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Adequate Guardianship
Cultures around the world may vary, but one thing is 
common: where communities suffer, so do their animals. 
IFAW’s companion animal team works according to a 
principle we call “Adequate Guardianship.” This means 
meeting the basic needs of a community’s dogs and cats as 
outlined in these five freedoms:

1. Freedom from thirst, hunger or malnutrition.

2.  Freedom from discomfort by providing adequate shelter 
from the elements and adequate resting areas.

3. Freedom from pain, injury and disease.

4. Freedom to express normal behavior.

5. Freedom from fear and distress.

When dogs and cats receive adequate guardianship, 
communities improve – and so does their ability to care for 
their animals. 

IFAW advocates for laws that protect animals from cruelty 
and neglect, we provide veterinary training and basic 
veterinary services, and we educate adults and children 
about responsible and humane treatment of animals.

Together, we can create lasting solutions to make the world 
a better place for dogs and cats.

Kate Nattrass - Atema  
Companion Animal Program Director



IFAW supports animal health checkpoints at 
Tiertafel’s animal ‘soup kitchens’ in Germany, 
where pet owners who are struggling 
financially can get food for their animals.

IFAW’s free mobile clinic can treat up to 
700 animals a week and reaches some 37 
impoverished townships across Johannesburg 
in South Africa.

Each year, IFAW takes a team of 
veterinarians and humane animal care 
educators to provide services to remote 
James Bay Cree communities in Northern 
Canada.

Helping Disadvantaged 
Communities Help 
Their Animals
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Basic veterinary services are 
often unavailable or out of 
reach to those in the world’s 
poorest communities. 

Impoverished people may love 
their dogs and cats but struggle 
to support themselves, and can’t 
afford care for their pets. For 
some, lack of veterinary care 
has cast companion animals 
away from the home, building a 
cycle of neglect and abuse.

This leaves animals more
vulnerable to disease, 
malnutrition and abandonment. 
Starving dogs and cats give 
birth to litters of offspring that 
cannot be fed. Illnesses go 
untreated. 

IFAW’s free veterinary clinics 
provide essential primary 
care. We work to find homes 
for animals abandoned by 
their owners and we teach 
people how to give their pets a 
healthier and safer life.



Mobile Vet Services
IFAW’s team makes daily rounds to 
communities that cannot reach our clinic. 
Pets are commonly treated for mange, 
distemper and parasites.

Full-Service Vet Clinic
Located on the grounds of the Durban 
Deep mine close to Soweto, IFAW’s clinic 
provides a free and permanent resource for 
a community of over 300,000 people and 
their pets.
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Going Where No 
One Else Will Go

Residents gratefully report that the average 
life span of pets in the townships has risen 
since the IFAW projects began in 1995.

IFAW works in collaboration with human-
aid organizations that help AIDS-afflicted, 
severely ill adults and abandoned children, 
conditions that are common in the townships. 

IFAW runs a children’s educational program 
that teaches responsible pet care and 
kindness, while providing a healthy meal for 
children and their pets every weekend.

Improving Lives  
for Pets and People

In the townships of Johannesburg, 
crippling poverty and inadequate 
services have a devastating effect on 
domestic cats and dogs. IFAW brings 
desperately needed medical care and 
food to animals in 37 communities, 
treating up to 700 animals in a week. 
IFAW is the only provider of animal 
medical care in most of the areas 
where we work.
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Caring for 
Cape Town Pets

Home to at least one million people, Khayelitsha, South 
Africa, is a sprawling mix of shantytown and low-cost, 
government-subsidized housing near  Cape Town.

Most people in Khayelitsha own pets and IFAW’s free 
clinic is the only veterinary resource available to everyone 
in the community.
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Khayelitsha pet owners are well known 
for their loyalty to their pets, and for their 
incredibly creative ways of transporting pets 
to the clinic.

In addition to dedicated volunteers and 
employees from the surrounding community, 
veterinarians from all over the world come to 
serve at IFAW’s clinic without charge.
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Attitudes toward dogs and cats may vary 
community by community, but IFAW 
believes that no dog or cat should suffer 
from cruelty or neglect. Through hands-
on care, compassionate education and 
humane solutions to pet population 
management, we are making the world a 
better place for dogs and cats.   

Ending the 
Cycle of 
Neglect 
and Abuse

Southwestern United States
IFAW has been working on the Navajo 
Nation for more than 11 years to help  
provide vital veterinary services, education 
and outreach to low-income residents.

We work with Navajo authorities to help 
them make the most of their overstretched 
resources, targeting the most vulnerable 
populations.

Our puppy adoption program gives  
unwanted puppies a second chance by 
providing an alternative to abandonment 
and the opportunity for a loving  
new home.

Northern Canada
In the remote Taiga region in the province 
of Quebec, Cree communities located along 
the East Coast of James Bay have little or 
no access to animal medical services and 
guidance on good pet care. 

Northern communities are looking for 
effective and humane solutions that will allow 
dogs and humans to thrive together.

Each year, IFAW takes a committed team 
of vets and educators to provide services to 
eight remote James Bay Cree communities of 
Canada. Vets perform spay/neuter surgeries 
and vaccinate and de-worm each animal. In 
just one day, 50 to 200 animals are vaccinated 
and up to 60 can be sterilized.

Cozumel, Mexico
Years ago in Cozumel, the only method of 
dog and cat population control was poisoning 
animals in the streets. The Humane Society 
of Cozumel (HSC) was founded to stop this 
cruel practice. 

In 2008, IFAW began a partnership with HSC 
to raise the welfare of all dogs and cats on the 
island through ongoing education, outreach, 
research and an intensive spay/neuter 
campaign.

Special Delivery 2010
When dozens of dogs in Cozumel and 
Northern Canada needed to be rehomed, 
IFAW’s team sprang into action. 

In Cozumel, a new company was evicting 
dogs who had made the municipal dump their 
home. The local shelter was full, so IFAW 
helped move dogs from the dump and shelter 
to new homes in the United States.

In Northern Canada, a community 
overwhelmed by the number of roaming dogs 
asked for our help to find loving homes for 
the dogs. IFAW rescuers loaded the dogs in 
a convoy of vans for the long journey to their 
new homes in the South.
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Haiti Earthquake
On January 12, 2010, a 7.0 earthquake rocked 
the small island nation of Haiti. The largest 
quake on the island in 200 years reduced 
buildings to rubble, and demolished the 
capital, Port-au-Prince. 

Just days after the quake, IFAW and the 
World Society for the Protection of Animals 
formed the Animal Relief Coalition for Haiti 
(ARCH) to provide relief for the animal 
survivors and address the threat of disease 
spreading from animals to humans. 

Our mobile veterinary clinic treated over 
68,000 animals, and the ARCH project also 
made long-term improvements to animal 
welfare.

China Earthquake
After the devastating earthquake in 2008, 
IFAW rushed more than six tons of animal 
food and other supplies to some of the 
hardest-hit areas within Sichuan province. 
 
Concerns about rabies in roaming dogs after 
the disaster led some authorities to consider 
dog culls. IFAW met with local government 
officials in Zun Dao, who agreed to halt dog 
culling operations in the area and welcomed 
IFAW’s anti-rabies vaccination and veterinary 
care program. 

Eventually, the team treated more than 1,200 
dogs and provided training to local vets on 
humane handling of stray animals.

Emergency Shelters
IFAW’s experience with setting up shelters  
in the wake of disasters has made us a 
“go to” organization for impacted 
communities needing to move, feed and 
shelter large numbers of animals.

United States Hurricanes and 
Floods
Hurricanes and floods regularly batter the 
Gulf Coast of the United States and IFAW 
has become one of the leaders in animal 
rescue after these disasters. 

In 2008, IFAW helped shelter more than 
1,300 pets when people in Louisiana were 
forced to evacuate from Hurricane Gustav’s 
path. 

IFAW has provided equipment and  
conducted trainings for state animal response 
teams throughout the United States, and 
responds to disasters whenever states request 
additional assistance.
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Emergency Relief
In just over five years, IFAW has rescued and treated animals in 
more than 30 of the world’s worst disasters, including the 2011 
earthquake and Tsunami in Japan, the 2010 Haiti earthquake 
and the 2008 earthquake in China. We have treated more than 
200,000 animals in the wake of the disasters.

IFAW works with local communities, governments and animal 
rescue groups during and after disasters to establish animal 
rescue plans, train local responders and improve animal welfare 
in the impacted regions for the long term.
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Cultivating Compassion and 
Responsibility for Pets –  
Beijing, China
Owning a pet has only become popular 
in China in the past decade or so. Good 
information on pet care and behavior 
isn’t readily available, there aren’t enough 
quality veterinary services and there is no 
national legislation protecting animals from 
maltreatment or outright cruelty. 

IFAW has managed to stop three to four 
dog culls in China every year since 1998 by 
lobbying and sharing accurate information 
about disease prevention and population 
control.

We are advocating for national legislation 
that would protect cats and dogs from cruelty 
like the dog culls throughout China.

Protecting Animals and People 
from Rabies – Bali, Indonesia
Since 2002, IFAW has been  supporting a 
local group to bring education, vaccination 
and sterilization services to the villages and 
beaches of Bali. 

In 2010, IFAW supported a WSPA/Bali 
Animal Welfare Association-led initiative 
to eradicate rabies from the island of Bali. 
Today, teams have vaccinated 70 percent 
of the dog population, more than 270,000 
individual animals.

In Moscow, an estimated 30,000 homeless 
and abandoned dogs roam the streets that 
are bitterly cold for many months every year. 
Until 2003, Moscow had a “catch and kill” 
policy to control the dog population. 

IFAW efforts helped lead the Russian 
parliament to enact anti-cruelty legislation, 
and bring an end to “catch and kill.”

Now, management authorities have put stray 
dogs away in massive, long-term facilities, 
each holding hundreds of dogs in substandard 
conditions.

IFAW is guiding a smaller community shelter 
known as “Tess” towards a positive new role 
as Moscow’s model shelter.

Shelter for Street Dogs – Moscow, Russia
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Creating Humane, 
Sustainable Solutions

When conflict erupts between communities and animals, the 
common misconception is that there are too many animals and 
that killing them is the only solution. Poisoning with strychnine, 
bludgeoning with sticks, shooting, electrocution and drowning – 

not only are these methods inhumane, they don’t work. 

We understand that conflicts between animals and communities 
are complex. IFAW approaches local communities respectfully 

and works with them to define their needs, goals and barriers to 
providing safe, humane management of dogs and cats.



youtube.com/ifawvideo facebook.com/ifawhq twitter.com/action4ifaw
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Founded in 1969, IFAW (the 
International Fund for Animal Welfare) 
saves animals in crisis around the 
world. With projects in more than 40 
countries, IFAW rescues individual 
animals, works to prevent cruelty 
to animals and advocates for the 
protection of wildlife and their habitats.

www.ifaw.org

Pledge your support at www.ifaw.org.

... enough food to eat, water to drink, 
protection from sun or cold, the freedom to 
exercise and express natural behaviors, and 
freedom from cruelty, fear and neglect.

Dogs and cats depend upon us to provide the 
basic necessities for a happy and healthy life ...

Animals need greater protection worldwide. 
Please help by signing our petition to pass the 
Universal Declaration on Animal Welfare 
(UDAW) at the United Nations. 


