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If you are new to The Hills or are visiting us today, we encourage you to fill out an
information card located on a seat back in front of you. Also, be sure to stop by the
south Information Center to receive your gift bag containing some materials and
chocolate.



   By Gil Rugh

Therefore, since we have so great a
cloud of witnesses surrounding us,
let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily
entangles us, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set
before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus,
the author and perfecter of faith,
who for the joy set before Him
endured the cross, despising the
shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God
(Hebrews 12:1-2)
Last week we saw that Jesus
provides the perfect example of
living by faith. Looking at the end of
Hebrews 12:2, what did He do in this
instance to show how to live by faith?
We read that Jesus “for the joy set
before Him endured the cross.” Now
you'll note here, He endured the cross
because He was looking to the
ultimate goal, the joy set before Him.
To arrive at the appointed goal and
the joy associated with attaining that
goal it was required that Jesus
endure the suffering of the cross.
Moving on in verse 2, we see that
Jesus despised the shame of the
cross. In New Testament times the
cross was a mark of greatest shame.
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Only the basest of criminals were
condemned to death via crucifixion.
It was a punishment so degrading
that no Roman citizen could be
subjected to it. Jesus Christ despised
this shame. The Greek word translated “despised” means “to think little of
or to disregard.” Jesus counted the
shame of the cross as nothing
because of the joy of the ultimate
realization of the goal — the
securing of salvation that could only
be accomplished by the cross.
The result of His obedience is that
He “has sat down at the right hand of
the throne of God.” The reward for
Christ’s perfect obedience was
exaltation by the Father. We see a
similar thought in Philippians 2:8-11
where Paul says of Jesus, “He
humbled Himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even
death on a cross. For this reason also,
God highly exalted Him, and
bestowed on Him the name which is
above every name, so that at the
name of Jesus every knee will bow,
of those who are in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and that
every tongue will confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the

Father.” Christ despised the shame of
the cross because of the joy set
before Him, He was looking at the
culmination when he would be
seated at the right hand of the Father
and the work of salvation would be
completed.
It is this exalted Lord whom we
serve. We are to follow His example
of a life of faith. There will be shame,
humiliation, and rejection for those
who boldly identify with Jesus Christ.
Don't quit, don't grow weary, don't
lose heart, don't get discouraged.
Keep your eye on the goal, fix your
attention on Christ, the One who
endured the suffering of the cross
and has been seated at the right
hand of the Father. Do you understand what God has promised us? We
will be presented in the glory of His
presence without spot, perfect,
acceptable in His sight. Do you think
that the saints who have gone before
us are in glory now saying, if I had it
to do over, I would have taken it
easier, wouldn't have been as
intense? We have to fix our attention
on Jesus Christ, turn it away from
things that distract us. We are
engaged in serious business, we are
in the race that God has set before us.

 
 
Children’s Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school
coordinator’s desk for class
locations.

LIFE
Studying Gospel of John
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Matthew
Austin Rugh Teaching
Cornerstone House

The Father Knows Best
Studying “The Bible as a
Contract”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Studying “Attributes of God”
Jeff Harford Teaching
Room 1430
Alpha Omega (18–25)
Studying 1 Corinthians
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311
EDGE
Studying Hebrews
Jimmy Pelton Teaching
Rooms 2211
Common Bonds
Studying Colossians
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404
HIS
Studying Genesis
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423
LOGOS
Studying Colossians
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422
180° Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)
One Heart
Studying Philippians
Perry Beard Teaching
Room 1112

Standing Firm
Studying Daniel
Duane Leach Teaching
Room 1417

Classes begin at 8:45
a.m. but everyone is
welcome to come at
8:30 a.m. for a cup of
coffee and fellowship.
For more information
about any of these
classes, contact Duane
Nelsen at 402-483-4541,
visit the class, or stop
by the information
center.

Information Center
We would love to
meet you! Please stop
by and pick up your
visitor/newcomer gift
bag. We’re located
across from Sound
Words.
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Kickoff
Sunday, September 8
3:30 PM // Games & activities
5:00 PM // FREE FAMILY PICNIC
6:30 PMinterpreted
// FREE
CONCERT
for the deaf
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This Week’s Bible Reading Plan:
Categories:

Mon // Sept. 2
1 Kings 6
Psalm 119:113-120
Ezekiel 35
Mark 9:1-29
2 Corinthians 5:11-21

Old Test. History
Old Test. Poetry
Old Test. Prophecy
New Test. Narrative
New Test. Epistles

Thur // Sept. 5

Fri // Sept. 6
1 Kings 9
Psalm 119:145-152
Ezekiel 37:11-28
Mark 11
2 Corinthians 9

1 Kings 8:22-66
Psalm 119:137-144
Ezekiel 37:1-10
Mark 10:32-52
2 Corinthians 8

Tue // Sept. 3
1 Kings 7:1-39
Psalm 119:121-128
Ezekiel 36:1-21
Mark 9:30-50
2 Corinthians 6

Sat // Sept. 7
1 Kings 10
Psalm 119:153-168
Ezekiel 38:1-16
Mark 12:1-27
2 Corinthians 10

Wed // Sept. 4
1 Kings 7:40-8:21
Psalm 119:129-136
Ezekiel 36:22-38
Mark 10:1-31
2 Corinthians 7

Sun // Sept. 8
1 Kings 11
Psalm 119:169-176
Ezekiel 38:17-23
Mark 12:28-44
2 Corinthians 11







Good Grief
1 Peter 1:3-12 | Brian Trainer | BT 3

God Seems Silent
 When
Ruth 2 | Brian Trainer | BT 4
Go to www.ihcc.org to listen to, view, or download all messages!



Constantly changing stock
available at Sound Words
You may contribute to or make
purchases of discounted and
hard-to-find books.
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The church offices will be closed on
Monday, September 2, in observance of Labor Day.

 

All church gardeners should meet in
the south parking lot on Wednesday
at 9:00 a.m. All tools are provided.
Any questions call Roxanne Nelsen
at 402-405-5140.

  

We are planning another study tour
to Israel and Jordan next year—May
16-30, 2020. If you would like tour
information, contact Donald
Goertzen or send him your request
by email at dgoertzen4@me.com.

 

Join us Tuesday, September 3, at
11:30 a.m. for lunch and sewing.



Door 2 Door will not meet Monday,
September 2, due to Labor Day.

 

Choir will begin September 11. We’ll
rehearse from 7-8:15 p.m. every
Wednesday and take a two week
break at the end of October. Plan to
sing for the Christmas concert on
December 15. Everyone is welcome
to join!

  

We need one driver, one rider, and
one temporary rider for the Wednesday night Van Ministry beginning
September 11. For more information, please contact Dalton Dowding
at dalton.dowding@ihcc.org.
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Sound Words will be having a “Buy
the Pound” Used Book sale the
weekend of Fall Kickoff, Friday –
Sunday, September 6-8. Anyone
who would like to contribute books
can drop them off at any time at
Sound Words.

 
  

Registration for our youth programs
begins today, September 1 and will
continue on September 8. Stop by
the table in the south lobby or
register online at www.ihcc.org.
Boys of Faith and Girls of Grace
begin Sunday, September 15. Awana
begins Wednesday, September 11.

 

Workers are needed to help with
SPARKS (K-2) and Truth &Training
(3-5th grades). A music leader for
SPARKS and T&T is also needed.
Contact Galen Pfeiffer if interested at
402-613-6896 or gk5fer@gmail.com.

  

The Summer Music Camp concert
will be presented tonight, September 1, and our final rehearsal will
begin at 4:45 this afternoon in the
auditorium. All first through eighth
graders are needed for the rehearsal.
Children will stay with the Summer
Music Camp until they are dismissed
for the evening. Please have your
children wear their yellow Summer
Music Camp t-shirt for the concert. If
they don’t have one, we will give
them one tonight.

  
 

 

The Alpha Omega group will lead
Children’s Church while our faithful
workers take a break. The children
will be dismissed from Morning
Worship as usual, worship through
music in the chapel, and receive a
lesson from the Word. The Children’s
Church workers will be back on
Sunday, September 8.

We have home Bible studies throughout the city primarily on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings. These are smaller
groups that enjoy fellowship together and are fertile ground for planting
and growing relationships within the
church body. Call the church for a
complete listing of our many home
Bible studies.

Meets Sundays from 10:25-11:30 a.m.

Meeting times & locations vary



Cheryl Frederick died August 28,
2019.


Joshua and Jessica Satterthwaite
are now living at 11474 310th St.,
Murdock, NE 68407

Please call the church at 402-483-4541 and notify Curt Kuster or Greg Thomas of
hospitalizations or births.



Sept. 11
@ 7:00 p.m.

Everyone is welcome to sing with us this Fall.
Rehearsals are Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.


If you are unable to attend church on Sunday,
worship with us through the internet!
Go to www.ihcc.org or use the Sound
Words app to stream services live!
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