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If you are new to The Hills or are visiting us today, we encourage you to fill out an
information card located on a seat back in front of you. Also, be sure to stop by the
south Information Center to receive your gift bag containing some materials and
chocolate.

       
Gil Rugh’s ministry of the Word began
September 28, 1969 and a new era had begun.
Indian Hills Community Church was known for
“systematically teaching the Word” and the
congregation was excited to learn
verse-by-verse from the Scriptures.
The body praised God for His faithfulness
and began holding services in the expanded,
but not yet finished (no pews, no carpet)
2,200-seat auditorium on Palm Sunday, 1981.
The Lord also provided a convenient
location for Sound Words, a nursery, a choir
room, classrooms, a puppet room, and a print
shop. Cost was $1,800,000 for 33,000 square
feet.
As technology advanced, the first in-house
computer was purchased in 1983. Four lots (.8
acres) east of the church were also purchased
that year for $59,000. Total property was 20.9
acres.
Gil encouraged men with the gift of
teaching to practice their gift on Wednesday
nights, which gave them an opportunity to use
their gift and benefit the body. His view of
mentoring others in the faith resulted in a
strong lay leadership base throughout the
ministry. God’s blessings were evident as men
developed their teaching skills and went on to
develop and expand ministries at The Hills and
in other churches.
Sound Words, The Standard for Living, was
broadcast on tv and radio with the expectation
that it would become self-supporting. After a
few years, it was clear it would not be able to
support itself, although the Bible teaching had
been well received. The door had been closed,
but it was not long before another door
opened, the internet. God provided an
inexpensive way to share Bible teaching
wherever internet access was available.
Gil Rugh presented the “biblical perspective
of women in ministry” on the Sally Jesse
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Raphael Show in 1986 (The show’s producers
picked Gil’s name from an article in USA Today
regarding the role of women). The show was
slanted against the Word, but Gil proclaimed
the truth and millions heard about the one true
God on national television.
The Lord continued working through the
body’s faithfulness. Fueled with a love for the
lost, Gil’s messages were translated to Chinese
and began airing in China in 1989.
In 1989, 1.57 acres were purchased for
$165,800. Property total was 22.47 acres.
Gil began meeting regularly with pastors
from other churches in 1990. Discussions
included how to do ministry and provided
opportunities to glean insight from one
another on books, new contacts, web sites, and
other matters.
With the desire to reach the lost in South
America, a Brazilian national, Acacio
Nascimento, was brought to Indian Hills to
study theology and see how a biblical church
functions. After two years of training, Acacio
returned to Brazil and started a Bible-teaching
church, Firme Fundamento. Indian Hills
supported Acacio and the Brazilian church for
ten years.
Gil’s literal, historical-grammatical
interpretation of the Word carried over to his
books, and readers are blessed by his clear
approach to Bible interpretation. In addition to
the members of this local church, Bible schools,
seminaries, sister churches, and people around
the world request Gil’s books.
Desiring to expand the ministry to
college-aged men and women, the purchase of
an old fraternity house on the UNL campus was
approved in 1996. The brick structure was built
in 1890 with three floors and a basement. The
building cost $115,000 and needed work. A few
jobs were hired out, but everything else was
done by church volunteers. Once completed,

 
the old house was not only sturdy, but beautiful
inside and out. The Alpha Omega ministry holds
many events at the house, including Thursday
night Bible studies.
Gil frequently recommended books and
encouraged the body to be reading. The
Lending Library and Shepherd’s Library were
well stocked and used by the body.
Improved technology allowed the church to
reach people around the world with Bible
teaching and study helps. Indian Hills launched
its first website in 1998. Designed and updated
by church volunteers, the website provided Gil’s
messages and ministry information.
The Bible Learning Center was completed in
2001, providing needed classroom space. The
Bible Learning Center added 34,600 square feet.
As technology advanced, it became possible
to hear Gil’s Sunday morning and evening
messages live over the internet.
Gil’s emphasis on sharing the gospel led to
numerous Evangelism Boot Camps for those
wanting to become more effective in sharing
with the lost. Classes focused on knowing the
Scriptures, prayer, and trusting God. Whatever
the outcome, sharing the gospel is a pleasing
aroma to the Lord.
The new Event Kitchen opened in 2017 with
lots of work space, service windows, and new
appliances. Designed to handle dinners, parties,
and all-church celebrations, the Event Kitchen
makes serving in the kitchen a pleasure.
Our current level of ministry would have
seemed impossible in 1969. What we’ve seen
happen these past fifty years is nothing short of
miraculous. We praise God for putting us in the
care of a shepherd who loves us and faithfully
feeds us from the Word of Life.
Join us tonight at 6:00 as we celebrate 50
years of faithfulness. It is with much love and
appreciation, that we honor our pastor and his
wife, Gil and Marilyn Rugh.




Children’s Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school
coordinator’s desk for class
locations.

LIFE
Studying Gospel of John
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Matthew
Austin Rugh Teaching
Cornerstone House

The Father Knows Best
Studying “The Bible as a
Contract”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Studying “Attributes of God”
Jeff Harford Teaching
Room 1430
Alpha Omega (18–25)
Studying Mark
Ed Daly Teaching
Room 2311
EDGE
Topical Studies
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Rooms 2211
Common Bonds
Studying Colossians
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404
HIS
Studying Genesis
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423
LOGOS
Studying Colossians
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422
180° Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)
One Heart
Studying Philippians
Perry Beard Teaching
Room 1112

Standing Firm
Studying Daniel
Duane Leach Teaching
Room 1417

Classes begin at 8:45
a.m. but everyone is
welcome to come at
8:30 a.m. for a cup of
coffee and fellowship.
For more information
about any of these
classes, contact Duane
Nelsen at 402-483-4541,
visit the class, or stop
by the information
center.

Information Center
We would love to
meet you! Please stop
by and pick up your
visitor/newcomer gift
bag. We’re located
across from Sound
Words.
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Fifty years ago, Neil Armstrong was the first man to walk on the moon. Richard Nixon
was president, gas was 35 cents a gallon, and the federal minimum wage was $1.60 an
hour. A lot has happened in the last half century.
It’s amazing to think of all that has happened and all the blessings we’ve received at
The Hills in the last 50 years. On September 28, 1969, a young seminary graduate and
his wife, Gil and Marilyn Rugh, came to Indian Hills Community Church with a specific
purpose. Gil’s sole desire was to teach the Scriptures. He had studied and prepared
himself to that cause and he was determined to teach the Word, and only the Word. Sola
Scriptura.
Our shepherd has been faithful to his calling. For the past 50 years we have been
taught the Word, the supreme authority in faith and practice. Not only has our shepherd
led us to cool water and green pastures, but he has protected us from worldly wisdom
and schemes to infiltrate and destroy the church. We are thankful.
With Pastor Gil Rugh’s first message, 50 years ago, came the beginning of a new era.
God has brought us through many joys and sorrows, and He has matured us through the
teaching of the Word. We are thankful for it all, for we have grown more like our Savior.
Tonight at 6:00, we will honor our pastor and shepherd, Gil Rugh, for feeding us the
Words of Life. All glory to God!
After the celebration in the auditorium, we will gather in the Family Center for light
refreshments: delicious finger desserts, grapes, cheese, water, and decaffeinated coffee.
Everyone is welcome to stop in and enjoy some refreshments, greet Gil and Marilyn, and
fellowship with the church family.

Celebrating

50 Years of Faithfulness
Gil Rugh · 1969-2019
Tonight at 6:00 p.m.
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This Week’s Bible Reading Plan:
Categories:
Old Test. History
Old Test. Poetry
Old Test. Prophecy
New Test. Narrative
New Test. Epistles

Thur // October 3
2 Kings 15
Proverbs 1:20-33
Daniel 3:19-30
John 11:28-57
Philippians 2:1-18

Mon // Sept. 30
2 Kings 11 & 12
Psalm 148:7-14
Daniel 2:1-23
John 10:1-21
Ephesians 6:10-24

Fri // October 4
2 Kings 16
Proverbs 2:1-10
Daniel 4:1-27
John 12:1-26
Philippians 2:19-30

Tue // October 1
2 Kings 13
Psalm 149 & 150
Daniel 2:24-49
John 10:22-42
Philippians 1:1-20

Wed // October 2
2 Kings 14
Proverbs 1:1-19
Daniel 3:1-18
John 11:1-27
Philippians 1:21-30

Sat // October 5

Sun // October 6

2 Kings 17
Proverbs 2:11-22
Daniel 4:28-37
John 12:27-50
Philippians 3

2 Kings 18
Proverbs 3:1-12
Daniel 5:1-12
John 13
Philippians 4:1-9

         
Tom Jordison is married to Andrea and together they have
two children. Tom has served in many areas of the ministry
and is now being considered as a Deacon over the Communion
Ministry. He gave his testimony Sunday evening, September
22. If you would like to comment on Tom’s candidacy, please
share them with an elder before Wednesday, October 16.

Three years old through fifth grade welcome




God’s Plan for His Church Today
Ephesians 4:1-16 | Gil Rugh | GRM 1226

Keeps His Promises as Given
 God
Romans 4:13-25 | Gil Rugh | GR 2217
Go to www.ihcc.org to listen to, view, or download all messages!

   
 

 

Constantly changing stock
available at Sound Words
You may contribute to or make
purchases of discounted and
hard-to-find books.
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Workers are needed to help with
SPARKS (K-2) and Truth & Training
(3-5th grades). A music leader for
SPARKS and T&T is also needed.
Contact Galen Pfeiffer if interested at
402-613-6896 or gk5fer@gmail.com.

    

Auditorium Section C will have a
potluck on Sunday, October 13,
immediately following the morning
worship service. The potluck is
hosted by John and Marti Carey.
Meet in the Family Center. Please
bring a main dish and a salad or
dessert to share.

    

Join us Tuesday, October 1, at 11:30
a.m. for lunch and sewing.
Please call the church, 402-483-4541,
and ask for Pastor Duane Nelsen for
wedding and funeral arrangements.

   

Two workers are needed in our Door
Greeter rotation for Sunday mornings. Typically, door greeters are on
a one month per quarter shift.
Please see Brian Willet or the
information desk with any questions
or interest in serving.

  

All church gardeners should meet in
the south parking lot on Wednesday
at 9:00 a.m. All tools are provided.
Any questions call Roxanne Nelsen
at 402-405-5140.

   

Fall InterMission will be held on
Tuesday, October 8 at 6:15 p.m. All
ladies, high school age and older are
welcome. Please bring a salad or
dessert to share. Child care is
provided.

  


Meets Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the choir room.
We sing every other Sunday morning.
High school age and older are welcome to join.


Meets Wednesdays from 6:00-7:00 p.m. in the auditorium.
Orchestra also rehearses on Sundays from 8:00-8:45 a.m.
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Meets Wednesdays from 5:00-6:15 p.m. in the choir room.
Open to girls fourth through twelfth grade.

   


Meets Sundays from 10:25-11:30 a.m.

Children from kindergarten through
fifth grade are dismissed to
Children’s Church in the chapel at
the time indicated on the front of the
bulletin.
Children’s Church will study Matthew
16 and learn about Jesus defining
discipleship. The lesson goal is to
understand the cost of following
Christ in denying ourselves and
following Him.

 

Meets Tuesdays & Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.

Bible studies for high school
students are taught by Mike Little
and Tim Pratt. All high school
students are welcome to attend.


 
Meets Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Join us Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. to
continue our study of Christianity in
the 20th Century. Everyone, high
school age and older is welcome.
Cookies and coffee will be provided.
Donald Goertzen is the teacher.



Meets Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Join us Wednesday, October 2, at 7:00
p.m. for a parenting study that will
especially serve young couples with
newborns through the pre-teen ages.
Rick and Colleen Duval will be your
guides.



Meets Tuesdays from 9:15-11:00 a.m.
Interpreted for the Deaf
All ladies are invited to join us on
Tuesday, October 1, at 9:15 a.m., as
Elizabeth Flaugh will be teaching on
God’s Sovereignty Over People in our
series of lessons on Trusting God.
Discussion Group will follow.

  
Meeting times & locations vary
We have home Bible studies throughout the city primarily on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings. These are smaller
groups that enjoy fellowship together and are fertile ground for planting
and growing relationships within the
church body. Call the church for a
complete listing of our many home
Bible studies.

  

Duane and Laura Nelsen are the
parents of a boy, Connor Duane,
born September 23, 2019.

Please call the church at
402-483-4541 and notify
Curt Kuster or Greg Thomas
of hospitalizations or births.
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