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If  you are new to The Hills or are visiting us today, we encourage you to fill out an 
information card located on a seat back in front of  you. Also, be sure to stop by the 
south Information Center to receive your gift bag containing some materials and 
chocolate.
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The name of the church was changed to 

Indian Hills Community Church in 1968 to �t 
the subdivision in which it was located.

The congregation had developed a taste 
for doctrine and was hungry for the Word, but 
God was leading Eugene Gerbrandt to a new 
work in Oregon. His resignation in August 
1969 seemed untimely by human judgment. 
However, it proved to be God’s time to bring 
in another man who would lead the church 
through in-depth, systematic teaching of the 
Word.

The church board, led by Harold 
Warkentin, immediately began looking for a 
Bible teacher.

Gil Rugh of Willingboro, New Jersey, 
candidated at Indian Hills Community Church 
on September 7. His morning and evening 
messages were well received.

Gil had just completed the three-year 
course of theological studies at Grace 
Theological Seminary, of Winona Lake, 
Indiana, and was awarded the Master of 
Divinity.

The congregation unanimously voted to 
invite Gil to the pastorate. Gil accepted the 
invitation. A young seminary graduate, Gil 
came with a desire to teach God’s Word, and 
equip saints for the work of ministry. A new 
era had begun at Indian Hills Community 
Church.

Gil was installed as pastor Sunday 
morning, September 28, 1969, and began 
systematically teaching “verse by verse” that 
evening.

The congregation was soaking in all the 
Bible teaching they could get, and the 
ministry was on �re.

God continued to bless, and the little 
church began to experience growing pains. 
Parking was limited and the congregation 
needed more space for developing ministries. 
The congregation began praying about 
purchasing property in another location.

Faced with a growing congregation and 
the lack of additional land to purchase 
nearby, the church voted to relocate. Three 
acres were purchased on the east edge of 
Lincoln for $5,000. Donald Goertzen began 
drawing up plans for a chapel to be built 
there.

In July 1967, Eugene Gerbrandt came to 
shepherd the �ock. He was installed as pastor 
and ministered until August 1969.

Work on the new church building began 
in July of 1967 with the building largely 
constructed with volunteer hands. When 
completed, the chapel had a seating capacity 
of 180, four classrooms and over�ow seating 
for 100 in the fellowship hall. The original 
building was 4,800 square feet and cost 
$60,000 to build. The congregation raised 
$15,000 and borrowed the rest.

The crushed rock parking lot held 50 cars. 
Only two houses had been built in the Indian 
Hills subdivision at that time and 84th Street 
was a gravel road.

The congregation of 55 people held their 
�rst service at the new church on February 8, 
1968. The church family gathered and 
thanked God for the many spiritual and 
material blessings He had given them. They 
prayed for God’s blessings on the ministry 
that would take place in the new church 
building and asked for wisdom, courage, and 
strength to do His will.

There were many opportunities for service 
in the small church, and the members were 
convinced that when they saw a need, the 
Holy Spirit had brought that need to their 
attention.

A quote by James Hudson Taylor, English 
missionary to China, had special meaning to 
the humble congregation: “God’s work done in 
God’s way will never lack God’s supplies.”

Trusting that God would supply the time, 
treasure, and talent, whether it was spiritual, 
mental, or physical, the body grew and leaned 
on that promise many times over the years.

In 1962, Forrest Morningstar served as 
interim pastor from January to September. 
Walter Friesen was installed as pastor on 
September 25, 1962. He served until July 
1967.

The fellowship became known as “Lincoln 
Mennonite Brethren Church” in 1962. The 
work was growing, and God’s blessings were 
evident. Articles of Incorporation were �led 
with 42 charter members.

Church members faithfully served the Lord 
and one another through many varied roles, 
together and separately. They built their lives 
around the church and joyfully opened their 
homes for socials, meetings, Bible studies, 
and informal after-church fellowships. Many 
were recipients of another’s hospitality and 
cooking.

Trials helped the little church grow. The 
congregation was young but held true to their 
religious convictions and based their decisions 
on God’s Word. When they needed help, “they 
looked up.”

After much prayer, the name of the church 
was changed from “Lincoln Mennonite 
Brethren” to “Capitol View Church” in 1966.

In 1959, an evangelist by the name of John 
Gerbrandt came to Lincoln with two desires, to 
win souls for Christ, and to start a church 
founded on the Word. John witnessed on 
street corners, and door to door. He made 
acquaintances and invited each one to a Bible 
study. A new work began in downtown 
Lincoln, and the fellowship, which consisted of 
four families, began holding services at the 
YMCA.

Members of the new work identi�ed 
themselves as “Mennonite Brethren,” and their 
�rst church service was held April 5, 1959. The 
small congregation rented a church building 
until they were able to purchase the First 
Covenant Church and parsonage at 2011 G 
Street. The �rst service in the new church 
building was held July 5. The congregation 
met in this building until they moved to 84th 
Street in 1968.

John Gerbrandt served as shepherd of the 
little �ock in Lincoln until a pastor was 
secured. Although it was hard to leave the 
saints he had come to love, John was an 
evangelist at heart and God was leading him 
to another mission �eld.

Robert Vogt served as the pastor from July 
1959 to January 1962. During these years the 
group met for worship but was not yet 
organized as a local church. The fellowship did 
not have a board of elders, constitution, or 
articles of incorporation, but God had begun a 
work in Lincoln, Nebraska.

The congregation had a genuine 
appreciation for music and saw it as an avenue 
to worship and prepare one’s heart for the 
teaching from the Scriptures. Musicians and 
singers prepared and presented special music 
for worship services.
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Kickoff
Sunday, September 8
3:30 PM // Games & activities

5:00 PM // FREE FAMILY PICNIC

6:30 PM // FREE CONCERT
interpreted for the deaf
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You may contribute to or make 
purchases of discounted and 
hard-to-�nd books.

Constantly changing stock 
available at Sound Words

�������������������
Put on the New Man, Part 2
Colossians 3:12-14 | Adam Flaugh | AF 7��
Jesus’ Life Mission
Mark 1:1-20 | Ed Daly | ED 2��

Go to www.ihcc.org to listen to, view, or download all messages!

1 Kings 17:1-18:6
Psalm 129-131
Ezekiel 41
Mark 16
Galatians 2:11-21

1 Kings 16
Psalm 126-128
Ezekiel 40:35-49
Mark 15:22-47
Galatians 2:1-10

1 Kings 18:7-35
Psalm 132 & 133
Ezekiel 42:1-12
John 1:1-28
Galatians 3:1-14

1 Kings 15
Psalm 124 & 125
Ezekiel 40:20-34
Mark 14:66-15:21
Galatians 1:11-24

1 Kings 12
Psalm 120 
Ezekiel 39:1-24
Mark 13:1-23
2 Corinthians 12

1 Kings 13
Psalm 121 & 122
Ezekiel 39:25-29
Mark 13:24-14:21
2 Corinthians 13

1 Kings 14
Psalm 123
Ezekiel 40:1-19
Mark 14:22-65
Galatians 1:1-10

Old Test. History
Old Test. Poetry
Old Test. Prophecy
New Test. Narrative
New Test. Epistles

Categories:

Sat // Sept. 14 Sun // Sept.  15Thur // Sept. 12 Fri // Sept. 13

Wed // Sept. 11Tue // Sept. 10Mon // Sept. 9

This Week’s Bible Reading Plan:

50 Years of Faithfulness
Celebrating

Gil Rugh · 1969-2019
Sunday, September 29
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Door 2 Door meets each Monday at 
6:15 p.m. If you would like to share 
the gospel with people in the 
neighborhoods, meet at the north 
information desk. Any questions call 
Adam Flaugh, 402-310-2070.

�����	��������
All church gardeners should meet in 
the south parking lot on Wednesday 
at 9:00 a.m. All tools are provided. 
Any questions call Roxanne Nelsen
at 402-405-5140.

�
����������
Join us at 9:15 on Tuesday for a light 
brunch.  We will be starting a new 
series of lessons on Trusting God.  
Chris Thomas will be teaching on 
Can You Trust God?  We will be 
�nished at 11:00.  Hope to see you 
then!

���	����������������
Workers are needed to help with 
SPARKS (K-2) and Truth &Training 
(3-5th grades). A music leader for 
SPARKS and T&T is also needed. 
Contact Galen Pfei�er if interested at 
402-613-6896 or gk5fer@gmail.com.

���	�������������
Sound Words is now open Wednes-
day evenings, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. and 
Saturday mornings, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 
p.m. in addition to regular hours 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and Sundays before 
and after morning and evening 
services.

���
�
Choir will begin September 11. We’ll 
rehearse from 7:00-8:15 p.m. every 
Wednesday and take a two week 
break at the end of October. Plan to 
sing for the Christmas concert on 
December 15.  Everyone is welcome 
to join!

��������������
Today is the last day for the “Buy the 
Pound” used book sale. Be sure to 
browse the inventory before it’s all 
gone.

���������
�����
������������
�	�����	�
Stop by the table in the south lobby 
to register your child. Boys of Faith 
and Girls of Grace begin Sunday, 
September 15. Awana begins 
September 11. Registration is also 
available online at www.ihcc.org.

���	����	�
We need one driver, one rider, and 
one temporary rider for the Wednes-
day night Van Ministry beginning 
September 11. For more informa-
tion, please contact Dalton Dowding 
at dalton.dowding@ihcc.org.

��������������������
Two workers are needed in our Door 
Greeter rotation for Sunday morn-
ings.  Typically, door greeters are on 
a one month per quarter shift.  
Please see Brian Willet or the 
information desk with any questions 
or interest in serving.
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Meets Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Join us Wednesday, September 11, at 
7:00 p.m. as we continue our study of 
the Great Awakenings.

Everyone high school age and older 
is welcome.

�������������������
������������

Meets Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Join us Wednesday, September 11, at 
7:00 p.m. for a parenting study that 
will especially serve young couples 
with newborns through the pre-teen 
ages. Rick and Colleen Duval will be 
your guides.

�����������������
Meeting times & locations vary

We have home Bible studies through-
out the city primarily on Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings. These are smaller 
groups that enjoy fellowship togeth-
er and are fertile ground for planting 
and growing relationships within the 
church body. Call the church for a 
complete listing of our many home 
Bible studies.

����������������
Meets Sundays from 10:25-11:30 a.m.

Children from kindergarten through 
�fth grade are dismissed to 
Children’s Church in the chapel at 
the time indicated on the front of the 
bulletin. 

The children will study Matthew 12 
and learn about Jesus rebuking the 
Pharisees. The lesson goal is to 
respond to God‘s Word by believing 
and bearing good fruit.

�����������
Barb Krzycki is a patient at Bryan 
East.

���
������

�
��������
��

Please call the church at 402-483-4541 and notify Curt Kuster or Greg Thomas  of 
hospitalizations or births.

���������
A special thank you to Andrew 
Thomas and all the music camp 
workers for your loving ministry 
to our young people this summer.
The students learned many 
musical skills and God’s Truth was 
reinforced in the songs and 
lessons. May God use all they 
have learned this summer for His 
glory and His purposes.

�����
Kim Holmes’ mother, Annabelle, 
died August 16, 2019.
Onneatta Rikkli, wife of Dutch 
and mother of Kathy Platt, died 
September 3, 2019.
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