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We often share success stories about animals saved from cruelty 
and suffering highlighting our hands-on rescue, veterinary 
treatment and care. You may be interested to know IFAW is 
also committed to protecting the habitat animals call home.

InTeRnATIOnAL Fund FOR AnImAL WeLFARe

6 Belmore Street 
SURRY HILLS NSW 2010 

1800 00 4329 
info-au@ifaw.org

Founded in 1969, IFAW (the 
International Fund for Animal 

Welfare) saves animals in crisis 
around the world. With offices 
in 15 countries, IFAW rescues 
individual animals, works to 

prevent cruelty to animals and 
advocates for the protection of 

wildlife and their habitats.

www.ifaw.org

Freedom to Roam

Ever since we expanded habitat at 
Addo Elephant and Marakele National 
Parks in South Africa in 1997, IFAW 
has been protecting land for elephants, 
rhinos, antelopes and other wildlife that 
make Africa’s rangelands their home. 
We helped restore and repopulate 
Kenya’s Meru National Park after 
years of instability. Our success there 
formed a model to increase security for 
elephants in Tsavo National Park.

In China, IFAW also helped protect 
the last forest elephants in Yunnan by 
providing communities with small loans 
to create livelihoods that do not conflict 
with foraging elephant families. 

Building on these successes, we 
are now working with Kenya Wildlife 
Service at Amboseli National Park to 
safeguard elephant migration routes. 

of Animals
After 16 years of inspirational leadership, our President and CEO 
Fred O’Regan has decided to pass on the baton. This issue of 
World of Animals is a tribute to Fred and all that he guided IFAW 
to achieve ... from the excellent habitat work being carried out in 
Kenya, India and all around the world … to the many advances in 
protecting wildlife and cats and dogs.

Fred’s leadership will continue to motivate and inspire us. But 
it is your outstanding support that makes everything we do for 
animals possible.

Thank you so much,

Azzedine Downes 
IFAW’s new CEO
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Increasing Chances for 
Survival

Since its establishment in 2002, IFAW’s 
Wildlife Rescue Centre in Kaziranga 
National Park, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, has cared for some of 
the world’s rarest animals.

In collaboration with the Wildlife Trust 
of India (WTI) and the Assam Forest 
Department, IFAW has pioneered the 
rehabilitation and release of Asian 
elephants, one-horned rhinos and 
clouded leopards into Manas National 
Park. We also track their progress as 
they make their way in the wild. 

To ensure these animals have enough 
wilderness to roam, IFAW and WTI 
worked to triple the size of protected 
land in Manas – from 300 square km 
to 950 square km. Our vision is for 
a Greater Manas conservation area 
where wildlife thrives.

In Northeast India, IFAW’s Bear Rescue 
Centre in Arunachal Pradesh cares for 
orphaned or abandoned bear cubs. 
Once they are old enough, we release 
them into protected sanctuaries. Thirty 
orphaned or displaced bear cubs 

The Asian one-horned rhinoceros population in Manas was 
wiped out by years of armed conflict and poaching. Now 
secure, IFAW released 5 young rhinos in Manas – the first wild 
rhinos in Manas in 20 years.

Amboseli is home to the most studied elephant families in 
Africa. It is vital that we protect their migration corridors.

Over the past two decades, the Asiatic black bear 
population in India has plummeted due to habitat 
loss and poaching. IFAW has rehabilitated and 
returned 30 bear cubs back to the wild. 

have been released back to the wild in 
Northeast India.

This work follows on the advances 
made at IFAW’s Bear Rescue Centre 
in Russia – where more than 200 
baby brown bears orphaned by winter 
hunts and logging operations have 
been cared for, taught to forage and 
released to protected forests.

Tiger Patrols in Russia

The southwest Primorye area of Russia 
is home to many endangered species, 
including the Amur, or Siberian, tiger 
and Amur leopard. With less than 350 
tigers and about 30 leopards in the 
region, anti-poaching efforts are critical 
to protecting dwindling cat populations.

IFAW has supplied patrols with a 
4-wheel drive vehicle, all-terrain vehicle, 
snowmobile, motorcycle, inflatable 
boat and a paraglider … as well as 

IFAW is working with the largest Maasai 
community, the Olgulului-Ololarashi 
Group Ranch that surrounds 90 per 
cent of the park, to secure critical 
corridors and neighbouring lands.

The Amboseli ecosystem, recognised 
as a UNESCO Man and Biosphere 
Reserve, provides an opportunity to 
secure elephant habitat in community 
areas, while promoting conservation 
practices that benefit animals and 
people.
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Liwonde is one of the last critical pieces of habitat for elephants 
and other animals in Southern Africa. It is home to 500 elephants, 
7 black rhinos, nomadic lions, beautiful leopards and antelope, all 
threatened by illegal hunting and snaring. But thanks to this special 
group of IFAW donors, we were able to equip ranger patrols with 
vehicles and equipment, including a special flat-bottom boat to 
protect animals who come to drink at the Shire river’s edge.

To honour their extraordinary generosity, we commissioned local 
craftspeople to carve Protectors’ names on individual plaques 
for display at one of the ranger stations to remind visitors of their 
support for this important park.

The carvers brought their children to 
work with them, helping to instill a 
love for animals and commitment to 
protecting their habitat at an early age.

With Love 
to Liwonde
Generous IFAW donors 
have become Animal 
Protectors of Liwonde 
National Park.



World’s Largest 
Marine Park Network 
Proclaimed
Last November, the Australian Government 
legally declared the new Commonwealth 
marine reserves network.

this declaration by the australian 
Government ensured that the marine 
reserves around our island are now 
legally binding protected areas, 
safeguarding much of australia’s 
oceans and marine life for years  
to come.   

In the most recent public consultation 
phase on these proposals, the 
Government received 80,000 
submissions from everyday 
australians; the majority were in 
support of the marine reserves. We’d 
like to thank the many thousands 
of australian IFaW supporters, who 
spoke out for our whales, dolphins 
and all marine life, demanding better 
protection for our oceans.  

Because of you, some important 
areas in australia where whales feed, 
breed, give birth and migrate are now 
better protected. this announcement 
marks a turning point in ocean 
protection and future generations will 
thank us for the bold steps we made 
happen. australia can now proudly 
claim to have the largest marine 
reserves network in the world!

despite this enormous step forward, 
the job of protecting our oceans 
has not been resolved overnight. 
much remains to be done to address 
threats facing whales and dolphins 
in australian waters, including those 
from the oil and gas industry. In the 
coming months IFaW will be asking 
for your help again to build upon the 
protection we’ve won and to fight for 
further protection both within and 
outside the marine reserves network.  

next time you go to the beach or out 
on the water, enjoy what you have 
helped to protect and feel inspired by 
what we can do when we speak out 
together. Congratulations – you made 
a very real and long lasting difference 
to help protect our precious ocean 
and the life it supports.
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uniforms, camping equipment and 
GPS and camera gear.

Protecting Oceans

Since 1997, IFAW has worked with 
scientists to protect the world’s only 
beluga whale nursery near Solovetsky 
Island, Russia. We are collaborating 
with Russia’s Marine Mammal Council, 
Institute of Oceanology and local 
activists to make the area a recognised 
sanctuary.

We have also campaigned to halt 
seismic testing for gas and oil 
development in the North Pacific near 
Russia’s Sakhalin Island, home to the 
western Pacific gray whale. This is the 
most endangered whale in the world 
with only about 130 remaining. Mothers 
bring their calves here every year.

IFAW has successfully lobbied to have 
a pipeline moved away from this critical 
feeding ground and to cancel seismic 
testing during the warmer months 
when whales are in the area.

Off the East Coast of the US, we have 
been working for nearly 10 years 
with fishermen and lobstermen to 
prevent entanglement of North Atlantic 
right whales who migrate along the 
Massachusetts coast. We helped 
lobstermen replace dangerous floating 
line with safe sinking line, leading 
the way for coast-wide regulations 
requiring sinking line.

Recently we helped develop a Whale 
Alert app for iPhones and iPads to 
notify ship captains when right whales 
are in the area.

Over the past year, IFAW has been 
deeply involved in a campaign to 
protect Australia’s unique marine 
environment. This led to the recent 
government announcement of a 
proposed network of marine reserves. 
A third of all waters off Australia will 
now be protected and comprise the 
world’s largest network of marine 
protected areas. We hope this will 
ease threats to endangered blue and 
southern right whales. 

A Future for All

By returning wildlife to their natural 
homes, outfitting and training rangers 
in key poaching areas and expanding 
and protecting habitat, IFAW is 
committed to safeguarding animals 
and their precious lands for future 
generations. None of this would be 
possible without our supporters. 
Your generous contributions … your 
signature on petitions and postcards 
convincing government leaders 
to protect animals … make all our 
success possible.

IFAW is working to protect the beluga’s only 
whale nursery.

Protecting Habitat Australia Update
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Brief news of IFAW’s recent activities 
and successes around the world

Animal  matters

page 8
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Keeping Wildlife 
Out of Suitcases Monitoring Illegal Hunting with Dogs 

Lions Rescued

As hundreds of flights land and take off at the new 
international airport in Kunming, China, IFAW is 
educating passengers about illegal wildlife trade. Two 
brightly coloured cases display confiscated python 
skins, tiger bone wine, elephant ivory carvings and 
tortoise shells …all of which are illegal.

The exhibit is part of our campaign: Think Twice. Don’t 
Buy or Traffic in Wildlife Products to warn increasingly 
affluent travelers that many animal species are 
protected by both international and domestic laws. 
Buying and trafficking in endangered wildlife not only 
threatens their survival, it is also a punishable offence. 

The growing regional demand for wild and exotic 
animals as pets is fueling illegal wildlife trade in 
the Middle East. Last year, a newborn lion cub 
was offered for sale on Facebook. Fortunately, 
the sale was foiled by an undercover officer 
from Jordan’s Environmental Police. The seller 
was arrested and the lion cub saved from an 
unknown future. The next month, a six-week-old 
lion cub was rescued from a smuggler at the 
Syrian border, after it had been stolen from a 
local zoo.

The two lion cubs, named Nina and Simba, 
are living together in a rehabilitation centre at 
IFAW partner Princess Alia Foundation. IFAW 
works with the Foundation on preventing wildlife 
trafficking and educating students about animal 
welfare and conservation.

unITed 
STATeS

Half a Million 
Puppies … for Sale?

IFAW’s latest investigative report: “How Much is that 
Doggie on My Browser? The Truth Behind Online 
Puppy Sales,” exposes the problem of the Internet 
being used to exploit dogs and consumers.

In one day IFAW investigators found over 10,000 
advertisements representing over a half a million 
puppies for sale on nine major buyer-seller Internet 
websites. Sixty-two percent of the ads analysed from 
six of the websites exclusively selling puppies were 
determined to be likely from puppy mills.

As a result, IFAW is calling on consumers to think 
twice before seeking puppies online and for the US 
government to regulate the massive Internet puppy 
market.

To draw attention to the threats sharks face, IFAW 
conducted a Shark Conservation in Arabia Workshop 
in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) last October. It was 
organised in collaboration with the UAE Ministry of 
Environment and Water, Dubai Aquarium and Shark 
Quest Arabia. 

IFAW brought more than 60 national, regional and 
international experts together to discuss what can be 
done to save sharks in the Arab region. 

Almost 29 different species of sharks live in the 
Arabian Gulf. Some are under serious threat because 
of the practice of shark finning. Shark fin trade is a 
global, multi-billion dollar business being driven by the 
high demand for shark fins in Far East markets. It is 
estimated that 70 million sharks are killed every year 
mostly for their fins.

IFAW promotes responsible shark watching, which is 
more profitable and keeps sharks alive.

dubAIWanted: Sharks 
Dead or Alive?

bRAzILPenguins Go Wild
One hundred fifteen of the 180 Magellanic penguins 
cared for by IFAW-supported Instituto de Pesquisa 
e Reabilitação de Animais Marinhos (IPRAM) were 
successfully released back to the wild last October. 
The remaining birds continued treatment until they 
regained their strength.

Penguins can travel long distances to return to their 
original colonies, but this is the furthest north that 
rehabilitated penguins have been released in Brazil. To 
track their progress, the penguins were banded.

IFAW helps IPRAM by sharing expertise in working 
with large numbers of penguins, maximising resources 
and minimising the time that animals remain in care. 

DID yOu kNOW? 
Although sharks are widely feared, only  

5-12 people worldwide are killed by sharks each year.

unITed KIngdOm 

Although the Hunting Act in the UK banned the cruel, inhumane 
activity of hunting with dogs, illegal hunters still regularly 
chase and brutally kill foxes, deer and hares. To help bring the 
criminals to justice, IFAW’s professional team of hunt monitors 
gather evidence in the countryside on their activities. 

Our monitoring in the past has been successful, so we are 
stepping up our efforts by carrying out ‘Enhanced Monitoring.’ 
With new state-of-the-art surveillance equipment, more people 
and better evidence gathering techniques, we are strengthening 
our methods to ensure that British wildlife is protected from 
illegal hunting activities. 
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What many people don’t know about 
Michael is that he is an ardent animal 
lover and an outspoken critic of those 
who abuse or kill them.

As a boy, Michael had a brother who 
doctors said was unable to hear, see or 
talk. Yet Michael watched his brother’s 
eyes light up when he whistled to him. 
This insight helped him realise that all 
living beings have thoughts and feelings. 
As a result, he developed a deep 
empathy for animals as well as people. 

“Animals are basically helpless compared 
to mankind’s genius for being cruel. You 
see an elephant and how enormous it 
is. But I don’t think man knows his own 
power and some of us have to tell each 
other of our capacity for damage,” he 
said.

When he learned IFAW was going to 
move 83 elephants from certain death 
in Malawi to a protected reserve, he 
spread the word to his 8-10 million radio 
listeners. Then he and his wife Janet 
stepped up to support the move with a 
generous donation.

“I support IFAW because they are actually 
doing something. A lot of charities mean 
well, but don’t act,” he said.

Michael admires the way IFAW works 
to solve problems at their root, for 
example, fighting rampant elephant 
poaching: “You fund and train anti-
poaching teams and run education 
campaigns about ivory in China.” 
While he personally feels it should be 
an international crime to kill animals, 
he recognises the need for persistent, 
pragmatic action on the ground. 

Michael fears we have very little time 
left. “What’s the point of helping?” he 
asks, then answers, “Wars are won 
through individual battles. You gotta 
keep fighting.” True to his word, he and 
Janet made a second significant gift. 

By promoting IFAW’s work for animals 
and continuing their own generous 
commitment, Michael and Janet 
Savage are making an enormous 
difference for animals. 

We are deeply grateful for their support 
and for inspiring others to help save 
animals’ lives.

Dr. Michael Savage is the host of 
the acclaimed U.S radio show The 
Savage Nation and the author of 
28 books, including six New York 
Times bestsellers. 
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A Powerful Voice 
Against Animal Cruelty

In Profile

The wheels of the all-terrain 
vehicle plow through the 
gravel of the riverbed. 

The banks are a lush verdant green. I’m 
accompanying an anti-poaching patrol 
on an inspection tour of a significant 
wildlife reserve in the southwest corner 
of the Primorye region of Russia. The 
last remaining Amur leopards live in its 
forests - and 15 to 20 Siberian tigers! 

The leader of the patrol, Evgeny Stoma, 
is an experienced man. He’s wise to 
the tricks of the poachers, who often 
use wire snares to trap tigers and other 
wild animals such as red deer and wild 
boar, the tigers’ natural prey. Walking 
down a narrow beaten path alongside 
a stream, he suddenly stops and 
shows me a large wire loop stretched 
across the track – a snare awaiting an 
unsuspecting victim. 

At another spot, Evgeny shows me a 
camouflaged iron leghold trap covered 

by dried grass and leaves. Any animal 
that steps into its jaws would be held 
tight and suffer agonising pain before it 
eventually dies.

Finally, he shows me something quite 
special. On a tiny pathway lies a pile 
of animal droppings, a little farther on 
I see a large paw print in the wet earth 
– both from a tiger! Yes. It lives here, it 
may be scarce and furtive, but the tiger 
is here. 

Over the past 12 months significantly 
fewer cases of poaching have been 
registered. This confirms our rangers 
are making a real difference.

Foiling a 
poacher by 
removing a 
snare trap.

Trekking 
for Tigers
Last October IFAW campaigner Robert Kless 
travelled with a German television team to 
Thailand and Burma to investigate captive 
tigers on display and tiger products for sale. 

He also traveled with IFAW’s tiger patrol to 
the Russian Far East.

In Focus

Only 20 Siberian tigers remain in the forests of Primorye.
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The Savage’s best buddies: Tasha and Teddy.
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To the Rescue

Sandy moved slowly across several 
eastern states leaving flooded 
waterways and wind damage. Some 
states suffered the worst of the storm 
as a cold front brought dropping 
temperatures, too. 

IFAW immediately mobilised three 
animal rescue teams to assist the 
National Animal Rescue and Sheltering 
Coalition (NARSC). We drove our 
Petfinder semitrailer overnight, loaded 
with kennels, capture equipment and 
dry and wet food to the hardest hit 
areas of Ocean County, New Jersey. 
We also deployed a truck and two 
boats for water rescue operations.

Searching Door to Door

Over the next few days, our rescuers 
went from house to house in wet, 
cold, windy conditions, scouring 
neighbourhoods to find pets left behind 
when homeowners evacuated. There 
was debris everywhere we looked … 
cars, twisted metal, a sofa or mattress 
here and there scattered several blocks 
away from the shore.

The IFAW team answered 14 calls 
to rescue 23 cats, 4 turtles, 1 snake 
and 1 rabbit. As we worked, state 
evacuation units waved us down to 
point out locations where they saw 
cats looking scared and hungry. So we 
stopped to feed them and documented 
their whereabouts. 

In the last neighbourhood we 
searched, we found a little dog we 
named Peanut. This little guy was 
barking at us as we passed by his 
house as if to say: “Hey, here I am, 
ready to trust you.” He was lucky to 
survive; the water line throughout the 
house was several feet above his little 
shih tzu head.

When we returned pets to distraught 
families, they were overjoyed to be 
reunited and so very grateful for our 
efforts.

The water receded so quickly and with 
such force that the only indications 
flooding ever occurred were the large 
dunes that lined the streets.

IFAW staff also assisted the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
in answering national requests 
for assistance and sent an animal 
sheltering team to support the Monroe 

County, Pennsylvania, mega-shelter, 
where 700 evacuated people were 
expected, many with their pets. 
Fortunately, residents were able to 
return to their homes fairly quickly and 
only temporary assistance was needed 
to care for approximately 20 animals, 
including dogs, cats and birds.

Miracle Kittens

In West Virginia, however, flooding and 
almost two feet of snow paralysed 
communities. With no pet friendly 
shelters for displaced families and local 
animal shelters at capacity, IFAW joined 
with the People United for Rescue and 
Rehabilitation (PURR) cat rescue to 
collect kittens from feral colonies and 
take in and care for cats and dogs 
belonging to families staying in shelters. 

Two newborn kittens were literally dug 
out of the snow by an IFAW emergency 
responder after she heard their cries. 
They were so tiny, their eyes weren’t 
open yet. We named them Itty and 
Bitty, wrapped them in warm blankets 
and nursed them back to health.

Saving Sandy’s 
Lost Pets When “Super Storm” Sandy 

slammed into the eastern US 
last October, it wreaked havoc 
on coastal communities and 
brought blizzards as far inland 
as West Virginia.

Peanut was rescued from a flooded home.
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A Change in 
IFAW Leadership

A Fond Farewell to Fred

Fred was appointed in January 1997 
when he succeeded IFAW’s founder 
Brian Davies. Under Fred’s leadership, 
IFAW has broadened the scope of our 
work and the countries we work in. 

Fred guided the growth of IFAW, 
opening new offices in Sydney, Dubai, 
Washington DC and Nairobi. He 
developed a partnership with the Wildlife 
Trust of India which has saved the lives 
of more than 1,600 animals including 
orphaned elephants, rhinos and critically 
endangered clouded leopards.

Fred helped restore Meru National 
Park in Kenya, reintroducing wildlife 
into an area that had been decimated 

In January, IFAW CEO Fred O’Regan 
decided it was time to pass on the 
leadership baton at IFAW. “This decision 
comes after nearly 16 years of service of 
which I’m very proud,” Fred said. 

by poachers. The restoration was a 
resounding success and Meru was 
awarded world-class conservation 
status in 2007. Fred then led a similar 
project in Tsavo National Park and 
initiated efforts to secure wildlife 
corridors and protect the fragile 
ecosystem of Amboseli National Park.

Fred’s vision led to IFAW forming a 
partnership with Interpol, funding their 
Wildlife Law Enforcement position 
— resulting in greater international 
collaboration and success, combatting 
the illegal trade in wildlife.

Azzedine Downes, IFAW’s new CEO 
and President, congratulated Fred on 
his many achievements, saying: “Fred’s 
leadership has been transformational 
at IFAW and he leaves the organisation 
stronger, more stable and having a 
greater impact on improving the lives 
of animals around the world than ever 
before.”

Fred is eternally grateful to IFAW’s 
wonderful donors: “It is not me who 
should be thanked. It’s the great IFAW 
people on the ground fighting for animal 
welfare every day and most of all our 
magnificent supporters around the world 
who make it all happen. I’m confident 
about the bright future ahead for IFAW 
with Azzedine leading the organisation.”

Our many supporters join us in wishing 
Fred all the best in his new life.

As Executive Vice President and Fred’s advisor at 
IFAW for 15 years, Azzedine is a natural choice to 
take the reins and guide IFAW’s future growth and 
development.  

“Fred and I have been friends and colleagues for 
many years,” Azzedine said. “I have the greatest 
respect and admiration for him and I feel honoured 
to follow in his footsteps at IFAW.”

In one of his many roles, Azzedine ran the office 
in Dubai for three years while he designed and 
implemented IFAW’s Prevention of Wildlife Trade 
Training Programme. 

As IFAW grew, Azzedine coordinated the efforts 
of IFAW’s animal welfare, communications and 
fundraising teams to achieve the greatest impact 
and benefit for the animals.

“IFAW is effective because we work with 
communities and governments to find practical 
solutions to threats facing animals. Whether we’re 
working to address the illegal trade in wildlife … 
tackling challenging policy issues to ensure the 
protection of the world’s whales … saving a baby 
elephant … or providing vital medical care for an 
injured puppy … we make a difference each and 
every day.” 

“I’m proud to lead the organisation I’m so 
passionate about,” he said. “I know Fred will 
remain concerned for the animals he cares so 
deeply about and for the cause he has grown over 
the years.”

Fred with IFAW founder Brian Davies, over 40 
years of leadership saving animals’ lives.

Azzedine
Downes
IFAW’s new CEO
and President
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