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In this month’s feature story, we’re proud to tell you about an 
important new partnership in Zambia that is preparing orphaned 
baby elephants for return to the wild. As poaching reaches epidemic 
proportions, we must do everything we can to combat wildlife crime. 
The article on page 16 tells of recent strides to stop poaching and 
reduce demand for ivory.

There’s also a report on efforts to protect polar bears, beluga whales, 
seals and dogs who make their home in the frigid north … and how 
IFAW’s Masha Vorontsova has won decisive victories for animals in 
Russia.

Every story is a testament to the many ways you better animals’ lives.

With heartfelt gratitude,

Azzedine Downes 
CEO

Contents
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Elephants are so much like us. 
They laugh, cry and even mourn 
their dead family members. 

And sadly, baby elephants who 
have witnessed their mothers killed 
by poachers are known to wake up 
screaming from nightmares.

IFAW has been helping rescue, raise 
and release elephants in India for 
years. Now IFAW’s new partnership 
in the African nation of Zambia aims 
to do the same for African orphaned 
elephants.

Game Rangers International (GRI) has 
been saving baby elephants through 

the Zambia Elephant Orphanage 
project since 2007. With ongoing 
critical support from The David 
Shepherd Wildlife Foundation, and 
working in partnership with the Zambia 
Wildlife Authority, the orphanage has 
already rescued 13 orphaned baby 
elephants.

Last year, elephants in Zambia’s Kafue 
National Park came under attack 
from poachers greedy for ivory. GRI 
was forced to use orphanage funds 
to protect the park and they were 
concerned that the poaching would 
lead to more orphans. They urgently 
contacted IFAW, and emergency grants 

Saving Zambia’s 
Orphaned Elephants
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a road, her right back leg paralysed 
by an horrific axe wound to her spine 
after a vicious attack by an unknown 
assailant. 

The round-the-clock care given by the 
Orphanage’s keepers and vets has 
helped Suni regain some use of her leg, 
but she still is not able to walk normally. 
We’re keeping our fingers crossed that 
her constant care will result in a full 
recovery.

A Mothering Presence

The vets and keepers at the 
Orphanage are incredibly dedicated 
and skilled. From the moment an 
orphaned elephant first arrives, a 
keeper becomes their constant 
guardian and companion. 

The keepers bottle-feed the elephants 
every 3 hours, teach them how to 
interact with other elephants and even 
sleep next to them. They could never 
replace an orphaned baby’s mother, 
but the baby elephants would never 
make it without the keepers’ devoted 
care. 

The vets also keep constant watch 
over the elephants, closely monitoring 
their growth and treating any injuries 
or illnesses to make sure the elephants 
remain as healthy as possible.

Growing up Elephant 
The elephants at the Zambia Elephant 
Orphanage Project go through three 
phases as they grow up. The first is 
the Lilayi Elephant Nursery where the 
youngest orphans are brought and 
carefully raised by the keepers. This is 

were provided to GRI to help secure 
the park. We’ve since committed 
£140,000 to the project to help raise 
the orphaned elephants.

The Orphanage provides a nurturing, 
mothering presence for the orphaned 
elephants. And they really need that 
love and mentoring. Each of the 
orphans has a heartbreaking story.

Musolole and Suni 

“Musolole” was orphaned at only 6 
months old after a poacher shot and 
killed his mother. He wandered alone 
for days and when he was found, he 
was severely dehydrated and covered 
in sores.

Musolole was rescued and brought to 
the orphanage. The expert care and 
devotion of the Orphanage staff saved 
his life and I’m happy to report that 
Musolole’s health is improving. 

“Suni” hasn’t been as quick to heal. 
She was found dragging herself along 

With Your Help, a 
History of Success
Thanks to your generous support, IFAW 
has had success after success in helping 
rescue, raise and release elephants back 
into wild, protected areas. In projects 
spanning Africa and India, IFAW has 
helped restore and protect the parks 
that elephants and other animals now 
call home. And we’re helping create 
protected corridors between parks to 
allow elephants to safely travel their 
traditional migratory routes.

Last July, IFAW signed a lease 
agreement with Maasai communities 
near Amboseli National Park. The lease 
creates a protected corridor for elephants 
to travel their traditional migratory 
route across Kenya’s border and into 
Tanzania. The agreement honours 
Maasai community values, as they’ve 
been protecting elephants and wildlife in 
Amboseli for nearly 300 years.

All of these efforts are made possible 
through your caring and support.

Suni can now walk thanks to a special brace.

where they learn the essential foraging 
and social skills they’ll need to resume 
life in a wild elephant herd.

Once the orphans have been weaned, 
they are ready to be moved to a facility 
on the edge of Kafue National Park. 
The proximity of the park means that 
the orphans are able to browse in the 
park and mingle with wild elephants. 
The orphans practice the skills they’ve 
learned and gain independence 
quickly, while losing their reliance on 
their human handlers.

Finally, once the elephants are fully 
independent, they will reintegrate into 
the wild herds at Kafue.

Every Life Matters

The process from first rescue to final 
release can take up to seven years. 
It’s a lot of hard work, but as elephants 
across Africa continue to be illegally 
hunted for their ivory, it’s critical that 
we continue to save as many elephants 
as possible.

We never lose sight of the fact that 
every single one of the animals is a 
living, breathing being, capable of joy 
and pain. 

thank you for helping us give these 
orphans a second chance.

We are very excited about this new 
partnership to help Zambia’s orphaned 
elephants. It’s a wonderful addition to 
IFAW’s overall efforts to save elephants 
around the world.
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Yet this crystal world is undergoing 
drastic change due to climate change 
and gas and oil exploration. Threats 
are mounting for the animals of the 
North and IFAW is taking preemptive 
steps to protect the animals – polar 
bears, seals, whales and the domestic 
dogs of the north.

Protecting Polar Bears 

Global warming is causing a record 
melting of Arctic sea ice, which polar 
bears depend on to mate and to hunt 
for food. With the increasingly late 
formation of sea ice, polar bears are 
forced to live on land and forage for 
food in the tundra and the rubbish 
dumps. 

IFAW policy teams are working at the 
highest levels of government to save 
the last of the world’s polar bears, 
estimated now to be between 20,000 
and 25,000 individuals left in the wild. 

Saving the “Smiling” Whale 
of the North 

The beautiful white whale or beluga 
is often called the smiling whale due 
to its expressive upturned mouth. 
Beluga whales (named for the Russian 
word for white) are very sociable often 
forming pods of up to 25 and have 
been seen in pods of over a thousand.

For almost two decades, IFAW’s 
Moscow office has been working under 
the leadership of Director Dr. Masha 
Vorontsova (see page 9) to protect 
Russian belugas in the wild. 

Following years of research and 
advocacy on behalf of the belugas, we 
have received news that the Russian 
Ministry of Natural Resources intends 

to establish a protected habitat area 
on the coast of the White Sea in 
Solovetsky, Russia. This will include a 
“beluga whale nursery” where mother 
whales bring their young each summer. 

Pushing for Final Victory to 
End the Harp Seal Hunt 

IFAW supporters have been in the 
forefront of the fight to save the harp 
seals since the earliest days of IFAW 
when our founder, Brian Davies, walked 
onto the Canadian ice floes where 
thousands of baby whitecoats were 
being clubbed to death for their fur and 
vowed to end the horror. Around the 
world, supporters donated and raised 
their voices and IFAW was instrumental 
in closing down the commercial 
whitecoat hunt in 1987. 

Sadly, slightly older seal pups who 
have shed their white coats are still 
being hunted despite the fact that 

One of the world’s most beloved cetaceans.

species. Your donations are helping 
to support our lifesaving work for the 
polar bears and we are very grateful.

Saving the Animals
of the North

The land in the Arctic at 
this time of year – pristine 
white for miles – is as 
striking and as magnificent 
as its animal inhabitants.

In the US, after years of work by IFAW, 
we are gratified by a recent court 
decision which upholds the existing 
bans on the importation of polar bear 
trophies from Canada to the US. This 
ban drastically reduces the incentive for 
“sport” hunters to kill the bears. 

In Russia, our work contributed to a 
hunting ban and we are hard at work 
on an import ban. 

Additionally, we have initiated a call 
to action to the President of the 
European Union Environment Council 
to restrict the imports of polar bear fur, 
trophy heads, paws and parts to help 
conserve the diminishing populations 
of bears. 

In Canada – home to three-quarters 
of the remaining polar bears and a 
country that still allows sport hunters to 
kill them – our supporters are calling on 
the Prime Minister to protect this iconic 
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Dogs of the North 
Are Saved, too! 

In the James Bay Cree communities 
in the remote reaches of northeast 
Quebec Canada, roaming dogs are 
often perceived as a health and safety 
risk. Each year IFAW takes a committed 
team of vets and educators to provide 

services to six of these distant 
communities. We set up veterinary 
clinics where our vet teams perform 
spay/neuter surgeries, vaccinate 
against deadly parvovirus, distemper 
and rabies and treat dogs for wounds 
and injuries.

Our community work helped 626 dogs 
this year, including sweet natured 
Twiggy – a young, female lab cross 
who was found wandering the streets, 
emaciated and suffering from chronic 
diarrhoea. A teacher in the community 
phoned Jan Hannah, IFAW’s Project 
Manager, and Jan arranged for Twiggy 
to come south for veterinary surgery. 
It turned out that Twiggy had a badly 
broken pelvis that had healed on its 
own but was pressing into her colon. 

This is the kind of agony dogs without 
veterinary care suffer from and why it 
is so important that we continue and 
expand our Northern Dogs programme.

Dr. Maria (Masha) Vorontsova 
is IFAW’s Regional Director for 
Russia and the Commonwealth 
of Independent States.

“In a country that crosses 11 time 
zones, from Eastern Europe to 
the Pacific Ocean, I need to have 
widespread contacts and I have to 
understand the cultural and behavioural 
differences of each region in order to 
achieve results,” she said. 

Masha established IFAW’s office in 
Russia in 1994, but her love for animals 
goes back to her childhood. 

Born in Moscow, she grew up 
in Akademgorodok, a university 
campus and community of scientific 
researchers in the city of Novosibirsk. 
“At home we had all kinds of pets: 
cats, dogs, jerboas, a badger,” Masha 
said. “There were always kids coming 
around to look at our pet donkey, the 
only donkey in all of Siberia.” 

“From the age of 10, there was no 
doubt that I would study biology,” 
she said. 

Masha earned a Ph.D. and became a 
marine biologist, but eventually decided 
to give up research to work for IFAW. 
“I was impressed by IFAW’s ability to 
mobilise people and deliver results,” 
she said. “IFAW unites people to do 
good things for animals.”All our protection for the animals of the North is thanks to you.

Twiggy’s story has a very happy ending!  
She now lives with a loving couple, a dog 
brother Bailey, and two cats.

IFAW’s Masha Vorontsova

Leading IFAW’s Office in 
the World’s Biggest Country 

30 countries have a ban on their fur 
and parts. Our seal protection team 
is supplying scientific data and video 
evidence of cruelty to support and 
hold the crucial European Union ban 
against a challenge in the World Trade 
Organisation. 

Further, our China office has provided 
information to the government agency 
overseeing the import of seal products 
to urge for a ban of seal fur and meat. 

This is IFAW’s founding campaign and 
we will continue to fight until this cruel 
hunt is ended once and for all. 

Masha’s successes with IFAW include 
leading campaigns that resulted in 
bans on hunting hibernating bears, 
baby harp seals in the White Sea and 
beluga whales in the Sea of Okhotsk. 
She successfully pushed for increases 
in penalties for poaching tigers. 
Masha also helped expand the Bear 
Rescue Centre, which has rescued, 
rehabilitated and released more than 
170 orphan bear cubs back to the wild.

When offshore oil and gas pipelines 
were proposed in the crucial feeding 
grounds of the critically endangered 
western gray whale at Sakhalin Island, 
Masha’s team convinced the oil 
companies to move the pipelines. 

These victories didn’t come easily,  
but Masha said, “It’s extremely 
important to believe that the right  
thing can be done.”
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Animal  matters

EcuadOr

IcEland

A Bright Future in 
the Clouds

Whale Meat Rejected

When Azul, a six-month-old Andean bear cub, 
was rescued from a small community in Bolivar, 
vets had to immobilize him to remove the heavy 
chains and ropes that had held him captive. 

He was rushed to the Andean Bear Conservation 
Project and IFAW provided an emergency grant to 
feed the malnourished bear and two others at the 
Centre.

We hope to release him back to his cloud forest 
home. With as few as 2,400 Andean bears 
remaining in the wild, they need  
all our help to survive.

Last June, Iceland’s lone remaining whaler 
began slaughtering this endangered species 
again after a three-year hiatus. He tried to 
market the meat to Japan, his only customer but 
the whale meat was rejected from ports along 
the route and eventually returned to Iceland to a 
chorus of protests. 

IFAW’s ‘Meet Us Don’t Eat Us’ campaign 
continued to inform Iceland’s summer visitors 
about whaling and encouraged them to go 
whale watching and avoid eating whale meat. In 
addition, our ‘Whale Friendly Restaurants’ scheme 
saw around 50% of the country’s restaurants 
declare they would not serve whale meat.

IFAW supporters 
ask “What’s the 

Point” of whaling.

Azul’s favorite food is avocados.

MalawIA Solution for 
Elephants and People
Liwonde National Park is home to hundreds 
of elephants, rhinos, hippos, antelope and 
bird species. However, poaching threatens 
the animals’ survival as the dense human 
communities that surround Liwonde struggle 
to eke out a living.

To reduce poaching and illegal fishing, IFAW 
partnered with Malawi’s Department of 
National Parks and Wildlife to create a fish 
farm in the Shire River and a boundary fence 
at the edge of the park. This solution provides 
fish for the community and prevents elephants 
and villagers from coming into conflict.

At the opening event, IFAW President 
Azzedine Downes said, “The launch of the 
Chikolongo Community Fish Farm is a first 
step in providing an alternative livelihood 
opportunity to a community which, until now, 
has relied heavily on Liwonde National Park 
for water and food security.” 

Other partners in the fish farm include the 
Government of the Republic of Malawi, the 
Federal Government of Germany and the 
Microloan Foundation. Funding for the project 
was made possible by the German Embassy 
and IFAW through the generosity of our 
donors.

unITEd 
KIngdOMAnimal Award 

Winners
Animal heroes from around the UK have been 
recognised for their outstanding work with IFAW 
Animal Action Awards. The annual ceremony at 
the House of Lords was presented by naturalist 
and broadcaster Bill Oddie.

The nine winners ranged from renowned 
conservationist Ian Redmond for his work to 
protect gorillas, elephants and other wildlife, to 
Barbara Mladek, who rescues former battery 
and commercially farmed hens.

An animal bravery award went to Geo, a 
German Shepherd-Collie cross dog who 
suffered horrific injuries when he pushed his 
young owner out of the path of a runaway lorry 
and took the full impact himself.

IndIaRhino Baby Boom
Last summer, we were ecstatic when we 
discovered a third baby rhino born to a 
female rehabilitated at IFAW’s Wildlife Rescue 
Centre and released to the wild. Our work to 
reintroduce rhinos to Manas National Park in 
Assam – where they’d been wiped out during a 
decade of turmoil – began in 2002. One of the 
babies born last year was the offspring of the 
first rhino saved.

This is historic proof that rescued rhinos can be 
returned to the wild and thrive. We’re happy to 
see such promising results of a decade of hard 
work protecting rhinos in India.
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Huntsman David Parker of Seavington 
St Mary, Ilminster pleaded guilty to the 
Hunting Act offence which took place 
in Dorset in January 2013. He was 
sentenced to pay a £500 fine, £500 
costs plus a £50 victim surcharge.

The court heard that two wildlife crime 
investigators from IFAW were filming 
the hunt on the Dorset/Somerset 
border when they saw a fox bolt from 
a scrub area where hounds were 
searching. The Huntsman blew the 
horn and engaged the hounds in 
chasing the fox. The hounds were not 
called off by the Huntsman and the 
pursuit ended at an earth (underground 
den). The footage aired in court clearly 
shows the fox fleeing across the field, 
with the hounds following shortly after.

The evidence was gathered by IFAW’s 
wildlife crime investigators using state 
of the art equipment and forensic 
techniques which they implement 
to monitor hunt parties for signs of 
illegal activities. The footage was then 
analysed and the case was handed 
over to the RSPCA for consideration 
and the decision was made that there 

As a result of damning evidence 
gathered by IFAW’s hunt 
monitors, the Huntsman of the 
Seavington Hunt pleaded guilty 
to an offence of hunting a fox 
with dogs at Yeovil Magistrates’ 
Court in September 2013.

was sufficient and clear evidence to 
proceed with a prosecution.

On the day the case came to court, 
given the evidence stacked against 
him, the Huntsman decided to plead 
guilty, which was an excellent result 
for the RSPCA and IFAW and all those 
across the country who oppose the 
cruel and outdated practice of hunting 
animals for sport.

Thanks go to our loyal and hardworking 
wildlife crime investigators who are out 
in the field braving all weathers and 
hostile treatment from Hunt supporters 
to gather the evidence to prosecute 
such law breakers.

The Hunting fraternity needs to take 
note that their actions will not go 
unseen and unpunished.  IFAW’s 
monitors will remain vigilant to ensure 
anyone committing such offences is 
brought before the court.

Your steadfast support helped make 
this victory possible.

IFAW evidence leads to successful 
prosecution under the Hunting Act

UK Update

BOsnIaHumane Solutions for 
Dogs and People

When communities in Bosnia 
reported dogs on their streets 
as a threat to human security, 
the United Nations Development 
Programme asked for IFAW’s advice. Our 
experience around the world shows that there 
is no single solution to the problems caused by 
roaming dogs and how they suffer as a result. 
In fact people differ hugely in how they perceive 
and tolerate dogs, so we’ve developed 
participatory workshops to help communities 
find local strategies to improve the welfare of 
both people and dogs. 

When leaving the first two workshops, in 
Lopare and Sanksi Most, people said they had 
a better understanding of their community’s 
concerns about dogs and what they can do 
to help. They also felt more positive that things 
can change for the better and personally 
committed to making a difference. This is a 
great position from which to move forward! 
We’ll return in a few months to help them 
choose the right combination of humane and 
sustainable tools for their towns and help them 
get started. Steve Jenkinson of Your Dog 
Magazine accompanied us and you can read 
his full report in February’s edition. 

Animal  matters

MEdITErranEanA Whale of a 
Discovery

Last summer, the scientific crew onboard 
IFAW’s Song of the Whale research boat 
sighted the first live harbour porpoise in 
Aegean waters since 1997. Several more 
harbour porpoises were seen during the 
voyage, including a mother and calf – an 
indication that porpoises use this region to 
breed.

The vessel then headed south of the Turkish 
coast to listen to and track sperm whales. 
These whales are frequently hit by ships 
and killed, or disturbed by noise pollution 
from the ever-increasing ship traffic in the 
Mediterranean.

Before setting off on its vital mission, Song of 
the Whale was visited by His Serene Highness 
Prince Albert II of Monaco.
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Cheryl Lewin was a secret 
IFAW supporter. She hadn’t 
always been that way.

She sent us her first donation of £25 
way back in 1988, and 4 years later 
Cheryl gave another gift of £10. Her 
third and last donation was £100 in 
1997. Sadly after that we lost touch 
with her.

But Cheryl hadn’t  
forgotten IFAW!
We learned recently that Cheryl 
passed away in October 2012 and 
had left a very generous gift to IFAW 
in her Will. To those that knew her this 
was no surprise as Cheryl had been 
passionate about animals all her life.

Of course, we’re extremely grateful to 
Cheryl for her legacy gift and all that 
she has helped us do for animals. 
But we also regret that we never had 
the opportunity to get to know her 
better and acknowledge her legacy 
gift and thank her for her kindness and 
compassion.

Cheryl is not alone ...
“Secret supporters” like Cheryl aren’t 
unusual. You might be surprised 
to learn that almost 8 out of every 
10 legacy gifts we receive are from 
supporters who didn’t inform us they 
were leaving a gift to IFAW in their Will. 
In fact some supporters, like Cheryl, 
may not have actively supported 

us for a while – but they never 
forgot how IFAW gave them the 

opportunity to make the world a 
better place for animals.

Please share 
your secret ...
If you’re planning to leave a gift to IFAW in 
your Will, please let us know. We really would 
like to be able to thank you for your generosity 
and compassion.

To let us know you have included IFAW in your 
Will, or for information on how you can include 
IFAW in your Will, please contact:

Leanne Beaton on 020 7587 6736 
or by email at lbeaton@ifaw.org.

We’ll be delighted to hear from you.

Legacy gifts help 1 in every 6 of the 
animals we save.

All legacy gifts, large and small, enable 

us to do more to help animals in need.

It would have been so nice to thank 
them and explain how their gift would 
mean the difference between life and 
death for so many animals. We could 
have kept them informed about our 
projects and shown them how their 
gift would provide more treatment for 
suffering cats and dogs at our free 
clinics … more protection for wildlife 
threatened by poachers … and help 
rescue or protect more animals from 
disasters.

Linked by a passion 
for animals ...
Another thing we’ve learned about 
our “secret supporters” over the years 
is that most of them aren’t wealthy. 
What they do have in common is a 
love and compassion for animals and 
a willingness to do something to help 
animals in need. And by leaving a gift 
to IFAW in their Wills they were able to 
give more than they could during their 
lifetime. 

Legacy gifts like Cheryl’s are so 
important to our lifesaving work 
around the world. In fact, it’s one of the 
most effective ways you can help the 
animals. Already 1 in every 6 animals 
we save is the direct result of gifts 
caring people have left to IFAW in their 
Wills. 

Of course, one of the big advantages 
of including a gift to IFAW in your Will is 
that it doesn’t have any impact on your 
financial situation now … it’s a gift for 
the future. 

It’s a gift of life to animals in need.

Are you 
a secret
supporter?



   InternatIonal Fund For anImal WelFare      page 17page 16

Programme Update

Poaching fuels a multi-billion dollar global industry that is now, by 
some estimates, the fourth-largest criminal activity on the planet. 
IFAW is on the frontlines of the battle against illegal wildlife trade, and 
we’re thrilled to share news of some recent successes. 

Obama Strikes Back Against Poaching 
President Obama infused the wildlife 
community with excitement and hope during 
his state visit to Tanzania. In a major speech, he 
announced that the US government will elevate 
its fight against poachers and illegal animal 
traffickers. 

Obama pledged to establish a Presidential 
Task Force on Wildlife Trafficking. The US 
Department of State will provide $10 million for 
training and technical assistance in Africa to 
combat illegal wildlife trafficking. 

For elephants, big cats, rhinos and other 
hard-hit victims of the international poaching 
epidemic, President Obama’s new policy could 
mean the difference between extinction and 
survival. A strengthened commitment by the US 
to end the illegal trade of wild animals will help 
make the world safer for these iconic creatures.

Clintons Support Elephant Protection 
At a meeting with international animal welfare 
organisations, former Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton promised to do whatever she 
can to protect elephants and other species 
from illegal wildlife trafficking. 

“Mrs. Clinton showed a genuine passion for 
taking on the issues of illegal wildlife trafficking 
and poaching,” said Kelvin Alie, director 
of IFAW’s Wildlife Trade Programme, who 
represented IFAW at the meeting at New York’s 
Central Park Zoo.

Two months later, Secretary Clinton and 
Chelsea Clinton joined a coalition of non-
governmental organisations and heads of state 
to announce a new Clinton Global Initiative 
commitment: A Partnership to Save Africa’s 
Elephants. 

Azzedine Downes, IFAW President and CEO, 
attended the announcement of a partnership 
among IFAW and 15 other organisations. A 
three-pronged approach – stop the killing, stop 
the trafficking and stop the demand – aims to 
halt the decline of African elephants by the end 
of 2016. 

Changing Attitudes in China 
In Chinese, elephant ivory is called Xiang Ya 
(elephant tooth). For many people, the name 
led them to believe that ivory tusks, like a 
person’s teeth, fall out naturally. IFAW launched 
the “Mum, I’ve got teeth” ad campaign to 
explain that ivory products come from dead 
elephants and to encourage consumers to 
reject elephant ivory. 

The ads worked. After exposure to the 
campaign, past buyers of ivory were asked if 
they would buy it again. The number who said 
they might buy ivory dropped from 18% to 8%. 
Those saying they will definitely not buy ivory 
increased from 33% to 66%.

“The main reason given for not purchasing ivory 
in the future is that they feel remorse because 
elephants are being killed,” said Grace Ge 
Gabriel, Asia Regional Director for IFAW.

Other important components of demand 
reduction work in China include giving 
government agencies intelligence on illegal 
outlets (both online and brick and mortar) 
and encouraging the government to increase 
enforcement of existing laws and pass new, 
more stringent ones.

IFAW Teams with INTERPOL 
Dozens of arrests in five countries were the 
result of Operation WENDI, part of IFAW’s 
ongoing collaboration with INTERPOL. 
Operation WENDI aimed to dismantle 

networks of ivory and rhino horn traffickers in 
10 countries in Central and West Africa. The 
operation resulted in 66 arrests in five countries 
(the Republic of Congo, the Central African 
Republic, Guinea, the Ivory Coast and Liberia); 
the seizure of 50 ivory tusks and 3,198 ivory 
items; and the recovery of 222 live animals. 

Since 2006, IFAW has partnered with 
INTERPOL to fight wildlife crime. In addition, 
IFAW has trained more than 2,945 rangers, 
customs officers and wildlife law enforcement 
officers around the globe to identify and stop 
illegal wildlife products and smuggled animals 
before they cross borders.

The stroke of a pen advanced IFAW’s efforts 
to combat global wildlife crime. The document 
IFAW CEO Azzedine Downes signed at 
INTERPOL’s international headquarters in 
Lyon, France, is the first-ever Memorandum 
of Understanding signed by INTERPOL’s 
Environmental Crime Programme with a non-
governmental organisation. The agreement 
sets up a framework for IFAW and INTERPOL 
to extend their collaboration in fighting wildlife 
crime, especially crime related to the illegal 
killing of elephants, rhinos and tigers and 
trafficking in products made from them.

The Fight Goes On 
Your generous donations help IFAW fight 
poaching, a struggle that will go on until every 
animal is safe. 

President Obama 
announced a new 
effort to protect 
wildlife from illegal 
trafficking. 

Crackdowns on wildlife traffickers 
led to dozens of arrests. 



koala was so severely burned it had to 
be euthanized.

IFAW also provided local koala vet Don 
Hudson with medical supplies and 
rehabilitators with special burns cream 
and bandages to look after animals 
long-term. More animals were expected 
to wander into backyards seeking 
refuge and food for weeks to come.

We fear this is the start of a bad 
bushfire season, but with your help 
IFAW will continue to assist injured  
and displaced animals.

 

Tragedies Rock Philippines
In October, a 7.1 magnitude earthquake 
struck the island of Bohol, Philippines, 
causing extensive damage and loss of 
human life there and in neighbouring 
Cebu. IFAW and our partner 
organisation Philippines Animal Welfare 
Society (PAWS) traversed unstable 
roads amid aftershocks to assess 
animal needs and hand out dog and cat 
food for pets of displaced residents. 

   InternatIonal Fund For anImal WelFare      page 19page 18

To the Rescue   

Racing from One 
Disaster to the Next

Super Cyclone in India
When Tropical Cyclone Phailin gathered 
strength off India’s east coast, over 
900,000 residents were evacuated 
leaving animals to face the storm and 
resulting floods. Thousands of cows, 
goats and dogs suffered, along with 
Openbill storks who were injured by the 
heavy rains.

With our partner Wildlife Trust of India, 
IFAW activated Emergency Relief 
Networks – consisting of more than 400 
animal rehabilitators – for rescue efforts 
across the region.

IFAW’s mobile veterinary units treated 
several thousands of animals for 
cyclone related ailments – including 
rhinitis, stress-induced foot and mouth 
disease, muscle strains, hypothermia, 
starvation, broken bones and more. 
They also distributed food and mineral 
supplements to livestock in villages in 
dozens of the hardest hit areas.

As migrating birds were unable to find 
nesting sites, IFAW mobilised hundreds 
of vets and veterinary students to 
rescue and care for the birds, many 
of them helpless fledglings who were 
thrown from their nests during the storm 
and heavy rains.

Early Fires in Australia
The bushfire season started early in 
New South Wales, Australia, last year. 
Soaring temperatures and high winds 
ignited a series of fires across the 
state, the Hunter Valley and the Blue 
Mountains being the worst hit.

IFAW’s wildlife campaigner Josey 
Sharrad joined local partners Native 
Animal Trust Fund and the Hunter Koala 
Preservation Society on ‘black walks’ of 
the fire grounds to search for surviving 
wildlife in the Hunter. There are few 
survivors in disasters like this but the 
team rescued and provided care for 
four koalas, including a baby orphan, 
wallabies and possums. Sadly, another 

In one day alone, we fed 70 dogs and 
25 cats, and distributed bottled water 
to pet owners living in makeshift tents in 
open fields. 

A few weeks later, Typhoon Haiyan 
– one of the most terrible storms 
ever – slammed into the islands killing 
thousands. IFAW teams immediately 
deployed to provide aid to surviving 
animals and people.  
 

A Leader in Disaster Response
By the time you read this article, no 
doubt IFAW will have responded to 
many more floods, earthquakes, fires 
and catastrophic storms. Often working 
alongside human relief agencies, IFAW 
provides lifesaving veterinary care, 
medicine and food to companion and 
farm animals … and reassurance 
to families who often have only their 
animals left to comfort them during 
hardship.

A leader in animal rescue and response, 
IFAW has established Emergency 
Relief Networks in disaster hot spots 
around the world to ensure relief can be 
delivered quickly and efficiently.

When natural disasters threatened human and animal lives, 
IFAW rushed to save them.

IFAW-supported vets administered 
vaccines and antibiotics to animals 
affected by floods.

Vet Don Hudson 
treats a koala 
rescued from 
the fires.

IFAW and PAWS rushed food to dogs and cats.
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Founded in 1969, IFAW (the International 

Fund for Animal Welfare) saves animals in 

crisis around the world. With offices in 15 

countries, IFAW rescues individual animals, 

works to prevent cruelty to animals, and 

advocates for the protection of wildlife and 

their habitats.

www.ifaw.org

First place art contest winner Ethan 
R. with Matt (right).

Grammy award-winning musician 
Matt Sorum (of Guns N Roses and the 
supergroup Kings of Chaos) and his 
Adopt the Arts Foundation have joined 
with IFAW’s Animal Action Education 
programme to help teach children 
about animal welfare through art. 

last year, in partnership with the los 
angeles unified School district (lauSd), 
the second largest school district 
in the uS, IFaW and adopt the arts 
launched an elephant-themed education 
programme and art contest in 600 los 
angeles elementary schools. this year, 
the trio is working together again to bring 
IFaW’s new cats and dogs education 
programme to lauSd classrooms, 
which will culminate in a public exhibition 
next spring. 

“Music and art are my life, and animals 
have always been important to me,”  
matt said. through IFaW, matt has  
found a perfect opportunity to unite  
these two passions.

Rocker Loves 
Elephants P
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Listen to “For the Wild Ones” – Matt Sorum’s 
song about endangered species – from his 
new album “Stratosphere.”

youtube.com/ifawvideo facebook.com/ifaw twitter.com/ifawuk

http://www.youtube.com/ifaw
http://www.facebook.com/IFAWHQ
http://twitter.com/ifawuk
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