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I am always saddened when I hear about the senseless death of a
majestic animal like Cecil the Lion. After the news broke I spoke to many
media outlets about this latest example of absolute disregard for life of a
threatened species.
IFAW is working hard to protect individual animals from destructive
human behaviors, be it trophy hunting or the more common humananimal conflict and habitat loss and degradation. In this issue we touch
on a variety of accomplishments for animal welfare, from success in
reintegrating animals into the wild to the latest victory in stopping the
commercial seal fur trade.
With sincere gratitude,

Azzedine Downes
President
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When people throughout the
world heard that an iconic
lion from Hwange National
Park in Zimbabwe had
been killed by an American
dentist and his guides, they
expressed disappointment,
even outrage, as to how
easily an endangered animal
could be so coldheartedly
killed for sport.

Stories about Cecil dominated
international news last summer, and
our own North America Regional
Director Jeff Flocken was a ubiquitous
spokesperson for the animal welfare
perspective, quoted in numerous
publications and interviewed for highprofile broadcast segments.
IFAW has been a leader in advocacy
for the welfare and conservation of
the African Lion, and we have been
an opponent of trophy hunting of all
species, a stance some conservation
organizations are not willing to take.
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Trophy Hunting Exposed
Trophy hunting is unnecessary,
unethical and often cruel; a long
established principle of ours is that all
animals, imperiled or not, should not
be hunted for trophies. It may be a
fine distinction to some, but it is one
in which we, as an animal welfare
organization, are clear.

groups, US Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) announced in October 2014
its proposed rule to list African lions as
“threatened” under the US Endangered
Species Act. Since the killing of Cecil,
there have been calls for banning
trophy hunting imports into the
US altogether.

Approximately 600 lions are legally
killed every year on trophy hunts, 60
percent of which are at the hands of US
hunters. African lion populations have
decreased by more than half in the last
30 years, with potentially fewer than
20,000 left in the wild.

We were part of a coalition to fund
an independent economic analysis of
lion trophy hunting’s impact on African
communities, called The $200 Million
Question. In this report, we revealed
that typically only three to five percent
of the money from these extravagant
hunts is thought to actually end up with
the local communities.

Responding to a petition submitted by
IFAW and a coalition of animal welfare

While Cecil’s death appears to have
been an illegal kill, many endangered
species are being killed legally in what
are passed off as “conservation” efforts.
Some hunters pay for the right to kill a
rare animal, and then claim the funds
are put to use for conservation efforts
or use by local communities. It is
increasingly evident that neither is
the case.
The philosophy that you have to kill an
animal to save it does not make sense
morally, economically, biologically, or
from a conservation-incentive point
of view. IFAW will continue to speak
out against and pursue actions that
will put an end to the barbaric act of
trophy hunting. We will also continue
to advocate that the African lion be
afforded more protections from the
many other threats that it encounters.
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Protecting lions through
international conventions
IFAW has also pushed for greater global
protections for lions under the Convention
on International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES) and the Convention of the
Conservation of Migratory Species (CMS).

Australia, France ban
African lion trophy
imports
The notion of ‘canned’ hunts, where big
cats such as lions are bred and raised to
be released on a game reserve for the sole
purpose of being killed in specific hunts, so
appalled one Australian legislator that he
took the plight of the lions to Environment
Minister Greg Hunt. When the Minister
reviewed the information provided by
IFAW and other organizations about
what’s happening to lions across Africa, he
immediately invoked a ban on all African
lion trophy imports.
Last November,
Ségolène Royal, France’s Minister of
Ecology, instituted a ban on the import of
lion trophies into the country.
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Wildlife Reintegration
monitored through radio-telemetry in
the release habitat.
While successful rehabilitation of
rescued elephant calves has been
demonstrated, what happens to the
elephants after release is not yet well
understood. Reintegration of individuals
back into the wild herds has yet to be
fully documented or achieved.

Rehabilitated Rhinos, Elephants,
Tigers Thriving in Wild
Tora and Rani
IFAW attends to animals’
immediate needs for survival
and safety during a rescue.
But to ultimately improve the
welfare of individual animals
and propagate a species, our
goal is to see all rescued and
rehabilitated animals not only
successfully released, but
integrated back into the wild.
Recently, we have celebrated
three separate but significant
milestones with three iconic
species.

page 6

Two months in an elephant’s lifespan is
a relatively short amount of time.
But a particular 60 days can be a very
important milestone.
In what could likely become the
first-ever successful reintegration of
rehabilitated elephant calves into the
wild herds in Assam, India, two juvenile
females named Tora and Rani were
monitored traveling with their wild
counterparts for a period of more
than 60 days.
In the past eight years, IFAW and our
partner, Wildlife Trust of India’s (WTI)
Elephant Rehabilitation Project, have
translocated 19 rescued elephant
calves to Manas Tiger Reserve in
collaboration with the Assam Forest
Department. Nine are currently
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Assimilation and integration of handraised young calves, deprived of
normal social life during infancy, is
critical for these animals to learn the
long-term survival and successful
reproductive skills from the society of
wild elephants.
Both Rani and Tora were about two
months old when they were rescued,
albeit two years apart. They were
translocated and released together,
when Rani was two years and eight
months old and Tora was four and a
half years old. When the other, older
elephants released with these two
refused to associate with them, these
two calves managed to find acceptance
in the wild herd on their own.
The IFAW-WTI Elephant Rehabilitation
Project team documented associations
on four occasions, but these lasted only
for a couple of days. Earlier this year,
the pair was monitored traveling with
the herd consistently for 60 days.

Ilona and Zolushka
IFAW has been involved with the
rehabilitation of tiger cubs in the
Russian Far East for years. The first
four cubs we rehabilitated were
delivered to the zoos because it was

believed to be impossible to return
predators to the wild. But IFAW
and our committed partner groups
proved otherwise with the successful
reintegration of five of six released
tigers. We now have direct evidence
that Ilona and Zolushka are thriving.
Thanks to four camera traps IFAW
had donated to the Khingan Nature
Reserve, we now have footage of Ilona,
now three years old, marking a tree to
establish her territory. She is hunting
deer, wolves and wild boars, even
though the latter are the least
preferred prey.
Ilona is one of “Putin’s tigers” which
the president helped release in May
2014. Ilona notoriously did not leave the
transport cage when Putin first slid the
door open. She jumped out of the cage
to freedom only after everyone had left,
leaving only IFAW to catch this epic
release on video.
Zolushka has also been carefully
monitored. We have much evidence
that she has successfully adapted to
live in the wild and had met her mate
Zavetny during the breeding period
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Wildlife Reintegration

Anti-Snaring Update

last November. The two have been
identified by their paw prints in some
places, seemingly running in circles,
playing games and perhaps laying with
each other.
In December 2015, we learned that
Zolushka had given birth to cubs.

Ganga and Peter
It’s a boy! One of IFAW’s rehabilitated
and released rhinos, Ganga, has
given birth to a healthy calf. It is her
second since her release back to
the wild in 2010, and was touchingly
named Peter as a tribute to IFAW’s
Director of International Environmental
Agreements, who passed away this
summer.
Ganga defied the laws of nature and
gave birth in a span of 26 months, as
compared to the average of at least
four years for wild rhinos.

“Twenty-six months of inter-calving is
very unusual, but we are happy that
our efforts to Bring Back Manas are
slowly turning into a great conservation
story of this century,” said Bhaskar
Choudhury, Head Veterinarian of the
IFAW-WTI partnership.
Ganga was found when she was four
months old, rescued by the forest
department after she was swept away
during the annual floods in Kaziranga
National Park in 2004. The IFAWWTI animal keepers at the Center for
Wildlife Rehabilitaiton and Conservation
(CWRC) hand-raised her, and she was
released along with two other female
rhinos, Mainao and Jamuna in a fenced
area in Manas in 2007. To repopulate
the region with wild rhino population
that had locally gone extinct, Ganga
was finally let out of the facility to live in
the wild in 2010.

Clearing the Way for Wildlife

When Liwonde National
Park came under attack from
poachers using cruel snare
traps, IFAW supporters
rushed to the rescue.
When an unsuspecting animal steps
through a snare trap, the wire catches
its leg and pulls tight. The more the
frightened animal struggles, the tighter
the snare grips. The poacher soon
returns to kill and collect the animal.
Snares are often set by poachers
along the paths that vulnerable animals
frequently travel, and any animal can
become trapped and injured. Baby
elephants have even lost parts of their
trunks to wire snare traps.
Liwonde National Park, located in the
southeast African country of Malawi,
has been a hotbed for snare poaching.
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In the past few months, teams of antisnaring rangers have systematically
moved through the park, removing
snares from fields of tall grass, from
thick forests, and from the shores of
the Shire River, which runs the length of
Liwonde’s western border.
A Malawian minister recently joined
Liwonde officials at an event to
celebrate the snare removal efforts and
the new era of protection for the park’s
animals. The highlight of the event
was the destruction of 10,000 of the
collected snare traps.
Every snare is set with a deadly
intention – and every one removed
represents an animal spared from
suffering and death. Thousands of
Liwonde’s animals are now safe, thanks
to the kindness of IFAW supporters.
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Protecting Whales

‘‘

A new film created by IFAW and Natural Resources Defense
Council, Sonic Sea immerses viewers in the symphony of natural
sounds upon which whales, dolphins and other sea animals
depend for survival—and introduces the jarring cacophony of
human-made noises that has exploded over the past century.
Shipping, naval sonar, and seismic
exploration are interrupting whales’
and dolphins’ ability to understand
and navigate their world, to find
each other, and even to survive.

Shipping
– Improved propeller designs will
reduce ocean noise and save fuel.

Katie Moore
Program Director, Animal Rescue

In Sonic Sea, IFAW’s Program Director for
Animal Rescue, Katie Moore, describes
leading the team attempting to rescue more
than one hundred melon-headed whales in
Madagascar. These deep water animals had
stranded themselves inside an estuary after
fleeing the unbearable noise of seismic testing
in the ocean nearby.

Fortunately, relatively simple
solutions exist to mitigate these
problems. All that is needed is the
political will to make these solutions
mandatory.

Seismic
– Companies can ensure test sites
are free of marine mammals before
setting off the acoustic “bombs” used
to map the ocean floor and indicate
likely oil deposits.

The planet is not just
about us. It is incredibly
irresponsible of us not to
be better stewards.

‘‘

Documentary Explains
Ocean Noise Dangers

Sonar
- If marine mammals are present,
navies can delay their training exercises
which sweep the ocean with an
extremely loud signal when training to
detect submarines.

Star Power
Sonic Sea includes interviews with
noted marine mammal, environmental
and industry experts, as well as an
interview with internationally acclaimed
musician, Sting, and narration by actress
and environmental advocate, Rachel
McAdams.

Learn more by going to the film website: www.sonicsea.org.
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Coco’s Animal Welfare Update

Seal Hunt News

Seal Hunt Documentary
Unveiled in New York Premiere
Years in the making, Huntwatch
is a gripping 90-minute
documentary of the international
controversy that ensued when a
charismatic young activist named
Brian Davies began IFAW’s
founding campaign to end the
Canadian commercial seal hunt.

A New Clinic
for Playa del Carmen
Since 2010, staff at Coco’s Animal
Welfare, an IFAW partner in
Playa Del Carmen, Mexico,
have worked out of a tiny house,
prepping for surgery in the kitchen
and bathrooms. Even under these
difficult circumstances, unwanted
and disadvantaged dogs and cats
received veterinary care, were
spayed and neutered, and found
forever homes.
While we managed to help thousands
of animals, we knew we could help
so much more if there were only more
space and resources.

construction is nearing completion on
a new purpose-built, spacious clinic
for the animals.
The clinic will have
designated laboratory and surgical
preparation areas, a ground floor
reception area for animal triage, and a
large surgical theater. All of these areas
will have space for transport crates,
and storage for essentials like medical
supplies, towels and heating pads.
The new clinic will save so many
more animals’ lives by providing more
capacity for rescued cats and dogs,
as well as for the pets of owners who
cannot afford to pay for veterinary care.

Now, thanks to generous IFAW
supporters around the world,
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Narrated by actor Ryan Reynolds,
the complex tale features the efforts
to document and expose the cruel
seal hunt and conflicts on the
ice. This includes interviews with
Davies and his crew, campaigners
who would take up Davies’ fight,
supporting and adverse politicians,
and others who have had a stake
in the continuation of the hunt. It
also features never seen before
historical footage, as well as
dramatic scenes of the remote
Canadian landscape where the
hunt takes place.
This film premiered in November
as part of the DOC NYC film
festival, which is known as
America’s largest documentary
film festival.
It is presently
being shown in other venues
around the world.
To learn more about the film and
sign up for notifications about
future screenings, visit the film’s
website at
www.huntwatchthefilm.com.
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Demand Reduction

China Internet
Leaders Stand
Strong to Save
Wildlife

Sharing the
Protection Message
Media giant and Chinese language search engine
Sogou, which can reach more than a billion people,
has been a valued partner in this strategy. In November
last year, Sogou featured our “Mom, I Have Teeth”
campaign throughout its site for three straight days.

Recently, the Chinese technology giant Tencent
Group, which owns the popular WeChat
application, announced a deepened commitment to
protecting wildlife called “Tencent for the Planet.”
For years, IFAW has been at the
forefront of fighting the blight of wildlife
trade that flourishes on the Internet.
Nowhere is our work more important
than in China, where 632 million
Chinese - nearly twice as many as the
entire US population - are now on the
web. Our partnerships with Chinese
internet companies are paramount to
the fight against ivory trade.
But these audiences are not using
the same platforms as the rest of the
world, because in China there are
restrictions on Facebook, Twitter and
some websites popular in Western
countries.
Sina Weibo, commonly referred to as
the “Twitter of China,” has more than
twice as many users as Twitter, and
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boasts more functionality because it
has no Facebook to compete against.
WeChat, used by more than 90% of
Chinese with mobile phones is like
a hybrid of Facebook, Twitter and
WhatsApp, with the capacity to chat
with all of your friends.
The opportunities for pushing out
relevant and compelling messages of
our wildlife trade reduction campaigns
to China’s netizens seem to be
limitless, and IFAW has found many
valuable partners with major online
companies.
At an IFAW-supported workshop
with China’s inter-agency wildlife
enforcement task force, nine of the
largest e-commerce, social media and
antique collectible companies including
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Alibaba, Tencent, Sina and Artron.net
reaffirmed their zero tolerance for illegal
wildlife trade.
Government agencies participating in
the workshop included the Ministry of
Industry and Information Technology,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, State
Administration for Industry and
Commerce and General Administration
of Customs.
These strong actions by e-commerce
giants, combined with changing public
opinion, are making a difference at a
policy level as well. At a Beijing ivory
crush in May, government officials
announced that China will strictly
control ivory processing and trade,
until the commercial processing and
sale of ivory and its products are
eventually halted.

A few weeks later Sogou launched a special feature
on their search engine that will continue in perpetuity.
If you search the Chinese word for “elephant ivory,”
you get a pop-up warning not to buy ivory and links to
IFAW’s campaign site.
One of the largest online portals in China,
www.ifeng.com, promoted IFAW’s PSAs about
protecting elephants on its sign-in page and theme
page about IFAW.

WeChat, a Facebook and texting
app used by more than 90% of
Chinese cell phone users, created a
simple game that engaged users in
protecting elephants from poachers.
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Animal matters
Brief news of IFAW’s recent activities
and successes around the world

Brigades Protect
Threatened Antelopes

Russia

Since saiga antelopes are exposed to so
many threats and thus suffer from the highest
mortality rate of any large mammal, IFAW has
been supporting saiga conservation work
for years on the Astrakhan steppe in Russia.
During the foaling season, helpless newborns
fall under the watchful eye of IFAW-supported
teams that are well-equipped to prevent
poaching, conserve waterholes, and stop
wildfires.

Memorializing an
Elephant Orphan

Zambia

Suni, the orphaned elephant who was
brutally disabled in an attack as a young
calf, was put to sleep after an intense
three-year battle for her recovery. In
2012, Suni was found by the roadside,
dragging herself along on her front two
legs after a machete attack to her spine
had rendered her paralyzed in the back
half of her body. She was transferred to our
Zambia Elephant Orphanage Project and
given physical therapy and braces for her
disabled limb, as well as emotional support
from her devoted keepers and surrogate
elephant herd over the next three years.
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Listing Highly
Trafficked Pangolins

Vietnam

Due to being the most trafficked mammal
in the world, with nearly one million illegally
traded over the past decade, pangolins are
suffering from rapidly declining numbers.
IFAW and a coalition of partners organized
the first Pangolin Range States Meeting last
year in Da Nang, Vietnam, to address this
urgent wildlife issue and discuss conservation
strategies. A few weeks later, that coalition filed
a petition with the US Fish and Wildlife Service
to list all pangolins as endangered under the
Endangered Species Act.

Baby Rhino Rescue

A newborn male rhino calf was rescued from
swift water inside Kaziranga National Park and
moved to the IFAW Wildlife Rescue Center for
further care. The team to date has attended to
33 cases of displaced rhino calves. Recently,
three orphaned rhino calves hand-raised at
the center were radio collared and released
for acclimatization at Manas National Park and
three older rhinos that have gone back to the
wild are now breeding.

IFAW Rescuer Helps Disentangle Humpback
UNITED STATES
Reflecting on
Katrina 10 Years After

The response after Hurricane Katrina, New
Orleans, was a watershed moment for animal
rescue organizations. For eight days leading
up to the storm’s 10-year anniversary, animal
rescue experts from around the US joined
IFAW to teach advanced life-saving techniques
to local community responders to be better
prepared for the next disastrous storm.
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India

Iceland

Reykjavík whale watching companies had
sighted a badly entangled humpback during
their daily tours in Faxaflói Bay, the most
popular whale watching destination in Europe.
Brian Sharp, an IFAW marine mammal rescue
expert, joined two members of British Divers
Marine Life Rescue aboard a small rubber
boat, located the whale, and began attaching
buoys making cuts to disentangle it.
This
dramatic rescue was the latest demonstration
of IFAW’s long-term commitment to the welfare
of whales surrounding Iceland.
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United States Update

Animal matters

US Makes Great Strides
to Ban Ivory Trade
Wildlife conservation and
animal protection NGOs,
celebrities, and New York
citizens joined government
officials to raise awareness of the
poaching crisis at an ivory crush
in New York’s Times Square.

Celebrating the Tiger
Monitoring Collars
for Elephant Orphans

ZAMBIA

RUSSIA

The Zambia Elephant Orphanage Project
successfully fitted satellite and VHF collars on
five of the orphaned elephants at the Kafue
Release Facility: Chodoba, Chamilandu,
Batoka, Tafika and Kafue.

Vladivostok residents came out in droves
to celebrate the 16th anniversary of
the “Day of the Tiger.” This year, the
International Fund for Animal Welfare and
Fund “Phoenix” organized a Tiger Quest,
a scavenger hunt that revealed how many
striped carnivore pictures and symbols are
around Vladivostok.

IFAW generously sponsored satellite collars
for three of the orphans and supported the
logistics for the operation, which included
flying in three vets to Kafue National Park.
IFAW researchers helped with post-release
monitoring, planning and data management.

Our group participated in the parade
and manned a tent at the square, where
volunteers held quizzes and did “tiger”
face painting. We estimate that more than
8,000 people took part in the weekend
festivities.

Seal Product Trade Regulations Now WTO-Compliant

Belgium

The European Parliament voted last fall
to support revisions to the EU regulation
on the trade in seal products, to finalize
its World Trade Organization (WTO)
compliancy.
The new regulation entered into force in
October, meeting the WTO deadline.
Since its adoption, the EU seal ban has
helped save more than 2 million seals from
a cruel death by the commercial seal hunt.
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Less than a month later, President
Obama announced from Kenya,
proposed ivory regulations and
strengthening existing ones, by
restricting the export of worked ivory
out of the country, and by prohibiting
the sale of ivory across state lines with
some limited exceptions. Then during
Chinese President Xi Jinping’s visit to
the US, the United States and China
made a historic commitment to protect
elephants from ivory trade by enacting
strong domestic trade controls. Once in
effect, the commitments will represent
near total ivory trade bans.
In 2015, there had been a number of
bills and ballot initiatives offered at the
state level to ban ivory trade as well,
the most successful of which was
California’s passage of AB 96, which
restricts the trade of ivory and rhino
horn in California. This critical piece of
legislation, spearheaded by Assembly
Speaker Toni Atkins and Senator
Ricardo Lara, closed loopholes that
had allowed the illegal ivory trade to
continue nearly unhindered in the state.

IFAW Responds to South
Carolina Floods.
After intense rains and flooding
ravaged South Carolina, the IFAW
Disaster Team quickly set up a
distribution center full of emergency
sheltering supplies donated by
PetSmart Charities and food donated
by Rescue Bank and GreaterGood.org.
Overall, we provided logistics support,
performed water rescue, and helped
oversee shelter management. We
arranged for provisions of food and
medical supplies that helped scores of
dogs and cats in immediate need.

IFAW worked with a broad coalition of
conservation and animal welfare groups
to help push the bill forward.
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Last year, our Calendar Photo Contest was
so popular, we’ve decided to repeat it.

adorable pet … any striking image you think
people will enjoy.

While we’re searching far and wide for
the most beautiful animal photos to share
with you in the IFAW Calendar, we’d like to
include yours. Send us a digital photo that
you’ve taken of any animal that has moved
you with its beauty. It can be a portrait of
a wild animal in its natural habitat or an

Be sure to tell us where you took the photo,
and include your name for the credit. You
can read the full rules, and submit your
photo and information online at
www.ifaw.org/photocontest.

ch 18.
Enter soon, the deadline is Mar

International Headquarters
290 Summer Street
Yarmouth Port, MA 02675
800-932-4329

youtube.com/ifaw
US

Founded in 1969, IFAW (International
Fund for Animal Welfare) saves animals in
crisis around the world. With offices in 15
countries, IFAW rescues individual animals,
works to prevent cruelty to animals, and
advocates for the protection of wildlife and
their habitats.

facebook.com/ifaw

twitter.com/action4ifaw

