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Defense Won’t Rest
Today, our planet’s whales and dolphins face more
threats than ever. The most avoidable come from Japan,
Norway and Iceland, which continue to hunt whales for
commercial purposes. We won’t rest until they stop.
We’re also stepping up measures to help whales navigate
dangerous ocean highways full of shipping traffic, fishing
gear and other perils while providing hands-on help to
marine mammals stranded on our beaches.
IFAW is committed to ensuring whales and dolphins live
free from human threats. Through direct assistance to
individual animals, practical solutions that make the ocean
safer and innovative projects and policy work, IFAW is
protecting and promoting the welfare of whales, dolphins
and coastal communities worldwide. Please join us in this
important work.

Patrick R. Ramage
Whale Program Director
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Ending

Commercial Whaling
Commercial whaling has been banned for more than two decades - yet
Japan, Iceland and Norway continue firing harpoons into these gentle
creatures for products that nobody needs. More than 35,000 whales
have been killed for commercial purposes since the ban on whaling came
into effect in 1986.

In July 2013, after more than five years of
IFAW providing recommendations from
independent legal experts, the Australian
government presented its case at the
International Court of Justice against
Japanese ‘scientific’ whaling in the Southern
Ocean Whale Sanctuary.

A Case of Cruelty
There is no humane way to kill a whale.
Not only are the whalers targeting a moving
animal that is largely submerged, they are
also attempting to harpoon the animal from
an unstable platform. This makes it almost
impossible to ensure a whale is killed instantly.
It often takes a whale more than two minutes
to die and in some cases more than half an
hour. It is not possible to fully understand
the suffering experienced by these large and
intelligent mammals as they slowly drown or
bleed to death.
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The International Whaling
Commission (IWC)
The IWC is the global intergovernmental body
charged with the conservation of whales and
the management of whaling. It consists of 88
member countries. IFAW is working to ensure
the IWC migrates away from whale killing.
For years, the Japanese government pursued
a ‘vote consolidation’ programme to mobilise
a bloc of votes to undermine decades of whale
conservation. A successful UK-led proposal
for greater effectiveness and transparency
in 2011 has helped tackle this problem, but
pro-whale members still need to work to make
the international ban on commercial whaling
effective.

Bringing Whaling Before the
International Community
Working in Whaling Countries
Decisions to end Japanese, Icelandic and
Norwegian whaling must ultimately be made
in the halls of power in Tokyo, Reykjavik
and Oslo. IFAW is working with decisionmakers and leaders in each of these countries
to accelerate this shift. We are also leading
domestic and international efforts to expose
the sham of so-called ‘scientific’ whaling.

In June 2010, the whaling nations nearly
persuaded the IWC to make commercial
whaling legal again. It took round-the-clock
vigilance from IFAW and its supporters to stop
Japan, Norway and Iceland from being able to
declare open season on the world’s whales.
IFAW is committed to using all possible
international conventions and legal strategies
to ensure ocean sanctuaries become true
safe havens for whales and that whaling for
commercial purposes ends.
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Whale Watching:
Growing Green
Industry

Building Communities

Responsible whale watching is a sustainable,
green industry that simultaneously supports local
economies and promotes whale education and conservation.

In December 2010, IFAW sponsored a global
whale watching conference at United Nations
University in Tokyo, Japan, with operators
from across Japan and other whaling and
non-whaling countries.

According to IFAW’s global economic study released in 2009, 13 million
people took whale watching tours in the previous year, in 119 countries
worldwide, generating a whopping $2.1 billion in total expenditures.
Furthermore, the study showed that the whale watching industry is
growing much faster than the overall worldwide
tourism industry.

Although whale watching is part of the global
tourism industry, it is really a community-level
industry. Whale watching tourists support
local economies through their purchases, from
whale watching tickets to associated expenses
for travel, food, hotels and souvenirs. This
supports local businesses, creating jobs and
providing income in coastal communities
worldwide.

From Whaling to Watching

We are encouraging
Japan, Iceland
and Norway
to abandon
commercial
whaling and
support responsible
development of
their whale watching industries to bring longterm benefit to their coastal communities and
national economies.

Meet Us Don’t Eat Us
In Iceland, tourists are often encouraged to
sample whale meat and are wrongly told that
whaling is a traditional activity and that most
Icelanders eat whale meat. In reality, 74.6% of
Icelanders polled by Capacent Gallup in 2013
say they have not bought whale meat in the
previous 12 months.
IFAW’s Meet Us Don’t Eat Us campaign
in Iceland encourages tourists to enjoy
responsible whale watching but to avoid eating
whale meat. Around 50% of the country’s
restaurants now carry a ‘Whale Friendly’
sticker in their windows, showing tourists that
they do not serve whale meat.
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Reducing Injuries
to Whales

A cacophony of man-made sounds pollutes the otherwise peaceful
underwater world that cetaceans inhabit. Ship traffic and loose fishing gear
pose additional risks to migrating whales. We work with marine experts, local
communities and fishing industries to help reduce such dangers.

Ship Strikes
IFAW protects whales through legislation to
slow down ships, increase awareness and
technology.

Our ‘Whale Alert’ app notifies mariners
when they enter speed restricted areas or
waters with endangered whales present.
IFAW collaborated with Cornell University to
develop special acoustic monitoring buoys that
detect right whales and warn nearby ships of
their presence. The buoys and other IFAWconceived solutions help mariners reduce the
number of whale deaths caused by ship strikes.
Our ‘Watch Out, Whales About’ programme in
Australia promotes awareness among oceangoing vessels of all types when it comes to
navigating safely among whales and dolphins.

Noise Pollution

Fishing Gear Entanglements

Whales rely on sound for communication,
navigation, prey and predator detection,
attracting mates and for socializing. They
are very sensitive to man-made underwater
noises including those made by seismic surveys
during oil and gas exploration, military sonar,
underwater construction and ship noise.

Entanglements are a leading threat to whales
globally. Commercial fishermen use nets and
ropes to harvest their catch, but in the process,
whales, dolphins and porpoises can become
tangled in the gear. The problem is accidental,
but the consequences can be fatal. IFAW
supports the following initiatives:

IFAW has been very active in addressing
ocean noise with a number of research, public
education and advocacy initiatives.

• Promoting ‘sinking ropes’ as a whale friendly
alternative to rope floating in the path of
swimming whales

We co-produced a documentary film on this
subject, Sonic Sea, which was broadcast on
Discovery Channel and played in festivals
around the world.

• Preventing entanglements in fishing nets

We also advocate for setting noise limits on
ship noise, industrial development and oil
exploration.
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• Freeing whales from fishing gear
• Removing lost or damaged ‘ghost gear’
from the water
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Protecting Ocean
Habitats with Research
IFAW is working with governments around the world to provide a safe haven for
whales, from sanctuaries in the Pacific Ocean to the Indian Ocean to the waters
around North and South America and Australia. IFAW funds or participates in
research on a wide range of different whale species in different parts of the world.

Saving a Critical Whale
Nursery
IFAW helped convince the Mexican
government and Mitsubishi Corporation
to cancel plans to build the world’s largest
industrial salt factory in Laguna San Ignacio,
the last undisturbed nursery for critically
endangered grey whales.

Protecting Belugas
IFAW works with Russian scientists to observe
and protect a beluga whale nursery near
Solovetsky Island, where chilly waters attract
beluga mothers and calves every year.
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Kangaroo Island, South
Australia

The Expert Team on
Song of the Whale

In 2013, researchers found a pod of one of
the rarest of all the whales the Shepherd’s
beaked whale, which has been seen fewer than
ten times in the wild, but as this is the second
sighting in this area, the waters off South
Australia appear to be an important habitat for
this and other whale species. The research also
identified the area as a sperm whale hotspot.
IFAW’s findings contributed to a delay being
imposed on a planned seismic survey.

IFAW conceived and built the state-of-the-art
research vessel, Song of the Whale, to conduct
marine mammal population assessments and
perfect surveying techniques and technologies
that do not harm animals. Now owned and
operated by Marine Conservation Research
(MCR), a company founded by IFAW Song of
the Whale research team members, the vessel
undertakes expeditions for IFAW and works
with other organisations and researchers on a
broad range of marine conservation research.

Sakhalin Island, Russia
Each year, IFAW leads a team of researchers
off the coast of Russia to monitor the grey
whale population. Based on this research,
IFAW secured a major victory when a Shellled operating company agreed to move an
oil pipeline in 2005, ensuring they would not
disrupt the whales’ critical feeding season.
Thanks in part to our continuous monitoring,
a 2016 report documented oil company
violations of environmental safety protocols
and led to a call for operations to be further
modified to protect whales.
International Fund for Animal Welfare
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Rescuing Whales from Stranding
IFAW’s Marine Mammal Rescue and
Research team (MMRR) deploys with
specialized response equipment and a
dedicated corps of local volunteers to rescue
stranded marine mammals: dolphins, whales,
porpoises and seals.

We work primarily on Cape Cod, in the
United States, one of the world’s hot spots
for frequent mass strandings of whales and
dolphins. We are committed to the best
possible care for each stranded animal and
also to improving scientific protocols and
increased knowledge that advance the science.
IFAW’s cutting-edge stranding science has
directly led to increases in survival rates for
rescued animals, and our expert responders
have conducted training sessions throughout
the world. Our MMRR team is renowned for
its work worldwide.

Stranding Prevention
IFAW is also working to protect dolphins and
whales from mass strandings, when large
numbers come ashore and beach together.
When the team discovers a group of animals
swimming close to shore, they take to the water
in small boats. They place acoustic devices
called ‘pingers’ in the water which produce
harmless, but annoying, high-frequency noises
that drive the animals away from shore and
back to sea.

Cutting Deadly Bonds
When whales swim into fishing gear, many
become so entangled they can’t swim or feed
properly. The animals may live for weeks,
months or even years, as the deadly gear
becomes more and more tightly wrapped
around them, leading to infection, illness and
frequently a painful death.
IFAW works to create safer fishing gear and
more effective methods of freeing whales from
entanglements.

© Elding Whale Watch

In North America, IFAW supports the
Campobello Whale Rescue Team, a group
of volunteers who remove fishing gear from
entangled whales, and we helped replace miles
of dangerous floating lobster gear with sinking
line gear less likely to entangle whales.

Alone, but not Hopeless
Many dolphins and small whales are social
species, and conventional thinking is that
individual animals cannot survive outside
their normal group. Standard protocols
dictate that single stranded or lone-surviving
social cetaceans be euthanased rather than
released alone, even if healthy.
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Based on advanced health assessments,
IFAW’s MMRR team believed many of these
animals could survive. By satellite tagging
singly released dolphins, IFAW scientists are
proving that healthy animals are capable of
joining a social group when released alone.

This discovery could save hundreds
of dolphins each year from being
euthanased, giving them a second
chance for survival.
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Teaching Conservation
and Compassion
The children of today will be the custodians of
whales and marine life tomorrow. One of the
most important ways we can try to establish a
more secure future for the world’s whales is to
introduce children to these majestic creatures at
a young age.

Floating Classrooms
For many schoolchildren in Dominica, IFAW’s
floating classroom programme provides a
first opportunity to go out onto the ocean and
experience marine life and whales in their natural
habitat. These trips are the culmination of
months of learning about the ocean.
The boat trips inspire students to make good
environmental choices in the future to promote
conservation of oceans and marine life.

Australia National
Whale Day
Launched in 2008 by
IFAW, Australia’s
National Whale Day is a
celebration of the whales
and dolphins that migrate
along Australian coastlines annually.
National Whale Day provides an opportunity
to raise awareness of, and discuss solutions
to, the threats facing whales and their
environment including commercial whaling,
threats posed from noise pollution, climate
change, vessel strikes, marine debris and bycatch and entanglement.
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Animal Action Education
Each year, IFAW’s Animal Action Education
program reaches some five million young
people, educators and families worldwide
with educational materials and activities
featuring a different animal theme.
Our Beneath the Waves program teaches
children about ocean animals like whales and
what we can do to protect them.
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Founded in 1969, IFAW today has offices in 16 countries around the world. IFAW rescues individual animals
and advocates for the protection of wildlife populations and their habitats

