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Wheat and Tares and the Dragnet 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43, 47-50 
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There were two purposes in the birth of Jesus Christ when He came to earth some two thousand years ago.  The first 

was to offer the kingdom to the nation Israel.  God had promised through the prophets that He would establish a 

kingdom on earth in which the nation Israel would be the key nation and over which the Jewish Messiah would rule and 

reign.  However, the nation was unwilling to accept the kingdom He offered or to have Jesus Christ ruling as its king. 

 As a result of their unwillingness, there is a change in the emphasis of Jesus’ life and ministry which is revealed in these 

pivotal chapters of the Book of Matthew. 

 

The second purpose in His coming was that He might offer Himself as a sacrifice on the cross to pay the penalty for sin. 

 In coming to be the Savior, Jesus said the Son of Man has come to seek and to save those who are lost and to give 

Himself a ransom for many by paying the price for their sin. 

 

The focal point of Matthew 12 is Israel’s rejection of Christ as their Messiah, and it centers on the unpardonable sin.  

In Matthew 12:31,32 the Jews say that the Holy Spirit of God working in Christ is really the Devil.  Matthew 13 is a 

transition moving from Jesus’ offering the kingdom to the nation to Jesus’ acknowledgment of their rejection of the 

kingdom and His moving toward the cross.  New material is unfolded in Matthew 13 concerning the kingdom God 

promised to the nation.   

 

The mysteries of the kingdom of heaven are given in the parables of Matthew 13.  These mysteries relate to the 

kingdom promised and prophesied in the Old Testament.  Keep in mind that this is an eternal kingdom which will be 

established by Christ at His Second Coming.  The first stage of that kingdom is one thousand years in duration during 

which time certain things in God’s program will be accomplished.  

 

1. Interpreting the Parables 

 

This study will concentrate on two parables: the parable of the wheat and the tares and the parable of the dragnet. The 

parable of the sower or the soil was considered in the previous study.  The four kinds of ground in that parable represent 

four conditions of the heart.  The parable of the wheat and tares is similar to that parable, but there are differences as 

well.  The similarity is seen in that both parables involve sowing and the production of a crop.  However, the emphases 

in the two parables are different.  The emphasis in the parable of the sower and the soils is on how people respond to 

the Word while the emphasis in the parable of the wheat and tares is on the counterfeit produced by Satan.  Comparison 

is made in this parable between wheat and tares, between a good crop and a bad crop.  

 

This parable is not difficult to interpret because, just as Christ interpreted the parable of the sower, so He also 

interpreted the parable of the wheat and tares.  These are the only two parables He interpreted, but they give a 

foundation for how to interpret the other parables. 

 



The misinterpretation of the parables in Matthew 13 has led to some great confusion in the Church.  The parables relate 

to the kingdom of heaven, not the Church.  There is application for the Church, but the Church is not the kingdom.  The 

Church will be in the kingdom, but the Church is not the kingdom. 

 

Because some have related these parables to the Church and say that the Church is the kingdom, all kinds of confusion 

have resulted.  For example, that is why some believers say the Church should be composed of both believers and 

unbelievers.  Since they see the kingdom as synonymous with the Church, they thus conclude that wheat and tares ought 

to grow together.  In other words, they believe unbelievers ought to be allowed to be part of all there is in the Church, 

then at the end of time, they believe God will sort them all out.  Some denominations have all but apostatized because 

they have tolerated unregenerate people.  The unbelievers soon take over the church so that you have nothing left that 

resembles a New Testament church in such a situation.  Failure to properly interpret the Word of God in this area leads 

to confusion in all other areas. 

 

Another misinterpretation of these parables involves relating them to Christendom, professing Christianity in general. 

 These parables speak of the kingdom that Christ will establish on the earth, particularly of events in preparation for 

establishing that kingdom.  The focal point for the material in these parables is primarily the seven-year Tribulation 

leading up to the establishment of the kingdom.  Therefore, since these parables are related to events during the 

Tribulation, it is a misinterpretation to say that Christendom is the subject of the parables. 

 

2. The Wheat and Tares 

 

The parable of the wheat and tares is in Matthew 13:24-30: “Jesus presented another parable to them, saying, „The 

kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field. But while his men were 

sleeping, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went away. But when the wheat sprouted and 

bore grain, then the tares became evident also. The slaves of the landowner came and said to him, “Sir, did you 

not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?” And he said to them, “An enemy has done this!” 

The slaves said to him, “Do you want us, then, to go and gather them up?” But he said, “No; for while you are 

gathering up the tares, you may uproot the wheat with them. Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and 

in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, „First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn 

them up; but gather the wheat into my barn.‟”‟” When you read the parable, the picture is relatively clear.  A man 

sows good seed in his field.  While he is sleeping, an enemy comes and sows bad seed. 

 

Notice that when Christ interprets this parable, He does not give significance to every detail.  Some of the details are 

given simply to make the story complete.  For example, Christ does not give significance to the fact that the bad seed 

was sown while the man was asleep.  Those who try to give significance to every detail sometimes say that Satan sows 

his seed when believers are sleeping, therefore we need to be alert and watchful.  While that may be true, it is not 

brought into the interpretation of this parable by Christ.   He is emphasizing the point that Satan does his work subtly. 

 

In this parable, after good seed is sown and while the sower is sleeping, an enemy comes and sows darnel.  Darnel was 

a weed that looked very similar to wheat in its initial growing stages.  You could not distinguish for certain whether the 

plant was wheat or darnel until it came to a head. 

 

Today this problem is not quite as prevalent in farming because herbicides are used to rid the field of weeds.  But in the 

days when weeding was done by hand, an enemy could come in at night and throw the seeds of weeds in the field 

causing a great problem.  A number of commentators describe actual situations where, when farming was done more 

primitively, an enemy who wanted to get revenge would come in and sow weeds in the field without the owner being 

aware.  It was impossible to know which was wheat and which was darnel until the harvest was ripe. 

 

After discussing some other parables in the intervening verses, Matthew goes back to the parable of the wheat and the 

tares in Matthew 13:36: “Then He left the crowds and went into the house.  And His disciples came to Him and 

said, „Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field.‟” In Matthew 13:11, Jesus said the purpose of giving this 

information in parables was in order to provide insight for the believers and to keep the information from the 

unbelievers.  The disciples knew this story contained a spiritual truth, so they asked Christ to explain it to them. 

 

3. Jesus Identifies the Sower, the Field and the Seed 



 

Jesus identifies the sower as the Son of Man in Matthew 13:37: “And He said, „The one who sows the good seed is 

the Son of Man.‟” He uses a messianic title drawn from a messianic context in the Old Testament.  It is important to 

see that Jesus is speaking in the context of the kingdom prophesied in the Old Testament. 

 

This title comes from the Book of Daniel as that prophet unfolds his vision of the major empires of the world down to 

the time the kingdom of Jesus Christ will be established.  After unfolding these kingdoms, Daniel speaks of the Son of 

Man: “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was 

coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him.  And to Him was given 

dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him.  His 

dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be 

destroyed” (Dan. 7:13,14).  According to this passage, the kingdom of Jesus Christ is an eternal kingdom.  That is why 

the one-thousand-year period known as the Millennium is referred to as the first phase of the eternal kingdom.  It is 

significant that when Jesus identifies Himself as the Son of Man sowing the seed, He does so in the context of the 

Messiah and the kingdom promised in the Old Testament. 

 

Jesus identifies the field in Matthew 13:38: “And the field is the world.”  This statement gives the disciples some 

insight.  Up to this point the seed, which is the message of the kingdom, has been sown only in Palestine, a very limited 

geographical region.  Now Jesus unfolds to them that the seed concerning the kingdom is going to be sown throughout 

the world.  This is an indication that it will take some time before the kingdom will be established and that it will not 

be established immediately as the disciples had expected and hoped. 

 

Jesus also identifies the seed in Matthew 13:38: “And as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and 

the tares are the sons of the evil one.”  The enemy is then identified in Matthew 13:39: “And the enemy who sowed 

them is the devil.” 

 

These are the basic facts of this parable.  The sower of the good seed is Christ, the Son of Man.  The good seed are the 

sons of the kingdom.  In the previous study, the seed in the parable of the sower is the message of the kingdom.  In this 

parable, it is the results of the message of the kingdom.  The seed and its products are seen to be interchangeable. The 

message of the kingdom produces sons of the kingdom because if the message of the kingdom is preached, some will 

believe it.  Those who believe that message become sons of the kingdom and are destined to share in the kingdom the 

Messiah will establish. 

 

4. The Tares Represent Counterfeits 

 

The tares are the evil ones.  They are unbelievers who have been sown by the enemy, Satan.  This gives a clear 

indication of Satan’s major goal: counterfeiting.  A study of the Bible reveals that what God does, Satan is in the 

process of imitating, some better and some worse.  That is the point made with the darnel; it looks very much like wheat. 

 In fact, it looks so much like wheat that sometimes you cannot distinguish it.  Therefore, it would be dangerous to go 

out and try to remove it before harvest time because you would ruin some of the good crop in the process.  The point 

Jesus is making is on the counterfeiting work of Satan. 

 

This is not the first time Christ has referred to Satan’s counterfeiting.  The fact that Satan is producing a crop of 

counterfeits was developed clearly in Matthew 7.  Jesus said in Matthew 7:15, “Beware of the false prophets, who 

come to you in sheep‟s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.”  He is referring to people who are not genuine 

but who come in disguise pretending to be prophets of God with the message of God.  He continues in Matthew 7:21, 

“Not everyone who says to Me, „Lord, Lord,‟ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My 

Father who is in heaven will enter.” 

 

The Bible tells us that it is the will of God that you believe in His Son, Jesus Christ.  Some will come before Christ 

telling Him that they called Him Lord, yet He will tell them that they do not belong to Him because they never believed 

in Him.  “Many will say to Me on that day, „Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name 

cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?‟  And then I will declare to them, „I never knew 

you; depart from Me you who practice lawlessness‟” (Matt. 7:22,23).  Later in Matthew 13 those who practice 

lawlessness will be considered in relation to the subject of judgment.  God will tell those who are in a state of rebellion 



against Him that He never knew them.  They are counterfeits, not genuine. 

 

Satan’s efforts continue in the same vein today.  Paul confronted this in his ministry to the Corinthians and indicated 

that its roots go all the way back to the Garden of Eden.  “But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his 

craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ” (2 Cor. 11:3).  Paul 

is saying that Satan deceived Eve way back in the Garden of Eden.  He presented himself as something he was not and 

offered something he did not have.   

 

Paul referred to those who were coming with a corrupted message saying, “For such men are false apostles, deceitful 

workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of 

light.  Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness” (2 Cor. 

11:13-15).  Satan is and always has been in the business of counterfeiting, disguising himself, pretending he has truth 

from God.  He is developing workers who pretend that they represent God as he continues to create a counterfeit crop. 

 

5. Counterfeit Churches 

 

There is a clear application of this principle today.  In the New Testament, God is establishing local churches to be 

reflections of the Body of Christ, the true Church, in this dispensation.  True to his strategy of counterfeiting, Satan is 

developing churches as well.  You must understand that there are many Bible-believing churches, but you must also 

understand that there are many counterfeit churches which Satan has raised up to look just like the genuine churches. 

In these counterfeit churches the people come and sing songs and they have a man who speaks. They go through 

religious activities, but something is lacking.   

 

Jesus said, “Many will say to Me on that day, „Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your 

name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?‟” (Matt. 7:22).  But in the preceding verse He 

described who will enter the kingdom: “He who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter” (v. 21).  

The will of God is that you believe in His Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

Counterfeit churches have everything going except that you never hear the message of the gospel. They are not founded 

upon the fact that we are sinners, hopelessly separated from God, with our only hope for salvation being faith in the 

finished work of Jesus Christ, His death and resurrection. Counterfeits are recognizable by the absence of that message. 

 They may have many activities, and they may look good.  Their activities may give them credibility, but they are not 

genuine.   

 

What is their reason for existence?  Satan is developing counterfeits.  If God is building true churches, you can be sure 

that Satan is building counterfeit ones.  That is his work.  This will go on right into the Tribulation in preparation for 

the coming kingdom.  The Jews will need to realize that Satan will be developing counterfeits in connection with the 

coming kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

 

6. Satan‟s Counterfeit for Christ, the Antichrist 

 

One of Satan’s key counterfeit operations is described in Revelation 13.  Sometime, perhaps very soon, maybe even 

today, the Rapture of the Church will occur when all true believers in Christ will be bodily removed from the earth.  

This will be followed by a seven-year Tribulation which completes the program of God for Israel which will effectively 

prepare the nation Israel for the Second Coming of Christ. The purpose of the Tribulation will be to refine and purify 

Israel and bring that nation to its knees before God so they will believe in Jesus Christ as their Messiah.  In connection 

with Jesus Christ as the Messiah, Satan will offer a master counterfeit.  “I saw one of his heads as if it had been slain, 

and his fatal wound was healed.  And the whole earth was amazed and followed after the beast” (Rev. 13:3).  

 

According to my understanding of Scripture, God revealed to the prophet Daniel the culmination of earthly empires, the 

final major empire being that of the Romans.  This is developed again in the Book of Revelation.  The Roman Empire, 

for all intents and purposes, seems to have died, but it is going to be revived or resurrected in the last days of the 

Tribulation.  Within the general confines of the old Roman Empire, there will be a revived Roman Empire comprised 

of ten nations. The preliminary formation of this may be in the European Common Market which is now comprised of 



ten nations.  This common market falls geographically in the general parameters of the old Roman Empire.   

 

The revival of the old Roman Empire will solidify during the seven-year Tribulation.  It will be led by a man who will 

be Satan’s counterfeit for Christ, one we refer to as the Antichrist.  He is the one being described in Revelation 13.   

 

The description of events continues in Revelation13:4: “They worshiped the dragon because he gave his authority 

to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, „Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war with 

him?‟” 

 

When God created the earth, He gave authority to the Son that all the world might follow and worship Him.  What will 

Satan do?  He will give his authority to the Antichrist that all the world might follow and worship him.  Satan’s 

counterfeit is so good that he accomplishes what Jesus Christ Himself could not accomplish when He was on earth at 

the time of His first coming.  The world will follow him and worship him.  This indicates the very effective work of the 

beast. 

 

As this description of events continues in Revelation 13, the beast will perform great signs: “He performs great signs, 

so that he even makes fire come down out of heaven to the earth in the presence of men.  And he deceives those 

who dwell on the earth because of the signs which it was given him to perform in the presence of the beast, 

telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who had the wound of the sword and has 

come to life.  And it was given to him to give breath [life] to the image of the beast” (vs. 13-15).  Perhaps a demon 

will take possession of this image and give it the semblance of life so that it will appear to speak and be an actual living 

creature.  This is the counterfeit Christ. 

 

During the first three and a half years of the seven-year Tribulation, Israel will be under the protection of the Antichrist 

whom they will view as their savior.  In fact according to Daniel 9:27, the Tribulation will begin with the signing of an 

agreement between the Antichrist, the leader of the western world nations, and Israel, an agreement which will 

guarantee the sovereignty and security of Israel.  The nation will be deceived into thinking that the Antichrist is their 

Messiah, protector and leader.  In the middle of the Tribulation, the Antichrist will turn against Israel and attempt to 

annihilate the nation.  During this time some will be joining the movement to follow the real Messiah, but they will not 

be genuine.  They will be only professing believers without genuine faith. 

 

The nation Israel will be persecuted during this time, not because they believe in a messiah, but because they are 

Jewish.  This persecution will be similar to that experienced by the Jews during World War II which continues to be the 

experience of Jews in many places of the world today.  The Antichrist will mount a campaign to destroy every Jew 

whether he believes in the Messiah or not.  There will be so many claiming faith which they do not have that it will be 

impossible to determine who is a real believer and who is a counterfeit. 

 

7. The Parable of the Dragnet 

 

The parable of the dragnet further elaborates on this concept by using the example of fishing. “Again, the kingdom 

of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea, and gathering fish of every kind; and when it was filled, they drew 

it up on the beach; and they sat down and gathered the good fish into containers, but the bad they threw away. 

So it will be at the end of the age; the angels will come forth and take out the wicked from among the righteous, 

and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matt. 

13:47-50). The harvesting and sorting in the parable of the wheat and tares and the parable of the dragnet in Matthew 

13 will not take place until the end of the age.  “And the harvest is the end of the age” (v. 39).  The Jews divided time 

into two periods, the present age and the age to come.  These time periods are also identified as the age leading up to 

the establishment of the kingdom and the age of the kingdom. 

 

Daniel 9:27 describes the Antichrist’s “firm covenant with the many for one week” which is his covenant regarding 

Israel’s security.  A week in Bible prophecy is a period of sevens.  In this case it is a week of years, not a week of days. 

 It is referring to the seven-year period of the Tribulation.  

 

Daniel 9:24 says, “Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the 

transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to 



seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy place.”  In God’s time clock for Israel, 490 years have been 

determined for the nation.  Four hundred eighty-three years have already occurred, and God’s clock for Israel stopped 

just before the crucifixion of Christ.  There are seven years remaining in God’s program for Israel.  That program will 

resume again after the Rapture of the Church.  The consummation of the age refers to the conclusion of God’s program 

in preparing the nation Israel for the kingdom that He prophesied in the Old Testament.  It is at this point that the angels 

will be sent out to be the reapers and to sort out the wicked from among the righteous. 

 

In Matthew 24 and 25 the same period of time is unfolded as that described in Matthew 13, events associated primarily 

with the Great Tribulation, which is the period of time also referred to as the Seventieth Week of Daniel. Since these 

events occur after the Rapture, the Church is not in view in these chapters. In Matthew 24:3 the disciples ask the 

question, “Tell us, when will these things happen, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the 

age?” Jesus goes on in Matthew 24 to unfold the characteristics of the seven-year period and its climax in judgment.  

The angels are again sent out in Matthew 24:31: “And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they 

will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.”  In Matthew 13 Jesus 

indicates that the angels go out to gather up the wicked for destruction and to gather up the righteous for the kingdom. 

 

8. The Destiny of the Counterfeits 

 

Keep in mind that the Church is not in view in Matthew 24 because the Rapture of the Church has already occurred 

before the events Jesus is describing.  Jesus continues His description of these events in Matthew 24: “Then there will 

be two men in the field; one will be taken and one will be left.  Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will 

be taken and one will be left” (vs. 40,41).  Since the Church has already been raptured, these verses have nothing to 

do with the Rapture of the Church.  Those taken here are taken in judgment.  The angels will be sent forth to gather out 

the wicked, and those who are left behind will go into the kingdom that the Messiah will establish.  These are the same 

events described in Matthew 13:40: “So just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the 

end of the age.”  There will be no mistakes in this harvest because the angels will be doing it.  “They will gather out 

of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness” (v. 41).  This is in preparation for the 

setting up of the kingdom; the wicked are gathered up so they do not enter into the kingdom. 

 

The word used to describe “those who commit lawlessness” [anomian] (v. 41) is the same word used in Matthew 7: 

“Depart from me, you who practice lawlessness” [anomian] (v. 23).  It is important to understand that, as 1 John 3:4 

says, “sin is lawlessness”.  In its very nature and definition it is lawlessness because it is rebellion against God.  That 

helps us to understand what is going on in the world today as we see the breakdown of our society.  Terrorism is going 

on which we can no longer control.  That is a manifestation of lawless hearts that are in rebellion against God.  That is 

why James says that wars and fighting come from within the heart, because rebellion against God manifests itself in 

general lawlessness worldwide. 

 

The Bible indicates that there will be a deterioration of society as Christ’s Second Coming draws near.  That is exciting 

in light of what is happening in the world today with terrorist activities going on in many areas which governments seem 

powerless to do anything about.  People are bent on destruction.  Recently I read an article in a secular news publication 

in which an official said that we are powerless to do anything about the terrorism that is spreading so widely across the 

world today.  There is nothing we could do if someone decided to strap a bomb inside his Bible, come into church, sit 

down and blow the place up.  We see lawlessness creeping in and taking over.  This lawlessness that has been 

previously suppressed in the hearts of rebellious, sinful, human beings is now expressing itself in more violent ways as 

the whole fabric of worldwide society begins to collapse.  We sometimes wonder if we will eventually move to total 

chaos and ruin.  The answer is yes, so much so that Jesus says if He did not intervene at the end of the Tribulation, there 

would not be a person left alive on the face of the earth.  That is where we are moving.   

 

All of those who commit lawlessness will be rooted out of the kingdom at the end of the Tribulation.  All unbelievers 

will be brought together and sentenced to destruction by Jesus Christ. Only believers will be left alive to go into the 

kingdom that He is going to establish and rule over. Believers should not be in despair.  We should be excited instead 

because things are right on God’s course.  The explanation of it all is found in sinful, rebellious human hearts. 

 

Matthew 13:42 indicates that the angels “will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be 



weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  John the Baptist announced that the Messiah would come in judgment carrying his 

winnowing fork and would clean his threshing floor (Matt. 3:11,12).  The disciples knew that judgment would take 

place, but now it is developed more clearly.  The wicked are going to grow together with the righteous until the end of 

the age.  Then the angels will come forth and gather them together and the wicked will be destroyed, cast into the 

furnace of fire where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 

This expression was first used by Matthew in Matthew 8:12: “In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.” The same expression is used four or five times in Matthew’s Gospel and emphasizes the anguish and suffering 

of the people being sentenced to eternity in fire and in suffering.  This is an awful concept: individuals experience 

weeping and grinding of their teeth when they realize for the first time that they are hopelessly lost for all eternity.  They 

are overwhelmed with the awfulness of their situation which is truly hopeless because there can be no change.  They 

are being sentenced to hell for eternity.  At that point they will be cast into hades, a place of torment, to await sentencing 

to hell at the end of the Millennium.  But they are forever consigned to eternal suffering and destruction where there is 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.  The Scripture is constantly clear that there is such a thing as eternal punishment. 

 

It boggles my mind that some people profess to believe in the Bible, yet refuse to believe in hell.  If you do not believe 

in hell, neither can you believe in heaven.  The same verse which describes heaven as a place of eternal life also 

describes hell as a place of eternal punishment.  “These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous 

into eternal life” (Matt. 25:46).  Both words translated “eternal” in verse 46 are translations of the same Greek word 

[aionion].  If the life is eternal and unending, then the punishment is also eternal and unending.  This means that in one 

hundred million billion trillion years, some people that you talk to today will be suffering the awful agony of hell with 

no hope of ever receiving any relief at any time.  Revelation 14:11 describes torment day and night into the ages of the 

ages.  It is an awful concept that people will be suffering indescribable agony every moment of every day endlessly for 

eternity.  We cannot really grasp that concept in this life. 

 

We must keep in mind that every person is destined either for eternal punishment or for eternal life.  Every person on 

your block, every person you work with, every person you ever come in contact with is destined either for eternal 

punishment or for eternal life.  The awfulness of an eternal hell is stressed again and again in Scripture.  That is indeed 

a gloomy concept.  It is terrible.  That is why God stresses it. 

 

9. The Destiny of the Righteous 

 

Put that in contrast with Matthew 13:43: “Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their 

Father.  He who has ears, let him hear.”  Jesus said you had better pay attention to this contrast.  Some will be 

consigned to eternal suffering forever and ever while some will be brought into the joy of sharing in the presence of 

God and the glory of His presence forever.  That is what it means to shine as the sun.  We as believers will share in that 

glory which is His forever.  Could there be any greater contrast? 

 

All people are in one of those two camps: destined either for eternal suffering or for eternal life.  This parable is true 

for us today as well.  Both wheat and tares are present in every group.  Not everyone who attends church regularly is 

a true believer in Jesus Christ.  Not everyone who professes to be a believer in Him has really understood the issue of 

personal sinfulness and placed his faith in Jesus Christ as the One who died on the cross to pay the penalty for sins.  

We continue to have tares growing among the wheat.  It would be impossible for me to name a few tares because I am 

not one of the angels.  Some people that I think are wheat are tares, and some that I think are tares are wheat. 

 

Have you ever come to grips with the issue of your own sinfulness and personally trusted Jesus Christ as your Savior? 

 If not, you are a tare.  It does not matter whether you teach Sunday school, sing in the choir, play in the orchestra or 

have a leadership position in the church.  All of those things are irrelevant.  The issue is a personal relationship with 

Christ.  It is possible to do all of those things and look just like wheat, but still be a tare.  Eternity hinges upon your 

relationship with Jesus Christ.  Where you will be in one hundred billion years will be determined by that decision in 

this life.  Have you recognized that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, died to pay the penalty for your sin?  Have you 

believed in Him as your Savior?  Your destiny for eternity rests on that one basic issue.  What is your relationship to 

Jesus Christ?

 


