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JOIN US ON AN ISLAND JOURNEY:
A three-part virtual tour of islands around the globe. We will embark on the Good Ship ZOOM for 1 hour on May 
26th, June 2nd, and June 9th at 1:00m PST/ 4:00pm EST. During each interactive virtual excursion, passengers 
will meet real-life conservation heroes sharing photos and stories from the field to help us learn about the 
fascinating animals and locations we will visit. Island Conservation CEO Dr. Karen Poiani will be our tour guide 
and will be joined by special guests each week. Zoom information and a syllabus will be sent to participants 
prior to the meetings. RSVP information below.

may 26 June 2
ISLANDS IN THE SEA

Lynne served as The Nature Conservancy’s 
Managing Director for Oceans from 2003 until 
January of 2015. She led the transformation of TNC 
from its near exclusive focus on terrestrial 
conservation to TNC now being widely recognized 
as one of the world’s leading marine conservation 
organizations. Over the course of her TNC tenure, 
Lynne focused and published on integrating 
science and policy work with “in-the-water” 
conservation and restoration in the United States 
and more than 30 countries in Asia, Oceana, the 
Caribbean, South America, and Africa.  Previously 
Lynne worked internationally and as Fisheries 
Adviser to the Alaska Native Foundation.

Lynne Hale
Member of Island Conservation’s Board of Directors

Karl has a PhD from the University of Queensland, 
Australia. As part of his doctoral work, he 
developed advanced procedures for Judas goats, 
which he applied to large-scale island restoration 
campaigns he was managing in the Galápagos 
Islands. Karl has more than twenty years of island 
restoration experience and has served as field 
manager of two of the world’s largest island 
restoration projects on Isabela and Santiago 
Islands. He is experienced in planning, budgeting, 
and implementing large-scale projects and 
leveraging technology to increase their 
cost-e�ciency. 

karl campbell, pHd
Region Executive Director of Latin America

Paula is a wildlife veterinarian with a MSc in 
conservation medicine and a background in raptor 
medicine and island restoration. She has worked on 
with Island Conservation in the Galápagos Islands 
since 2013. Paula is the native species specialist for 
the Galápagos program, responsible for a wide 
range of related activities including species 
reintroduction. She also provides technical 
assistance to the Galápagos National Park.

Paula A. Castaño
Island Restoration Specialist

Karen came to Island Conservation in July 2016 with 
25 years of experience in organization management, 
fundraising, board engagement, international and 
local partnership development, and conservation 
science research. Before coming to Island 
Conservation, she spent 17 years with The Nature 
Conservancy and served with the organization’s 
global executive team. Most recently, Karen served 
as Director of Evaluation and Learning at the 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation.

karen poiani, PHd
CEO

David received a BS in bioinformatics from the 
University of California, Santa Cruz, and has worked 
with Island Conservation for more than a decade to 
bridge the gap between conservation managers 
and technical specialists, ensuring that technical 
solutions can solve conservation problems in the 
field. David’s work has included implementing 
technology in the field on more than 15 island 
restoration projects from the sub-Antarctic to the 
tropical Pacific, managing a successful restoration 
project on Desecheo National Wildlife Refuge, 
Puerto Rico, and maintaining databases that 
document the importance and impact of island 
restoration.

David Will 
GIS and Data Program Manager

Coral earned her MS in conservation biology at the 
University of Michigan in 2008, studying the 
foraging behavior of the Juan Fernández Firecrown, 
an endangered hummingbird, endemic to the Juan 
Fernández Islands. As the lead for Island 
Conservation’s Conservation Measures Program, 
Coral works to advance our scientific 
understanding of the impact removing invasive 
species has on island ecosystems and increase the 
organization's impact through seabird 
reintroduction e�orts. She has conducted research 
on islands in North and South America, the 
Caribbean, and the Pacific and possesses more than 
ten years of island ecology experience.

coral wolf
Conservation Science Program Manager
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EMERGING TECHNOLOGY IN THE 
FIELD OF ISLAND CONSERVATION

Featuring Floreana Island in the Galapagos.

Background reading:

• The Gene Drive Dilemma: We Can Alter 
Entire Species, but Should We? (article) - link

• Save the Galapagos With GMO Rats. What 
Could Go Wrong? (article) - link 

• Could Generic Engineering Save the 
Galapagos? (article) - LINK

• Process of Elimination (article) - LINK

ISLANDS AND THE CONNECTION TO 
MARINE CONSERVATION

Featuring the islands of Palmyra (US 
Territory, Northern Line Islands) and 

Hawadax (Aleutian Islands).

Background reading:

• From wing to wing: the persistence of long 
ecological interaction chains in 
less-disturbed ecosystems (paper) - link

• Seabirds enhance coral reef productivity 
and functioning in the absence of invasive 
rats (paper) - link

WHY ARE ISLANDS HOTSPOTS OF 
BIODIVERSITY AND EXTINCTION AND 
WHAT CAN BE DONE?

Featuring a guided tour of the places and 
wildlife that Island Conservation has helped 

to save over the past 26 years.

Background reading:

• Meet Island Conservation (video) watch

• Globally important islands where 
eradicating invasive mammals will benefit 
highly threatened vertebrates (Paper) - link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s-oqGIbVLvE
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0212128
https://www.nature.com/articles/srep00409.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/326329123_Seabirds_enhance_coral_reef_productivity_and_functioning_in_the_absence_of_invasive_rats
https://www.wired.com/2016/06/save-galapagos-gmo-rats-go-wrong/
https://research.ncsu.edu/ges/files/2017/11/Could-Genetic-Engineering-Save-the-Galápagos_-Scientific-American.pdf
https://www.wired.com/story/crispr-eradicate-invasive-species/
https://www.islandconservation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/The-Gene-Drive-Dilemma_-We-Can-Alter-Entire-Species-But-Should-We_-The-New-York-Times.pdf



