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Don’t Let These  
Giants Disappear
Elephants face increasing threats from habitat loss, 
increasing conflict with human communities, and 
poaching for ivory. 

IFAW is striving to reverse this alarming trend and 
ensure that there is always a place for elephants in 
our future.

Jason Bell-Leask
Elephant Program Director



Malawi, Liwonde National Park 
In 2011, IFAW began a model habitat project 
in Malawi, a relatively small, impoverished 
country where protected areas for elephants 
are islands in a sea of people. Strong 
anti-poaching measures and community 
involvement are central to our approach.

Kenya, Tsavo National Park
IFAW has been working with the Kenya 
Wildlife Service (KWS) since 2005 in Tsavo 
National Park, home to the single largest 
elephant population in Kenya. IFAW has 
provided vehicles, equipment and training 
for rangers as well as improved roads and 
facilities in the park.

Protecting  
Elephant
Habitats
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Protecting habitats for elephants is 
critical to the survival of the species. 
Today, only a fraction of their historic 
ranges remain. 

IFAW’s habitat protection projects 
save elephants and demonstrate a 
holistic approach to conservation 
including enhancing park operations 
and law enforcement, easing human-
wildlife conflict, and engaging local 
communities in developing strategies 
for peaceful coexistence with 
animals.
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India, Manas National Park
In partnership with the Wildlife Trust of 
India (WTI), IFAW is conducting a multi-
year program to protect elephants and other 
wildlife in Manas National Park through 
building anti-poaching capacity. 

Poaching in past years emptied the park of 
almost all wildlife, but IFAW and WTI  have 
started to reintroduce rhinos and elephants 
to the park. These animals were rescued as 
orphans and cared for at our Wildlife Rescue 
Center in Kaziranga until they were old 
enough to survive in the wild.
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Kenya, Amboseli National Park
IFAW works with renowned elephant scientist 
Cynthia Moss and the Amboseli Elephant 
Research Project (AERP) to protect the 
herds who roam at the foot of Mount 
Kilimanjaro. Dr. Moss has followed these 
elephants since 1972, and her findings have 
provided incredible insights into elephant 
society, intelligence and ecology. 

IFAW is supporting Dr. Moss’s elephant 
research as well as partnering with the Kenya 
Wildlife Service to build anti-poaching 
capacity in the park and with a local Masaai 
group ranch on community conservation 
projects.
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Standing 
Between 
Poachers 
and Their 
Prey
The ivory trade has created a tragedy 
for elephant populations, which 
are dwindling in many elephant 
range states. IFAW is focusing 
anti-poaching efforts in locations in 
Central and Western Africa where 
elephant poaching is most severe and 
where governments have requested 
support.  

IFAW’s anti-poaching experts 
undertake needs assessments, and 
then provide the appropriate training 
and technical assistance.

Supporting Law Enforcement
In many parts of Africa, obtaining the basic 
necessities of life – food, water, clothing and 
shelter – makes a ranger’s job even harder. 
In Salonga National Park, Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC), in addition to 
training rangers, IFAW provides uniforms, 
shoes, canteens and hammocks with 
mosquito netting to rangers on the front line 
protecting elephants.
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As human populations expand, the likelihood of 
conflict with elephant populations increases as 
well. It is important to note that elephants exist 
not only as populations, but as unique individuals, 
members of a family and social groups, and 
integral parts of complex ecosystems. Combining 
research and on-the-ground projects, IFAW aims 
to promote ethically and scientifically sound policy 
solutions to issues threatening elephants.

Living with 
Elephants

Room to Roam 
in  Southern Africa 

In Southern Africa, existing protected areas 
and national parks are often too small and 
isolated to provide sufficient habitat for 
elephants. This has led some people to 
believe that there are too many elephants, 
or that elephants are destroying biodiversity. 
These opinions can lead to calls for killing 
elephants – culling the herds. However, 
research has shown that when allowed, 
elephant herds will move from place to place 
and the ecosystem will revitalize naturally. 

IFAW opposes elephant culls, which are not 
based on sound science and ethics. Instead, 
IFAW promotes the idea of creating corridors 
between protected areas so that elephant 
populations can migrate and protected 
habitats can become more ecologically 
sustainable.

A Place of Peace in Kenya
Namunyak Wildlife Conservation Trust 
(NWCT) is a community conservancy located 
in northern Kenya. It is home to more than 
20,000 people and the largest elephant 
population outside of protected areas in all 
of Kenya. 

Namunyak means “place of peace” in the 
Samburu language. With IFAW’s support for 
more than 10 years, the Conservation Trust’s 
game scouts help maintain peace in the 
region by enhancing the security of wildlife 
and people and encouraging support for 
conservation.
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Living in Harmony in China
There may be as few as 300 Asian elephants 
left in China, primarily in its Yunnan 
Province. In this region, IFAW community 
programs have helped reduce human-
elephant conflict through economic, farming 
and educational initiatives.

Jumbo Move in Malawi
In 2009, IFAW relocated an entire herd of 
83 elephants from a village in Malawi where 
there were frequent deadly conflicts between 
humans and elephants. Working with the 
Malawi government, IFAW moved the herd 
150 miles to a secure, free-roaming reserve.

Safe Passage for 
Elephants in India
IFAW and our partner, the Wildlife 
Trust of India, have identified 88 
crucial elephant corridors across 
India. In 2010, we purchased 
the 25.4-acre Kollegal Elephant 
Corridor, which is used by more 
than a thousand elephants.

By transferring this land to state 
protection, we are ensuring that 
these elephants will have a safe 
path through the wild that avoids 
dangerous encounters with human 
communities, roads, railways and 
other threats.
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Dying for Ivory
In 1989, in an attempt to protect a rapidly 
declining African elephant population, all 
international sales of African elephant parts 
were banned by CITES. This protection 
proved highly effective and elephant 
populations showed signs of recovering.

However, in 1997, CITES allowed sales 
from existing stockpiles of ivory from four 
African nations. Another sale of stockpiled 
ivory was permitted by CITES in 2008.

It is difficult to estimate how many 
elephants are poached each year for their 
ivory as officials may not discover or 
report all poaching incidences. However, 
in 2009, more than 1,200 African elephant 
carcasses were discovered with the tusks 
removed, according to CITES’ MIKE 
system (Monitoring the Illegal Killing of 
Elephants).

Pledge for Elephant Protection
As of 2010, 175 countries were party to 
CITES and responsible for voting to increase 
or decrease the protection of elephants from 
international trade in ivory. Only if the world 
unites to ban all sales of ivory will elephants 
have a chance of survival.

Visit www.ifaw.org to take the pledge for 
elephant protection and let your government 
know you want them to vote against  
ivory trade.
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Ending the 
Ivory Trade
IFAW believes that legal sales from existing stockpiles of ivory permitted 
by CITES fuel the demand for ivory and make it easier for illegal 
ivory from poached elephants to enter the market. Customs officials 
around the world seized more than 16 tons of elephant ivory in 2009 
– representing hundreds of dead elephants – more than double the 
amount seized the year before. 

IFAW campaigns to stop ivory stockpile sales. We provide training and 
support to customs officers and wildlife rangers to prevent poaching and 
to improve trade regulation enforcement.



Visit IFAW’s website www.ifaw.org to sign the petition for elephant protection 
and let your government know you want them to vote against ivory trade. 

Join the Herd

youtube.com/ifawvideo facebook.com/ifawhq twitter.com/action4ifaw
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Founded in 1969, IFAW (the 
International Fund for Animal Welfare) 
saves animals in crisis around the 
world. With projects in more than 40 
countries, IFAW rescues individual 
animals, works to prevent cruelty 
to animals and advocates for the 
protection of wildlife and their habitats.

www.ifaw.org


