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The IFAW Marine Mammal Rescue and Research (MMRR) team 
(originally the Cape Cod Stranding Network) is crucial to marine 
mammal welfare in IFAW Headquarters’ own backyard. But its work 
extends globally; it not only provides a model for and shares best 
practices and research with stranding networks around the world, 
but its focus on both science and animal welfare encapsulates the 
thrust of our entire animal rescue programme, which helps individual 
animals of a variety of species around the world.

Enjoy articles on MMRR’s latest milestone, our trophy hunting 
report, and a preview of IFAW’s goals at CITES in this issue.

With sincere gratitude,

Azzedine Downes 
Chief Executive Officer
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4,000 and Counting

Marine Mammal 
Rescue Team 
Reaches Milestone

Earlier this year we reached a 
milestone, attending to more than 
4,000 marine mammals since the team 
was founded almost two decades ago.

Every whale, dolphin, porpoise or 
seal offers a unique opportunity to 
learn more about these often elusive 
creatures. Most of what is known about 
marine mammals comes from the study 

http://www.ifaw.org/united-kingdom/news/4000-and-counting-ifaw%E2%80%99s-stranding-team-reaches-milestone
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of stranded animals. We can build this 
knowledge while providing the best 
possible care for each stranded animal. 
This “stranding science” feeds back 
into our response efforts by providing 
us with valuable information to help 
us increase the likelihood of dolphins 
surviving a stranding. 

IFAW’s cutting-edge science has 
directly led to increased release rates 
for rescued animals. Release rates of 
mass stranded dolphins and whales 
has increased from 14 percent in 2004 
to nearly 70 percent in 2015, one of the 
highest success rates in the world.

New Thinking Saves Lives

Many species of dolphins are social 
animals and conventional thinking has 
been that individual animals cannot 
survive alone. So when stranding 
responders are faced with a single 
stranded social dolphin, the thinking 
was that these dolphins would not be 
able to find and integrate into a group if 
they were released by themselves. As 
a result, the standard protocol was to 
euthanize dolphins that strand alone. 

Our team challenged this assumption. 
Based on advanced health 
assessments, we thought some of 
these animals could survive. Temporary 
satellite tracking of single released 
dolphins has proven our hunch. They 
can indeed survive and re-join pods. 
This discovery has already saved many 
single stranded dolphins on our shores 
and has the potential to save many 
more in the future, both here on Cape 
Cod and internationally. 

Saving Animals Before 
They Strand

IFAW is developing a prevention 
programme to avert strandings before 
they happen.

As soon as we receive word that 
whales or dolphins are swimming in 
dangerous locations, the team hits the 
water in boats equipped with special 
high frequency acoustic deterrents 
called “pingers.” Expertly navigating 
the boat to herd the dolphins, staff can 
safely encourage them into deeper 
water and out of danger. As new 
deterrent technologies are developed, 
IFAW methodically tests them in drills 
and real-life operations in an attempt 
to find the most effective stranding 
deterrent.

The team is recognised as leaders in 
the field and is often called on to help 
other groups in other parts of the world. 
Earlier this year IFAW marine biologists 
helped tube feed starving sea lion 
pups in California when local rescue 
crews faced overwhelming numbers of 
animals in their care.

Using Drones for Conservation

In addition to responding to stranded 
and at-risk whales and dolphins, we 
also help seals in distress, attending 
to hundreds of calls about injured or 
sick seals. This summer, as the gray 
seals returned to our inner harbours, 
we used high-tech equipment 
and drone technology to find out 
how many animals were affected 
by life-threatening infections and 
entanglements in fishing gear and 
marine debris.

Teams Unite to Save 
Distraught Whales

When whales encounter fishing gear, 
many become so entangled that they 
can’t swim properly. The animals may 
live for weeks, months or even years, 
as the deadly gear becomes more 
and more tightly wrapped around 
them, leading to infection, illness and 
frequently, a painful death.

This year, IFAW’s Brian Sharp 
successfully led a team of international 
responders to save a humpback whale 
that was entangled in Iceland. This is 
the first multi-national rescue of its kind, 
and we are now looking at ways to 
further collaborate to save animals.

Sharing Expertise

Our team is called to lead international 
workshops and trainings in places 
like Chile, Madagascar, Oman, India 
and Trinidad. As you read this, 250 
responders are gathered from around 
the US for the National Stranding 
Conference, where IFAW’s staff will be 
sharing their knowledge and techniques 
with others from across the US. Right 
now animal rescuers are sharpening 
their skills with hands-on training, 
sharing their knowledge and doing live 
action drills to ensure that they’re ready 
when the next marine animal in trouble 
approaches their shores. 

CLICK HERE TO HELP

http://www.ifaw.org/woadonate_uk
http://www.ifaw.org/united-kingdom/news/mother-baby-dolphin-safely-herded-out-nantucket-harbor
http://www.ifaw.org/united-kingdom/news/ifaw-leads-team-rescue-entangled-whale-iceland
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IFAW has conducted the first-ever analysis of the CITES trade 
database to better understand the scope and effects of the killing 
of imperiled animals for sport.

Report Exposes Trophy 
Hunting’s Global Scale, Trends

TOTAL TROPHIES:

TOP 20 IMPORTING COUNTRIES

TOTAL 
COUNTRIES

EXPENSIVE SPORT:

200,000+
Hunting trophies of 

threatened taxa traded 
between nations (2004 – 2014)

1,700,000?
Hunting trophies (non-threatened taxa)  
traded between nations (2004 – 2014)

$54,000
Cost for Walter Palmer to kill 
Cecil the Lion in Zimbabwe

United States 
(150,583) 70.9%

Spain 
(10,334) 4.9%

Germany 
(9,638) 4.5%

South Africa 
(6,450) 3.0%

Denmark 
(4,505) 2.1%

Austria 
(3,949) 1.9%

Mexico 
(3,677) 1.7%

France 
(3,272) 1.5%

Norway 
(2,456) 1.2%

Sweden 
(1,467) 0.7%

Poland 
(1,357) 0.6%

China 
(1,352) 0.6%

Switzerland 
(1,223) 0.6%

Canada 
(1,119) 0.5%

Belgium 
(1,008) 0.5%

Czech Republic 
(976) 0.5%

Portugal 
(925) 0.4%

Finland 
(922) 0.4%

Australia 
(817) 0.4%

Italy 
(578) 0.3%

2004 to 2014

$62,000
Price tag for German hunter 
to kill a well-known large 
tusked elephant 

$350,000
Amount Corey Knowlton 
paid to kill one black rhino in 
Namibia from a Dallas Safari 
Club auction.

$100,000+
Charge for a typical 21-day 
hunting trip for one big 
game hunter

107
countries participated 
in trophy hunting
trade between 2004 
and 2014.

?
Hunting trophies traded
all together, including

domestic hunts and those
traded between countries

(2004-2014)

The top twenty countries are 
responsible for 97 percent of 
trophy imports.

Some high-profile hunt costs reported by 
the media include the following: 

TROPHY HUNTING BY THE NUMBERS

TROPHY HUNTING AROUND THE WORLD

These top 20 importing 
countries are killing and 
importing their trophies 
mainly from Canada (35%), 
South Africa (23%), and 
Namibia (11%).

The United States (US) 
accounts for 71 percent of 
the import demand, or about 
15 times more than the next 
highest nations, Germany and 
Spain (both 5 percent).

IFAW has long been an advocate for the 
African lion, rhinoceros, elephant and other 
species targeted by trophy hunters.

We’ve campaigned to enact policy to protect 
species from this needless slaughter. For 
example, in the case of the lion, we were 
part of one coalition that submitted a petition 
to list the iconic species as Threatened 
under the US Endangered Species Act and 
another coalition that funded an independent 
economic analysis  of lion trophy hunting’s 
impact on African communities, called The 
$200 Million Question.

But when the world learned that a famous 
lion from Hwange National Park in Zimbabwe 
named Cecil had been killed by a US trophy 
hunter, it reignited a debate about the effects 

of trophy hunting on the populations of 
animals it targets.

As the industry has grown over the last 
decade, the animal welfare community has 
sought to understand the global impacts 
of trophy hunting and how leaders should 
make informed decisions governing the 
industry with data as supporting evidence.

Unfortunately, no credible research had 
been done to understand the global trophy 
industry’s extent. 

IFAW researchers pored through the 
Convention on International Trade of 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora (CITES) Trade Database. 
Approximately one million trade records 

97%

71%

69%

CLICK HERE TO HELP

http://www.ifaw.org/woadonate_uk
http://www.ifaw.org/united-kingdom/resource-centre/killing-trophies-analysis-global-trophy-hunting-trade
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As far back as she can remember Viv 
has been concerned with the welfare 
of animals: “It started off with a love 
for insects, snails and a mouse when 
I was a child.” Over the years, Viv has 
provided a caring home to horses, cats 
and dogs. 

Viv Bruce began supporting IFAW in 
2007. She resides in England with her 
three beloved dogs, Freddie, Sally and 
Jasmine and a cat named Emily.

“I can’t remember exactly what inspired 
me to become an IFAW supporter, but 
since I have, I have marvelled at the 
wonderful work IFAW does all over the 
world.”  

Hearing the sad stories of injured 
animals and young animals that have 
been separated from their parents 
and given a second chance is a big 
part of why Viv decided to support 
IFAW. Another equally important 
reason she supports IFAW is that she 
wants animals that are in danger to be 
protected.  

“I support the education of children and 
adults to care for their animals. I can’t 
abide cruelty or neglect!”

Viv chose to leave a legacy gift to IFAW 
because she feels that leaving a gift 

in her will is the best way to fund the 
things that mean the most to her. “It is 
difficult to give money each month as 
I never know when I shall need it, for 
the animals I have, or for myself. The 
legacies will provide monetary support 
when I don’t need it anymore.”

“I have left legacies for other charities 
besides IFAW in my will, including the 
two organisations from which I adopted 
my dogs, Greyhounds in Need and 
Friends of the Strays of Greece. I really 
hope that the money will do some good 
even though I won’t be around to see 
it. I can leave a legacy to do the things I 
wish I could do now.”

“I feel that a legacy is the best 
way to fund the things that 
mean the most to me.”

To let us know you’ve included IFAW 
in your will, or for more information 

on legacy giving, please contact 
Leanne Beaton 

at 0207 587 6736, 
or by email at lbeaton@ifaw.org.

We’ll be delighted to hear from you.

Being a Legacy Supporter
Of the top 20 
threatened species, 
African lions have the 
strongest statistically 
significant increase of 
trophy hunting trade 
since 2004  .

The
Big 5

Buffalo

$12.5K – $17K
Conservation Status:

Least Concern

African Elephant

$25K – $60K
Conservation Status:

Vulnerable

African Leopard

$15K – $35K
Conservation Status:

Least Concern

SPECIES:
African Lion

$8.5K – $50K
Conservation Status:

Vulnerable

White Rhinoceros

$125K +
Conservation Status:
Near Threatened

The New York Times 
reported market rates 

for the big 5 trophy 
hunters in 

South Africa.

3 of the 4 threatened taxa from 
the Big Five species (African 
elephant, African Leopard,  
and African Lion) are 
among the top six most 
traded of imperilled 
species.

of CITES-listed wildlife species are reported 
annually and these data are entered into the 
database, accounting now for more than 13 
million wildlife trade records of more than 34,000 
scientific *taxa named on the CITES Appendices.

As many as 1.7 million hunting trophies have 
been traded between nations between 2004 
and 2014. And at least 200,000 trophies from 
threatened taxa, or an average of 20,000 
trophies per year, have been trophy hunted and 
traded between nations in the same period. 

IFAW research found that 107 different nations 
(comprised of 104 importing nations and 106 
exporting nations) participated in trophy hunting 
trade between 2004 and 2014.

However, although there is worldwide demand 
for animal trophies, according to the CITES 
database, 97 percent of trade comes from the 
top twenty countries.

The United States accounts for 71 percent of the 
import demand, or about 15 times more than the 
next highest nations, Germany and Spain (both 
5 percent).

Analyses of the CITES database found that three 
of the four threatened taxa from the Big Five 
species (African Elephant, African Leopard and 
African Lion) are among the top six most traded 
of imperiled taxon.

Of the top 20 threatened taxa, African lions have 
the strongest statistically significant increase of 
trophy hunting trade since 2004. At least 11,000 
lions trophies have been traded worldwide from 
2004 to 2013. 

IFAW is committed to oppose trophy hunting 
not only on an animal welfare basis (causing 
needless death and suffering for nothing but 
enjoyment and sport), but also as an unproven 
tactic of conservation.  

* Taxa is the plural form of taxon, the name applied to a taxonomic 
group of any rank, such as a species, family, or class. 

CLICK HERE TO HELP

http://www.ifaw.org/woadonate_uk
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CITES is an international agreement 
with the aim to protect endangered 
plants and animals, by ensuring 
international trade does not threaten 
their survival in the wild. IFAW 
representatives will be fighting to 

protect a wide range of wildlife, with the 
following species front and centre at 
this year’s convention:

PANGOLINS: These fully scaled 
mammals are under extreme pressure 
from illegal wildlife trafficking. It is 
estimated that more than 100,000 
pangolins are poached and trafficked 
each year. The current protection 
level for pangolins (Appendix II), which 
outlaws trade in the four Asian species, 
has failed to protect them from the 
poachers. The trade in loose scales and 
raw meat is the most common means 
to trade pangolins, making it impossible 
to differentiate between species without 
expensive genetic testing and therefore 

As it has since 1997, IFAW is sending a team of delegates to the 17th 
Conference of the Parties (CoP) of the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), 
which takes place in Johannesburg, South Africa from 24 September 
to 5 October.

Advocating for 
Wildlife at CITES

even harder to determine what is legal 
and what isn’t.

Four separate proposals have been filed 
by a variety of country delegations for 
the following species: Indian pangolin, 
Sunda and Chinese pangolin, Palawan 
pangolin and four African pangolin 
species. Listing all eight species under 
Appendix I as proposed would help 
enforcement officials, while all but 
ending the legal international trade of all 
pangolins.

CHEETAHS: The illegal trade in 
cheetahs for exotic pets, skins and 
use as medicines is threatening this 
charismatic species. A workshop 
hosted in Kuwait with co-funding from 
IFAW drafted recommendations for 

Parties to increase public awareness, 
coordinate enforcement actions 
amongst range and consumer 
countries, including a focus on 
cybercrime, provide humane 
confiscation for live animals and create 
a toolkit to assist enforcers handling 
cheetahs in illegal trade.

LIONS: With the tragedy of Cecil 
the Lion still fresh in people’s minds, a 
recent decision by the US to list lions 
under the US Endangered Species 
Act, and every new study saying there 
are fewer wild lions left than thought 
previously, there will, without a doubt, 
be significant pressure from the global 
community to do something at the next 
CoP to save this species.

CLICK HERE TO HELP

http://www.ifaw.org/woadonate_uk
http://www.ifaw.org/united-kingdom/news/submitted-cites-proposals-advocate-pangolins
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When protests broke out in Durban Deep 
and neighbouring townships, violence, 
looting and xenophobic struggles 
rendered the area unsafe. In February of 
2014, staff all but abandoned the former 
headquarters of the Durban Deep mining 
company and moved to safer grounds. 

For more than two years, staff worked 
from a wing of an animal shelter that was 
generously cleared for us. The shared 
space was very cramped, and the 
distance was far for our staff to travel. 
Most importantly, the community of 
Durban Deep that had grown to rely so 
heavily on CLAW struggled to reach us. 

The municipality and the developers who 
bought the property of Durban Deep 
struggled to regain control of the area. 
Pipes, cables, transformers, tiles, wires – 
absolutely everything was dug up, pulled 
out, stripped and carried away from 
the landscape. Somehow, amidst the 

devastation, our CLAW building remained 
standing. 

At first, we tried to set a few hours a 
week for people to bring animals to 
our shell of a clinic. But set office hours 
mean nothing to people who walk so 
far, and whose animals’ needs are often 
emergencies. So we have divided our 
time between two locations, transporting 
the sickest dogs to our veterinary team 
at the shelter location, and providing 
food, medications and assistance at 
Durban Deep. Costs ran very high, with 
our endurance, budget and strength 
stretched to their limits. 

But now that security is restored, our 
clinic now runs entirely on solar panels 
donated and installed through generous 
donations, and there is running water in 
the building, we have breathed life back 
into our old home to return to the full 
service our clientele had come to expect.

South Africa Clinic 
Returns to Serve 
Disenfranchised
After more than two years 
struggling to serve Soweto’s 
communities from divided 
locations, IFAW partner, 
Community Led Animal Welfare 
(CLAW), is finally moving back 
home to Durban Deep. 

Lions are incredibly controversial at 
CITES since pro-trade and trophy 
hunting special interests are part 
of the meeting mix and dead-set in 
trying to maintain the status quo that 
has allowed for unsustainable trophy 
hunting to continue. IFAW will be 
working with Chad and eight other 
African countries who have proposed  
to up-list lions to Appendix I.

ELEPHANTS: There are 
numerous proposals for elephants  
- some calling for protection to be 
weakened and trade in ivory to be 
permitted, with others calling for 
increased protection and a long-
term ivory ban. IFAW will oppose any 
measure which weakens the protection 

for elephants or allows any trade in ivory 
whilst elephants are being slaughtered 
for their ivory.

There will also likely be action on 
proposals regarding African grey 
parrots, sharks, rhinos, and Barbary 
macaques, as well as addressing the 
issues of e-commerce, disposal of 
confiscated specimens and captive-
bred and ranched specimens.

Advocating for 
Wildlife at CITES

CLICK HERE TO HELP

http://www.ifaw.org/woadonate_uk
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Donors Barbara and 
Lewis Hollweg
The Hollwegs have been travelling 
throughout east Africa for a number 
of years and say they had never 
encountered an elephant experience 
such as what they had witnessed in 
Amboseli. “IFAW and its partners have 
accomplished great things within the 
Amboseli eco-system,” says Lewis 
Hollweg.

Lewis Hollweg, Ph.D., is an 
organisational psychologist and 
his wife, Barbara, is a professional 
photographer, who has generously 
gifted her photos to IFAW. The couple 
lives in Dallas, Texas.

Board Member 
Mark Beaudouin
While his career had taken him to 
many far-flung places such as India 
and Singapore, he had never seen 
elephants on Africa’s own landscape. 
In Amboseli National Park, he met 
Maasai leader and Olgulului/Ololarashi 
Group Ranch chairman Daniel Leturesh, 
IFAW’s strategic point of contact on 
the historic Kitenden Corridor lease 
signing. He also attended an INTERPOL 
conference a few days later with IFAW 
representatives. 

Beaudouin has been the Vice President, 
General Counsel and Secretary of 
Waters Corporation since 2003. 
Sometime after he made the trip 
to Amboseli, he became an IFAW 
board member.  He lives in Sherborn, 
Massachusetts.

Ambassador Lynn 
Frankel Fleetwood
Lynn Fleetwood travelled to Amboseli 
National Park and was blown away 
by the sight of all the wildlife living 
unencumbered in their natural habitat.

“I learned that IFAW’s project also 
includes scholarships for young people 
in the Massai community,” she says. 
“There are no words to describe the 
feelings that swelled inside of me as I 
watched these young students recite 
poems they had written, sing songs, 
dance and show their pure appreciation 
to IFAW for what they were doing to 
help the people and animals of their 
community.”

Lynn worked in the music and film 
entertainment industries for nearly 30 
years. Last December, she debuted 

her Amboseli photography at her 
Fleetwood’s General Store Art Gallery in 
Maui. In addition to creating awareness, 
100 percent of the net proceeds from 
the sale of her photographs will be 
donated to IFAW.  She also actively 
supported the wildlife trade bill that 
eventually passed in the Hawaii 
legislature.

Seeing is believing. People who have had the opportunity to travel 
to IFAW projects often are compelled to become more involved 
in IFAW’s cause. Here are three recent stories of such experiences 
relating to our elephant protection work in Amboseli:

Witnessing IFAW’s Work

CLICK HERE TO HELP

http://www.ifaw.org/woadonate_uk
http://www.ifaw.org/united-kingdom/news/plight-elephants-comes-home-hawaii-through-lynn-fleetwood%E2%80%99s-photograph-show
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Kenya Burns Ivory; 
France Announces Ban

British Royals 
Visit India Rescue Centre

Monkeys Rescued 
from Failing Nigerian 
Sanctuary

Tiger Cub Fillippa Thriving at Rehab Centre

Kenyan President, His Excellency 
Uhuru Kenyatta, set fire to 105 tonnes 
(representing the death of at least 10,500 
elephants) along with 1.36 tonnes of rhino 
horn in front of cameras from all around 
the world. The gesture shows solidarity 
in fighting the poaching epidemic and 
spreads awareness for the plight of 
elephants.

French minister of the Environment, 
Energy and the Sea, Ségolène Royal, 
having been invited to assist at the Kenya 
event, seized the opportunity to announce 
internationally her decision to adopt a 
near total ban of ivory sales in France.

The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge visited 
the IFAW-Wildlife Trust of India Centre for Wildlife 
Rehabilitation and Conservation in Kaziranga 
as part of their recent tour in India, where they 
bottle fed and played with the orphan rhinos 
who remain in our care until they are old enough 
and strong enough to survive in the wild. In the 
previous month, the Centre made headlines 
in the Daily Mail for the creative work of vet Dr. 
Panjit Basumantary, who fitted two orphaned 
elephants there with pajamas and socks for 
better sleeping at night. (Small elephants 
have a hard time regulating their own body 
temperature.)

A group of primates that had been living 
in a sanctuary that provided care and 
rehabilitation for orphaned or seized monkeys 
called The Centre for Education, Research 
and Conservation of Primates and Nature 
(CERCOPAN), were relocated or prepped to be 
released back to the wild with the help of IFAW.

In 2014, a primary donor stopped providing the 
sanctuary with much needed funding and they 
found themselves with almost 150 monkeys, 
including Putty-Nosed Guenons, Red-Capped 
Mangabeys and Monas, for which they could no 
longer afford to care.

An international task force that included IFAW 
was created to devise a plan to responsibly 
release as many animals as possible to the wild. 
CERCOPAN worked with other organisations 
in the region to find permanent homes for the 
monkeys that couldn’t be released.

An orphaned female tiger cub found in the Russian 
Far East is currently rehabilitating at the Centre for 
Rehabilitation and Reintroduction of Tigers and Other 
Rare Animals near Vladivostok. Approximately four 
months old, she was found at the borders of “Leopard 
Land” National Park in the village of Filippovka.

This spring, she was released into the same enclosure 
that previously held the already released tigers 
Zolushka, Borya, Kuzya, Ilona, Svetlaya and Ustin. After 
release, all animals survived, and Zolushka has already 
given birth to offspring.

Brief news of IFAW’s recent activities 
and successes around the world

Animal matters

KENYA

INDIA

NIGERIA

RUSSIA 

Discovery Channel Airs 
Sonic Sea Documentary; 
Report Released

Created in partnership with Natural Resources 
Defence Council (NRDC), Imaginary Forces and 
IFAW, Sonic Sea travels beneath the ocean’s 
surface to uncover the damaging consequences 
of increased ocean noise pollution and what 
can be done to stop it. Narrated by Academy 
Award-nominated actress Rachel McAdams 
and featuring interviews with marine ecologists, 
ocean life experts and wildlife activists, including 
IFAW’s Director of Animal Rescue, Katie Moore, 
Sonic Sea highlights how noise from a range 
of man-made sources has affected whales in 
recent years, including the mass stranding of 
whales around the planet.

The movie has been shown in a variety of 
cinemas and venues to supporters and the 
general public, but it made its US television 
debut in May on the popular Discovery Channel 
and will soon follow on other networks around 
the world. A report detailing the issues of ocean 
noise was also released worldwide.

US

CLICK HERE TO HELP

http://www.ifaw.org/woadonate_uk
http://www.ifaw.org/united-kingdom/news/watch-sonic-sea-scientists-and-stars-call-save-whales-noise
http://www.ifaw.org/united-kingdom/resource-centre/sonic-sea-impacts-noise-marine-mammals
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Caspar had a traumatic past, like most 
of his companions in the decrepit 
municipal shelter in Jajce that IFAW 
helped shut down. IFAW works with 
several cities in Bosnia to help manage 
roaming dog populations in a way that 
improves the lives of both the dogs and 
people in communities. Caspar was in a 
group of 65 dogs whom IFAW rescued 
from Bosnia late last year, and with 
the help of our partner organisation, 
Streunerglück, rehomed with loving 
families in Germany. 

IFAW vet advisor, Kati Loeffler, got to 
know Caspar in the three weeks in 
which she cared for him in the Bosnian 
quarantine shelter before his move 
to Germany. He was aggressive with 
other male dogs, and on one occasion, 
when Loeffler had to separate him from 
another male who had accidentally 
escaped the control of his lead, Caspar 
bit the vet in a fit of frustration.

Streunerglück colleagues ensured that 
the family who would adopt Caspar 
would be experienced with dogs, and 
didn’t have children in the household. 
They found a fantastic couple, who 
enlisted the skills of a Hundelehrer, or 
dog teacher, to help them understand 
Caspar’s anxieties and motivations, and 
how to work through them.

But Caspar’s greatest teacher was the 
couple’s dog, Tara, in whom Caspar 
found a true companion to teach him 
how to behave like a gentleman in the 
household, how to share and how to 
trust.

Then something happened that 
revealed Caspar’s true heart, that belied 
the harsh shell that he sometimes 
showed the world. When the new 

owner’s mother moved to a nursing 
home, Caspar accompanied her 
on visits. 

“He brings smiles to faces in a way 
that stirs my heart,” explained Caspar’s 
owner. “It doesn’t seem to bother him at 
all when he’s patted clumsily.”

One day, Caspar walked up to a 
person who was sitting in a wheelchair 
somewhat abandoned in the hallway. 
The man was very old and his hands 
crippled with gout. Caspar walked 
straight to him, placed his head in his 
lap and gently waved his tail.

The owner explained that she never 
trained him to do this. This came purely 
from Caspar himself. 

Caspar’s story began long before we at 
IFAW had the privilege of knowing him. 
It hardened him to survive in a world of 
violence, little food and even less love.

He carried through all of this, deep 
within himself, his most precious gift: his 
empathy, and he shares this gift with the 
elderly and dispossessed to transform 
their worlds in turn.

Caspar with his new guardian, Barbro.

Rescued Bosnian 
Dog Thriving in 

Adoptive Community
Caspar is living a wonderful life with new family and a 
canine companion, and even visits with local elderly.

CLICK HERE TO HELP

http://www.ifaw.org/woadonate_uk
http://www.ifaw.org/united-kingdom/news/learning-listen-former-bosnian-shelter-dog%E2%80%99s-needs
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This magnificent photo—the winning entry in 
IFAW’s World of Animals photo contest—was 
taken by Frank Binder from Shrewsbury, 
Massachusetts, USA, while on a trip to 
Amboseli National Park in Kenya. 

“The image was taken on quite a windy day in 
Amboseli, which is one of the premier places 
in the world to see elephants,” says Binder. 

“Elephants are very social creatures and 
observing their interactions and the way 
that the mothers sheltered their youngsters 
within the herd was terrific.”

 
For more on how Amboseli inspires, 
please turn to page 14.

Photo credit: ©Mr. Frank Binder

Calendar Photo Contest
And the winner is…
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