Purpose of the Visit
Call upon the U.S. government to exercise decisive leadership to mitigate climate
change by supporting policies reducing greenhouse gases, and that protect people in
poverty who are most at risk from climate change
Our Faith Calls Us to Care for Creation and the Most Vulnerable
In his historic encyclical on ecology, Laudato Si’, Pope Francis calls on all people to care for creation and our
common home. Pope Francis makes clear that our care for one another and our care for the earth are
intimately connected, noting that humanity is not faced “with two separate crises, one environmental and the
other social, but rather one complex crisis which is both social and environmental.” (Laudato Si’: On Care for
Our Common Home)
A Catholic response to climate change places care for creation and care for poor and vulnerable people who
are most affected by climate change impacts at the center of its response. As the U.S. Catholic bishops wrote
in their pastoral statement, Global Climate Change: A Plea for Dialogue Prudence and the Common Good,
“Action to mitigate global climate change must be built upon a foundation of social and economic justice.”
During his recent visit to the United States, Pope Francis said, "[C]limate change is a problem which can no
longer be left to a future generation. When it comes to the care of our 'common home', we are living at a
critical moment of history."
As members of the Ignatian Solidarity Network we stand with Pope Francis, the U.S. Catholic Bishops, and the
Jesuit Conference of Canada and the United States in calling for meaningful action to address climate change
that cares for creation and prioritizes the needs of the poor and vulnerable.
Personal Testimony (if applicable) Personalize the issue by sharing a story from your local or the global
community about how climate change has impacted vulnerable peoples.
Climate change policy should:
Care for Creation by reducing greenhouse gases and harmful pollution
•
•
•
•

As Pope Francis said, "Creation is a gift, it is a wonderful gift that God has given us, so that we care for
it and we use it for the benefit of all, always with great respect and gratitude."
We call on local, national and global leaders to address climate change and protect our common home
for current and future generations.
Implementation of sector-wide greenhouse gas emission reduction strategies are needed to mitigate
the effects of climate change, care for our common home and preserve our clean air.
We support the Environmental Protection Agency's carbon pollution standards (Clean Power Plan) for
power plants under the Clean Air Act and the standards fair and equitable implementation. These
standards will protect our common home by helping to mitigate climate change and reducing harmful
pollution emitted from power plants.

Protect poor and vulnerable people by demonstrating necessary global leadership now to address climate
change and helping poor countries to mitigate and adapt to climate change.
•

The consequences of climate change will be borne by the world's most vulnerable people; inaction will
worsen their suffering. Communities served by Catholic Relief Services (CRS) are already experiencing
the tragic consequences of climate change. Increasing floods, droughts, food and water insecurity, and
conflict over declining resources are all making the lives of the world's poorest people even more
precarious.

•

•
•

Developed countries, including the United States, who have contributed most to causing climate
change, have an increased and differentiated responsibility to demonstrate leadership to mitigate
climate change. As Pope Francis said in Laudato Si', "We need to strengthen the conviction that we are
one single human family ... There are no frontiers or barriers, political or social, behind which we can
hide, still less is there room for the globalization of indifference."
Support for the Green Climate Fund will help developing nations shift towards a low-emission and
climate resilient development, and help them adapt to and prepare for the effects of climate change.
The United States must exercise moral leadership on climate change by honoring its commitments to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions under the Paris Agreement.

Protect public health and children’s health by mitigating climate change and reducing harmful pollution.
•
•
•

•

All efforts to address climate change and reduce its impacts must respect human life and dignity,
especially that of the poorest and most vulnerable, including children and the elderly.
These measures must protect poor and vulnerable communities from the health impacts of climate
change, including exposure to climate-sensitive diseases, heat waves and diminished air quality.
Power plants are the largest stationary source of carbon emissions in the United States, and are a
major contributor to climate change. Air pollution from these plants which have often been located
near low-income neighborhoods and communities of color, contributes to respiratory problems,
especially in the young and the elderly.
The Clean Power Plan by helping to mitigate climate change and reduce harmful pollution will protect
the health and welfare of all people, especially children, the elderly, as well as poor and vulnerable
communities.

Support just transition and job creation by ensuring that affected workers and communities, including lowincome and communities of color, coal regions in transition, and communities on the frontlines of climate
impacts are meaningfully involved in the transition to an energy-efficient, climate resilient and clean energy
economy.
•

•

Clean energy solutions rooted in local communities can be an engine of job creation. Invest in U.S.
renewable energy, clean transportation and sustainable water infrastructure to create jobs, deploy
clean energy for all, protect our health, and increase resilience, putting a priority on fairness and
economic opportunity for the most affected Americans.
Transition assistance and training should be provided to workers in affected industries to help them
transition to a clean energy economy.

ASK: Will the President and Congressperson demonstrate bold leadership in addressing the climate crisis by
honoring the Paris Agreement, contributing to the Green Climate Fund, implementing the Clean Power Plan
and supporting just transition and job creation.
•

•

•

•

Maintain the United States’ moral leadership on climate change by honoring the Paris Agreement
(COP21) and taking swift action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions between 26 and 28 percent
compared with 2005 levels by 2025;
Support sustainable development and help address the underlying causes of migration by honoring the
United States’ initial pledge of $3 billion and further supporting the Green Climate Fund to help poor
countries adapt to and mitigate the effects of climate change;
Protect our common home and public health, and support job creation and economic opportunity by
encouraging states to craft plans to reach and exceed their Clean Power Plan carbon reduction goals
by transitioning to renewable energy sources like wind and solar power and enacting energy efficiency
and conservation standards.
Support just transition and job creation by developing policies that ensure that affected workers and
communities are provided assistance and are meaningfully involved in the transition to a energyefficient, climate resilient and clean energy economy.

