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If  you are new to The Hills or are visiting us today, we encourage you to fill out an 
information card located on a seat back in front of  you. Also, be sure to stop by the 
south Information Center to receive your gift bag containing some materials and 
chocolate.
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Consult your Bible dictionary or 
commentary for help. Obviously, you will 
not be able to do a complete word study 
on every word in the sentence, so focus 
on the key words—those words that are 
especially critical to understanding the 
meaning of the sentence.

What about cross-referencing? 
Cross-referencing involves looking at 
other passages which relate in some way 
to the passage you are studying. There is 
a place for cross-references, but we must 
be careful when using them. Before 
using cross-references, it is best to make 
sure you understand the primary 
passage you are studying. When you 
have a �rm grasp on the passage at 
hand, then you can see what other 
passages are saying.

To summarize, do the following 
when preparing to study:

1. Acquire the basic study tools: study 
Bible, Bible dictionary, Bible 
commentary, and concordance;

2. Choose and reread the Bible book 
many times;

3. Study a paragraph until you know 
the theme or central idea of that 
paragraph;

4. Study the key sentences and key 
words by using your dictionary, 
commentary, and concordance.

Learning the Word of God is challeng-
ing but rewarding. The more you study, 
the more you will sharpen your Bible 
study skills.

Rereading a passage will help you 
avoid one of the most common mistakes 
made by Christians—diving into a 
section of Scripture without being 
familiar with the general context of the 
passage. Attempting to interpret the 
Bible without understanding its context 
can lead to faulty interpretations.

After you have read a book several 
times, it is time to narrow your study to 
a particular paragraph. A paragraph is a 
unit of thought and a good place to 
begin your detailed study.

The �rst paragraph of a book is a 
good place to start. Most Bibles have 
paragraphs marked o� by bold verse 
numbers, making the beginning of a 
paragraph easy to identify. When you 
study the paragraph, be inquisitive and 
observe what the author is saying. Ask 
yourself, “What is the central thought in 
this paragraph?” In one sentence try to 
explain what the author’s point is.

For example, when studying James 
1:2-8, you will see that the main subject 
of this paragraph deals with trials and 
how believers should respond to them. 
When you have �gured out the main 
theme of the paragraph, try focusing on 
key sentences and words within that 
paragraph. You may want to focus on 
James 1:2 which says, “Consider it all joy, 
my brethren, when you encounter 
various trials.” Ask yourself “What is 
James saying in this sentence?” “What 
does the word ‘consider’ mean?” “What 
does the word ‘trials’ mean?” “How does 
the word ‘various’ relate to ‘trials?’” 

Dictionary is one Bible dictionary you 
will �nd helpful.

I also suggest purchasing a good one 
or two volume commentary on the 
whole Bible. The notes in such a 
commentary may be brief, but they will 
give you helpful comments on the 
whole Bible. I prefer the Bible Knowl-
edge Commentary. This two-volume 
work gives helpful insights on most of 
the passages of Scripture.

An exhaustive concordance is also a 
good tool for Bible study. A concordance 
will help you �nd all the passages 
where a particular biblical word is used. 
Perhaps you are interested in doing a 
study on the prophets of the Bible. You 
can go to a concordance and look up all 
the references to “prophet” or “prophe-
cy.” You can then read all the passages 
where those words are used. As a result, 
you will have a greater understanding 
about that subject. Make sure the 
concordance you buy corresponds with 
the Bible version you use. Since I prefer 
the New American Standard Bible, I like 
to use the New American Standard 
Exhaustive Concordance.

Getting Started
With the right study tools in hand, 

you are ready to begin actual Bible 
study. When you have decided on a book 
to study, read and reread it many times. 
Some Bible teachers read the book they 
intend to study �fty times before they 
even pick up a commentary or begin to 
write any notes.

As Christians, it is our responsibility 
to study God’s Word. Studying the Bible, 
however, can be di�cult if one does not 
know where to start. That is why I would 
like to point out some helpful instruc-
tions for getting started with e�ective 
Bible study.

Tools for Bible Study
For starters, I recommend purchasing 

a good study Bible. A study Bible is a 
Bible that has explanatory notes at the 
bottom of each page. These notes will 
help you understand what the text 
means and will give you important 
information concerning a book’s author, 
date, purposes, and key themes.

When choosing a study Bible, it is 
important to choose one that comes 
from a sound theological perspective. 
Personally, I like the Ryrie Study Bible. 
The notes are helpful, plus it is written 
from a dispensational perspective that 
understands the biblical distinction 
between Israel and the church. Under-
standing this distinction is necessary for 
proper interpretation of the Bible.

Second, I recommend purchasing a 
good Bible dictionary. A Bible dictionary 
provides helpful information on a wide 
variety of biblical topics. For example, if 
you want information on the Tabernacle, 
you can look up “Tabernacle” in a Bible 
dictionary and receive helpful informa-
tion on this subject. Likewise, if you 
want to learn about Daniel, a Bible 
dictionary will give you a summary of 
the life of Daniel. The New Unger’s Bible 
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You may contribute to or make 
purchases of discounted and 
hard-to-�nd books.

Constantly changing stock 
available at Sound Words

�������������������
What is Good in Life
Ecc. 7:1-14; Psalm 90 | Gil Rugh | GR 2130��
God’s Truth Prevails
Romans 3:1-8 | Gil Rugh | GR 2211��

Go to www.ihcc.org to listen to, view, or download all messages!

studies, teach, and mentor the inmates.”
Prisoners are often overlooked by 

society. “Their �rst need is for salvation,” 
Brad said. “When visiting, I hope to share 
the gospel and help believers mature in the 
faith while incarcerated.”

In January 1978, a crisis came into 
Brad’s life and he knew he needed the 
Lord’s help. Brad went to the Lord in prayer 
and as he tried to formulate his thoughts 
he was inundated by guilt over his sin. “I 
asked the Lord to forgive me, to save me, 
and to become my Lord and Savior.”

Aware of the peace that came over him, 
Brad knew the Holy Spirit was indwelling 
him. “I was also aware of how spiritually 
malnourished I was.” By God’s grace, Brad 
was a new creature in Christ, and had 
resolution to the problem he had come to 
the Lord for.

Married in 1980, Brad and Cindy have 
two grown children and three grandchil-
dren. Together they have served in various 
ministries over the years.

If you have questions or comments 
about Brad’s candidacy to the o�ce of 
Deacon, please direct them to an elder by 
July 14, 2019.

“Remember the 
prisoners, as though in 
prison with them, and 
those who are 
ill-treated, since you 
yourselves also are in 
the body” (Hebrews 
13:3).

While considering how to best serve the 
Lord in his retirement years, Brad Andre-
esen knew he wanted to help promote 
building up this local fellowship of 
believers. “God has given me a love and 
concern for the brethren,” Brad said. “I have 
availability and am open to serving 
wherever God puts me.”

Brad has been involved with the 
Visitation Ministry for the last four years. “I 
enjoy visiting those who are hospitalized, 
in nursing homes, in rehabilitation centers, 
or shut-in.”

Over the last six months, Brad has also 
been working with the prison ministry. “I’d 
like to see if God can use me in the prison 
ministry,” Brad said. “Je� Horn, Duane 
Nelsen, Curt Kuster, and Aaron Nicholson 
visit men in the Lincoln, Omaha, and 
Tecumseh prison systems. They lead Bible 

 ���	���������������������������
Brad Andreesen
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Judges 16 & 17
Psalm 78:32-39
Ezekiel 3:1-11
Matthew 5:1-24
Romans 3:1-18

Judges 14 & 15
Psalm 78:21-31
Ezekiel 2
Matthew 4
Romans 2:17-29

Judges 18
Psalm 78:40-64
Ezekiel 3:12-27
Matthew 5:25-48
Romans 3:19-31

Judges 12 & 13
Psalm 78:1-20 
Ezekiel 1:15-28
Matthew 3
Romans 2:1-16

Judges 9:1-38
Psalm 75
Lamentations 4:12-22
Acts 28
Jude

Judges 9:39-10:18
Psalm 76
Lamentations 5
Matthew 1
Romans 1:1-17

Judges 11
Psalm 77
Ezekiel 1:1-14
Matthew 2
Romans 1:18-32

Old Test. History
Old Test. Poetry
Old Test. Prophecy
New Test. Narrative
New Test. Epistles

Categories:

Sat // July 6 Sun // July 7Thur // July 4 Fri // July 5

Wed // July 3Tue // July 2Mon // July 1

This Week’s Bible Reading Plan:

��

�����	�� �
�By Andrew Thomas
Summer Music Camp begins tonight at 

6:00 p.m. and is for all �rst through eighth 
grade children.

First through third graders meet in the 
Family Center. Fourth through eighth 
graders meet in the choir room.

All ages will learn more about music in 
general. Each age will focus on music 
theory, notes, and rhythms. The children 
also learn about the music side of ministry 
and receive instruction on speci�c 
instruments. The curriculum is designed so 
the children build on the skills they’ve 
already learned.

If your child has come to Music Camp in 
the past, they will start where they left o�, 
continuing to learn new things.

Each week the children receive a Bible 
lesson that relates to one of our song 
lyrics.

As the children grow, our hope is that 
they will use their talents to serve the 
Lord, whether at IHCC or somewhere else.

A musical �nale will be presented on 
Sunday night, September 1, at 6:00 p.m. in 
the auditorium.

Parents should pick up their children at 
7:30 p.m. in the Family Center.

M E N ’ S  B R E A K F A S T
S at u r d ay,  J u ly  2 7  @  8 : 0 0  a . m .
G u e s t  S p e a k e r :  T o m  W at s o n

bended knee international

C o s t:  $ 3
guests eat free

on the menu:
breakfast pizza & fruit
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Please call the church, 402-483-4541, 
and ask for Pastor Duane Nelsen for 
wedding and funeral arrangements.

����������
Hear and Heed questions help us 
review and apply what we learned 
from Sunday’s message. If you 
would like the thought-provoking 
questions sent to you via email each 
week, stop by the Information Desk 
in the south lobby and get signed up.

����������	��� �
�
Boys of Faith Camp will be held 
August 3-6. Register in the South 
Lobby. Registrations due July 21.

�����������
Door 2 Door meets each Monday at 
6:15 p.m. If you would like to share 
the gospel with people in the 
neighborhoods, meet at the north 
information desk. Questions? Call 
Adam Flaugh, 402-310-2070.

���������	������������	���
We will not meet for prayer this 
week (July 3). Plan to join us next 
Wednesday, July 10 at 7 p.m. in 
room 1414.

������������
All church gardeners should meet in 
the south parking lot on Wednesday 
at 9:00 a.m. for the month of June. 
All tools are provided. Questions? 
Call Roxanne Nelsen at 402-405-5140.

�����������������
Three adult workers are needed in 
the nursery. Contact Julie Harper, 
402-770-3622, for more information.

����������
One adult worker is needed in the 
evening crawler room the �rst 
Sunday of each month.  An adult is 
also needed in the three-year-old 
room the �fth Sunday of each 
month. Junior helpers are needed in 
various rooms and on various weeks. 
For more information, contact 
Joanna Andrews at 402-326-4953.

 ���������
If you would like to serve the Lord 
and this local fellowship of believers 
by vacuuming a section of the 
auditorium or lobbies once every 
�ve weeks, please call Tami Co�n 
(402-366-3490) or Jen Hu� 
(402-657-1597).

�����������	�	����
If you would like to minister to 
others by picking up adults that 
need a ride to church, please call 
Dave Wallick at 402-488-9625.

���������	�
If you’d like to enjoy Oregon berries 
in your home, pick up an order form 
at the north or south information 
center. The berries come in 14 
pound boxes and will arrive this fall. 
Let Julie Harper know if you’d like to 
split a box. Please return the order 
form by July 7. Questions? Call Julie 
at 402-770-3622.

 ���	������
Join us Tuesday, July 2, at 11:30 a.m. 
for lunch and sewing.
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Meets Sundays from 10:25-11:30 a.m.

The children will study Matthew 8 
and learn about Jesus commending 
the Centurion’s faith. The lesson goal 
is to understand that Jesus provided 
salvation to all who have faith in 
Him.

�����������������
Meeting times & locations vary

We have home Bible studies through-
out the city primarily on Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings. Call the church 
for a complete listing of our many 
home Bible studies.

��������
Thank you to all who sent cards, 
gave hugs and o�ered words of 
condolence and encouragement 
at the death of Rita’s mother. We 
are blessed to be in this body of 
believers who came alongside to 
express their support and love. 
Your hearts radiate the light of 
Christ.—Terry and Rita Thomas

��������
We want to thank everyone for 
the many cards and prayers 
following Bill's sister, Bette's 
death on June 8. Also, thank you 
to those that took time out of 
their day to attend her memorial 
service. We appreciate all of you 
and thank the Lord that He has 
blessed us with such a loving, 
caring church family.—Bill and 
Sandy Rathe

��
	������

�	�������	�

Please call the church at 402-483-4541 and notify Curt Kuster or 
Greg Thomas  of hospitalizations or births.

����
Earl Fulliton died June 26, 2019.

�����
Sam and Katie Pelton are the 
parents of a boy, Branson James, 
born June 24, 2019. Grandpar-
ents are Jim and Sandy Pelton.
Jonathan and Suzanne Good-
ding are the parents of a girl, 
Loralee Birdie, born June 24, 
2019. Grandparents are Roger 
and Roxanne Nelsen and Gary 
and Carol Goodding.
Lucas and Alicia Arndt are the 
parents of a girl, Willa Blayke, 
born June 24, 2019. Grandpar-
ents are Dana and Patty Arndt 
and Roger and Gail Hanseling.

��������������
Pat Imler was hospitalized.
Je� Hermanson was hospitalized.
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