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If you are new to The Hills or are visiting us today, we encourage you to fill out an
information card located on a seat back in front of you. Also, be sure to stop by the
south Information Center to receive your gift bag containing some materials and
chocolate.

     By Randy Sperling
Galations 5:22: “But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace …”

Peace Defined

The peace provided by the Holy Spirit
is described as inner quietness of soul, in
contrast to dread or terror. Peace is
expressed by complete confidence in our
all-sufficient God; being anxious for
nothing.
Be anxious for nothing, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And
the peace of God, which surpasses all
comprehension, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus
(Phil. 4:6, 7).
We live in a fast-paced world that
tempts us to take on many responsibilities. At times we need to take the next
exit to partake in what we need, the
peace of God. From that we can have
peace with God, followed by peace with
others.
So then we pursue the things which
make for peace and the building up
of one another (Rom. 14:19).
Peace is much greater than the
absence of conflict. A person may be
living a life of ease, without conflict with
neighbor, yet have no inner peace. God’s
peace is far reaching as we live in
harmony with others.
Pursue peace with all men, and the
sanctification without which no one
will see the Lord (Heb. 12:14).
Only those who have been set apart
to be God’s children will experience His
peace.
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The Source of Peace

Peace with God is where we must
begin.
Col. 1:2b: Grace to you and peace
from God our Father.
Rom. 5:1: Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Gal. 5:22: But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace . . .
By Christ’s work, fulfilling the law,
we have been set free from the law, to
walk by the Spirit. His action provides
God’s peace. It is given to every believer
in Christ and the outcome should be
recognizable to all. This is peace with
God, describing the relationship we
enjoy with Him, and also the peace of
God, which describes the rich quality
and source of peace. As a believer
submits his everyday practice to the
control of the Holy Spirit, he exercises
the peace provided by the Holy Spirit.
Peace contrasts with enmities, strife,
anger, disputes, dissensions, and
factions, which are deeds of the flesh
(Gal. 5:20). At the day of salvation,
hostility between God and sinner ceases
because we have received a family
relationship with God himself. Now
peace will blossom, displaying itself as
we carry out the deeds of our life.
By its name, the fruit of the Spirit
does not flow out of self-exertion but
from the Holy Spirit. Peace with God is
supplied through the blood of Christ.
Col. 1:20: And through Him to
reconcile all things to Himself,
having made peace through the
blood of His cross.

Christ is our source of peace:
John 14:27: Peace I leave with you;
My peace I give to you.
We are to search for peace and hang
on to it:
Ps. 34:14: Depart from evil and do
good; Seek peace and pursue it.
Wisdom finds peace in life:
Pr. 3:17: Her ways are pleasant ways
and all her paths are peace.

Using Peace
Peace can be enjoyed in the greatest
storms of life. It is of benefit in all
contexts. We must live one day at a time,
for today has enough trouble of its own.
We must not borrow tomorrow’s
challenges, adding to today’s circumstances.
Sometimes we rob ourselves of peace
because we find our present circumstances far out of line from personal
expectations. This brings us to an
opportune point in life to review our
circumstances and our expectations. If
our improper actions have caused our
predicament then a change of action
may be due. If our expectations are the
cause, then they need to be altered.
We are directed to take everything to
the Lord in prayer. Our challenge is to
then leave the issue with Him. Do we
trust God to be the 24-hour Caretaker of
our concern? Then we must surrender
our vigilant guard over what concerns
us. Through prayer, God’s peace can
come over us like a blanket, setting our
mind at rest. This happens as we apply
Phil. 4:8:

Finally, brethren, whatever is true,
whatever is honorable, whatever is
right, whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is of good repute, if
there is any excellence and if
anything worthy of praise, dwell on
these things.
We are called to turn our mind to
dwell on proper things, leaving no room
to dwell on improper topics.
God’s peace goes beyond our full
understanding. The peace of God
expands around us as we experience it in
more and more situations:
Phil. 4:7: And the peace of God,
which surpasses all comprehension,
will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.
God’s peace also binds us together:
Eph. 4:3: Being diligent to preserve
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace.
A peaceful person is often rewarded
with a posterity:
Ps. 37:37: Mark the blameless man,
and behold the upright; for the man
of peace will have a posterity.

Conclusion
May the peace of God saturate our
minds and our actions as we serve Him.
One who is exercising the peace of God
will naturally demonstrate the next
characteristic within the fruit of the
Spirit listed in Galatians 5:22: Patience.
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Scott Bailey
Rob Jensen
Larry Riekenberg
Mike Shrader
Randy Sperling
Ray Terry

 

Jim Aust . . . . . . . . . . . Children’s Church
Ed Daly . . . . . . . . . Adult Sunday School
Steve DeRiese. . . . . . . . . . . Girls of Grace
Jon Duval. . . . . . . . . . . . . Safety/Security
Adam Flaugh . . . . . . . . . . . . Evangelism
Jonathan Goodding. . . . . Boys of Faith
Jeff Harford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . High School
Nicholas Jacobsen . . . . . . Men’s Events
Curt Kuster . . . . . . . . . . . . . Communion
Galen Pfeiffer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Awana
Tom Price . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nursing Home
Todd Smith . . . . . . . . . . . Sunday School
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Gil Rugh, Senior Pastor
Jeff Horn, Senior Associate Pastor
Duane Nelsen, Associate Pastor
Donald Goertzen, Part-time
Curt Kuster, Part-time
Greg Thomas, Part-time

 

Twila Beck
Gale Engle
Rachel Gould

 

Doug Andrews
Jerry Andrews
Stephen Bede
Madison DeRiese
Dalton Dowding
Hannah Ganshorn
Rick Gloe

John Scholle
Andrew Thomas
Kevin Wheat

Jake Krieger
Carroll Lavalleur
Sydney Marra
Dale McDaniel
Carsten Scholle
Zach Wheat

This Week’s Bible Reading Plan:
Categories:
Old Test. History
Old Test. Poetry
Old Test. Prophecy
New Test. Narrative
New Test. Epistles

Thur // May 16
Deuteronomy 6:1-7:11
Psalm 36
Jeremiah 32:26-44
Luke 18:18-43
Hebrews 4

Mon // May 13
Deuteronomy 3:1-4:9
Psalm 35:1-16
Jeremiah 31:16-26
Luke 16
Hebrews 1

Fri // May 17
Deut. 7:12-8:20
Psalm 37:1-20
Jeremiah 33:1-13
Luke 19:1-27
Hebrews 5

 
 

Tue // May 14
Deuteronomy 4:10-49
Psalm 35:17-22
Jeremiah 31:27-40
Luke 17
Hebrews 2

Sat // May 18
Deut. 9:1-10:11
Psalm 37:21-40
Jeremiah 33:14-26
Luke 19:28-48
Hebrews 6
180° Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)
One Heart
Studying Matthew
Dick Bergt Teaching
Room 1112

Children’ Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school
coordinator’s desk for class
locations.

EDGE
Studying Hebrews
Jimmy Pelton Teaching
Rooms 2211

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Old Testament
Team Taught
Cornerstone House

Common Bonds
Studying Acts
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Studying “Moving Head Knowledge to Heart Knowledge”
Jeff Harford Teaching
Room 1430

HIS
Studying Genesis
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

The Father Knows Best
Studying “The Bible as a
Contract”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414

Alpha Omega (18–25)
Studying 1 Corinthians
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311

LOGOS
Studying Nehemiah
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422

Standing Firm
Studying Daniel
Duane Leach Teaching
Room 1417




Our Life’s Time of Opportunity
Ecclesiastes 3:11-22 | Gil Rugh | GRM 1225

Go to www.ihcc.org to listen to, view, or download all messages!

LIFE
Studying Gospel of John
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

Wed // May 15
Deuteronomy 5
Psalm 35:23-28
Jeremiah 32:1-25
Luke 18:1-17
Hebrews 3

Sun // May 19
Deut. 10:12-11:32
Psalm 38:1-8
Jeremiah 34
Luke 20:1-26
Hebrews 7:1-12

Classes begin at 8:45
a.m. but everyone is
welcome to come at
8:30 a.m. for a cup of
coffee and fellowship.
For more information
about any of these
classes, contact Duane
Nelsen at 402-483-4541,
visit the class, or stop
by the information
center.
Information Center
We would love to meet
you! Please stop by and
pick up your
visitor/newcomer gift
bag. We’re located
across from Sound
Words.



Constantly changing stock
available at Sound Words
You may contribute to or make
purchases of discounted and
hard-to-find books.

Page 5

   

The Lord has generously blessed this
fellowship of believers with many
godly mothers who have dedicated
their lives to helping, comforting,
encouraging, serving, and caring for
others. Their devotion to God is
modeled in their daily lives and is a
testimony of God’s grace year after
year. Surely, living out one’s faith is
the best gift a mother could give her
children, and we are blessed to have
many of these extraordinary ladies
in our church. God bless our
mothers!

   

If your daughter is currently in
second through fifth grade, she will
love Girls of Grace camp. Stop by the
table in the south lobby and get her
signed up. Camp will be held May
24-27. Registration continues
through today.

  

Girls of Grace will be selling vegetable, fruit, and flower plants in the
south lobby before and after the
morning and evening services
today. The plants are inexpensive
and all money raised helps reduce
the cost of Girls of Grace camp.

  

There will be no interpreted services
for the Deaf today.

  

Auditorium Section “D” will have a
potluck next Sunday, May 19,
immediately following the morning
worship service. The potluck is
hosted by Bill and Sandy Rathe.
Meet in the Family Center. Please
bring a main dish and a salad or
dessert to share.

   

All church gardeners should meet in
the south parking lot on Wednesday
at 10:00 a.m. for the month of May.
All tools are provided. Questions?
Call Roxanne Nelsen at 402-405-5140.

  

Decorating supplies are available in
the unfinished room on the second
floor, north of the elevator. Please let
Michelle Pietzyk (402-480-1347)
know if we run low on anything or if
you have any questions!

   

Teacher training will be held May 19 at
4:30 p.m. in the Common Bonds room.
All teachers will benefit from this class.
For more information, contact John
Carey, 402-770-8534.
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Choir is currently on break.
Watch the bulletin for announcements regarding
special music Sundays throughout the summer.
Meets Wednesdays from 6:00-7:00 p.m. in the auditorium.
Orchestra also rehearses on Sundays from 8:00-8:45 a.m.
Girls’ Choir is currently on break for the summer.
Watch the bulletin for the startup date this fall.


  

The Alpha Omega Ministry will
conduct a Sunday Evening Camp for
our young people in kindergarten
through sixth grade. This camp will
meet Sunday evenings from
6:00-7:30 p.m. from May 19 through
June 16. The children will receive a
Bible lesson, worship through music,
enjoy a snack, and participate in
recreation. Bring the neighbor kids.
For more information, contact
Duane Nelsen, 402-483-4541.



The church’s Clothing Outlet will be
open Tuesday, May 14 from 8:00
a.m.–6:30 p.m. Donated clothes may
be dropped off any time the church
is open. Please place clothing inside
the box in the Clothing Outlet closet
(NE corner, by big canopy). Donated
clothes should be in bags or boxes.
Please put children’s clothes in a
separate bag or box. Clothes should
be clean and in good condition.
Questions? Call Brenda Turner at
402-486-1898.

 

This year’s trip to Branson includes:
Million Dollar Quartet, Oak Ridge
Boys, and Miracle of Christmas. The
trip will be held November 5-8,
2019. The cost is: $495 single; $790
for double. A $50 deposit is due by
August 1 and a final payment is due
October 1. If you have any
questions, please call or email Sandy
Rathe at 402-540-6614 or
srathe727@gmail.com.

  

The graduating class of 2019 will be
introduced to the church family on
Sunday evening, May 19.

 

Meets Sundays from 10:25-11:30 a.m.

Children from kindergarten through
fifth grade sit with their parents for
the music portion of our 10:00 a.m.
service and then are dismissed to
Children’s Church in the chapel at
the time indicated on the front of the
bulletin.
The children will be studying the
Book of Nehemiah and learning how
God used Nehemiah to rebuild
Jerusalem’s wall. The lesson goal is to
depend on God‘s strength to do
God’s will.

 
Meeting times & locations vary
We have home Bible studies throughout the city primarily on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings. These are smaller
groups that enjoy fellowship together and are fertile ground for planting
and growing relationships within the
church body. Call the church for a
complete listing of our many home
Bible studies.



Marvelle Leitgeb, wife of Bill and
mother of Jane Quiring died
May 1, 2019.
Please call the church at 402-483-4541 and
notify Curt Kuster of hospitalizations or births.
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