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If you are new to The Hills or are visiting us today, we encourage you to fill out an
information card located on a seat back in front of you. Also, be sure to stop by the
south Information Center to receive your gift bag containing some materials and
chocolate.

  

   

With the Word guiding them and a strong
desire to follow the Lord, the little congregation
on 84th Street unanimously adopted a new
constitution in July 1970. This provided for the
selection of elders and deacons and was the first
step in moving from congregational rule to elder
rule at Indian Hills Community Church.
God was adding to the church. Average
attendance was 98 in 1970, and more room was
needed for classrooms. The congregation began
praying about adding on to the chapel.
Christmas and Easter concerts were the talk
of the town. Combined with a message from Gil,
many heard the Good News of Jesus Christ. By
God’s grace, gospel seeds were planted, and
souls were saved for eternity.
God answered the congregation’s prayer for
more space and the new education facilities
were dedicated to the Lord on December 5,
1971. This included a pastor’s study, library,
church office, and larger nursery.
Gil Rugh’s ability to see the strengths and
gifts of others helped build a strong base of
leadership. As men and women grew in the Lord,
they developed new ministries for various ages.
Over the years, these ministries expanded and
grew.
Ladies of the church saw the benefit of
studying the Word with other women and
sharing home-making tips. The women’s
ministry developed and expanded to include
brunch breaks, retreats, and conferences. Gil’s
wife, Marilyn, shared her testimony at the first
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brunch break.
As God added to the church, the number of
college-aged men and women increased.
College/career night was held at the church with
Gil teaching on the roles of men and women.
Originally known as LAMB, the college-age
ministry flourished and is now known as Alpha
Omega.
The first land addition (2.8 acres for
$14,000) brought the property total to 5.8 acres
in 1972.

Construction of the 900-seat auditorium
God worked through Gil’s steady, consistent
teaching of the Scriptures and attendance
jumped to 390 in 1973. The church had
outgrown the chapel. Plans were made for a
new 900-seat auditorium.
To make Bible teaching more available,
volunteers began recording sermons on cassette
recorders. Tapes could be borrowed or purchased
for one dollar from the church office.
1974 was a year of growth, and attendance
soared to 600. With Gil’s courage to feed the
body the deep things of the Word as well as the
basics, the church stood on a firm foundation.
The body thanked God for the new 900-seat

Church property viewed from 84th street in 1974

auditorium. (15,000 square feet included five
classrooms and cost $450,000).
The Tape Library opened in 1974 and began
dispersing Gil’s tapes. The library grew under
volunteer guidance. It became an oasis for
anyone wanting to drink from the Bible-teaching reservoir. As the ministry expanded, more
biblical resources were made available. The Tape
Library became known as Sound Words and the
shelves were stocked with Bibles, commentaries,
Bible study books, maps, brochures, tracts,
Christian novels, and children’s books.
The congregation appreciated the spiritual
foundation Gil had given them and attendance
was 750 in 1975. A second worship service was
added in the 900-seat auditorium. It became
clear that additional land would be needed in
the future and four additional acres were
purchased for $36,000. Total property was 9.8
acres.
An advantage was seen to publishing
in-house. A used press was purchased in 1976,
and the publications department began
publishing brochures, booklets, and study helps.
The Indian Hills subdivision was developing,
and four acres adjoining the church property
were purchased for $110,000. Total property was
13.8 acres in 1977.
The Family Center addition was also
completed in 1977. This provided needed
classrooms, a kitchen, and space for large group
activities. The cost was $400,000 for an
additional 12,000 square feet.
Indian Hills withdrew from the Mennonite
Brethren denomination to become an
independent, non-denominational church.
Gil’s conviction to train men to teach the
next generation led to a stronger foundation on
the Word, and expansion of youth ministries.
More classrooms were needed. The old farm
house at 8400 “A” Street was purchased in 1978
for the youth ministry. Sunday school, Bible
study, and special events were held at the house.
(The farm house cost $64,000 for 2200 square
feet; plus $10,000 for one acre.) Property total
was 14.8 acres.

With Gil’s clear teaching of Scripture, the
body came to a biblical conclusion on church
government: God’s plan for church leadership is
God-ordained elders shepherding the flock.
Desiring to be biblical, the church voted to end
congregational voting in 1978, and move to
elder rule. This was the last step in moving to an
elder-led church.
God was blessing the ministry and the body
continued to grow in maturity. As future needs
of the church were considered, an additional 5.3
acres were purchased for $200,000. Total
property was 20.1 acres in 1979.
Gil graduated with a Ph.D from California
Graduate School of Theology (Glendale,
California) in 1980, and received a certificate of
Scholastic Excellence having graduated Cum
Laude. (During this time Gil preached three
sermons on Sunday, flew to California Sunday
night and returned on Wednesday each week.)
The body was soaking up the systematic
teaching of the Word and the Lord was maturing
His own. Through Gil’s example, the body
learned to cross reference Bible passages, and
teachers and students were studying and
searching the Scriptures.
Everyone is invited to a special celebration
next Sunday, September 29 at 6:00 p.m. in honor
of our pastor, Gil Rugh. He has faithfully taught
us the Word and protected us from worldly
wisdom these past 50 years. We will take this
opportunity to show our shepherd our love and
appreciation for his faithfulness to the Lord and
to this local fellowship at Indian Hills Community
Church.

Church building viewed from the southeast parking
lot in 1986
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Three years old through fifth grade welcome

  


 


180° Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)
One Heart
Studying Philippians
Perry Beard Teaching
Room 1112

Children’ Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school
coordinator’s desk for class
locations.

EDGE
Topical Studies
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Rooms 2211

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Matthew
Austin Rugh Teaching
Cornerstone House

Common Bonds
Studying Colossians
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Studying “Attributes of God”
Jeff Harford Teaching
Room 1430

HIS
Studying Genesis
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

The Father Knows Best
Studying “The Bible as a
Contract”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414

Alpha Omega (18–25)
Studying Mark
Ed Daly Teaching
Room 2311

LOGOS
Studying Colossians
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422

Standing Firm
Studying Daniel
Duane Leach Teaching
Room 1417
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LIFE
Studying Gospel of John
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

Classes begin at 8:45
a.m. but everyone is
welcome to come at
8:30 a.m. for a cup of
coffee and fellowship.
For more information
about any of these
classes, contact Duane
Nelsen at 402-483-4541,
visit the class, or stop
by the information
center.
Information Center
We would love to meet
you! Please stop by and
pick up your
visitor/newcomer gift
bag. We’re located
across from Sound
Words.

This Week’s Bible Reading Plan:
Categories:
Old Test. History
Old Test. Poetry
Old Test. Prophecy
New Test. Narrative
New Test. Epistles

Thur // Sept. 26
2 Kings 7
Psalm 146
Ezekiel 47:13-23
John 7:32-53
Ephesians 4

Mon // Sept. 23
2 Kings 4
Psalm 144:1-8
Ezekiel 46:1-18
John 6:1-25
Ephesians 2:1-10

Fri // Sept. 27
2 Kings 8
Psalm 147:1-10
Ezekiel 48:1-20
John 8:1-30
Ephesians 5:1-21

Tue // Sept. 24
2 Kings 5
Psalm 144:9-15
Ezekiel 46:19-24
John 6:26-71
Ephesians 2:11-3:13

Sat // Sept. 28
2 Kings 9
Psalm 147:11-20
Ezekiel 48:21-35
John 8:31-59
Ephesians 5:22-33

Wed // Sept. 25
2 Kings 6
Psalm 145
Ezekiel 47:1-12
John 7:1-31
Ephesians 3:14-21

Sun // Sept. 29
2 Kings 10
Psalm 148:1-6
Daniel 1
John 9
Ephesians 6:1-9

Celebrating

50 Years of Faithfulness

 
Gil Rugh · 1969-2019
Sunday, September 29

 

Three years old through fifth grade welcome

 



Three years old through fifth grade welcome
Three years old through fifth grade welcome

   


Stand Firm Where the Battles Rage
Ephesians 6:10-20 | Gil Rugh | GRM 1225

Condition for Salvation
 The
Romans 1-4 | Gil Rugh | GR 2216
Go to www.ihcc.org to listen to, view, or download all messages!

 
 
Constantly changing stock
available at Sound Words
You may contribute to or make
purchases of discounted and
hard-to-find books.
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Girls’ Choir meets Wednesday from
5:00-6:15 p.m. each week. All girls in
fourth through twelfth grade are
welcome. No audition is required.

    

Workers are needed to help with
SPARKS (K-2) and Truth & Training
(3-5th grades). A music leader for
SPARKS and T&T is also needed.
Contact Galen Pfeiffer if interested at
402-613-6896 or gk5fer@gmail.com.

    

Fall InterMission will be held on
Tuesday, October 8 at 6:15 p.m. All
ladies, high school age and older are
welcome. Please bring a salad or
dessert to share. Child care is
provided.
Please call the church, 402-483-4541,
and ask for Pastor Duane Nelsen for
wedding and funeral arrangements.

   

Two workers are needed in our Door
Greeter rotation for Sunday mornings. Typically, door greeters are on
a one month per quarter shift.
Please see Brian Willet or the
information desk with any questions
or interest in serving.

   

All church gardeners should meet in
the south parking lot on Wednesday
at 9:00 a.m. All tools are provided.
Any questions call Roxanne Nelsen
at 402-405-5140.

  

Hear and Heed questions help us
review and apply what we learned
from Sunday’s message. If you
would like the thought-provoking
questions sent to you via email each
week, stop by the Information Desk
in the south lobby and get signed up.

 


Meets Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the choir room.
We sing every other Sunday morning.
High school age and older are welcome to join.

 
Meets Wednesdays from 6:00-7:00 p.m. in the auditorium.
Orchestra also rehearses on Sundays from 8:00-8:45 a.m.
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Meets Wednesdays from 5:00-6:15 p.m. in the choir room.
Open to girls fourth through twelfth grade.

  
 

Meets Sundays from 10:25-11:30 a.m.

Children from kindergarten through
fifth grade are dismissed to
Children’s Church in the chapel at
the time indicated on the front of the
bulletin.
The children will study Matthew 14
and learn about Jesus feeding the
multitude and walking on water. The
lesson goal is to not only marvel at
Jesus’ miracles, but to submit to His
authority.

 

Meets Tuesdays & Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.

Bible studies for high school
students are taught by Mike Little
and Tim Pratt. All high school
students are welcome to attend.

  

Meets Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Join us Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. to
continue our study of Christianity in
the 20th Century. Everyone, high
school age and older is welcome.
Cookies and coffee will be provided.
Donald Goertzen is the teacher.

 
 

Meets Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Join us Wednesday, September 25, at
7:00 p.m. for a parenting study that
will especially serve young couples
with newborns through the pre-teen
ages. Rick and Colleen Duval will be
your guides.

    

Meets Tuesdays from 9:15-11:00 a.m.
Interpreted for the Deaf
All ladies are invited to join us on
Tuesday, September 24 for a light
brunch and fellowship around the
Word. Carrie Smith will be teaching
the lesson The Sovereignty of God.
A discussion group will follow. The
second hour will also include a class
on making a Husker “N” door sign.

 
Meeting times & locations vary
We have home Bible studies throughout the city primarily on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings. Call the church
for a complete listing of our many
home Bible studies.

  
  
Barb Krzycki is a patient at Gateway
Vista Rehab Center.
Betty Mitchell was hospitalized and
is now home.

 
Rebecca Kalkwarf, Jean Brown’s
sister, died September 10, 2019.
Please call the church at 402-483-4541
and notify Curt Kuster or Greg Thomas
of hospitalizations or births.
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