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If you are new to The Hills or are visiting us today, we encourage you to fill out an
information card located on a seat back in front of you. Also, be sure to stop by the
south Information Center to receive your gift bag containing some materials and
chocolate.

      By Curt Kuster
We live in a society that is in a hurry.
We have “instant” everything: instant
oat meal; instant pudding; instant
coffee; and even a brand called Instant
Breakfast. We often realize this and pray
about it, but sometimes our prayer is
“Lord give me patience . . . and give it to
me now!
There are many definitions of
patience. These include, “the ability to
bear pains, trials, and calamity without
complaint;” or “the capacity and habit of
being steadfast despite opposition,
difficulty, or adversity.”
Patience is a topic referenced often in
the Bible. The word patience or a similar
attribute is used at least 43 times. There
are three Greek words for patience. The
word translated patience in Galatians
5:22 is the word makrothumia. Makro
means slow or long, and thumos refers
to wrath or anger. Literally it means
“long tempered,” or as the King James
Bible calls it, “long suffering.”
Obviously, the model for patience is
God’s patience. We would not be saved
apart from His patience toward us:
The Lord is not slow about His
promise, as some count slowness,
but is patient toward you, not
wishing for any to perish but for all to
come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9).
Romans 2:4 reminds us not to “think
lightly of the riches of His kindness and
tolerance and patience,” and these
attributes of God are those which “leads
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you to repentance.” Psalm 103, verses 8
and 10 tell us God is “slow to anger” and
hence has “not dealt with us according
to our sins.”
Patience needs to be practiced in
three spheres: patience in problems;
patience with people; and patience with
the plan of God.
A patient person endures negative
circumstances. Joseph certainly
experienced difficult situations (Genesis
37-40). However, he trusted God, and
understood that what his brothers had
meant for evil, God had used for good
(Genesis 50:20). It is God’s grace that
provides the ability to persevere
through these circumstances. As one
author put it, “Irrigations of grace wash
away the irritations of life.”
A patient person copes with
problematic people. We are told to “be
patient with everyone” (1 Thessalonians
5:14). Ephesians 4:2 says, “with all
humility and gentleness, with patience,
showing tolerance for one another in
love.” A patient person is also a forgiving
person (Ephesians 4:32).
A patient person accepts God’s plans
for us. He is the potter and we are the
clay (Romans 9:20-21). We often fall
short of this in the area of prayer. We
pray about something and expect an
immediate answer. We pray for a week,
a month, a year, and think God will not
answer. We fail to realize that God is not
on “human standard time.” He will
answer. The answer may not be what

we expect or desire; however, it is vital
to trust God even when we do not
understand what He is doing.
There may be instances when, on this
side of heaven, we will never fully
understand. However, as William S.
Plumer, a theologian of the 1800s wrote:
Among the redeemed in glory there
is not one who looks back and sees
that on earth there was any mistake
in the divine conduct towards him.
God does all things well.
Patience may be developed by:
Prayer: We can ask God for it. We
can ask the Lord to give us patience to
not get upset with a situation or person
(Romans 12:12).
Produce: We need to depend on the
Holy Spirit to produce this fruit in our
lives by yielding each situation to Him
(Romans 8:26)
Praise: We can develop the habit of
thanking God for everything that
happens, good or bad, and then trust
Him to work out the details (Romans
8:28)
Pressure: Patience comes through
practice and we practice it when we are
under pressure. As the pressure builds,
so must our dependence on God
(Philippians 4:6-7).
Patience is a fruit of the Spirit, hence
we cannot manifest this attitude in our
own strength, but only in submission
and yielding to the Holy Spirit.

  
 
Children’s Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school
coordinator’s desk for class
locations.

LIFE
Studying Gospel of John
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Old Testament
Team Taught
Cornerstone House

The Father Knows Best
Studying “The Bible as a
Contract”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Studying “Moving Head
Knowledge to Heart Knowledge”
Jeff Harford Teaching
Room 1430
Alpha Omega (18–25)
Studying 1 Corinthians
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311
EDGE
Studying Hebrews
Jimmy Pelton Teaching
Rooms 2211
Common Bonds
Studying Acts
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404
HIS
Studying Genesis
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

Standing Firm
Studying Daniel
Duane Leach Teaching
Room 1417

Classes begin at 8:45
a.m. but everyone is
welcome to come at
8:30 a.m. for a cup of
coffee and fellowship.
For more information
about any of these
classes, contact Duane
Nelsen at 402-483-4541,
visit the class, or stop
by the information
center.

LOGOS
Studying Nehemiah
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422
180° Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)
One Heart
Studying Philippians
Perry Beard Teaching
Room 1112

Information Center
We would love to
meet you! Please stop
by and pick up your
visitor/newcomer gift
bag. We’re located
across from Sound
Words.
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After teaching instrumental music for 38 years, Greg
Thomas decided to take on a new challenge.
Greg will be retiring from Lincoln Public School at the end
of the 2018-2019 school year and joining the church pastoral
staff on June 1.
As a part-time pastor, Greg will conduct funerals and make
visits. This includes visiting the home-bound, hospitalized,
imprisoned, and going wherever a visit is needed. Curt Kuster
also works with the visitation ministry.
“Everyone is different, and I want to be sensitive to each one,” Greg said. “Some
desire more visits and some don’t. My hope is to be organized and see each one that
would like a visit.”
Greg has attended IHCC since 1983 and he and Chris were married in 1985.
If you, a friend or family member would be encouraged by a visit, please call the
church, 402-483-4541.

  

Perhaps you’ve noticed the traffic jam at the south exit onto “A” Street after church.
Some want to turn left onto 84th Street and some want to go west on “A” Street. The
exit is currently two-lane, with traffic coming in and out of the church property.
In our endeavor to get everyone to lunch faster, the elders have
decided to change that road to “exit only.” Signs will be posted the
last week of May, and the road will be officially “exit only” on
Sunday, June 2.
With the change we will have
two lanes leaving the church
property from the south exit. The
left lane will be for people turning
left on to 84th Street. The right
lane will be for people staying on
“A” Street.
With both lanes used for
exiting the church grounds, we
expect the traffic to move more
quickly.
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This Week’s Bible Reading Plan:
Categories:

Mon // May 20

Old Test. History
Old Test. Poetry
Old Test. Prophecy
New Test. Narrative
New Test. Epistles

Thur // May 23
Deuteronomy 17 & 18
Psalm 40:1-8
Jeremiah 36:20-32
Luke 22:39-71
Hebrews 9:11-28

Wed // May 22

Deuteronomy 13 & 14
Psalm 39:1-5
Jeremiah 36:1-8
Luke 21
Hebrews 8

Fri // May 24

Sat // May 25

Deuteronomy 19 & 20
Psalm 40:9-17
Jeremiah 37
Luke 23:1-25
Hebrews 10:1-10

y
Sunda
g
n
i
n
e
v
E
Camp

Deuteronomy 15 & 16
Psalm 39:6-13
Jeremiah 36:9-19
Luke 22:1-38
Hebrews 9:1-10

Sun // May 26

Deut. 21:1-22:12
Psalm 41
Jeremiah 38
Luke 23:26-56
Hebrews 10:11-18

Deut. 22:13-23:25
Psalm 42
Jeremiah 39
Luke 24:1-24
Hebrews 10:19-30

  
  
   
   
   


The Standard for Living




Tue // May 21

Deuteronomy 12
Psalm 38:9-22
Jeremiah 35
Luke 20:27-47
Hebrews 7:13-28

God’s Word on Our Families
Selected Verses | Gil Rugh | GR 1222

as Judgment
 Consequences
Romans 1:28-31 | Gil Rugh | GRM 2206
Go to www.ihcc.org to listen to, view, or download all messages!

SERMON AUDIO
IHCC BOOKLETS

APRIL

1,455
166

YTD

6,801
2,406

 
  
Constantly changing stock
available at Sound Words
You may contribute to or make
purchases of discounted and
hard-to-find books.
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If you are over age 70½ or own grain
commodities then a couple of
unique giving methods may be a
good fit for you. For those over 70½,
you may want to consider giving
directly to the church from your
traditional IRA. In most cases it can
directly reduce your taxable income.
For those who own grain commodities, by giving grain directly to the
church this too can reduce your
taxable income. For more information, contact Jeff Horn or Carroll
Lavalleur at 402-483-4541.

 

Girls of Grace will be selling vegetable, fruit, and flower plants in the
south lobby before and after the
morning and evening services
today. The plants are inexpensive
and all money raised helps reduce
the cost of Girls of Grace camp.

  

If you would like to help keep the
church campus from looking shaggy
by mowing once every five weeks,
contact Kevin Wheat, 402-483-4541.

  

Join us Tuesday, May 21, at 11:30
a.m. for lunch and sewing.

   

Auditorium Section “D” will have a
potluck today, immediately following the morning worship service.
The potluck is hosted by Bill and
Sandy Rathe. Meet in the Family
Center.

     

Sound Words will be open Monday –
Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. and
Sundays before and after morning
and evening services. Saturday
morning and Wednesday evening
hours will resume on September 7.

   

All church gardeners should meet in
the south parking lot on Wednesday
at 10:00 a.m. for the month of May.
All tools are provided. Questions?
Call Roxanne Nelsen at 402-405-5140.

    

Decorating supplies are available in
the unfinished room on the second
floor, north of the elevator. Please let
Michelle Pietzyk (402-480-1347)
know if we run low on anything or if
you have any questions!

   

The graduating class of 2019 will be
introduced to the church family
tonight at 6:00 p.m.
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Choir is currently on break.
Watch the bulletin for announcements regarding
special music Sundays throughout the summer.
Meets Wednesdays from 6:00-7:00 p.m. in the auditorium.
Orchestra also rehearses on Sundays from 8:00-8:45 a.m.
Girls’ Choir is currently on break for the summer.
Watch the bulletin for the startup date this fall.

  
   

The Alpha Omega Ministry will
conduct a Sunday Evening Camp for
our young people in kindergarten
through sixth grade. This camp will
meet Sunday evenings from
6:00-7:30 p.m. beginning tonight
through June 16. Children should sit
with their parents during the
evening worship music. Bring the
neighbor kids. For more information,
contact Duane Nelsen,
402-483-4541.

    

Adult workers are needed in the
Sunday night two and three-year-old
rooms. The two-year-old room needs
a worker the fourth and fifth
Sundays of each month. The
three-year-old room needs a worker
the second, third, and fifth Sundays
of the month. Contact Joanna Andrews
at 402-326-4953 if interested.

    

Teacher training will be held today at
4:30 p.m. in Room 1404 (Common
Bonds room). All teachers will benefit
from this class. For more information,
contact John Carey, 402-770-8534.

  

This year’s trip to Branson includes:
Million Dollar Quartet, Oak Ridge
Boys, and Miracle of Christmas. The
trip will be held November 5-8,
2019. The cost is: $495 single; $790
for double. A $50 deposit is due by
August 1 and a final payment is due
October 1. If you have any
questions, please call or email Sandy
Rathe at 402-540-6614 or
srathe727@gmail.com.

  

Meets Sundays from 10:25-11:30 a.m.

Children from kindergarten through
fifth grade sit with their parents for
the music portion of our 10:00 a.m.
service and then are dismissed to
Children’s Church in the chapel at
the time indicated on the front of the
bulletin.
The children will be studying
Nehemiah 8-10 and learning that
God’s law brought the Jews to
repentance. The lesson goal is to
respond to God‘s Word by turning
away from sin and humbly depending on Christ.

 
Meeting times & locations vary
We have home Bible studies throughout the city primarily on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings. These are smaller
groups that enjoy fellowship together and are fertile ground for planting
and growing relationships within the
church body. Call the church for a
complete listing of our many home
Bible studies.


 
Please call the church at
402-483-4541 and notify Curt
Kuster of hospitalizations or
births.

Page 7

 






























 
   
  
    
 
 
   

  

 

    
  
  



 
   
  



us



   



 
  
  

 

    

 
 

  







  

 

contact

 

 

   

   

   

 

..•..
  
 •   

 

    // Editor: Gale Engle // Layout/Design: John Scholle

