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If you are new to The Hills or are visiting us today, we encourage you to fill out an
information card located on a seat back in front of you. Also, be sure to stop by the
south Information Center to receive your gift bag containing some materials and
chocolate.



 By Duane Nelsen

As believers walk by the power of the
indwelling Spirit of God, the character of
Christ is produced within (Gal. 5:22-25).
Joy is the second virtue listed in the fruit
of the Spirit.
The joy believers have is greater and
more lasting than the joy of the world.
The unbeliever’s joy is based primarily
on temporary circumstances. When
things go well, there is a measure of
happiness, but when things go badly,
the unbeliever has no solid foundation
for joy. In contrast, while believers
experience very real pain and sorrow
(broken relationships, sickness, disease,
a wandering child, the death of a loved
one), there remains an unshakable
foundation for rejoicing. The passing
circumstances of this life, as real and
painful as they can be, cannot annihilate
believers’ main reasons for joy.
Believers have many reasons for joy.
Here are just a few. First, believers can
and should rejoice in the Lord and the
greatness of His salvation. Think about it.
In His matchless grace, God has made us,
who were once children of the devil on
our way to hell, His dearly loved children
through faith in Christ. Not only are we
God’s children today; we will remain His
beloved children forever (Rom. 8:35-39).
As the hymn goes, “redeemed,
redeemed, His child and forever I am.”
Believers can rejoice in the proclamation of the Gospel. Paul said he rejoiced
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that Christ was proclaimed even though
the motives of the preachers were
anything but perfect (Phil. 1:18). If
Christ and the true Gospel are
proclaimed, believers have a reason to
rejoice.
A fellow believer walking in truth is
another reason for rejoicing. John said
that he was very glad to hear of
believers walking in the truth of God (3
John). Because believers love one
another, we should rejoice when
another does well (1 Cor. 12:25-26). And
since the best thing for another person
is to walk in the truth, we rejoice in this.
Believers can rejoice in trials.
Difficulties are not fun, but because we
understand that it is God's all-wise,
loving, and sovereign hand that brings
everything into our lives, we can rejoice.
When we think biblically, we realize that
even the hardest times are for our good.
Romans 8:28 is a well-known verse, but
how easy it is to forget when trials
come. This truth does not remove the
pain of the hardship, but it gives reason
for joy even in sorrow and hurt (2 Cor.
6:10).
Believers should also rejoice in
persecution and slander for Christ’s sake
because of the future reward. Christ
said, “Blessed are you when people
insult you and persecute you, and falsely
say all kinds of evil against you because
of Me. Rejoice and be glad, for your

reward in heaven is great; for in the
same way they persecuted the prophets
who were before you” (Matt. 5:11-12).
As great as believers’ joy is in this
present world, the fullness of our joy
awaits a future day. Jude 24 says that
God will someday make believers “stand
in the presence of His glory blameless
with great joy.” What a day that will be!
God will surely deliver everything He has
promised to those who love Him. Read
Revelation 21 and 22 and rejoice in all
that God has in store for His redeemed.
These are just a few reasons believers
can rejoice. Many more could be listed.
To experience this joy, a person must
first be saved and then constantly be
looking to the promises of the Word of
God. By the power of the Spirit, we must
walk by faith in the Word of God not by
sight in our present circumstances.
Beloved, “Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I will say, rejoice” (Phil. 4:4)!

 

Children’s Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school
coordinator’s desk for class
locations.

LIFE
Studying Gospel of John
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Old Testament
Team Taught
Cornerstone House

The Father Knows Best
Studying “The Bible as a
Contract”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Studying “Moving Head
Knowledge to Heart Knowledge”
Jeff Harford Teaching
Room 1430
Alpha Omega (18–25)
Studying 1 Corinthians
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311
EDGE
Studying Hebrews
Jimmy Pelton Teaching
Rooms 2211
Common Bonds
Studying Acts
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404
HIS
Studying Genesis
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

Standing Firm
Studying Mark
Ed Daly Teaching
Room 1417

Classes begin at 8:45
a.m. but everyone is
welcome to come at
8:30 a.m. for a cup of
coffee and fellowship.
For more information
about any of these
classes, contact Duane
Nelsen at 402-483-4541,
visit the class, or stop
by the information
center.

LOGOS
Studying Nehemiah
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422
180° Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)

Vacation bible school invitations

available at the entrances

One Heart
Studying Matthew
Dick Bergt Teaching
Room 1112

Information Center
We would love to
meet you! Please stop
by and pick up your
visitor/newcomer gift
bag. We’re located
across from Sound
Words.
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    By Carrie Smith
We had a great year at Titus Tuesday, and
we are now on break until we resume in
September. Last fall and winter, we
investigated the topic of emotions with
Scripture as our foundation and guide. We
have encouraged one another to handle
each emotion we feel, in a way that honors
God. We record the lessons each week and
Twila posts them online. They stand by,
ready to encourage you from God’s Word at
any time! Here are the topics we covered
this past season.
Are emotions a
good thing?
Moving emotions in
the right direction
Anxiety
Guilt
Disappointment
Sorrow
Doubt
Irritability
Discouragement
Monotony

Pressure
Loneliness
Feeling of inferiority
Love
Psalm 23
Depression
Regret
Fear
Anger
Bitterness
Contentment
Psalm 40

You will find the Titus Tuesday lessons on
the church website (www.ihcc.org) by going
to the drop-down list under “Resources” and
selecting “Classes,” then select “Titus
Tuesday.” The lessons are also on the Sound
Words App by selecting “Classes” and then
selecting “Titus Tuesday.”
Our emotions are righted, calmed, and
steadied as we trust in the Lord. The first
three verses of Psalm 40 read, “I waited
patiently for the Lord; and He inclined to me
and heard my cry. He brought me up out of
the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay,
and He set my feet upon a rock making my
footsteps firm. He put a new song in my
mouth, a song of praise to our God; many
will see and fear and will trust in the Lord.”
We hope the online lessons will be an
encouragement to you, and a resource you
can share with others who may need help.
These lessons also form a good basis for
discussion and can easily be shared between
our devices. We look forward to our lessons
together in the fall. Happy summer!

      

Our 2019 graduating seniors and their plans (l-r): Connor Riekenberg, Wesleyan; Jacob Pietzyk, SCC;
Bronson Dowding, UNL; Vincent Roux, SCC; Jack Snyder, UNL; Dakota Wheat, K-State; Savannah Rugh, UNL;
Jessica Oltmer, NECC; Eric Andrews, SCC. Not pictured: Jocelyn Bergt, Wesleyan.

Page 4

This Week’s Bible Reading Plan:
Categories:
Old Test. History
Old Test. Poetry
Old Test. Prophecy
New Test. Narrative
New Test. Epistles

Thur // May 9
Numbers 33:50-34:29
Psalm 33:8-22
Jeremiah 29:15-32
Luke 12:35-59
Titus 2

Mon // May 6
Numbers 31:25-54
Psalm 31:9-24
Jeremiah 28
Luke 11:1-28
2 Timothy 3

Fri // May 10
Numbers 35 & 36
Psalm 34:1-7
Jeremiah 30:1-9
Luke 13
Titus 3

   


The Importance of Today
Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 | Gil Rugh | GR 2124

Over to Desire
 Given
Romans 1:25-27 | Gil Rugh | GRM 2205
Go to www.ihcc.org to listen to, view, or download all messages!

Tue // May 7
Numbers 32
Psalm 32
Jeremiah 29:1-9
Luke 11:29-54
2 Timothy 4

Sat // May 11
Deuteronomy 1
Psalm 34:8-14
Jeremiah 30:10-24
Luke 14
Philemon 1-7

Wed // May 8
Numbers 33:1-49
Psalm 33:1-7
Jeremiah 29:10-14
Luke 12:1-34
Titus 1

Sun // May 12
Deuteronomy 2
Psalm 34:15-22
Jeremiah 31:1-15
Luke 15
Philemon 8-25

 

Constantly changing stock
available at Sound Words
You may contribute to or make
purchases of discounted and
hard-to-find books.
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This year’s trip to Branson includes:
Million Dollar Quartet, Oak Ridge
Boys, and Miracle of Christmas. The
trip will be held November 5-8,
2019. The cost is: $495 single; $790
for double. A $50 deposit is due by
August 1 and a final payment is due
October 1. If you have any
questions, please call or email Sandy
Rathe at 402-540-6614 or
srathe727@gmail.com.

  

Join us Tuesday, May 7, at 11:30 a.m.
for lunch and sewing.

  

One driver and one rider are needed
for Wednesday nights, Sunday
nights, and Sunday mornings.
Several people are needed to help
with VBS transportation of children
June 17-21. If you can help with any
of these needs, contact Dalton
Dowding at 402-470-1605.

    


The graduating class of 2019 will be
introduced to the church family
tonight. The senior class will
celebrate with a banquet after
Sunday Night Church.





There will be no interpreted services
for the Deaf on Sunday, May 12.
Our young people in Sparks and T&T
will receive their awards on Wednesday, May 8, at 6:45 p.m. in the Family
Center. Everyone is welcome.

  

All church gardeners should meet in
the south parking lot on Wednesday
at 10:00 a.m. for the month of May.
All tools are provided. Questions?
Call Roxanne Nelsen at 402-405-5140.

 



If you would like to minister to
others by picking up adults that
need a ride to church, please call
Dave Wallick at 402-488-9625.



If you would like to help keep the
church campus from looking shaggy
by mowing once every five weeks,
contact Kevin Wheat, 402-483-4541.

      

Teacher training will be held today
and May 19 at 4:30 p.m. in the Common
Bonds room. All teachers will benefit
from this class. For more information,
contact John Carey, 402-770-8534.
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Choir is currently on break.
Watch the bulletin for announcements regarding
special music Sundays throughout the summer.
Meets Wednesdays from 6:00-7:00 p.m. in the auditorium.
Orchestra also rehearses on Sundays from 8:00-8:45 a.m.
Girls’ Choir is currently on break for the summer.
Watch the bulletin for the startup date this fall.

  
   

Adult workers are needed in the
Sunday night two and three-year-old
rooms. The two-year-old room needs
a worker the fourth and fifth
Sundays of each month. The
three-year-old room needs a worker
the second, third, and fifth Sundays
of the month. Contact Joanna Andrews
at 402-326-4953 if interested.

  

If your daughter is currently in
second through fifth grade, she will
love Girls of Grace camp. Stop by the
table in the south lobby and get her
signed up. Camp will be held May
24-27. Registration continues
through May 12.

  

Girls of Grace will be selling vegetable, fruit, and flower plants in the
south lobby before and after the
morning and evening services on
May 5 and 13. The plants are
inexpensive and all money raised
helps reduce the cost of Girls of
Grace camp.



Wyman Dughman died April 25,
2019.

 
Larry Porter was a patient at
Bryan East.
Please call the church at 402-483-4541 and
notify Curt Kuster of hospitalizations or births.

 

Meets Sundays from 10:25-11:30 a.m.

Children from kindergarten through
fifth grade sit with their parents for
the music portion of our 10:00 a.m.
service and then are dismissed to
Children’s Church in the chapel at
the time indicated on the front of the
bulletin.
The children will be studying the
Book of Esther this morning. The
lesson goal is to trust in God‘s plan,
power, and protection.

  

Meets Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Join us Wednesday, May 8, at 7:00
p.m. for our last study before the
summer break. We will be back in the
fall with a look at the formation of
Fuller Seminary.

 
Meets Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
Join Duane Leach on Wednesday,
May 8 at 7:00 p.m., for our last class
before the summer break. Everyone is
welcome.

 
Meeting times & locations vary
We have home Bible studies throughout the city primarily on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings. These are smaller
groups that enjoy fellowship together and are fertile ground for planting
and growing relationships within the
church body. Call the church for a
complete listing of our many home
Bible studies.
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