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If  you are new to The Hills or are visiting us today, we encourage you to fill out an 
information card located on a seat back in front of  you. Also, be sure to stop by the 
south Information Center to receive your gift bag containing some materials and 
chocolate.
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By Ed Daly

the brethren” (1 John 3:16). God’s love is 
a sacri�cial love. Leon Morris said, 
“When we see man for what he is, the 
wrath of God for what it is, and the cross 
for what it is, then and only then do we 
see love for what it is.”

Our response to God’s sacri�cial love 
for us (demonstrating His love for us in 
that while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us; Romans 5:8) should be to 
love Him with all our heart, soul, mind, 
and strength (Mark 12: 30). Our love for 
God should be manifested in our love for 
others which is characterized by our 
desire to serve them. If I fall short of 
loving my neighbor, then I am not 
producing the fruit of the Spirit, 
meaning that instead of walking in the 
Spirit, I’m walking in the �esh. The point 
of all this is that we cannot obey God’s 
command to love others because we 
have the inner strength to do so. We 
have to respond to the love of God by 
loving Him. We do this by seeking the 
power of His Spirit to love others as the 
manifestation of our love for Him. The 
surest test of genuine spiritual fruit in 
your life is whether you love your 
neighbor, whether he is lovable or not, 
just as God loved you in your most 
unlovable state. That is genuine proof of 
a person who has been set free by Christ 
to live according to the Spirit. So, do you 
love your neighbor with the kind of 
sacri�cial love that God showed you?

us in some way. But, how about when 
our neighbor tests us, perhaps by 
sinning against us, do we love him or 
her then? Can any of us boast that we 
have never fallen short in loving our 
neighbor? Envy, irritation, impatience, 
unkind words or actions, hatred, gossip, 
and slander condemn us. We are indwelt 
by the Holy Spirit and must yield to the 
power of the Spirit in our daily lives, 
that is, in our walk. Paul exhorts the 
Galatians, “But I say, walk by the Spirit, 
and you will not carry out the desire of 
the �esh” (5:16).

As we walk in the power of the Spirit 
and yield ourselves entirely to His 
in�uence, the Spirit produces tangible 
fruit in our lives: our actions, attitudes, 
and thoughts toward others become 
loving whereas they were previously 
unloving. Loving our neighbor is not 
something that we can do in the �esh. 
We might be able to put on a pretense 
of care and concern, but truly loving our 
neighbor is not natural to our sel�sh, 
sinful human nature. To love our 
neighbor in the power of the Spirit, we 
must �rst grasp the love that God has 
for us, even in our sinful condition. 1 
John 4:19 states, “We love because He 
�rst loved us.” God loves us not because 
we are lovable, but because “God is love” 
(1 John 4:8). Moreover, “We know love 
by this, that He laid down His life for us; 
and we ought to lay down our lives for 

The Apostle Paul tells the Galatians, 
“It was for freedom that Christ set us 
free; therefore keep standing �rm and 
do not be subject again to a yoke of 
slavery” (5:1). While it’s true that every 
person who repents of their sin and 
places their faith in Jesus Christ is free 
from the penalty and the power of sin, 
Paul here is talking about freedom from 
the “yoke of slavery” of the Law. Many 
Jews at the time believed that keeping 
the Law through ritual practices like 
circumcision made them righteous 
before God, just as many religious 
people throughout the ages have 
believed that doing good works made 
them righteous before God. Alerting the 
Galatians to a false gospel, he goes on to 
say “Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you 
receive circumcision, Christ will be of no 
bene�t to you. And I testify again to 
every man who receives circumcision, 
that he is under obligation to keep the 
whole Law” (5:2). This is not, however, a 
free pass to a life of license and immo-
rality. Paul goes on to say in verse 13, 
“For you were called to freedom, 
brethren; only do not turn your freedom 
into an opportunity for the �esh, but 
through love serve one another.”

As we all inspect our hearts, we can 
surely �nd instances in which we failed 
to serve one another in love. In our �esh, 
we are incapable of loving others as we 
should. We sometimes “love” people for 
their love of us or because they bene�t 
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Children’s Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school 
coordinator’s desk for class 
locations.

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Old Testament
Team Taught
Cornerstone House

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Studying “Moving Head 
Knowledge to Heart Knowledge”
Je� Harford Teaching
Room 1430

Alpha Omega (18–25)
Studying 1 Corinthians
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311

EDGE
Studying Hebrews
Jimmy Pelton Teaching
Rooms 2211

Common Bonds
Studying Acts
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404

HIS
Studying Genesis
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

LOGOS
Studying Nehemiah
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422

180° Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)

One Heart
Studying Matthew
Dick Bergt Teaching
Room 1112

LIFE
Studying Gospel of John
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

The Father Knows Best
Studying “The Bible as a 
Contract”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414

Standing Firm
Studying Mark
Ed Daly Teaching
Room 1417

Classes begin at 8:45 
a.m. but everyone is 
welcome to come at 
8:30 a.m. for a cup of 
co�ee and fellowship.

For more information 
about any of these 
classes, contact Duane 
Nelsen at 402-483-4541, 
visit the class, or stop 
by the information 
center.

Information Center
We would love to 
meet you! Please stop 
by and pick up your 
visitor/newcomer gift 
bag. We’re located 
across from Sound 
Words.
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Our young men and women are 
involved and serving in the Alpha 
Omega Ministry. There are lots of 
opportunities and challenges to 
overcome as they discover their spiritual 
gifts and begin using those gifts to build 
up the body of Christ. The members of 
AO have a great desire for people to 
know the Lord and they are reaching out 
with the gospel.

The AO group gathered in front of the 
AO house on Tuesday, April 9, to visit 
with people walking back and forth to 
their dorms. They handed out popcorn, 
lemonade, and a gospel tract/invitation 

to the AO Bible study on Thursday 
nights.

Over the noon hour on Wednesday, 
April 10, some students and E-Team 
members went out in teams to share the 
gospel as opportunities arose. They 
handed out 425 Gospel of John booklets 
with invitations to the AO Ministry.

Je� Harford taught at the AO Spring 
Retreat at Camp Rivercrest on April 6. It 
was a good time of learning and 
fellowship around the Word.

Duane Nelsen serves as pastor of the 
Alpha Omega Ministry. He is currently 
teaching 1 Corinthians on Sunday 
mornings. Jimmy Pelton is teaching 
through Hebrews at the Thursday night 
Bible study at the AO House.

Everyone college-age is encouraged 
to attend AO. For more information, 
contact Duane Nelsen at 402-483-4541. 
Please be praying for our young adults 
as they grow and develop their spiritual 
gifts.
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Living Life Realistically
Ecclesiastes 2:18-26 | Gil Rugh | GR 2123��
The Dark Descent in Wickedness
Romans 1:18-25 | Gil Rugh | GRM 2204��

Go to www.ihcc.org to listen to, view, or download all messages!

�������������������
The Complete Picture of God’s Love
Selected Verses | Gil Rugh | GRM 1221��

Go to www.ihcc.org to listen to, view, or download all messages!

�
��
����
���������

Three years old through �fth grade welcome

Numbers 29
Psalm 30
Jeremiah 27:1-15
Luke 10:1-24
2 Timothy 1

Numbers 28
Psalm 29
Jeremiah 26:16-24
Luke 9:28-62
1 Timothy 6

Numbers 30:1-31:24
Psalm 31:1-8
Jeremiah 27:16-22
Luke 10:25-42
2 Timothy 2

Numbers 26:52-27:23
Psalm 28
Jeremiah 26:7-15
Luke 9:1-27
1 Timothy 5

Numbers 23
Psalm 26
Jeremiah 25:12-26
Luke 7:24-50
1 Timothy 2

Numbers 24 & 25
Psalm 27:1-6
Jeremiah 25:27-38
Luke 8:1-25
1 Timothy 3

Numbers 26:1-51
Psalm 27:7-14
Jeremiah 26:1-6
Luke 8:26-56
1 Timothy 4

Old Test. History
Old Test. Poetry
Old Test. Prophecy
New Test. Narrative
New Test. Epistles

Categories:

Sat // May 4 Sun // May 5Thur // May 2 Fri // May 3

Wed // May 1Tue // April 30Mon // April 29

This Week’s Bible Reading Plan:

Many VBS Workers Needed
We need you to help with this year’s VBS 

(June 17-21). Workers are needed in all areas. 
Please contact Tammy Wheat at 

402-435-1791 for more information.
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Choir is currently on break.
Watch the bulletin for announcements regarding 
special music Sundays throughout the summer.

��������� Meets Wednesdays from 6:00-7:00 p.m. in the auditorium.
Orchestra also rehearses on Sundays from 8:00-8:45 a.m.

������������ Meets Wednesdays from 5:00-6:15 p.m. in the choir room.
Open to girls fourth through twelfth grade.

��������
�

�������
���������
��
One driver and one rider are needed 
for Wednesday nights, Sunday 
nights, and Sunday mornings. 
Several people are needed to help 
with VBS transportation of children 
June 17-21. If you can help with any 
of these needs, contact Dalton 
Dowding at 402-470-1605.

������������
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Your daughter will love Girls of Grace 
camp. Stop by the table in the south 
lobby and get her signed up. Camp 
will be held May 24-27. Registration 
continues through May 12.

�����
��
���������
Teacher training will be held May 5 
and 19 at 4:30 p.m. in the Common 
Bonds room. All teachers will bene�t 
from this class. For more information, 
contact John Carey, 402-770-8534.

���
������
��
All church gardeners should meet in 
the south parking lot on Wednesday 
at 10:00 a.m. for the month of May. 
All tools are provided. Questions? 
Call Roxanne Nelsen at 402-405-5140.

�������

Girls of Grace will be selling plants in 
the south lobby before and after the 
morning and evening services on 
May 5 and 13. The plants are 
inexpensive and all money raised 
helps reduce the cost of Girls of 
Grace camp.

����������������
If you would like to minister to 
others by picking up adults that 
need a ride to church, please call 
Dave Wallick at 402-488-9625.

�
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The graduating class of 2019 will be 
introduced to the church family on 
Sunday night, May 5. The senior 
class will celebrate with a banquet 
after Sunday Night Church.
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A Bible teacher is needed to lead the 
church service at FallBrook retire-
ment home every Sunday at 3:00 
p.m. FallBrook is in the northwest 
part of the city and is a new facility. 
There are only a handful of people 
coming to the service but it will 
grow as more residents move in. 
Songbooks are provided and a 
keyboard is at the site. Contact Tom 
Price at mathmanprice@gmail.com 
or 402-792-9331 if you can commit 
to even one Sunday a month.
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Meets Sundays from 10:25-11:30 a.m.

Children from kindergarten through 
�fth grade sit with their parents for 
the music portion of our 10:00 a.m. 
service and then are dismissed to 
Children’s Church in the chapel at 
the time indicated on the front of the 
bulletin for a time of music and a 
Bible lesson aimed at young hearts 
and minds. The children will be 
reviewing previous week’s lessons 
this morning.

��������� ������
Meets Tuesdays & Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.

Bible studies for high school 
students are taught by Mike Little 
and Tim Pratt. All high school 
students are welcome to attend.

�����������	���������
Meets Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.

Join Duane Leach on Wednesday, 
May 1, and May 8, at 7:00 p.m. for a 
look into “The High Cost of Idolatry.” 
Satan wants us to substitute many 
idols for the Lord. Idols take many 
forms: sex, career, money, cars, 
power, etc. In this class we will 
examine how we are often duped 
into worshipping idols. The class goal 
will be to rid ourselves of all idols, and 
worship the Lord alone.

��� ��� �����
Meets Tuesdays from 9:15-11:00 a.m.
Interpreted for the Deaf

All ladies are invited to join us for our 
last lesson of the year. Nancy 
Butter�eld will be �nishing up our 
series, Purifying Our Emotions with 
Psalm 40. Discussion group will 
follow the lesson.

��� ������� �
������������������

Meets Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Join Donald Goertzen this Wednes-
day for a study of the 20th Century 
Fundamentalists and Neo-Evangeli-
cals. Everyone high school age and 
older is welcome.

������������� ����
Meeting times & locations vary

We have home Bible studies through-
out the city primarily on Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings. These are smaller 
groups that enjoy fellowship togeth-
er and are fertile ground for planting 
and growing relationships within the 
church body. Call the church for a 
complete listing of our many home 
Bible studies.
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Bill Peery was hospitalized and is 
now home.
Betty Mitchell was hospitalized 
and is now home.

Please call the church at 
402-483-4541 and notify Curt 
Kuster of hospitalizations or 
births.
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