday
No Titus Tuesday
Intermission 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday
Girls’ Choir 5:00 p.m.
Orchestra 6:00 p.m.
Awana 6:45 p.m.
Choir 7:00 p.m.
Junior High Study 7:00 p.m.
Issues . . . World 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Study 7:00 p.m.

Future Events
October 29
Nursing Home Annual
Meeting 11:30 a.m.
Dessert Social 7:30 p.m.
November 4
Dodgeball Tourney
9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.
November 5
Daylight Saving Time Ends
November 7–10
Branson Tour
November 12
Baptism
November 15
Pie Pick Up 6:00-8:00 p.m.
November 23
Thanksgiving
Church Building Closed

Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7:00 p.m.

November 24
Church Building Closed

Friday
JHAM Costume Party 6:00 p.m.
AO Fall Retreat

December 10
Children’s Christmas Program 6 p.m.

Saturday
AO Fall Retreat

December 17
Adult Christmas Concert 6 p.m.
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December 24
Christmas Eve Service
Communion
December 25
Christmas Day. Church Building Closed
December 26
Church Building Closed

