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Responding to crisis situations is an important facet of our work. Of 
course, when a disaster strikes the initial focus must be on aid to the 
people who need it. 

For many of those people, losing their pets and livestock is like losing 
family members. When IFAW steps in to rescue and care for their 
animals, we help them overcome their grief and make a new start.

The work we do in the wake of tragedies is important, not only to the 
animals, but also for the people involved.

Azzedine Downes 
Chief Executive Officer
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Mitten Accomplished!

Australia’s native animals are often the 
forgotten victims of disasters, including 
fires. Slow-moving koalas are extremely 
vulnerable. The few who survive a 
bushfire often need intensive care and 
specialist veterinary treatment. IFAW 
works with rescuers, vets and nurses 
around the country to help supply 
training and equipment. 

Koalas with burn injuries need to have 
a special cream applied daily and their 
paws need to be covered while they 
heal. One way they can be protected 
is by wearing special mittens. These 
mittens need changing daily so a good 
supply is critical. 

Australians aren’t the only ones who 
care about koalas. During bushfire 
season, IFAW sent out a call to help 
koalas in a special way – and word 
quickly spread around the world. 

IFAW volunteers pitched in when the call 
went out for handmade koala mittens. 

Crafty Volunteers Come 
to the Aid of Koalas 
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IFAW’s Australia team is hard at work 
trying to save a special group of koalas – 
the Ballina 200. Around 200 koalas face 
local extinction if bulldozers move in to 
clear their habitat for a highway upgrade.

The proposed highway corridor is 
a wildlife hotspot, home to many 
endangered species, including the rare 
long-nosed potoroo. The route also will 
ride roughshod through an important 
indigenous area, decimating sites of 
significant Aboriginal cultural heritage. 

Through persistent campaigning with 
our local partners, Friends of the Koala 
and the Ballina Environment Society, 
we’ve delayed the highway construction. 
We’re asking the government to find an 
alternative route for the highway – and 
save the koalas! 

IFAW supporters responded to Project 
Pouch. They crafted a huge supply of 
lovingly sewn pouches, which proved 
very popular with carers who are using 
them to cradle all sorts of joeys. 

“The constant washing, combined 
with tiny claws attached to small 
wriggling bodies, reduces the liners 
and the pouches to shadows of their 
former glory in no time at all,” said care 
coordinator, Lorraine Yudaeff at Wildlife 
in Need of Care (WINC), a wildlife 
rescue group. “Carers are constantly 
watching pouches disintegrate under 
the influx of joeys. They’re too busy 
with feeding, medicating and washing 
schedules even to put out an SOS, let 
alone sew enough new pouches to 
keep up with the demand.”

To the Rescue 

“Then came IFAW supporters to the 
rescue! We received a large box of 
beautifully made liners and these 
were distributed in record time to very 
relieved and grateful carers. A big thank 
you for that. But for a picture of very 
real gratitude, you don’t need to go 
further than the happy little joey faces 
peeping out from their snug temporary 
homes.”

IFAW distributed the joey pouches 
and koala mittens to carers around 
Australia. 

Some of the mittens were used by 
koalas who were cared for by the 
Adelaide Koala Hospital. 

Klaire, who is around five years old, 
was treated for superficial burns to 
her paws, which healed well. Lesley, a 

slightly older koala, had similar injuries. 
They were released together and their 
progress is being followed via the 
micro-tags on their ears. Lou had a 
third degree burn on her left back paw, 
which took longer to heal. She received 
tender care until her release.

One third of Australia’s native animals  
face the threat of extinction. Bushfires, 
floods, dog attacks and traffic 
accidents are ongoing threats to native 
animals. That’s why IFAW regularly 
supplies wildlife carers with essential 
medicines, food and veterinary support, 
along with training for vets and nurses 
in the care of burn victims. The aim is 
always to help rehabilitate and release 
animals back to the wild.

Klaire, Lesley and Lou were among 
the many burn victims who received 
care, thanks to IFAW supporters. We’re 
so very grateful for the difference you 
make for animals like these.

That was the reason for the call for help. 
In an email to supporters in Australia, 
IFAW asked for volunteers to sew  
koala mittens. 

The response was overwhelming. Many 
news networks in Australia featured 
the request and the news media in the 
United States, United Kingdom, Russia 
and other countries picked up the story. 

Mitten Accomplished 

Koala lovers rallied and sewed mittens. 
Within two days, IFAW was sending a 
new message: “Mitten accomplished!” 

After the success of the koala mittens 
appeal, word came from wildlife 
rescuers that they were in need of cloth 
pouches for orphaned bushfire victims, 
including baby kangaroos, wallabies, 
possums and wombats. The simple 
cotton pouches provide warmth and 
comfort, like being in their mother’s 
pouch. The pouches are changed 
regularly after each feed and up to six 
pouches can be used per animal each 
day. 

IFAW’s Josey Sharrad looks after a 
burned koala wearing mittens.

For joeys with burns, cloth pouches 
are a comforting and safe place to 
rest and recover. 

CAMPAIGNING FOR KOALAS

CLICK HERE TO HELP

http://www.ifaw.org/woadonate_ap
http://www.ifaw.org/united-states/news/amazing-outpouring-mittens-koalas-around-world
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For more than a year, IFAW has helped 
feed and care for more than 1,600 
dogs and cats at three shelters in  
war-torn Ukraine. 

“All 800 hearts in my shelter are 
thankful and forever grateful,” said 
Victoriya Vasilyeva, who runs Shelter 
Pif in Donetsk, Eastern Ukraine. “The 
only way these dogs can survive is with 
your help.” 

A Call for Help 
It all started in June 2014 when a 
shelter volunteer in Donetsk sent a call 
for help to IFAW’s headquarters in the 
United States. Within hours, IFAW’s 
Disaster Response team had a plan in 
place to help feed hundreds of dogs. 

Like other cities in Eastern Ukraine, 
Donetsk was in chaos as the country 
struggled with political conflict that 

resulted in deadly violence. Terrified 
people fled for their lives and many 
had no choice but to leave their pets 
behind. Some dogs were left on 
leashes, tied to their owners’ homes 
and unable to scrounge for food. Dogs 
were abandoned at the shelter’s gates 
and others were found and brought 
there by shelter volunteers. 

Supermarkets in Donetsk used to 
donate surplus meat and fish to the 
shelter, but they no longer could do so. 
In response to the Donetsk request, 
IFAW pledged to feed the shelter’s 
dogs for a month. When a month 
passed, it was clear that they would 
need longer-term support. 

Growing Needs 
The need grew in other cities as well. 
IFAW is helping to feed 500 cats and 
dogs at a shelter in Berdyansk and 300 
cats and dogs at a shelter in Gorlovka. 

In addition to providing food for the 
animals, we’re helping care for cats and 

Animals know nothing about politics 
or national borders, but all too often 
they become victims of war. 

dogs who suffered horrible injuries after 
bomb blasts. A dog named Jennyfer 
survived a bomb that killed her human 
family. She was deafened by the 
explosion and wounded by shrapnel. 
A shelter volunteer brought her to the 
Shelter Pif clinic where she received 
weeks of treatment. 

Herda is a two year old dog who lives 
at the Donetsk railway station where 
the staff cares for her each day. When 
the station was hit by heavy artillery 
killing several people, Herda was 
severely injured but received life-saving 
emergency care at the Shelter Pif clinic. 

When the shelter workers in Donetsk 
asked for more equipment to help them 
care for dogs with war injuries, IFAW 
supplied a sonogram unit and a blood 
analyser system. 

Victoriya of Shelter Pif said the food 
and veterinary equipment IFAW 
supporters provided are “a life-saving 
supply” and “a gift from God.”

Armed Gunmen
Danger and chaos are part of daily 
life for the shelter workers. Armed 

gunmen invaded the Gorlovka shelter, 
stole supplies and beat several of the 
workers. None of the shelter workers 
was badly injured, but a shelter dog 
named Aisya was shot and badly 
wounded. Shelter workers did their 
best to comfort her and calm the other 
dogs until the gunmen left. Aisya pulled 
through emergency surgery and has 
started her long road to recovery.

Shannon Walajtys, IFAW’s Disaster 
Response Manager, told a volunteer at 
the Gorlovka shelter that IFAW would 
help pay for veterinary care for Aisya 
and other animals. 

“I am speechless,” he said. “You really 
want to give the shelter an extra grant 
to save these dogs? That for sure will 
help the shelter to save many more 
lives. Thank you for your kindness!”

Shannon said the workers at the three 
shelters are an inspiration to everyone 
who cares about animals. “We’re 
keeping them in our thoughts and 
prayers,” she said.

Animals don’t start wars, but they can be 
among the victims of human violence. 

Herda received life-saving care at a 
shelter supported by IFAW. 

With help from IFAW, the Gorlovka shelter 
is feeding 300 dogs and cats.

The Innocent Victims of War

To the Rescue

CLICK HERE TO HELP

http://www.ifaw.org/woadonate_ap
http://www.ifaw.org/united-states/news/ukraine-update-armed-gunmen-rough-shelter-staff-shoot-dog
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Grazing fields in the southern district 
were destroyed. At least 91,000 cattle, 
goats and chickens were swept away. 
And when the rains subsided, the 
stagnant and polluted water spread 
disease. The surviving animals needed 
veterinary care, fresh food and water 
and vaccinations. 

IFAW rescuers worked with vets from 
the Malawi Veterinary Association to 
help save the affected animals. Over 
a one-month period, we vaccinated 
3,211 cattle, 126 goats, 554 dogs and 
five cats. 

In a country where animals are 
everything subsistence farmers have, 
the floods brought financial disaster. 
Yet the grace and gratitude of people 
who had lost so much shone through.

Helping Animals 
Helps Recovery

Back-to-back cyclones in Malawi earlier this year 
brought rains so heavy the resulting floods were the 
worst anyone could remember.

Torrential Rainfall
Chile was also hit by heavy rains that 
brought flash floods and landslides to a 
desert region. The torrent swept away 
animals and filled houses and streets 
with mud. Nearly 100,000 people and 
10,000 animals were affected by the 
disaster.

When surviving animals returned after 
fleeing to higher ground, they found 
only the empty shells of their homes. 

Abandoned and Hungry
Working with our local partner, the 
Global Alliance for Animals and People 
(GAAP), IFAW sent vets and feeding 
teams to give urgent care. 

On our first day, herdsmen brought 
over 2,500 cattle for treatment. 

CLICK HERE TO HELP

http://www.ifaw.org/woadonate_ap
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Feature NWD
We helped distribute more than 24 
tonnes of pet food to temporary stations 
set up in the ravaged communities. We 
also helped feed 500 horses, goats and 
sheep in desperate need of hay and 
straw.

Enduring Hardship with 
a Smile
Whenever we respond to a disaster, 
people thank us for our efforts. Many 
times we hear the same message, that 
being reunited with their animals helps 
them pick up the pieces of their life  and 
recover faster.

All of us at IFAW thank you for your swift 
and generous support when people 
and animals are suffering.

As in previous years, we used 
this IFAW awareness day to 
highlight the fact that the Japanese 
Government plans to return to the 
Southern Ocean and hunt whales – 
all in the name of science.  

IFAW wasn’t the only one calling for action; 
we had great support from you.  In fact, 
ahead of National Whale Day, many of you 
sent emails to your local MP and Foreign 
Minister Julie Bishop, telling them that you 
wanted the Australian Government do all it 
can to ensure a permanent end to so-called 
‘scientific whaling’ in the Antarctic, stressing 
that there is absolutely no need to kill whales 
to research them.  

On National Whale Day an amazing 4,500 
of you also petitioned the Japanese Prime 
Minister, Shinzo Abe directly, expressing 
your deep disappointment that the Japanese 
Government plans to resume whaling in the 
Southern Ocean later this year.  

IFAW’s National Whale Day came shortly 
after yet another group of scientists rejected 

Japan’s plans to resume Antarctic whaling. 
Scientists from the majority of countries 
represented at the International Whaling 
Commission’s scientific committee meeting 
echoed the findings of an earlier expert 
panel, which determined Japan had not 
demonstrated the need to kill more whales 
in the name of ‘science’.

Yet with Japan intent on pushing 
ahead, IFAW is calling on the Australian 
Government and conservation-minded 
governments around the world to 
dramatically ramp up the pressure. 

Our call to action was clearly shared by the 
Australian public; with IFAW polling released 
on National Whale Day showing the majority 
of Australians want our Government to do 
more to counter Japan’s plans to resume 
Antarctic whaling.

Sign up for IFAW email alerts at 
www.ifaw.org to find out how you can 
help further in the coming months as 
we seek to prevent yet more whales 
needlessly dying for science nobody 
respects and products nobody wants.

No sooner had we wrapped up 
these rescue missions than a 
terrible earthquake and relentless 
aftershocks killed thousands in 
Nepal. The Worldwide Veterinary 
Service immediately called IFAW 
for help treating injuries to street 
dogs and cats and livestock in their 
communities.

Within two days a team from IFAW 
was on the way to provide medical 
care for dogs, cats and other animals.

The people and animals of Nepal 
will be picking up the pieces of their 
shattered lives for many years.

A Tragedy that 
Shook the World National Whale Day 

In Copiapó, Chile, whole 
communities turned to mud.

IFAW distributed 24 
tonnes of pet food.

This year’s National Whale Day was held on Friday 26 June.

CLICK HERE TO HELP

http://www.ifaw.org/woadonate_ap
http://www.ifaw.org/australia/our-work/whales/national-whale-day-australia
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Five of the tigers have made a new 
home in the Amur region wilderness. 

Two females – Ilona and Svetlaya – and 
a male – Borya – settled into nearby 
nature reserves and thrived. Svetlaya 
even managed to force out a pack of 
wolves so she could reign over her 
territory.

Two other male tigers took different 
paths. Kuzya wandered widely and 
briefly crossed into China. But he 
returned and settled not far from 
Svetlaya. 

However, Ustin swam to an inhabited 
island between Russia and China in 

search of prey. Unfortunately, he killed 
some domestic goats. Then, after 
swimming back to Russia, he wandered 
too close to a Russian village.

He was captured and returned to the 
rehabilitation centre in Primosky Krai to 
protect him from coming into conflict 
with humans.

The other five tigers continue to thrive, 
and we’re hopeful they will remain safe 
and hidden in the Russian forests. We’ll 
continue to monitor their progress on 
our trail cameras.

A Tiger Fairy Tale
You may remember Zolushka (Cinderella), 
from an earlier issue. We’re happy to 
report that she met her prince and spent 
last winter roaming with him. We believe 
she now has cubs hiding in a den in the 
Russian forest. By the time you read this, 
they will probably be getting their first 
lessons in surviving in the wild from their 
very capable mother. 

We will keep you updated on Cinderella’s 
progress with her mate and family.

Cinderella’s handsome prince, Zavetny, 
caught on a remote trail camera.

Finding Their Way
When IFAW released six 
rehabilitated tigers back to 
the wild in Russia, we held 
the same high hopes for their 
success as the first Amur 
tiger we released. You may 
remember her. We named her 
Zolushka, or Cinderella in 
English.

CLICK HERE TO HELP

http://www.ifaw.org/woadonate_ap
http://www.ifaw.org/united-states/news/heels-paws-cinderella-tiger-and-her-rumored-cubs
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Song of the Whale Counts Harbour Porpoises

The UAE Sends a 
Message

And the 
winner is ...

2015 London 
Marathon

Rescued Tigers Swim 
for the First Time

Shipstrikes

The first dedicated survey for harbour 
porpoises in the River Thames, carried out 
by Marine Conservation Research’s Song of 
the Whale (SOTW) with funding from IFAW, is 
yielding promising results.

During the initial research in the Thames 
estuary in March, staff and volunteers 
onboard SOTW used visual and acoustic 
techniques that don’t disturb the porpoises. 
Preliminary results suggest more than 100 
separate detections of the UK’s smallest 
cetacean. 

Data will be used to examine the threats 
porpoises face from human activities and 
help us find ways to protect them in these 
busy coastal waters. More research is 
planned for late September.

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has 
responded to IFAW’s call to destroy more than 
10 tonnes of ivory seized from illegal shipments 
over a number of years. This ivory will never 
find its way into the marketplace.

As the first country in the Middle East to 
destroy its ivory stockpile, it sends out a signal 
that the region will not tolerate a trade that 
causes the mass slaughter of elephants. The 
UAE joins Chad, Kenya, Belgium, France, the 
US, China and Ethiopia who have destroyed 
their stockpiles in the past two years.

UAE authorities have partnered with IFAW on a 
number of occasions to combat wildlife crime.

Michael Vickers – a dedicated IFAW 
supporter in the UK for an incredible 
35 years – is the winner of our 2016 
Calendar Photo Contest.  Michael’s 
stunning photo of a tiger was shortlisted 
from all the beautiful images received 
from around the world, and selected as 
the winner by IFAW supporters voting 
online.  

Michael has always been an animal lover, 
and since retirement he’s been able to 
combine his lifelong passion for big cats, 
particularly tigers, and his interest in 
photography. He’s taken numerous trips 
to India to photograph big cats and raise 
awareness of their plight. His beautiful 
tiger image and commitment to animal 
welfare is a true inspiration. 

Left to right – Lotte, Juanma, Chris, Roland, Bash

We’re so thankful to our fantastic team of 
London Marathon runners, who all completed 
the 42 kms challenge for IFAW.

Our runners were Lotte, Nick (Bash), Juanma, 
Dan, Bethan, Roland and Chris, and together 
they have so far raised more than $19,500 
for IFAW! Roland and Chris turned April into a 
crazy month of fitness challenges culminating 
in the marathon and were even interviewed on 
live television about their exploits.

Two tigers, Carli and Lily, were among the 20 
animals, including lions and bears, that IFAW 
rescued from a failed sanctuary in New York. 
The rescue was one of IFAW’s biggest and 
most challenging animal seizures ever. Carli 
and Lily have settled into their new home  
3,200 kms away at the Safe Haven Rescue 
Zoo in Nevada. 

Safe Haven is located in the desert, so IFAW 
provided a grant to help build five in-ground 
pools for Carli, Lily and other animals. 

The day Lily was introduced to her new pool, 
she dunked her head under water, shook 
droplets from her fur and peered up at the sky 
with pure joy.

IFAW continues to work with the shipping 
industry and Government agencies in New 
Zealand to prevent further whale deaths 
from collisions with ships in the Hauraki Gulf, 
outside of Auckland. 

Just like pedestrians and road accidents, 
speed is the key factor in whether or not a 
whale survives a collision. Since the port 
introduced a voluntary protocol to encourage 
ships to reduce their speed, IFAW has been 
monitoring ships. We are pleased to report 
that speeds continue to decline, making 
the Hauraki Gulf a safer place for the small 
population of Bryde’s whales that live there.

Brief news of IFAW’s recent activities 
and successes around the world

Animal matters

CLICK HERE TO HELP

http://www.ifaw.org/woadonate_ap
http://www.ifaw.org/united-states/news/first-middle-eastern-ivory-crush-uae-sends-message
http://www.ifaw.org/united-states/news/new-speed-restrictions-around-san-francisco-will-save-whales
http://www.ifaw.org/united-states/news/video-rescued-tigers-swim-first-time
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Spotlight Amboseli
Saving Elephants, from Space  

Kenya’s elephants are continually 
under threat from gangs of poachers 
that kill them for their ivory. We often 
only discover poachers are active when 
an elephant’s body is found.  

So a unique partnership between IFAW 
and Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) set 
out to answer the question “how can 
we stop poaching before it happens?” 
The answer, it turns out, may come 
from the heavens.

Information will be collected – some of 
it from satellites – to identify patterns 
behind poachers’ movements and 
activities. And predict when and where 
they may strike next.

When the collated information indicates 
that there’s a threat to elephants, 
rangers will be sent to intercept 
poachers and protect the elephants.

A Community Project

IFAW’s new “tenBoma Project”, 
which takes its name from a Kenyan 
policing philosophy, has an entire 
community working together to protect 
their people and property. IFAW is 
expanding this approach to build 
a network that will use information 
gathered from multiple sources to 
protect wildlife in Kenya’s national 
parks and surroundings.

The rangers are already being supplied 
with the training and equipment 
they’ll need to implement the project. 
The information gathering will begin 
soon and, in a short time, rangers 

Pioneering Ways to 
Protect Elephants

IFAW is launching an 
anti-poaching project to 
protect elephants and other 
wildlife in Kenya’s Amboseli 
National Park.  From 
rangers on foot patrol, to 
satellites in orbit, IFAW will 
use proven methods and new 
technology to protect the 
animals.

will be ready to be rushed to possible 
poaching locations. 

“This partnership makes innovative use 
of the most powerful weapon we have 
in this fight—information,” said IFAW 
CEO, Azzedine Downes.

The tenBoma Project represents 
the latest tool in IFAW’s efforts to 
smash every link in the illegal wildlife 
trade chain. We continue to support 
poaching patrols in Africa, we 
work with INTERPOL and national 
governments on law enforcement, 
we train customs officers in transit 
countries including the Middle East, 
and we conduct demand reduction 
campaigns in China.

Together, these efforts will help ensure 
that future generations will be able to 
enjoy the majesty of wild elephants.

CLICK HERE TO HELP

http://www.ifaw.org/woadonate_ap
http://www.ifaw.org/united-states/node/103265
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Water Woes

Keeping the Wells Full and 
the Animals Safe 
The word “Amboseli” means “dusty” 
in the local Kenyan language. And it’s 
an appropriate name as it’s a very dry 
region. Dust devils – mini tornadoes of 
dirt – are constantly dancing across her 
arid landscape.

As you can imagine, water is a constant 
concern for the animals in Amboseli 
National Park. A drought in 2009 
devastated the elephant population and 
left many young elephants orphaned.

Amboseli lies in the shadow of Mount 
Kilimanjaro and relies on Africa’s 
highest peak for much of its water. 
Rain and snowmelt on Kilimanjaro 
travel through underground rivers and 
springs to feed Amboseli’s natural 
watering holes.  There are also several 
man-made wells.

Those watering holes are prone to 
running out in the dry season. As each 
one dries up, more and more animals 
crowd around the remaining watering 
holes.

Preventing Conflict
The competition for water can create 
conflicts between elephants and 
farmers looking to water their animals.  
Farmers, elephants and livestock have 
been injured in these conflicts, and 
there have even been some deaths.

Preventing these conflicts has become 
one of the key priorities in our efforts to 
protect Amboseli’s animals.

IFAW is working to reduce these 
conflicts in several ways. Our radio-
collar tracking of some elephants is 
giving us critical insights into their 
movements. This helps us determine 

where they and their families go looking 
for water, and when they go.

We’re also funding rangers that 
respond immediately to reports of 
elephants and farmers coming into 
contact. The rangers are able to 
intervene and decide how to prevent 
conflicts.   
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IFAW is also working on building a new 
pipeline to bring water to the ranches 
so that farmers won’t need to bring 
their livestock into the park and into 
possible contact with elephants.

We’re already having success in 
reducing the conflicts over water. With 
your support, we’re hopeful that we 
can keep all the animals satiated  
and safe.

CLICK HERE TO HELP

http://www.ifaw.org/woadonate_ap
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6 Belmore Street 

SURRY HILLS NSW 2010 

1800 00 4329 

info-au@ifaw.org

Founded in 1969, IFAW (International Fund 

for Animal Welfare) rescues and protects 

animals in crisis around the world. With 

offices in 15 countries, IFAW rescues 

individual animals, works to prevent cruelty 

to animals and advocates for the protection 

of wildlife and their habitats.

youtube.com/ifawvideo facebook.com/ifaw twitter.com/ifawau

It’s easy to see why so many compassionate 
supporters choose this way to help suffering 
animals. A gift to IFAW in your Will costs you 
nothing now. It’s the easiest gift you can give 
… yet it’s a gift that will give animals a  
brighter future.

Your Will is a way of showing what’s important 
to you. And all Legacy gifts, whether large or 
small, are a gift of life for animals. 

That’s why including IFAW in your Will is  
one of the most effective ways you can  
help animals.

Amazingly, one in every six of the animals saved and cared for by IFAW 
is thanks to gifts in our supporters’ Wills.

A Legacy of Life 
... the Easiest Gift to Give

For more information about 
including IFAW in your Will 

or 
to tell us you already have, 

please contact Naomi Schofield 
toll-free on 1800 00 4329 

or by email at nschofield@ifaw.org

We’ll be delighted to hear from you.

Which One Will You Save?
Is it this one?

Or this one?
Him?

Or her? Maybe one of 
these two?

http://twitter.com/ifawau
http://twitter.com/ifawau
http://www.facebook.com/ifaw
http://www.facebook.com/ifaw
http://www.youtube.com/ifaw
http://www.youtube.com/ifaw

