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MethodologyMethodology

The Benenson Strategy Group conducted 800 telephone interviews 
nationwide between April 1 and April 4, 2012.

Respondents were registered voters who voted in 2008 or registered 
after the 2008 General Election, and are likely to vote in this year’s 
Presidential election in November. A voter list was used to identify 
registered voters.

The margin of error for the entire data set is ±3.5% at the 95% 
confidence level. It is higher among subgroups.



Key Findings: Voters Support Ban on Commercial Key Findings: Voters Support Ban on Commercial 
Whaling and Want U.S. To Help Enforce ItWhaling and Want U.S. To Help Enforce It
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Protecting whales from threats, whether human or environmental, is 
important to voters across the political spectrum, and taps into deeply 
held values about doing what’s right.

Voters of all political stripes oppose commercial whaling and show 
support for the ban put in place by the International Whaling 
Commission.  

When they learn that certain countries are ignoring the ban and 
engaging in commercial whaling, positive impressions of those 
countries fall steeply.

There is near unanimous support for U.S. involvement in helping the IWC 
enforce the whaling ban, and to move forward with a comprehensive 
plan for whale protection.

Voters want the U.S. to put pressure on countries that have ignored 
the ban on commercial whaling, and show a willingness to take 
actions themselves to do so. 



Key Findings: Legislative OpportunitiesKey Findings: Legislative Opportunities

Specifically, voters are looking for the U.S. to:
Advocate for the protection of whales at the annual IWC summit
Apply diplomatic pressure on Japan, Norway and Iceland to adhere
to the ban and stop their commercial whaling activities
Enact a comprehensive whale protection program to ensure the 
survival of the species

Legislators have an opportunity to take action by adopting a 
comprehensive whale protection plan – which is highly popular with 
voters – that would defend whales from the numerous threats they 
face.

Voters are ready to reward elected officials who take a stand against 
commercial whaling. 

62% are more likely to vote for a candidate for President, and 64% 
are more likely to vote for a candidate for Congress, who takes a 
firm stance against commercial whaling.
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Voters See a Moral Obligation To Protect Voters See a Moral Obligation To Protect 
Whales and Want the U.S. To ActWhales and Want the U.S. To Act
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% Agree with Statement 

Q42, Q39: Now I would like to read you a few statements about some of the same issues, and for 
each one, please tell me whether you agree or disagree with that statement . Do you strongly agree, 
somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree?

The US should take steps to protect whales from the 
threats that endanger the species, including 

commercial whaling, sound and sonar pollution, oil 
exploration in sensitive areas, shipping lanes that run 
through migration paths, and entanglement in fishing 

nets 

The US should take steps to protect whales from the 
threats that endanger the species, including 

commercial whaling, sound and sonar pollution, oil 
exploration in sensitive areas, shipping lanes that run 
through migration paths, and entanglement in fishing 

nets 

America has a moral obligation to protect endangered 
or threatened species 

America has a moral obligation to protect endangered 
or threatened species 



Voters Strongly Oppose Commercial Whaling Voters Strongly Oppose Commercial Whaling 
and Stand Behind International Ban and Stand Behind International Ban 
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Do you support or oppose commercial whaling, that is, 
the killing of whales in order to sell their meat and to 

make products from their body parts? 

Do you support or oppose commercial whaling, that is, 
the killing of whales in order to sell their meat and to 

make products from their body parts?

The IWC banned commercial whaling in 1986, to allow 
endangered whale populations to recover, while still 

allowing for a limited number of whales to be killed for 
scientific research. This ban was nearly unanimously agreed 

to by member nations. 

The IWC banned commercial whaling in 1986, to allow 
endangered whale populations to recover, while still 

allowing for a limited number of whales to be killed for 
scientific research. This ban was nearly unanimously agreed 

to by member nations.

51% 
Strongly 
Oppose 

51% 
Strongly 
Oppose 42% 

Strongly 
Support 

42% 
Strongly 
Support

Commercial Whaling Commercial Whaling IWC Ban on Commercial Whaling IWC Ban on Commercial Whaling 

Q43: Do you support or oppose commercial whaling, that is, the killing of whales in order to sell their meat and to make products from their body parts? 
Q47: The International Whaling Commission, which has 90 member nations including the United States, banned commercial whaling in 1986, to allow 
endangered whale populations to recover, while still allowing for a limited number of whales to be killed for scientific research. This ban was nearly 
unanimously agreed to by member nations. Given what you have heard, do you strongly support this ban on commercial whaling, somewhat support, 
somewhat oppose, or do you strongly oppose it?



Support for Ban on Commercial Whaling 

High Level of Support for Ban on Commercial High Level of Support for Ban on Commercial 
Whaling Crosses Political and Ideological LinesWhaling Crosses Political and Ideological Lines
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Conservative 
Republicans: 

73% 

Conservative 
Republicans: 

73%

Liberal 
Democrats: 

81% 

Liberal 
Democrats: 

81% 

Q47: The International Whaling Commission, which has 90 member nations including the United States, banned commercial 
whaling in 1986, to allow endangered whale populations to recover, while still allowing for a limited number of whales to be 
killed for scientific research. This ban was nearly unanimously agreed to by member nations. Given what you have heard, do you 
strongly support this ban on commercial whaling, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or do you strongly oppose it?



Voters Draw Distinction Between Voters Draw Distinction Between 
Commercial and Subsistence WhalingCommercial and Subsistence Whaling
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% Supporting/Opposing Subsistence Whaling by Native Tribes in Alaska% Supporting/Opposing Subsistence Whaling by Native Tribes in Alaska

Q55: Do you support or oppose limited whale hunting by Native tribes in Alaska who kill whales for their own subsistence use? 



Broad Desire To Protect Subsistence Broad Desire To Protect Subsistence 
Whaling Quota for AlaskaWhaling Quota for Alaska’’s Native Tribess Native Tribes
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Under an international agreement, Alaska Native Tribes are permitted to hunt a 
limited number of whales exclusively for their subsistence use. The government 

of Japan is threatening to deny the Alaskan Eskimo whalers their subsistence 
whaling quota if Japan's own whaling proposals are defeated. How important is it 

to you that Alaska Native rights are protected against this position by Japan? 

Under an international agreement, Alaska Native Tribes are permitted to hunt a 
limited number of whales exclusively for their subsistence use. The government 

of Japan is threatening to deny the Alaskan Eskimo whalers their subsistence 
whaling quota if Japan's own whaling proposals are defeated. How important is it 

to you that Alaska Native rights are protected against this position by Japan?

Importance of Protecting Alaska Native Tribes’ Rights To Subsistence WhalingImportance of Protecting Alaska Native Tribes’ Rights To Subsistence Whaling

Q56: Under an international agreement, Alaska Native Tribes are permitted to hunt a limited number of whales exclusively for their 
subsistence use. The government of Japan is threatening to deny the Alaskan Eskimo whalers their subsistence - whaling quota if Japan's 
own whaling proposals are defeated. How important is it to you that Alaska Native rights are protected against this position by Japan? 



Near Unanimous Agreement that the U.S. Near Unanimous Agreement that the U.S. 
Should Help Enforce Commercial Whaling Should Help Enforce Commercial Whaling 
Ban Ban 
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Some nations have disregarded this ban and continue to hunt whales, and more than 10,000 
whales have been killed since the ban was put in place. How much of a role should the U.S. play in 

helping the IWC enforce the ban on commercial whaling? 

Some nations have disregarded this ban and continue to hunt whales, and more than 10,000 
whales have been killed since the ban was put in place. How much of a role should the U.S. play in 

helping the IWC enforce the ban on commercial whaling?

Q48: Some nations, however, have disregarded this ban and continue to hunt whales, and more than 10,000 whales 
have been killed since the ban was put in place. How much of a role should the United States play in helping the 
International Whaling Commission enforce the ban on commercial whaling?



Voters Want To See U.S. Fight Strongly for Voters Want To See U.S. Fight Strongly for 
Whale Protections at IWC SummitWhale Protections at IWC Summit
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This June, government delegates will meet in Panama City for the IWC's annual meeting, to 
consider and debate proposals for increasing commercial whaling as well as proposals for 

increasing protection for whales. How important is it to you that at this meeting, the U.S. fights 
strongly to ensure whales are protected? 

This June, government delegates will meet in Panama City for the IWC's annual meeting, to 
consider and debate proposals for increasing commercial whaling as well as proposals for 

increasing protection for whales. How important is it to you that at this meeting, the U.S. fights 
strongly to ensure whales are protected? 

Q57:This June, government delegates from more than seventy countries will meet in Panama City, Panama for the International 
Whaling Commission's annual meeting, to consider and debate proposals for increasing commercial whaling as well as proposals for 
increasing protection for whales. How important is it to you that at this meeting, the United States fights strongly to ensure whales 
are protected?



Impressions of Japan, Norway and Iceland Impressions of Japan, Norway and Iceland 
Suffer When Voters Learn They Are WhalingSuffer When Voters Learn They Are Whaling
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JapanJapan Norway Norway IcelandIceland

Favorable: -28
Unfavorable: +36

Favorable: -28
Unfavorable: +36

Currently, Norway, Japan and Iceland together kill thousands of whales a year in international 
waters, despite an international ban on commercial whaling. Japan says it is engaged in scientific 
whaling, but sells the meat to be eaten in domestic markets. Norway and Iceland ignore the ban. 

Currently, Norway, Japan and Iceland together kill thousands of whales a year in international 
waters, despite an international ban on commercial whaling. Japan says it is engaged in scientific 
whaling, but sells the meat to be eaten in domestic markets. Norway and Iceland ignore the ban. 

Change in Views of Nations after Hearing that They Conduct Commercial Whaling

Favorable: -20
Unfavorable: +41

Favorable: -20
Unfavorable: +41

Favorable: -19
Unfavorable: +41

Favorable: -19
Unfavorable: +41

Q9-Q11: Now I am going to read you a list of people, groups and countries. After I read each one, please tell me whether you have a 
favorable or unfavorable view of them. If you have not heard of them or are unfamiliar with them, just tell me that.
Q50-Q52: And given what you have just heard, please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of 
Japan/Norway/Iceland. Do you have a very favorable view, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable view?



Voters Willing To Uphold Their Values by Voters Willing To Uphold Their Values by 
Boycotting Whaling NationsBoycotting Whaling Nations……
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If you learned that some seafood restaurants in the U.S. were 
supplied by Japanese companies involved in whaling, would you 
be willing to stop visiting U.S. restaurants that sell products 
from Japanese companies involved in whale hunting?

If Iceland and Norway continue their commercial whaling 
activities, would you be willing to boycott their products, that is, 
would you be willing to stop buying Icelandic and Norwegian 
fish products?

If you learned a Japanese, Norwegian or Icelandic company had 
a business involvement with commercial whaling, would you be 
willing to boycott its products, that is, would you be willing to 
stop buying that company's products?

% Who Would Join Boycott 

Q76,  Q77, Q79: Now I'm going to read you some actions that people like you might take to express their opinions about 
commercial whaling.



% Who Support the U.S. Government Taking This Action

... And Want Their Government To Apply ... And Want Their Government To Apply 
Pressure as Well Pressure as Well 

14

Q72,Q74: Here are some actions the U.S. government could take to convince Japan, Iceland and Norway to stop their whaling. For 
each one, please tell me if you strongly support the U.S. government taking this action, somewhat support it, somewhat oppose it or   
strongly oppose it.



Voters Eager To See Government Adopt Voters Eager To See Government Adopt 
Comprehensive Whale Protection Plan Comprehensive Whale Protection Plan 
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% Agree with Statement

Given the many threats whales face to their survival, including commercial whaling, loss of habitat, pollution, 
ship strikes, entanglement and underwater noise pollution, the United States Congress should pass, and 
the government should adopt, a broad-based whale conservation program addressing all of these 

threats in the U.S. and abroad as comprehensively as possible. 

Given the many threats whales face to their survival, including commercial whaling, loss of habitat, pollution, 
ship strikes, entanglement and underwater noise pollution, the United States Congress should pass, and 
the government should adopt, a broad-based whale conservation program addressing all of these 

threats in the U.S. and abroad as comprehensively as possible.

Q75: Now I would like to read a statement and get your opinion. Given the many threats whales face to their survival, including commercial 
whaling, loss of habitat, pollution, ship strikes, entanglement and underwater noise pollution, the United States Congress should pass, and 
the government should adopt, a broad - based whale conservation program addressing all of these threats in the U.S. and abroad as 
comprehensively as possible. Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree?



Opposition to Commercial Whaling Influences Opposition to Commercial Whaling Influences 
Votes; Extremely Limited Risk of BacklashVotes; Extremely Limited Risk of Backlash
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Political Impact of Opposition to Commercial Whaling 

Would you be more likely or less likely to vote for a 
candidate for President who took a firm stand 

against commercial whaling? 

Would you be more likely or less likely to vote for a 
candidate for President who took a firm stand 

against commercial whaling? 

Would you be more likely or less likely to vote for a 
candidate for Congress in your district who took a 

firm stand against commercial whaling? 

Would you be more likely or less likely to vote for a 
candidate for Congress in your district who took a 

firm stand against commercial whaling? 

Q70: Would you be more likely or less likely to vote for a candidate for President who took a firm stand against commercial whaling? 
Q71: Would you be more likely or less likely to vote for a candidate for Congress in your district who took a firm stand against 
commercial whaling? 
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