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Christ and the Gentiles 
Matthew 15:21-39 

(The following text is taken from a sermon preached by Gil Rugh.) 

 

1. Jesus Is Sought Out by a Canaanite Woman 

2. Jesus’ Response to the Canaanite Woman and His Disciples 

3. The Second Exchange Between Jesus and the Canaanite Woman 

4. The Third Exchange Between Jesus and the Canaanite Woman 

5. Humility and Persistence in Prayer 

6. Jesus Heals Many in the Gentile Crowds 

7. Jesus Has Compassion on the Crowds 

8. The Feeding of the Four Thousand  

9. Our Response to Christ’s Sufficiency 

 

Matthew presents a contrast in Matthew 15 between the responses of the Jews and the Gentiles.  Matthew has shown 

that Christ as the Jewish Messiah offered the kingdom of God to Israel, but the Jews would have nothing to do with 

Him.  In Matthew 15:21-39, Christ ministers among Gentiles who manifest faith and acceptance of Him.  As Matthew 

unfolds the ministry of Christ as the Messiah of Israel, he makes even clearer the fact that the nation Israel has rejected 

Christ. 

 

Three separate incidents are mentioned in Matthew 15:21-39, all of which relate to Gentiles.  Christ honored the faith 

of a Canaanite woman who requested that Jesus heal her daughter, He healed multitudes of other Gentiles, and He fed 

over four thousand people, mostly Gentiles. Christ’s ministry begins to focus mainly on Gentiles since He has been 

driven to them as a result of His rejection by the Jews. 

 

1. Jesus Is Sought Out by a Canaanite Woman 

 

Matthew picks up the narrative in Matthew 15:21 as Jesus withdraws into the district of Tyre and Sidon which is 

Gentile country: “Jesus went away from there, and withdrew into the district of Tyre and Sidon.”  Tyre is about 

35 miles north from Galilee and Sidon is about 60 miles north, both located along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. 

 As far as I can tell from Scripture, this is the only time Jesus carried on a ministry outside the confines of the nation 

Israel.  He withdrew into this Gentile region to escape the opposition that was building among the Jews.   The events 

described here occurred within six months of the crucifixion.  Jewish leaders had already come from Jerusalem and 

sought Him out in Galilee because they were offended by His teaching and His ministry.  So Jesus withdrew even 

further because it was not yet time for the opposition against Him to be brought to a climax.  That will happen shortly 

at Jerusalem. 

 

The parallel account in Mark 7 indicates that when Jesus withdrew into this region, He went into a private home hoping 

to remain anonymous for a while.  He was trying to escape the attention of the multitudes, but He could not do that 

because the Canaanite woman sought Him out.  “And a Canaanite woman from that region came out and began to 

cry out, saying, „Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is cruelly demon-possessed‟” (Matt. 

15:22). 

 

The Canaanites are familiar from the Old Testament.  God instructed the Jews in Deuteronomy 20:17 that when they 

moved into Palestine, one of the peoples they were to annihilate was the Canaanites.  But the Jews did not annihilate 

them, and this woman was a descendent of the Canaanites. She came seeking Christ.  This indicates how the fame of 

Christ had spread.  Even in this non-Jewish territory, a Canaanite woman sought His help. 

 

She addressed Him, “Lord, Son of David” (v. 22).  It is remarkable that she acknowledged Him to be the Messiah of 

Israel.  “Son of David” is a messianic title and is recognition that He is the prophesied descendant of David who would 



rule.  She also recognized Him as the Lord. 

 

This woman did not ask for justice.  As one who was undeserving, she cried out to Him for mercy.  Her request related 

to her daughter whom she said was “cruelly demon-possessed.”  Matthew does not tell how her demon-possession 

manifested itself, but evidently it was cruel and violent.  As a result of that, the woman came seeking help from Christ. 

  

 

2. Jesus‟ Response to the Canaanite Woman and His Disciples 

 

One of the first things that strikes me in this account is Christ’s response to her in Matthew 15:23: “But He did not 

answer her a word.”  This woman had acknowledged Him to be the Messiah, had acknowledged her own 

unworthiness and His power.  She had manifested faith that He had not found in Israel by asking for His mercy, yet 

Jesus totally ignored her.  He did not tell her to go away.  He did not tell her to be quiet.  He did not say anything. 

 

This ought to be a reminder of the importance of the silence of God to some of our prayers. Have you ever prayed to 

God and had the feeling that He was ignoring you?  God does not say yes; He does not say no; it is just like He is 

ignoring you.  If you have been a believer very long, you have probably had that experience.  You may have gone into 

a room, closed the door and prayed aloud: “God, have You heard what I have been saying?  Maybe my talking to You 

silently has not been loud enough.  Are You listening, God?”  There is nothing more frustrating than the silence of God 

to our prayers.  But there is purpose for His silence here.  This woman is not ready for the response God wants to give 

her.  She must grow in her knowledge and understanding before she is ready to receive the answer. 

 

When it seems that God is silent to our prayers, it may be because He is waiting to teach us something.  It is not because 

He has not heard our request, but because we are not ready yet.  We must learn what He has for us. 

 

The disciples were very frustrated with these events.  “And His disciples came and implored Him, saying, „Send her 

away, because she keeps shouting at us‟” (Matt. 15:23).  Now the woman is not the only one who is pestering Him. 

 She is crying out, “Lord, have mercy on me,” and the disciples are saying, “Send her away, for she is shouting at us.” 

 If she was getting on the disciples’ nerves, think what Christ was experiencing.  He not only had her calling out to Him, 

but He had the disciples pestering Him as well. 

 

From the answer Christ gave the disciples, it appears that the disciples were asking Him to give her what she wanted 

so she would go away.  They did not quite understand why He was just ignoring her.  They thought He should either 

grant her request or send her away. The disciples displayed no interest in the woman whatsoever.  They had no 

compassion or concern for her needs.  They just wanted a little peace and quiet. 

 

Jesus used the occasion to instruct His disciples about the purpose of His ministry.  “But He answered and said, „I 

was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel‟” (Matt. 15:24).  He came to be the Messiah of Israel, and His 

ministry was to the Jews, but this woman was a Gentile.  Remember that in Matthew 10 when Jesus sent the disciples 

out, verses 5 and 6 indicate that He sent them not to the Gentiles or to the Samaritans, but He sent them only to the lost 

sheep of the house of Israel.  His ministry was limited in focus and in scope to the Jews.  He had come to offer a 

kingdom to Israel, but now a Gentile woman is asking for a blessing from Him.  So in effect He asked His disciples, 

“Do you understand the purpose of My ministry?  Do you understand why I am here?” 

 

3. The Second Exchange Between Jesus and the Canaanite Woman

 

The woman was persistent.  The fact that she had been ignored by Christ did not drive her away.  “But she came and 

began to bow down before Him, saying, „Lord, help me!‟” (Matt. 15:25). The word translated “bow down” is a 

word for worship and is used a number of times through the Gospel of Matthew to indicate worship of Christ.  She came 

to Him and worshiped Him saying, “Lord, help me!”  In this verse there is an added step.  Not only does she 

acknowledge that Christ is the Messiah, but she bows down and worships Him.  You have to appreciate the great faith 

and persistence of this woman.  It is hard to persist when someone is ignoring you, when they will not even give you 

an answer!  But the woman persisted. 

 



When Christ finally responded to her, His response was more striking and shocking than His silence had been.  “And 

He answered and said, „It is not good to take the children‟s bread and throw it to the dogs‟” (Matt. 15:26).  He 

was actually saying, “Woman, I can’t do anything for you.  You’re a dog!”  The children’s bread refers to the blessings 

the Messiah has for the nation Israel.   The Jews are the children.  Food, the blessings of the messianic ministry, is for 

the Jews.  It is not fitting to take food that belongs to your children and throw it to dogs.  It is as though Jesus was saying, 

“Lady, I have blessings for Israel, but you’re a dog, and they are not for you.” 

 

If this lady did not get upset when He did not answer her, surely she had good reason to get upset when He did answer 

her.  She had humbled herself before Him, worshiped Him, and acknowledged Him as the Messiah of Israel and the 

Lord who had all power.  She then indicated that if He would have mercy, He could grant her request.  When He finally 

spoke to her, He told her that as a dog she was not fit for the blessings He had for His children. He had left the land of 

Israel to get away from the opposition of His children. Even though this woman had manifested faith while the children 

had rejected Him, the best He had to say to this woman was to tell her that she was not fit for the blessings He had 

because she was a dog. 

 

4. The Third Exchange Between Jesus and the Canaanite Woman

 

By the very fact that she bowed down and worshiped Him and continued her appeal, she indicated that she accepted 

His evaluation of her.  If He is indeed the Messiah, the Lord, the One worthy of worship, then His evaluation of her 

will be accurate.  Rather than being offended, she will manifest her faith by her acceptance of what He has to say about 

her. 

 

This woman could have left saying, “The nerve of Him to call me a dog!  How unfair can He be?  Am I any less worthy 

as a human being than a Jew is?”  But that was not her response.  Instead, she responded, “You’re right, Lord, that is 

all I am, an unworthy dog.”  That was a manifestation that she really believed that He was who He claimed to be and 

that He was worthy of worship as the Messiah of Israel.  If He said she was a dog, she accepted it, an indication of true 

faith. 

 

Many religious people say they want to be pleasing to God and do what He says.  But when you tell them that the Bible 

says they are sinners on their way to hell, they are offended.  It shows that they have not come to grips with God as 

sovereign.  If He says they are sinners, they are sinners.  The starting point is to accept His evaluation.  We must see 

ourselves exactly as He sees us.  That is what this woman did. 

 

The woman’s response is recorded in Matthew 15:27: “But she said, „Yes, Lord; but even the dogs feed on the 

crumbs which fall from their masters‟ table.‟” In Matthew 7 a different word was used for “dog.”  Jesus said, “Do 

not give what is holy to dogs” (7:6).  That word referred to the large, scavenger dogs of Palestine.  They were wild 

and vicious dogs.  But in Matthew 15:27 the word translated dog indicates household dogs, the pets of the people.  My 

wife and I have one of these little creatures in our home.  One of the aggravating things he likes to do is scavenge around 

the table.  We try to keep him on his pillow while we eat.  The signal for him that dinner is over is when someone gets 

up.  And you had better not get up even to get a drink of water if you don’t want him coming, because when somebody 

gets up, he thinks that means he is free to come and he runs over to scavenge the crumbs.  For some reason, there are 

always plenty of them! 

 

That is what this woman is referring to.  The pets come around the table, but they do not take the food you expect your 

children to eat.  When they eat the crumbs from the floor, they are not depriving the children of their food.  The crumbs 

are just the excess which fall off the table, and the dogs are free to pick them up.  This woman was agreeing that she 

was not worthy to take the blessings which belonged to Israel, but there were many crumbs of blessings that fell to the 

floor.  Her response shows great faith.  She knew she was unworthy of the blessings of the Jews, in fact she realized she 

was a dog compared to them and did not deserve anything from their Messiah, but she realized that a crumb of blessing 

could fall and even a dog could have it. 

 

This woman submitted herself totally to what Jesus had to say about her.  “Then Jesus said to her, „O woman, your 

faith is great; it shall be done for you as you wish.‟  And her daughter was healed at once” (Matt. 15:28).  In 

Matthew 8:10 the centurion, a Gentile, came to Christ with great faith.  When Jesus saw his faith, He indicated that He 



had not found such great faith in all of Israel.  In this situation as well, Jesus attests to the great faith of this Canaanite 

woman. 

 

5. Humility and Persistence in Prayer 

 

This reminds me of something which is still true today.  Many religious people are unwilling to submit themselves to 

the Word of God and to His evaluation of them.  Yet if you confront someone who seems hopelessly entangled in sin, 

he will often accept God’s evaluation of him and place his faith in Christ.  When he does that, he receives a great 

blessing.  So it was with this Canaanite woman. 

 

Why did Christ go through this procedure with this woman?  I believe one of the reasons was so she could see herself 

as she was.  She approached Christ initially on Jewish ground.  But she had no claim on Christ as the Son of David, the 

Messiah of Israel, because she was not one of the covenant people of Israel.  She had to see herself as she really was, 

and then Christ could deal with her.  His delay was for her benefit until she could understand her position before Christ. 

 Then He could minister to her according to her needs. 

 

It is important to remember that it is not possible to come to the Savior on someone else’s ground.  This woman could 

not come as a Jew.  She had to come as the Gentile she was.  But when she saw herself in a proper relationship with 

Him and trusted Him as she was, then He was willing to deal with her. 

 

Some things stand out in this woman’s prayer as a pattern.  It is interesting that one can learn about prayer from a 

Canaanite woman, not from the Jewish leaders who so prided themselves in their prayers. 

 

This Canaanite woman’s prayer is directed toward Christ on the basis of who He is.  That is the foundation for her 

coming to Him with her request for mercy.  Note also how specific her prayer request was.  She did not ask the Lord 

simply to bless her; she had a specific request.  She asked for mercy because her daughter was cruelly 

demon-possessed.  Some prayers are characterized by too much generality.  We ask the Lord to bless us, to help us, to 

meet our needs.  Those things are fine because we want Him to do all of them.  But when this woman came, she had a 

specific burden with a specific answer she wanted from the Lord.  Her request had been solidified in her mind. 

 

Perhaps the most outstanding thing about this woman was her persistence.  The Word of God enjoins us to be persistent 

in prayer.  We are warned against vain repetition.  “And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition 

as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words” (Matt. 6:7).  This woman did 

not come just repeating, “Lord, have mercy on me, have mercy on me, have mercy on me.”  Some people think that if 

they keep saying the same words over and over, something will happen.  But this woman evidenced persistence.  She 

kept following the Lord step by step as He brought her along. His silence did not turn her away.  The explanation of 

His ministry and relationship to the Jews did not turn her away.  She was persistent with what she wanted and was 

growing in recognition and understanding of her position before Him. 

 

That is a reminder that her prayer was according to God’s plan.  It was answered when she came to that recognition and 

submitted herself to His plan.  She knew she could not come to Christ on Jewish ground and lay hold of Him as the 

Jewish Messiah.  But she also recognized that she could come to Him as an unworthy Gentile, as one outside the 

covenant plan, and lay hold of His mercy and grace.  This is a reminder that our prayers need to be according to God’s 

plan. 

 

Much prayer today is offered in ignorance.  God expects His children to pray in accord with His Word and to be 

submissive to it.  Not until she recognized God’s dispensational plan for Israel and how the Gentiles related to it was 

Christ ready to give her what she requested.  Many people are praying today, but many are not praying according to the 

Word of God.  They are asking for things that have nothing to do with this present time period or dispensation.  They 

are out of step with what God reveals in His Word.  God may work in contrast today to what He did yesterday or to 

what He will do in the future.  Prayers in ignorance do not bring a response from God.  He expects His children to learn 

His Word so they know how to pray.  If you are praying about something and God seems silent or unresponsive, it may 

be that you need to grow in your understanding and appreciation of who you are and where you are in the plan of God 

so that He is free to accomplish His purposes.  As this woman submitted herself to Christ’s will, her persistence paid 

off. 



 

6. Jesus Heals Many in the Gentile Crowds 

 

Matthew continues to describe the ministry of Christ to the Gentiles. “Departing from there, Jesus went along by the 

Sea of Galilee, and having gone up on the mountain, He was sitting there” (Matt. 15:29).  Mark 7 tells that Christ 

went down into the cities of the Decapolis, a group of ten cities, nine of which were Gentile cities, indicating that Christ 

is still dealing with Gentile people.  “And large crowds came to Him, bringing with them those who were lame, 

crippled, blind, mute, and many others, and they laid them down at His feet; and He healed them” (Matt. 15:30). 

 

A large crowd of people, primarily Gentiles, are seeking Christ out and bringing all kinds of physically afflicted people 

to Him to heal.  Note the impact this had upon the people: “So the crowd marveled as they saw the mute speaking, 

the crippled restored, and the lame walking, and the blind seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel” (Matt. 

15:31).  The last phrase indicates that He was dealing with Gentiles.  There was recognition among these Gentiles of 

their relationship to the plan of God.  It was the God of Israel who was working through the Messiah of Israel to bring 

blessing to these people.  They acknowledged the special place of Israel even as they marveled at the power of God and 

glorified Him.  This may be a preview of what will take place in the future.  The kingdom of God as offered to Israel 

will be established as a Jewish kingdom.  But prior to the blessing being poured out on the nation Israel, blessings will 

be given to the Gentiles. 

 

Paul lays out the pattern for this in Romans 15: “For I say that Christ has become a servant to the circumcision on 

behalf of the truth of God to confirm the promises given to the fathers, and for the Gentiles to glorify God for 

His mercy; as it is written, „Therefore I will give praise to You among the Gentiles, and I will sing to Your 

name.‟  Again he says, „Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people.‟ And again, „Praise the Lord all you Gentiles, and 

let all the peoples praise Him.‟  Again Isaiah says, „There shall come the root of Jesse, and He who arises to rule 

over the Gentiles, in Him shall the Gentiles hope‟” (vs. 8-12).  The Bible prophesied that when the Messiah came, 

the blessing would be poured out upon Israel.  Then following the blessing on Israel, there would be blessings for 

Gentile nations as well.  This is what Jesus was referring to as He talked with the Canaanite woman.  He had come, but 

the blessing had not yet been poured out on Israel, so it was not fitting that it be given to the Gentiles.  There is a preview 

here of what will happen in the kingdom.  The Gentiles will enter into the messianic blessing after Israel has indeed 

been ministered to by Him. 

 

7. Jesus Has Compassion on the Crowds 

 

Another outstanding miracle is recorded in Matthew 15 before Jesus moves back into Jewish territory.  This miracle is 

known as the feeding of the four thousand.  It is similar in many ways to the feeding of the five thousand in Matthew 

14.  In fact, some liberal scholars say these accounts describe the same miracle, but with some confusion.  It makes you 

wonder how confused Matthew could be.  He wrote Matthew 14 and he also wrote Matthew 15.  Surely he knew if he 

was writing about the same thing! 

 

There are many differences between these two miracles.  Perhaps the most striking difference is that the feeding of the 

five thousand involved Jews while the feeding of the four thousand involved Gentiles.  This shows that Jesus Christ is 

the bread of life both for Jews and Gentiles.  The discourse given in John 6 reveals that Christ is the bread of life and 

that by partaking of Him through faith, we have eternal life.  The Jews saw that through the feeding of the five thousand 

in Matthew 14.  Now the Gentiles receive the revelation that Christ is the bread of life for them as well. 

 

The occasion for this miracle is introduced in Matthew 15:32: “And Jesus called His disciples to Him, and said, „I 

feel compassion for the people, because they have remained with Me now three days and have nothing to eat; 

and I do not want to send them away hungry, for they might faint on the way.”   

 

An interesting study for you to undertake would be looking at the word translated “compassion” in this verse which is 

used as a verb in the gospels.  The noun form is used a number of times in the epistles.  This word is the basis for the 

word describing various organs of the body such as the intestines, kidneys or bowels.  It is what we refer to as “gut 

feeling.”  It is common to talk about the heart as the seat of our emotions or to refer to the feeling “in the pit of your 

stomach.”  You may feel very hungry as you sit down to a great meal that looks scrumptious.  But if you receive a phone 

call indicating that someone close to you has died, you lose your appetite.  Just a few moments earlier you may have 



thought you were starving, but the news of a death affects your emotions right down in the pit of your stomach.  If 

something tragic happens, you often feel sick or queasy. 

 

The word translated “compassion” accurately portrays these feelings. Jesus is indicating that He is being moved with 

compassion; He has deep sympathy for the people.  Christ was gripped with the needs of the people He was around.  

That is why the Book of Hebrews develops the fact that we as believers have a high priest who enters into the feelings 

of our infirmities, and He is one who understands and is moved by our needs.  He can identify with our sufferings, and 

He also has the power to alleviate those sufferings. 

 

Matthew 15:32 indicates that Jesus feels compassion for the multitude. This is another situation in which multitudes 

of people do not have food.  According to Matthew 15:38 there are four thousand men plus the women and children, 

probably six thousand or seven thousand people.  They are in a desolate region and are hungry.  What are the disciples 

going to do to meet the needs of the people? 

 

8. The Feeding of the Four Thousand  

 

The disciples are consistent.  “The disciples said to Him, „Where would we get so many loaves in this desolate 

place to satisfy such a large crowd?‟” (Matt. 15:33).  This is the same thing which the disciples had said back in 

Matthew 14 with the feeding of the five thousand.   

 

Followers of Christ are the same today.  We tend to be impressed with the overwhelming need and our inadequate 

resources.  All you have to do is be around some Christians for a while and they will provide all the details.  They can 

tell you down to the finest point how overwhelming the need is, and they can also tell you how inadequate the resources 

are to meet those needs.  The problem with them is that this is as far as they go.  Any time you want to know how big 

the problem is and how deep the hole is, just be with them for ten minutes. 

 

It is interesting how Christ copes with this situation.  “And Jesus said to them, „How many loaves do you have?‟” 

(Matt. 15:34).  Do you see the difference in the focus of Jesus and His disciples? The disciples are focused on how great 

the need is and how inadequate the resources are.  Jesus’ approach is to direct their attention to what they do have.  

“And they said, „Seven, and a few small fish‟” (v. 34).  But what good is that when the need is so great?  However, 

Christ has drawn attention to what they do have. 

 

He gives them the procedure to follow in Matthew 15:35,36: “And He directed the people to sit down on the 

ground; and He took the seven loaves and the fish; and giving thanks, He broke them and started giving them 

to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people.” The procedure is the same as it was with the feeding of 

the five thousand.  The disciples’ resources are given to Christ who takes those resources and gives them back to the 

disciples.  Then through the disciples He feeds the multitude. 

 

That is always the procedure.  The resources we have must be turned over to Jesus Christ.  He takes those resources and 

gives them back through us to the people to whom He wants to minister.  Christ did not go around the disciples in 

meeting the needs, but he used the disciples with their inadequate resources as the vehicle to minister to the multitude. 

 Our problem is in spending too much time evaluating how great the problem is and how limited the resources are when 

we should be giving our resources to Christ so He can do something about it. 

 

We ought to praise God every time we are overwhelmed.  The thing that is most frustrating in serving the Lord is 

challenges that are too little.  That is true for us individually and as a church.  If you get a bill in the mail for ten dollars, 

you sit down and write a check for ten dollars and send it off.  It is no big deal.  But what happens if you get a bill in the 

mail for a hundred thousand dollars?  Folks, it is time to go to prayer!  All of a sudden the need is overwhelming in the 

face of our checking account of $39.50.  Suddenly it becomes interesting to see how God is going to pay that bill! 

 

We need to be overwhelmed because only then do we realize that the little resources we have are no good.  We might 

as well give them to Christ and see what He can do with them.  Praise God for the overwhelming challenges He gives 

us!  Who wants to live a mundane life coping with only the things we can handle? 

 



If there had been twenty-five hungry people there that day, all of the disciples would have been sitting down deciding 

how they could cut those seven loaves and few little fishes into small squares and break pieces off so everyone could 

have some.  But when you have five thousand or six thousand people, there is no sense in trying to figure out how you 

are going to slice the bread. The only thing you can do is give it to Christ.  Praise the Lord for overwhelming problems! 

 I pray that God gives us overwhelming challenges.  If He does, we will either spend time talking about how great the 

challenges are and how little our resources are or we will spend time turning it over to the Lord and seeing how He uses 

us to get the job done.  It is a lot more exciting to turn things over to the Lord and see Him use us to get the work done. 

 That is exactly what Christ did here.  He gave the food to the people by giving it back through the disciples.  The same 

bread and fish coming through the power and adequate resources of Christ is more than sufficient to meet the need. 

 

The results are recorded in Matthew 15:37: “And they all ate and were satisfied, and they picked up what was left 

over of the broken pieces, seven large baskets full.”  They did not have just enough to tide them over.  They were 

satisfied.  After everyone had eaten and the leftovers were picked up, there were seven full baskets.  Back in Matthew 

14 there were twelve baskets.  Perhaps the Lord’s power is getting weaker.  Not so!  A different word is used for 

“basket.”  In Matthew 14 the word denoted small baskets that the Jews carried for storing their possessions on their 

person.  But in Matthew 15:37 the word denotes a large hamper-sized basket.  In fact, this basket would be large enough 

for a man to get into.  In Acts 9:25 when Paul was escaping, the Jews lowered him down over the wall in a basket.  That 

basket was big enough for Paul to get into and be covered up.  The same word is used to describe these baskets. 

 

Get the picture?  Five thousand or six thousand people are hungry.  There are seven little loaves and a few fish.  But 

when that is turned over to Jesus Christ, all the people are fed and seven large baskets of food are left over.  Why should 

we sit down and spend time wondering how we are going to meet the needs with seven little loaves and a few fish?  The 

circumstances are overwhelming. 

 

9. Our Response to Christ‟s Sufficiency 

 

The words of a commentator are interesting at this point.  “We all tend to forget God’s past provisions when faced with 

a new challenge to our faith.  The Christ who can feed five thousand can surely feed four thousand.  The Christ who 

can save us can surely care for us.  The Friend who sustained us yesterday will surely be the same tomorrow.”  Has 

God ever let us down?  In all the years I have been a believer, He has sustained me in every situation.  Has the Lord ever 

let us down in ministry?  All the years I have been privileged to minister with this body of believers, He has never let 

us down.  With all of the challenges and the overwhelming situations we have confronted, has He ever not come 

through?  No, He has always been faithful. 

 

The arguments sometimes change.  “The economy is different today.”  Oh, it is?  Well, so what?  He did not ask me to 

give my resources to the economy.  He tells me to give my resources to Him.  Is He any different today?  “But a lot of 

people are out of work.”  Is He out of work?  “Well, we don’t know what is going to happen in the future.”  Does He 

know what is going to happen in the future? 

 

The hard part is deciding whether we are going to trust Him.  The disciples had to decide that too.  Were they willing 

to trust the Lord who fed the five thousand to do the same for the four thousand?  “It would be hard if He did not come 

through.”  Yes, it would be hard if the Lord ever stops coming through.  We would have a terrible problem.  But I do 

not really care, because if the Lord ever stops coming through, they can put a bankrupt sign on the church.  They could 

even turn it into a K-mart, because if the Lord does not come through anymore, we do not have anything to do, so they 

might as well turn the church into some kind of secular business. 

 

Sometimes it seems as though we spend our time in meetings to decide what to do if the Lord does not come through. 

 Praise the Lord for the challenges He gives us.  We do not have enough big challenges.  We have worked them down 

to the size where we are close to handling them, and then we decide we can do it.  But it is better for us if the problems 

are so overwhelming that we have to pray about them.  When we begin praying about them, then we begin turning the 

little we have over to the Lord.  As we have done that in the past, He has done far more than we ever dreamed.  Praise 

the Lord He does not tell us the future.  But as we turn things over to Him along the way, He does far more than any 

of us could have ever planned. 

 

I am looking forward to the future because I think there are bigger and greater things He wants to do.  We must get 



ready for those things. 

 

One thing we must do is learn more about Him just like the Canaanite woman did.  We must learn more about His 

purposes and plans and how we relate to them.  We must be willing to be persistent in seeking what we need from Him 

and willing to wait upon Him in that persistence so we can learn and grow in understanding and be more the people 

He wants us to be, accomplishing what He wants us to accomplish.  Then when we are ready, He can pour out the 

blessings. 

 

We need to be willing to come to situations where we confront overwhelming mountains of obstacles.  In those times 

we cry out, “Lord, there is no way I can handle this, but here is the little bit I have.   I want to give it to You and then 

let You use me to meet the need.”  I want to be part of the great things God is doing.  I do not want to be holding back, 

spending my time sitting on the sideline counting how meager my resources are, deciding why we could never do it.  

I want to be out there as part of what He is doing in feeding the four thousand, the six thousand and the ten thousand. 

 Things are so overwhelming at times that we do not know how He is going to accomplish what He plans to do, but we 

must give Him the little bit we have.  Then we can see what He does to meet the need.  


