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Disasters seem to be 
increasing in frequency and 
ferocity. 

The bushfire season started early in 
Australia ... What many are calling the 
most terrible typhoon ever destroyed 
much of the Philippines ... India was 
struck by cyclones and floods ... 
Europe also faced extreme weather 
conditions that spawned floods ... And 
the US endured floods, hurricanes and 
tornadoes. 

Over the past year, IFAW’s Animal 
Rescue team has responded to 13 
disasters around the world. Here’s a 
recap of some of our efforts.

Urgent Response in the 
Philippines 

Perhaps the worst disaster last year 
was Typhoon Haiyan. IFAW was the 
first international organization able to 
get into the country to help. With our 
partner the Philippines Animal Welfare 

Rushing to Save Lives

This issue truly covers the world of animals you help IFAW protect. 
From the US to Europe to Asia Pacific, IFAW rushes to help wildlife 
and domestic animals in times of disaster. Through a new initiative 
with the United Nations Development Programme in Bosnia, IFAW 
is expanding the concept of humane communities. When whales 
are threatened in their ocean homes, IFAW supports legislation and 
collaborates on innovations to protect them.

All of the animals you’ll read about in this month’s magazine have 
greater chances to survive and thrive, thanks to you.

With sincere gratitude,

Azzedine Downes 
CEO
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a coalition with other animal relief 
agencies to coordinate efforts to 
reach as many animals as possible. 
Through November and December, we 
made three trips to aid the devastated 
communities.

Flood Relief

IFAW rushed to help animals and 
people during a deluge of floods last 
year. 

In June, extreme flooding on the 
Danube and Elbe rivers in Germany 
ravaged hundreds of thousands of 
farmland acres and IFAW staff rushed 
to assist livestock and pet owners. With 
our partner Tiertafel, we distributed 
food and rescued animals. When a 
dam broke in the town of Fischbeck, 
Saxony-Anhalt, IFAW responders 
collaborated with firefighters, police 
and the military to rescue and evacuate 
animals.    

Last September heavy rains caused 
massive floods in 17 communities in 

Society we assessed conditions in 
the worst-hit areas – Tacloban and 
neighbouring areas in Leyte, Samar 
and Cebu. We set up medical clinics 
and gave more than 1,100 dogs, cats, 
pigs, chickens, cattle and horses 
veterinary care, vaccinations to prevent 
disease and lifesaving food and water. 
We provided relief to many people in 
need of food and water as well.

Using our experience following the 
earthquake in Haiti and during other 
large-scale disasters, IFAW formed 

During the bushfires in New South 
Wales a lone koala was found severely 
burned and crying high up in a tree. 
Named Richardson Jane – after 
Richardson Road where she was 
found – she was treated by IFAW vet 
Don Hudson and placed in long term 
care at the Koala Hospital in Port 
Macquarie, NSW.  The great news is 
that Richardson Jane has now been 
released back into the wild.

A little otter named Ollie was the smallest 
patient at our Wildlife Rescue Center in 
India when he was rescued after being 
swept away from his mother during 
a flood. At first the little pup needed 
bottle-feeding every two hours. Now he’s 
learning to swim and fish. Once he can 
feed himself, we’ll move him  
to a rehabilitation center in the 
forest until he grows large 
enough to return to the wild.

Little Miracles

the foothills of the Rocky Mountains in 
Colorado. In a land where horses are 
integral to everyday life, ruined crops 
of hay and grain could have meant 
starvation. An emergency grant from 
IFAW enabled the Colorado Horsecare 
Foodbank to distribute more than 500 
bales of hay and grain ... feeding more 
than 370 horses and over 100 farm 
animals.

Annual floods are increasing in India 
and Pakistan, stranding livestock and 
wildlife. Fortunately a late-year cyclone 
weakened as it made landfall on India’s 
south-east coast and only a few storks 
needed care. But in Pakistan IFAW-

funded partner Ravi Foundation treated 
12,200 animals in medical camps 
following severe floods.

Training for Disasters 
When disasters strike, there’s no time 
to waste, no time for second-guessing. 
Responders must be geared up and 
ready to go. 

“Preparation, and quick and 
coordinated action are key priorities 
to saving lives during disasters,” said 
Shannon Walajtys, IFAW’s Animal 
Rescue Manager. That’s why IFAW 
has established training sessions for 
Emergency Relief Networks in disaster-

IFAW distributed pet food following 
floods in Germany.

A grateful family received hay for their horse.



When Disasters Strike Champions for Animals
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prone areas, to give rescuers the skills 
and supplies they need to respond 
quickly.

In Australia, IFAW worked with the 
Australian Veterinary Association in 
Tasmania to hold a one-day workshop 
for vets and vet nurses in treating 
bushfire affected animals and helped 
produce a training manual to ensure 
that all vets in Tasmania and Victoria 
have best practice guidelines for 
treating burnt wildlife.

At a sanctuary on the outskirts of 
Guwahati, India, IFAW conducted a 
four-day technical workshop for 40 
rescuers where they learned rope and 
water rescue techniques for floods, 
earthquakes and other storms, along 
with disaster management, response 
and recovery.

To date, IFAW has helped more than 
200,000 animals in some of the world’s 
worst disasters, thanks to your caring 
donations. 

During emergencies animals’ lives are 
hanging in the balance. Every second 
can make a difference between life and 
death. That’s when IFAW Champions 
for Animals can make a lifesaving 
difference.

IFAW Champions pledge a regular 
monthly donation to IFAW and this 
steady, predictable support gives us ...

… regular income we can count on to 
act immediately when disasters strike.

… a dependable lifeline for the 
suffering animals that stream into our 
clinics every day.

… resources we can rely on when 
planning for long-term projects to save 
and protect animals.

Our first Champions joined us in 1990 
and since then they have pulled us 

through some of the toughest times 
we’ve faced. 

After terrorist attacks in the USA in 
2001, increased security disrupted mail 
delivery for months. And over the years 
floods, fires and postal strikes in many 
countries have also made it extremely 
difficult to raise funds to support our 
lifesaving projects. 

The regular and reliable monthly 
donations from our Champions helped 
to keep our projects running. That’s 
why IFAW Champions are so vital 
to our mission – there are so many 
animals alive today that might not be if 
it wasn’t for our Champions. 

IFAW’s Champions for Animals really 
do lead the way. And for many, being 
a Champion is the next best thing to 
being there to save the animals.  

Floods … bushFires … tsunamis … hurricanes … earthquakes.

We never know when or where a disaster will strike, but we must be 
ready to provide aid at a moment’s notice.

To ensure you and your pets can 
evacuate during an emergency, store 
these items in a waterproof container 
in a cool, dry area:

•  Copies of vet records, licenses 
and vaccinations in a plastic bag 

•  Pictures of you with your pet, 
kept in a plastic bag 

•  Familiar toys and treats 

• Pet First Aid kit 

• Medications and instructions 

•  Extra lead and collar or harness 
for each animal, with IDs 

•  Pet waste clean-up supplies  
and a small litter box and litter 
for cats 

•  A two-week supply of food  
and water 

• Metal food and water dishes 

• Spoon and can opener  

•  Extra bedding material  
like blankets 

•  Pet wipes to clean  
contaminated feet 

• Cat carrier 

•  Important phone numbers such 
as vet, kennel, emergency clinic, 
hotels that accept pets 

Be sure your pets are wearing 
proper IDs with emergency  
contact information. Replace  
food and medications from time  
to time in accordance with their 
use-by dates.

IFAW’s Champions Lead the Way

To join us as a Champion for Animals 
and provide a regular lifeline for suffering 
animals, visit us online: 

 www.ifaw.org/champions-za

 or call (021) 701 8642.

A special thank you
Many of our readers are IFAW Champions 
for Animals. To them we owe a huge debt 
of gratitude for this very special gift. 

Thanks to our Champions we can act faster 
… and help more animals.

Learning the ropes in India.
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Cats, Dogs and Us

We were touring the town of Sanski 
most, Bosnia, at the invitation of 
the united nations development 
Programme. they had reached out 
to IFaW for help after communities 
identified roaming dogs as one of their 
main security concerns. although the 
residents of many municipalities really 
liked dogs, people were seriously 
frightened of being chased or bitten by 

them. As a result, many dogs suffered 
in overcrowded shelters and some 
people were calling for laws to allow 
culls.

With IFAW’s leadership, the people 
of Sanski Most were willing to sit in 
a room together and have difficult, 
challenging conversations to find 
solutions to their stray animal problems. 

It takes careful thought by all members 
of a community to put a humane 
and sustainable dog management 
plan into action. As a result of IFAW’s 
workshops, people are working 
together, finding humane solutions 
and collecting the data necessary to 
develop a successful plan to improve 
animal and human welfare in their 
community for the long-term.

These workshops are part of IFAW’s 
commitment with the Clinton Global 
Initiative to find humane solutions 
to roaming cat and dog issues in 
communities in Bosnia as well as Chile. 
We believe this is the most effective 
approach to promoting care and 
concern for companion animals around 
the world.

Helping Individual  
Cats and Dogs

Whether cats and dogs are part of a 
larger community concern or suffer 
individually – like a little tabby kitten lost 
on a busy street in Playa del Carmen – 
IFAW promises them better lives. 

Through hands-on veterinary care in 
Mexico, South Africa, Germany and 
Canada, IFAW is preventing illness, 
patching up injuries, and finding 

Creating Caring 
Communities 
for Pets

The little golden pup was as 
cute and innocent as any puppy; 
he should have been playing and 
napping at home. But he’d been 
abandoned at the town dump 
and was hungrily scrounging 
for scraps of food when IFAW’s 
team found him.

permanent, loving homes for cats and 
dogs who have no one else to care for 
them.

In Germany, France and the UK we’re 
also helping pet owners who are facing 
difficulty. In France, IFAW is planning 
a new resource center in Reims that 
will provide cats and dogs who belong 
to homeless people with temporary 
shelter, health care and food. What 
started as the Tiertafel ‘soup kitchen’ 
for pets in Berlin, Germany, grew to 
include veterinary care for pets of 
people struggling to make ends meet. 
The project was so successful, we’ve 
set up a vet practice at Tiertafel’s food 
distribution center in Hamburg. 

In the UK, IFAW’s support of Paws for 
Kids makes safe foster care available 
for pets who belong to women trying 
to escape domestic violence. Many 
women won’t leave an abusive partner 
if they can’t find a haven for their pet. 
Through Paws for Kids, cats, dogs and 
other animals find loving, temporary 
care while women and children seek 
refuge and put their lives back together.

Teaching Kids to Care

“Cats, Dogs, and Us” is this year’s 
theme for IFAW’s Animal Action 
Education programme.

It is reaching more than 5 million 
students, teachers and families 
in 20+ countries and a dozen 
languages. Resource packs for 
grades kindergarten through 8 contain 
classroom lessons and student 
activities, a video, a wall poster, family 
pledge and ‘take action’ guide 



Cats, Dogs and Us The Greatest Gift 
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You save them from ...

Scrounging for scraps of food ...

Disease and death on the streets ...

Illness when owners can’t afford care ...

Abandonment and hopelessness

A Final Act of Compassion
Gifts in Wills – also known as 
legacies or bequests – are often 
used to express what we value 
in life. 

Animals are important to you, so you 
may want to consider a gift to IFAW in 
your Will. Your love for animals can live 
on in the many lives you’ll help save in the 
years to come.

Bequests play an important role in 
IFAW’s lifesaving work for animals. One 
in every six animals we help – cats and 
dogs, tigers, elephants, baby bears, 
whales and dolphins – are saved by gifts 
from our dedicated supporters in their 
Wills.

And it’s not just the wealthy who leave 
legacy gifts. Animal lovers from all walks 
of life help suffering animals in this way. 
Their gifts, whether large or small, ensure 
their love for animals lives on beyond 
their lifetime.

The easiest gift of all …

A legacy gift is often the largest gift 
many people can make – yet it doesn’t 
impact on their savings or standard of 
living during their lifetime. It’s a gift for the 
future.

Including IFAW in your Will is very easy

…  If you already have a Will it can often 
be updated with a simple phone call 
to your attorney. 

…  Here’s what your attorney will need  
to know: 

 •  IFAW is a section 21 non-profit 
company.

 •  Company registration  
# 1995/00535/08.

 •  Legal name is: International Fund 
for Animal Welfare (IFAW) NPC.

 •  Our registered address is:  
3 Steenberg House, Steenberg 
Office Park, Silverwood Close, 
Tokai 7945.

 •  PBO no 930004208

…  If you have a life insurance policy 
you no longer need you can choose 
to make IFAW the beneficiary. Just 
ask your insurance company for a 
beneficiary nomination form.

…  You can also create a legacy gift by 
naming IFAW in a beneficiary form for 
your bank account or retirement plan.

Your legacy can be a final act of 
compassion to care for the suffering 
animals that mean so much to you.

For a free information pack on how to include IFAW in your Will please contact:  
Ronelle Petersen toll-free on (021) 7018642 or by email at rpetersen@ifaw.org.  

We’ll be delighted to hear from you.

customised for local language, culture 
and school curricula.

These materials teach students about 
the characteristics of cats and dogs 
and their needs as companion animals. 
They help students understand the 
responsibilities people have in caring 
for cats and dogs and the many 
different ways people live with these 
animals around the world, from country 
to country and culture to culture.

This year, for the first time ever, the 
European Commission (EC) officially 
endorsed our programme in the 
European Union. This is a testament 
to the quality of the Animal Action 
Education programme. The EC logo on 
IFAW materials will increase the number 
of educators using the programme, 
leading to a generation of Europeans 
better sensitised to animals, their 
welfare and importance to our world. 
      

From individual cats and dogs to entire 
communities, IFAW provides hands-on 
care and humane, long-term solutions 
to end needless suffering and abuse. 
Your kindness spreads compassion for 
cats and dogs all around the world.
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Brief news of IFAW’s recent activities and successes around the world
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Animal  matters

Kenya
Following Elephants’ 
Footprints
IFAW, working with the Kenya Wildlife 
Service and School for Field Studies, fitted 
four more elephants – three males and 
one female – with radio/satellite collars to 
follow their travels in search of water and 
vegetation. These elephants are in addition 
to six fitted with collars earlier in 2013.

We’ve been working together for the past 
year to track elephant populations around 
Amboseli National Park and the surrounding 
areas to determine their needs for space 
and resources, and to help prevent conflict 
between humans and elephants and protect 
elephants from poachers.  

“Collaring these elephants will save the 
lives of both elephants and humans in the 
long run. We can use this information to 
help us prioritize human-elephant conflict 
interventions, as well as save the migratory 
routes that elephants in this area have been 
using for millennia,” said Steve Njumbi, 
IFAW’s Head of Programmes in East Africa.

WorlDWiDe

Bonaire

Crushing Poachers

Deserving Donkeys 

In November, the US Fish & Wildlife Service 
took a strong stand against elephant poaching 
by crushing its six-ton stockpile of seized illegal 
ivory in a powerful ceremony near Denver, 
Colorado. The crush sent the message to 
poachers and traffickers that the US is ready to 
fight back. IFAW – whose Criminal Nature report 
brought worldwide attention to the links between 
poaching, criminal networks and funding for 
terrorism – also played a major role in the crush, 
working closely with officials to organise the 
event and bring in attendees from around the 
globe.

Then in January, the Chinese Government joined 
the ivory crush by destroying over six tons of 
confiscated elephant ivory and ivory products in 
Dongguan, Guangdong Province. The act sent a 
strong signal to consumers and poachers alike 
that ivory consumption is immoral and wrong.

Soon after the Chinese ivory crush, the 
European Parliament voted for an action plan 
and funding to support range states in their fight 
against ivory trafficking. France and Belgium 
also followed suit and crushed their own seized 
ivory. In the UK, IFAW crushed ivory donated by 
supporters when an Illegal Wildlife Trade summit 
was hosted in London.

With more than 500 donkeys wandering the 
Caribbean island of Bonaire, a local donkey 
sanctuary has its hands full trying to provide 
them with food and care. To help ease their 
work, IFAW donated funds to build sturdy 
concrete feeding cribs.

These donkeys were originally brought to the 
desert island in the 17th century by the Spanish 
as work animals. When they were no longer 
needed, they were abandoned.

The kind couple that runs the Donkey Sanctuary 
Bonaire responds to calls about sick, hurt and 
orphaned donkeys all over the island. We were 
happy to help find a feeding solution for the 
neglected animals.

inDiaTwo’s Company

A young rhino named Purabi, who’d been 
separated from his mother during a flood, 
joined another youngster, Doimalo, at our 
rehabilitation enclosure in Manas National Park 
in Assam. Doimalo was found orphaned after his 
mother was killed by poachers and needed the 
company of another rhino to thrive.

They will be hand-raised together until they are 
old enough for release in a couple of years. 
Another male rhino, named Raju, was collared 
and released to the wilderness in Manas 
earlier this year; he’s the fifth rhino successfully 
rehabilitated by IFAW and Wildlife Trust of India 
to this World Heritage Site. Three more rhinos 
will move to Manas soon.

inDiaMore Gibbons Get New Home
Late last year, a sixth family of eastern hoolock 
gibbons was moved from an isolated cluster of 
trees in Dello to Mehao Wildlife Sanctuary, where 
there’s ample forest for these arboreal apes to 
inhabit.

Gibbons are the only apes in India and as the 
forests are depleted they must descend to the 
ground where they’re prone to conflict with 
villagers and threatened by predators. With our 
partner, Wildlife Trust of India, IFAW is committed 
to moving all the stranded gibbon families from 
Dello to Mehao.
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In ProfileAnimal  matters

UniteD 
StateSAmazing Seal Rescue 

Late last autumn, IFAW’s Marine Mammal 
Rescue team received a report from a 
Massachusetts Environmental Police officer 
about a seal entangled in the buoy line of a 
crab pot. The seal was spotted in Pleasant Bay, 
Chatham, near our US headquarters, and was 
struggling to be able to surface for air.

We immediately rushed to the rescue in our 
21-ft. Carolina Skiff. Thanks to the officer 
we quickly located and captured the young 
gray seal. Since it was not a full-grown adult, 
our rescue team was able to lift the seal into 
the skiff, cut the line circling its neck, and 
successfully release it unharmed back to the 
bay.

CSI at IFAW

IFAW’s Animal Rescue and Disaster 
Response team is led by Shannon 
Walajtys, who herself has an extensive 
and impressive career in animal rescue.  
And she also has a skill that makes her 
highly sought-after for animal rescues 
that may involve a crime. 

Shannon’s college studies read like 
an FBI agent’s: Master’s Degree in 
Forensic Science, with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Criminal Justice. She also 
has certifications in Animal Crime 
Scenes, Animal Rescues and prior to 
IFAW worked with the Georgia Bureau 
of Investigation, Department of Defence 
and Department of Justice.  

And like the investigators on the popular 
TV show CSI, Shannon is an expert at 
Crime Scene Investigation. This proves 
very valuable as the evidence she 
collects can result in animal abusers 
being brought to justice. 

Shannon cites Dr. Edmond Locard’s 
exchange principle when talking 
about her work on animal cruelty 
investigations: “When you come into 
contact with another person, place, or 
thing, there is an exchange of physical 
material between them. Therefore, it is 
our job to identify, collect, and analyze 
that physical evidence to present the 
facts in a court of law.”

When disasters strike and 
animals are in distress, IFAW 
is the go-to organization for 
emergency animal rescue.

In cases of animal cruelty and neglect 
– like animal hoarding cases and dog 
fighting rings – Shannon’s arrival often 
marks the moment of change for these 
abused and suffering animals. 

“I see the exchange principle in action 
all around the world through my work 
with IFAW. Everywhere I go there is an 
opportunity to leave a part of us through 
our work while at the same time taking 
away a lesson learned and a smile of 
gratitude from a single animal, dozens 
of animals from a hoarder’s house, or 
starving herds who have lost their entire 
pasture from a fire.”

For many of them, Shannon’s gentle 
touch is the first time they’ve ever been 
shown love and compassion. 

Shannon Walajtys combines her vast experience in 
animal rescues with a forensic science background 
that can help put animal abusers behind bars.

egyptSaving Sharks

As part of our efforts to protect shark 
populations threatened by illegal trade, IFAW 
is educating government officers in Africa and 
the Middle East about threats to sharks and 
law enforcement.

The global fin trade – driven by demand for 
shark fins in Far East markets – is putting 
many shark species at risk of extinction. It’s 
estimated that 70 million sharks are killed each 
year.

In cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Land Reclamation, Ministry of 
Environment and Convention of Migratory 
Species Secretariat, IFAW trained fisheries, 
environment and other government officers 
on regulations in place to protect sharks and 
other marine species, and how to identify 
CITES-listed sharks through their fins at 
customs checkpoints.

The training is part of a worldwide IFAW 
initiative to prevent wildlife trafficking in several 
countries throughout Africa, the Middle East, 
Asia, Oceania and the Caribbean.
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Big Cats in Focus

Saving Lions 
and Tigers 
from Harm

IFAW’s animal rescue, wildlife trade and 
advocacy programmes protect big cats 
in a variety of ways. 

A New Home for Two Lions 

It took a 10-hour trip, but lions Danka 
and Ducey are now in their new home 
at the Cedarhill Animal Sanctuary on 
the border of Mississippi and Alabama. 
IFAW worked with our partners at 
Loving Friends Transport to move the 
two lions from a home in Missouri 
where their private owner could no 
longer care for them. 

An elderly lioness, Danka, strolled 
out of her transport crate and began 
exploring her new, beautiful enclosure. 
Despite some physical limitations 
because of her advanced age, she 
surprised everyone when she began 
playing with a large ball. 

At the sanctuary, Danka and Ducey will 
be cared for by trained professionals 
and get medical care from a nearby 
veterinary school. While it’s not the 
Africa savannah, Danka and Ducey will 
be able to sing and roar in unison with 
the four other African lions sharing their 
territory.

Rescuing Danka and Ducey and other 
animals in need wouldn’t be possible 
without the help of you and other IFAW 
supporters.

A United Effort  

Since 2003, IFAW has rescued more 
than 150 tigers, lions and other big cats 
from private owners or unsanctioned 
roadside zoos. The displaced, unwanted 
or abused big cats are taken to well-run, 
carefully regulated sanctuaries.

To make sure that sanctuaries are 
sharing best practices, IFAW’s Wildlife 
Rescue Division and the Global 
Federation of Animal Sanctuaries 
(GFAS) co-hosted the first-ever Big Cat 
Sanctuary Workshop. Representatives 
from 21 big cat sanctuaries, the United 
States Department of Agriculture, GFAS 
and IFAW met at Carolina Tiger Rescue 
in Durham, N.C., to discuss common 
problems and concerns and to share 
ideas and successes. 

Topics covered at the workshop 
included disaster preparedness, media 
communications and hot topics in big 
cat husbandry, such as providing best 
possible care for geriatric animals.

“Bringing many of the leaders of the 
sanctuary world into the same room 
served to be an immensely worthwhile 
endeavour,” said Kelly Donithan, IFAW’s 
Wildlife Rescue Programme Officer. 

The collective effort will continue after 
the three-day workshop. Attendees are 
creating a system for sanctuaries across 
the country to share information about 
rescues, developments in policy, safety 
regulations, animal care and more.

Protecting Wild Tigers  

The small Asian nation of Bhutan, 
bordered by China and India, is home to 
about 100 tigers. Rangers are trying to 
protect wild tigers from poachers, who 
would kill these beautiful big cats and 
smuggle their skins, teeth and bones 
out of the country. Demand for tiger 
products and skins could leave tigers 
extinct in Bhutan within a decade. 

IFAW is providing rangers with training 
and equipment to help them combat 
poaching and survive at basecamps 
in severe weather conditions at high 
altitude. Training includes classes on 
effective patrolling and ambushing 
techniques, collection and preservation 
of evidence and identification of original 
and fake wildlife articles.

IFAW’s Prevention of Wildlife Trafficking 
training programmes, to combat 
poaching have proven effective in Africa 
and Asia. More than 450 forest rangers 
and officials are being trained and 
equipped in Bhutan.

Around the world, IFAW is working to protect lions, tigers and other 
big cats. They face many threats, including poaching, habitat loss and 
inadequate care when held in captivity by unregulated private owners. 

Trained by IFAW, rangers in Bhutan will protect wild 
tigers from poachers. 

IFAW moved two privately owned lions to a 
sanctuary where they will get professional care. 
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Programme Update   

A Win
for Right Whales

Fortunately the Obama administration 
renewed the US Ship Strike Rule – 
which mandates speed restrictions 
of no more than 10 knots for large 
vessels at key right whale migration 
channels along the East Coast – just 
hours before it was set to expire. This 
is a big win for the mysterious goliaths 
who spend much of their time feeding 
at the ocean’s surface unaware they’re 
in danger from approaching ships. 
Mothers and calves are particularly 
vulnerable to ship strike collisions as 
they spend more time at the surface.

IFAW fought hard to enact this rule 
initially and campaigned down to 
the final hour to ensure its renewal. 
Research shows that when ships travel 
at restricted speeds, the threat of fatal 
strikes to whales falls by 80 percent. 
In fact, no right whales are known to 
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have been killed by vessels within the 
restricted areas since the rule was put 
in place.

Alerting Ships

Since the rule’s inception, IFAW 
has been working with the shipping 
industry to keep captains informed of 
right whale movements along the East 
Coast. 

In collaboration with the Stellwagen 
Bank National Marine Sanctuary, the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, scientists and 
developers, we launched a free iPad 
and iPhone app, called Whale Alert, 
to provide mariners with up-to-date 
right whale locations and speed 
restrictions when they enter right whale 
management areas.

We’ll continue to press for strong 
protections for right whales, who are 
highly endangered. There are only 
about 450 remaining in the world … 
but that’s over 100 more alive than 
before protections increased.

As last year came to a close, 
an important ruling that had 
protected right whales off the East 
Coast of the United States since 
2008 was about to expire. 

Calvin 
the Courageous Whale

Calvin was named after the spirited 
little character in the Calvin and 
Hobbes comic strip because she 
exhibited similar traits to the youngster: 
cleverness, perseverance and 
adaptability. 

Long before IFAW was able to 
implement rules to slow down ships, 
Calvin was swimming along beside her 
mother when tragedy struck. Calvin’s 
mother, Delilah, was struck and killed 
by a ship. Calvin was left an orphan, 
and no one knew whether she would 
survive. But survive she did – in fact, 
she thrived. 

Entangled

But then in 2000, Calvin appeared in 
the Bay of Fundy, Canada, with fishing 
line wrapped around her body and 
trailing in her wake. The unbreakable 
ropes cut into her skin and slowed her 
down. When researchers lost sight of 
her, they feared the worst. 

Again, somehow, Calvin survived. 
She was spotted several months later 
in Cape Cod Bay off the coast of the 
US. A rescue team removed most of 
the ropes, but they couldn’t get them 
all. This is a common problem with 
entanglements, and the rescuers were 
left to hope that Calvin would somehow 
free herself from the rest of the rope. 

Their efforts and wishes were rewarded 
in 2001, when Calvin was spotted 
again, this time rope-free.

The Next Generation  

Now, Calvin herself is a mother. Her 
first calf – named Hobbes – was born 
in 2004. She had her second calf in 
2008. Calvin is consistently sighted in 
and around Cape Cod Bay and the Bay 
of Fundy. She is healthy but scars from 
her entanglement are a reminder of her 
battle for survival.

Calvin’s story has been such an 
inspiration that a group of students 
from Maine (USA) have created a group 
dedicated to protecting right whales. 
And they’ve called themselves “The 
Calvineers.” 

A North Atlantic right whale named Calvin has had a 
difficult life, but she continues to survive and even inspire.

Calvin swimming free.
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South Africa: 
PO Box 30975, Tokai 7966

East Africa: 
ACS Plaza, 2nd Floor 
Lenana Road 
Nairobi 
Kenya

Founded in 1969, IFAW (International 

Fund for Animal Welfare) saves animals in 

crisis around the world. With offices in 15 

countries, IFAW rescues individual animals, 

works to prevent cruelty to animals, and 

advocates for the protection of wildlife and 

their habitats.

Every year we search far and wide for the most beautiful 
animal photos to share with you in the IFAW Calendar. 

Thank you for helping us showcase even more beautiful 
animals in the year ahead.

This year, we want your help. Send us a 
digital photo that you have taken of any 
animal that has moved you with its beauty. 
It can be a portrait of a wild animal in its 
natural habitat or an adorable pet … any 
striking image you think people will enjoy.

Be sure to tell us where you took the photo, 
and include your name for the credit. You can 
read the full rules, and submit your photo and 
information online at: 
www.ifaw.org/photocontest-za.

Enter Our 
Calendar 
Contest
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IFAW
International Fund for Animal Welfare

youtube.com/ifawvideo facebook.com/ifaw twitter.com/action4ifaw
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