
Protecting and 
Saving Animals

Around the World
Elephants at risk from poachers, whales 
and seals threatened by cruel hunts, 
wildlife and pets stranded after disasters 
– animals need our help.
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Lasting Protection 
for Animals
IFAW saves animals in crisis around the world. Natural 
and man-made disasters, habitat loss, commercial 
hunts, climate change, human-wildlife conflict, 
commercial trade, cruelty and neglect – these all 
threaten the well-being and survival of animals.

That is why IFAW undertakes a flexible and pragmatic 
approach to saving animals – directly assisting 
individual animals in distress while also effecting policy 
change to protect whole populations and their habitats. 
With your help, we can make the world a better place 
for animals.

Fred O’Regan
President and 
Chief Executive Officer
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Caring for Wildlife in India
In India, IFAW partners with the Wildlife 
Trust of India to manage the Wildlife Rescue 
Centre in Kaziranga, where we care for 
injured and orphaned wildlife ranging from 
elephants and rhinos to snakes and birds, 
until the animals can return to the wild. In 
2009, we rescued a record 320 wild animals, 
including these rare clouded leopards.

Setting Free the Bears
IFAW’s Bear Rescue Centre in Russia has 
successfully returned more than 150 bears 
to the wild. This groundbreaking project has 
become a world leader in bear rehabilitation, 
and IFAW has shared its successful 
techniques with bear rehabilitators around 
the world.

Rescuing African 
Penguin Chicks
Chicks that hatch late in the season are 
frequently abandoned by their parents, 
who have begun their annual moult and are 
unable to swim and bring food back to their 
offspring.

IFAW cares for the starving chicks for up 
to three months until they can be released 
back to their home colonies, working in 
partnership with the Southern African 
Foundation for the Conservation of Coastal 
Birds (SANCCOB).

Emergency Relief
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As IFAW works to protect populations and species of animals, we never 
forget individual animals in crisis that need our compassion and care. 
We care for wildlife and domestic animals in the wake of disasters, and 
we rescue elephants, penguins, rhinos and other wildlife, rehabilitate the 
animals if necessary, and return them to the wild.
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Rescuing Animals in Disasters
In just over five years, IFAW has rescued 
and treated animals in more than 30 of 
the world’s worst disasters, including the 
2011 earthquake and tsunami in Japan, 
2010 Haiti earthquake, 2008 earthquake in 
China, 2005 Hurricane Katrina in the US, 
and 2004 tsunami in Southeast Asia. In all, 
we have cared for more than  
200,000 animals.



Protecting Elephant Habitat
Today, only a fraction of elephants’ historic 
ranges remain. IFAW’s habitat protection 
projects in India and Africa save elephants 
and demonstrate a holistic approach to 
conservation including enhancing park 
operations and law enforcement, easing 
human-wildlife conflict and engaging local 
communities in developing strategies for 
peaceful coexistence with animals.

Living with Elephants
As human populations expand, the likelihood 
of conflict with elephant populations 
increases as well. It is important to note that 
elephants exist not only as populations, but as 
unique individuals, members of a family and 
social groups, and integral parts of complex 
ecosystems. IFAW aims to promote ethically 
and scientifically sound policy solutions to 
issues threatening elephants.

Standing Between Poachers 
and Their Prey
The ivory trade has created a tragedy for 
elephant populations, which are dwindling in 
many elephant range states. IFAW is focusing 
anti-poaching efforts in locations in
Central and Western Africa where elephant 
poaching is most severe and where 
governments have requested support. 
IFAW’s anti-poaching experts undertake 
needs assessments, and then provide the 
appropriate training and technical assistance.

Don’t let these 
giants disappear

Elephants face increasing 
threats from habitat loss, 
increasing conflict with 
human communities and 
poaching for ivory. IFAW 
is striving to reverse this 
alarming trend and ensure 
that there is always a 
place for elephants in  
our future.
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Will Only Words Remain?
Legal protection for animals needs to be 
more than just words on a page. IFAW 
campaigns for legal protection for animals 
nationally and in international conventions 
such as CITES, Convention on Migratory 
Species (CMS), Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD), and the International 
Whaling Commission (IWC). We also 
advocate for strong enforcement measures.

A Species on the Brink
Due largely to poaching and the trade in tiger 
parts, the world’s wild tiger population has 
shrunk to as few as 3,000. IFAW is part of the 
Global Tiger Recovery Plan with a goal of 
doubling the wild tiger population by 2022. 

IFAW has trained and equipped frontline 
wildlife rangers in India and Russia. We work 
to reduce consumer demand for tiger body 
parts, and campaign to close down cruel tiger 
farming businesses in China.

Ending the Ivory Trade
IFAW believes that any legal sales from 
existing stockpiles of ivory fuel the demand 
for ivory and make it easier for illegal 
ivory (from poached elephants) to enter 
the market. IFAW campaigns to stop ivory 
stockpile sales. We provide training and 
support to customs officers and wildlife 
rangers to prevent poaching and to improve 
trade regulation enforcement.

Ending 
Wildlife 
Trade
The demand for wildlife products is 
pushing some species to the brink of 
extinction—all for the sake of trinkets, 
potions and fashion. IFAW lobbies 
for local and international laws and 
policies that protect wildlife from 
trade. We train rangers and wildlife 
law enforcement officers, and we urge 
consumers to reject wildlife products.
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From Stranded to Saved
IFAW’s Marine Mammal Rescue and 
Research team (MMRR) deploys at a 
moment’s notice to rescue stranded marine 
mammals: dolphins, whales, porpoises and 
seals.  

We work primarily on Cape Cod, in the 
United States, one of only a few places in 
the world with frequent mass strandings of 
multiple whales and dolphins. As we care for 
each stranded animal, we’re also improving 
scientific protocols for marine mammal 
rescue.

From Whaling to Watching
In 2010, IFAW sponsored the largest 
whale watching conference ever hosted in 
Japan. We are calling on whaling nations to 
abandon commercial whaling and support 
the responsible development of the whale 
watching industry as a long-term investment 
in their coastal communities.

According to a global economic study 
projected at the conference, 13 million people 
take whale watching tours each year, in 119 
countries worldwide, generating a whopping 
$2.1 billion in total expenditures.
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Song of the Whale Research
The more we know about whales, their 
behaviour and their needs, the better we 
are able to protect them. From our research 
vessel, Song of the Whale, IFAW conducts 
marine mammal population assessments 
and perfects surveying techniques and 
technologies that do not harm animals. 

IFAW’s Song of the Whale team has 
conducted research in the Atlantic Ocean, 
Mediterranean, Caribbean and Baltic seas.

Ending Commercial Whaling
Japan, Iceland and Norway continue 
firing harpoons into these gentle creatures 
for products that nobody needs. More 
than 30,000 whales have been killed for 
commercial purposes since the ban on 
whaling in 1986. 

IFAW advocates for an end to commercial 
whaling through international conventions, 
legal cases and political action within whaling 
countries.

Saving Whales
From pollution to ship strikes to deadly entanglements in fishing 
gear, whales face more threats today than in any other time in history. 
The worst, and most avoidable, threat comes from Japan, Norway, 
and Iceland, who continue to hunt whales.

IFAW is committed to ensuring that whales can live free from human 
threats through hands-on care of individual animals, practical 
solutions for making oceans safer for whales, and international policy 
work that protects whale populations and species.



A Case of Cruelty
In 2011, IFAW documented several examples 
of seals being skinned while still alive in 
direct violation of Canada’s humane killing 
regulations. The seal hunt takes place in 
dangerous conditions, on shifting ice floes, 
making it difficult to ensure a quick and 
painless death for seals, and there is little or 
no oversight from Canadian officials during 
the hunt. 

No Economic Value
The Canadian commercial seal industry is 
only worth about $1 Million USD, and yet the 
Canadian government may spend as much as 
$10 Million USD to challenge the EU seal 
ban through the World Trade organisation. 
The Canadian government should invest 
those funds in sustainable livelihoods for 
coastal communities instead.

On Thin Ice
Over the past decade, the amount of sea 
ice has been severely reduced in the Gulf 
of St. Lawrence, and 2010 had the worst ice 
coverage ever recorded in Atlantic Canada. 
Scientists estimated as many as 90% of the 
seal pups may have died due to lack of ice, 
and yet the commercial hunt continued.

Closing the Markets for Pelts
IFAW and our supporters worldwide were 
instrumental in securing the ban on seal 
products in the European Union in 2009. We 
will defend the ban from challenges by the 
Canadian government through the World 
Trade Organisation, and we are working to 
stop the expansion of seal trade into China 
and other markets.

Seal Pups Saved in Russia
In March 2009, thanks to more than 15 years 
of campaigning by IFAW, Russia banned 
hunters from killing baby seals, saving more 
than 35,000 harp seals in the White Sea  
each year.

Saving Seals

When IFAW’s photographs 
documenting the cruelty of the 
Canadian commercial seal hunt 
first hit the media in 1969, we began 
mobilising people worldwide to end 
this cruel and unnecessary hunt. 
No one needs products made from 
seal fur and there is almost no 
commercial market for seal meat. No 
animal should suffer a cruel death 
for products nobody needs.
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Located on the grounds of the Durban Deep 
mine close to Soweto, IFAW’s clinic provides 
a permanent resource for a community of 
over 300,000 people and their pets.

IFAW supports animal health check-points at 
Tiertafel’s animal ‘soup kitchens’ in Germany, 
where pet owners who are struggling 
financially can get food for their animals.

IFAW’s free mobile clinic can treat up to 
700 animals a week in some 37 impoverished 
townships near Johannesburg in South Africa.

Each year, IFAW takes a team of veterinarians 
and humane educators to provide services 
to remote James Bay Cree communities in 
Northern Canada.

Helping Dogs and Cats
Attitudes towards dogs and cats may vary from community to community 
but no animal should ever have to suffer from cruelty or neglect. IFAW helps 
communities take responsibility for the basic needs of their dogs, cats and other 
companion animals. By passing laws to protect animals, providing veterinary 
services and educating people about humane treatment of animals, we can make 
a better world for dogs and cats.

Adequate Guardianship
To live a happy and healthy life, animals 
must enjoy these freedoms:

1.  Freedom from thirst, hunger or 
malnutrition.

2.  Freedom from discomfort by providing 
adequate shelter from the elements 
and adequate resting areas.

3.  Freedom from pain, injury and disease.
4.  Freedom to express normal behaviour.
5.  Freedom from fear and distress.

Khayelitsha pet owners are well known 
for their loyalty to their pets, and for their 
incredibly creative ways of transporting pets 
to the IFAW clinic, which provides the only 
vet services in this community of more than 
one million people.



Visit IFAW’s website www.ifaw.org to sign the petition for elephant protection 
and let your government know you want them to vote against ivory trade. 

Join the Herd

Teaching Compassion

IFAW’s Animal Action education programme teaches 
children compassion towards animals and thoughtful 

stewardship of our shared environment. Each year, we 
reach more than 5 million children in fifteen countries with 
a curriculum that meets national educational standards and 

activities based on events or stories they may see in their local 
newspapers or hear about in their communities.

Every year, our Animal Action programme features a 
different animal or theme. To receive a copy of our latest 
animal action education programme, please contact your 

local IFAW office or visit our website at www.ifaw.og.

youtube.com/ifawvideo facebook.com/ifawhq twitter.com/action4ifaw

InternatIonal Fund For anImal WelFare

OFFICES IN:
Australia
Belgium
Canada
China
France
Germany
India
Japan

Kenya
Netherlands
Russia
South Africa
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States87-90 Albert Embankment

London  SE1 7UD

Founded in 1969, IFAW (the 
International Fund for Animal Welfare) 
saves animals in crisis around the 
world. With projects in more than 40 
countries, IFAW rescues individual 
animals, works to prevent cruelty 
to animals and advocates for the 
protection of wildlife and their habitats.

www.ifaw.org


