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Dear Educators,

A hot topic in every school is disaster 

prevention and preparedness. But it’s not 

only our students, friends and families that 

we want to protect; it’s also animals! This 

year, Animal Action Week (AAW), organized 

by IFAW (International Fund for Animal 

Welfare) takes place October 1-7, to coincide 

with World Animal Day on October 4. Animal 

Action Week is a great time to talk to your 

students about how animals affected by 

disasters need our help. IFAW has teamed 

up with Weekly Reader Custom Publishing to 

bring you “To the Rescue! Emergency Relief 

for Animals,” a program designed to teach 

students in grades 3 and 4 about  

animal welfare. 

National Education Standards 
Grades 3-5

These standards can be found at  
www.mcrel.org (Mid-continent  
Research for Education and Learning). 
This site contains a compendium of 
content standards and benchmarks  
for K-12 education.

Civics

J Understands the importance of 
voluntarism as a characteristic  
of American society (e.g., people 
should volunteer to help others in 
their family, schools, communities, 
state, nation, and the world; 
volunteering is a source of individual 
satisfaction and fulfillment)

Geography

J Knows the ways in which the  
physical environment is stressed  
by human activities (e.g., changes in 
climate, air pollution, water pollution, 
expanding human settlement)

J Knows natural hazards that occur in 
the physical environment (e.g., floods, 
wind storms, tornadoes, earthquakes)

Language Arts

J Uses reading skills and strategies to 
understand a variety of informational 
texts (e.g., textbooks, biographical 
sketches, letters, diaries, directions, 
procedures, magazines)

Science

J Knows that an organism’s patterns 
of behavior are related to the nature 
of that organism’s environment 
(e.g., kinds and numbers of other 
organisms present, availability  
of food and resources, physical 
characteristics of the environment)

Visual Arts

J Uses visual structures and functions 
of art to communicate ideas
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Using the Poster
Your students will be motivated to enter  
this year’s “Design-A-Calendar” contest 
when they see the contest-winning art 
from Animal Action Week 2006 posted in 
your classroom or hallway. The fun facts 
associated with the student-created pictures 
can be used to generate projects and class 
discussions. The pictures will inspire you 
and your students, while the calendar will 
help you stay on track all year round. 

Look inside the 4-page IFAW AAW  
booklet for details about the  
“Design-A-Calendar” contest —  
and encourage your students to enter!

Program Objectives

J To provide information 
about animals affected 
by different disasters

J To encourage students 
to consider how they 
might help animals 
affected by disasters

Program Components

J Five reproducible 
student activities

J A calendar poster

J Four-page Animal 
Action Week booklet 
with contest entry form

Emergency Relief for Animals



Before beginning the first activity, consider reading  
aloud the following passages about domestic and wild 
animals. Ask your students to guess which animals  
you’re describing.  

J I am a domestic animal. That means I have been 
tamed. I might be a pet or an animal that lives on a 
farm, and I count on people for protection. You can 
usually find me in or near a home. Want a clue about 
me? I have pointy ears, whiskers, a long tail and 
small, sharp teeth. I like to play with balls of yarn. 
What am I? (answer: cat)

J I am a wild animal. That means I’m not tame. I almost 
always live outside. It’s usually okay to watch me 
from a safe distance. You see me as pearly white. My 
friends say I am very big, though in certain seasons 
I go on a diet. I live where it’s extremely cold. Guess 
what? Though my brown, black, and grizzly cousins 
like to sleep all winter, I do something called “walking 
hibernation.” What am I? (answer: polar bear)

Then, encourage students to determine and list, perhaps 
in a table drawn on the chalkboard, distinguishing 
characteristics of domestic and wild animals. First, ask 
them to name a few domestic animals, such as dogs, 
cows, and some horses. Then, ask them to name a few  
wild animals, such as tigers, porcupines, and sharks. 

Ask students:

J Where do they live?

J What do they need every day?

J How do they get what they need?

J How are people connected to them? 

This will allow students to compare domestic and wild 
animals. You may offer students time to research animals. 
End the lesson by asking students what might prevent 
various animals from getting the things they need. 

Activity One
Man-made or Natural?

This activity will help students learn about the different 
types of disasters. Before distributing copies, ask students 
if they think missing the bus or having a bad hair day is 
a disaster. Then, read aloud the activity sheet. Consider 
having students read each section, and periodically ask if 
students have questions or comments. You may wish to 
ask students to list or name additional disasters.  

Then, encourage students to match the animal helpers in 
the box to the two disasters. Follow up by asking students 
to think about the tsunami and the oil spill, and decide 
which disaster was man-made and which was natural.

Activity Two
Helping Animals Be Healthy and Happy

Before you distribute copies of this activity, introduce the 
following words: rehabilitate (help to become healthy), 
sanctuary (safe place), volunteer (unpaid helper), 
expert (authority), release (let go), and rescue (save). 
As an alternative, have students look up the definitions.

After distributing copies of Activity Two, read the story 
aloud. Background information: Professor Valentin 
Pazhetnov and his family rescue the cubs; they are 
orphans because their mothers are killed by hunters. 
Use discretion when determining whether to discuss 
this. If you choose to tell the students, you may wish to 
introduce the word prevent (stop something before it 
happens). Then, tell the students that although the family 
can’t prevent the hunting, they can rescue the cubs. Ask 
students how they think the family prepares for rescuing 
the cubs. Then, ask students to unscramble the words to 
complete the sentences.

Answers, in order: volunteer, rescue, expert, 
sanctuary, release, rehabilitate

Activity Three
Orangutan Rescue in Borneo!

Before distributing Activity Three, introduce the words 
Borneo, Indonesia, prevent (if not already introduced) 
and orangutan by writing them on the board and 
reviewing them with your students. Then, read the 
following story aloud: 

J Animal experts and volunteers prepare to help 
animals affected by disasters. Some try to prevent the 
disasters before they happen. But that’s not always 
possible. In 2006, orangutans in Borneo, Indonesia, 
were threatened by forest fires. Animal experts were 
ready! They rescued orangutans and took them to a 
safe place to give them medical care. 

 After disasters, animals sometimes need a new place 
to live. They may stay for a little while or a long time. 
Special sanctuaries are created by people just for 
animals. Some animals stay in sanctuaries until their 
new homes are ready. Others stay to get healthy. 
Most animals are returned to the wild when they 
are ready. The orangutans were released into a new 
forest when they were healthy again. Many people 
helped them feel better! 

As you distribute copies of this activity, tell students 
they are going to go back in time to help the orangutans 
in Borneo. Read the instructions at the top of the sheet. 
After students select their answers, ask them to write their 
orangutan rescue stories on separate paper or the back 
of the activity sheets. Then, ask students to draw or color 
pictures to show the stories of their orangutan rescues.  

Student Activities



As some students may be concerned about the details of 
certain disasters and the animals affected, please review 
the following sites before referring students to them.

www.ifaw.org
International Fund for Animal Welfare
www.myanimalisland.com
A virtual animal world at IFAW’s kids’ website
www.animalrescuetv.com
Animal Rescue
An Emmy-nominated series featuring real animal rescue stories
www.rootsandshoots.org
Roots & Shoots: The Power of Youth is Global 
A program of the Jane Goodall Institute
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Activity Four
Too Hot to Handle!

Before distributing copies of this activity, introduce the 
word drought (when there’s not enough water). Then 
tell students we are still in the planning, preparing, 
slowing down, and possibly even preventing stages of 
the situation about which they’ll be reading. Tell students 
they have the opportunity to help. Then, read aloud the 
passage at the top of the page and ask students to fill in 
the blanks with the words in the word bank.  

Answers, in order: water, lights, computer, bottles, 
recycle, paper, tree, difference

Activity Five
Animal Action People To The Rescue!

As you distribute this activity sheet, ask students if they 
think it’s important to help animals in need. Then, ask 
them if they have any advice about how to help. Read 
aloud the top of the sheet, and then ask students to 
circle the best answers. After they’ve completed the quiz, 
correct and discuss their answers. 

Answers:  1. c 2. b 3. c 4. a 5. b  

What Have You Heard?

Ask students to name the types of disasters they  
might encounter in your area, such as floods, droughts, 
tornadoes, and volcanoes. Ask them to talk about  
the following:

J Whether each disaster is man-made, natural,  
small-scale, or large-scale

J Which animals might be affected

J What sort of help animals might need 

If you feel it’s appropriate, you may ask students to do 
supervised research (in your school library or computer 
lab) about the following:

J Hurricane Katrina

J A specific disaster that occurred in your area

J The Centre for Wildlife Rehabilitation and 
Conservation in Assam, India

J Recent whale and dolphin strandings 

Ask students to focus on the location, type of disaster 
(man-made or natural), animals affected, emergency relief, 
rehabilitation, and/or sanctuary after the disaster.

Please note that the resources listed below will give you 
and your students places to begin your research.  

Extension Activities

Resources

Who Would You Like to Help?

Ask students to work individually or in small groups to 
choose animals to help during future disasters. They 
might consider bears, penguins, seals, whales, dolphins, 
dogs, cats, horses, and so on. Tell them they’ll need the 
front and back of a clean sheet of paper.

Provide them with paper and ask them to write  
the following:

J The name of their animal

J An individual or group name, such as “Penguin 
Pals” or “Bear Buddy”

J A short “before, during, and after” plan. They should 
think about:

3	 planning for and perhaps trying to prevent 
anticipated disasters

3	 what they can do to help during the disaster

3	 what they can do to help after the disaster

J A pledge. Perhaps they could start by saying, “I 
pledge to help (insert animal name here) before, 
during and after future disasters.” Ask students to 
sign their pledge sheets.

Students may need to consult with animal experts or 
government officials to find out more.

Encourage students to choose a wide range of animals. 
Consider posting their plans and pledge sheets by the 
poster, around the classroom, or in the hallway. You 
may ask students to look online to find out if there are 
special days, weeks, or months that honor their animals.  
These “animal holidays” could be noted on the calendar. 
Alternatively, students could celebrate the animals on 
the poster during the corresponding months. 



In 2000, off the coast of South 
Africa, the ship Treasure sank and 
spilled tons of oil into the ocean. 
Thousands of African  
Penguins needed help.  
They needed shelter, 
food and water,  
medical tests, and  
baths to clean 
off the oil. 

A tsunami (sue-NAH-mee) is a 
huge ocean wave caused by an 
underwater earthquake. The 2005 
South Asia Tsunami affected 
many animals, including some 
that lived on farms. The farmers 
needed help caring for their 
livestock. Livestock and pets 
needed food, water, medicine, 
and a dry place to stay.

In both of these disasters, many 
people went to the rescue!  

Two True Stories about Animals  
Helped in Disasters

MAN-MADE or Natural?

Who might have helped the animals? Write your choices on the lines.
 
Coast Guard ballerinas people with food and water
volunteers people with boats veterinarians
football players Humane Society opera singers

oil spill: __________________   __________________   __________________

tsunami: __________________   __________________   __________________

Name:____________________________________________

“That lunch was a disaster!” Have you ever heard 
that? Some people use “disaster” to describe everyday 
things. Disasters can cause trouble for people, and also 
animals. But true disasters are worse than a bad school 
lunch. Do you know the following disaster facts?

J  A natural disaster is usually trouble caused  
by nature.  

 Here are some examples: floods, tornadoes, 
hurricanes, and earthquakes.  

 Some natural disasters are mysteries. We don’t 
know exactly why or how they happen! 

 Here’s an example: stranding, when animals like 
whales get stuck on shore or in shallow water. 

J A man-made disaster is trouble caused  
by people!  

 Here are two examples: some fires, and also  
oil spills, when ships that carry oil spill it into 
oceans and other water.

J Some disasters are small and don’t hurt many 
people or animals. Other disasters are big, or 
large-scale. They affect a lot of people and animals.

 Small-scale disaster example: stranding
 Large-scale disaster example: Hurricane Katrina
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HELPING ANIMALS Be Healthy and Happy

Directions: Read the following animal rescue story.

Now, unscramble the letters to create words that complete the sentences 
below. HINT: all the words can be found in “WORDS TO KNOW.”

People who ____________________ are helpers who are not paid. olvtunree   

When you ____________________ an animal, you save it. esrceu   

A person who knows a lot about a certain subject is an ____________________. pertex

A ____________________ is a safe place. anctsyuar

People ____________________ many healthy, rescued animals back into the wild. serelae

People who ____________________ animals help the animals become healthy. habilretatei

Name:____________________________________________

WORDS TO kNOW

rescue

volunteer

rehabilitate

expert

release

sanctuary

ACTIVITY 2
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There is a family in Russia that saves bear cubs every 
winter. These cubs don’t have mothers.

The family cares for the cubs in a sanctuary. This safe  
place has big crates where the bears sleep. It also has 
large areas where they play together. The family feeds  
the bears warm milk five times a day, and even gives  
them baths! But, if the bears get too comfortable around 
humans, they’ll forget how to take care of themselves.  
So, the family wears gloves when they touch the bears. 
And, the family doesn’t talk to or cuddle the cubs.

When the cubs are three months old, they move to a 
fenced yard inside a forest. The gates are open  
during the day so that the bears can explore. They  
learn to find their own food. When they are about  
eight months old, the cubs return to the wild.  
They’re ready to take care of themselves.

Since the Russian family began their efforts, they have 
helped more than 120 bear cubs!



Directions: Read the questions below. Circle one answer for each. 

Directions: On a separate sheet of paper, 
write your orangutan rescue story using 
all the answers you circled. Then, draw 
a picture to show what happened. 

Wouldn’t it be great to go back in time 
to help the orangutans in Borneo? 
Now you can!

Pretend you are there to help. You get 
to decide why you are there and what 
you are doing. 

Name:____________________________________________

ORANGUTAN RESCUE in Borneo!

ACTIVITY 3
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What do you smell?
J	 fresh autumn rain
J	 smoky air and wildflowers
J	 zoo smells

How do you feel?
J	 excited 
J	 full of energy
J	 happy to be able to help

How will you feel after  
helping orangutans?

J	 proud
J	 thankful
J	 relieved

Why are you in the Borneo forest?
J	 You are a veterinarian.
J	 You are a traveler.
J	 You are a forest ranger.

What are you doing?
J	 visiting on vacation
J	 giving medicine and supplies  

to the orangutans
J	 fighting fires

What do you see?
J	 dark green, tall trees
J	 many people from around the world
J	 orangutans happy to see you

Now you’ve picked the facts.  
But what’s your whole story?



Have you heard of global warming? It means 
the Earth and its oceans and air are slowly 
getting warmer. Some people call this “climate 
change.” Many scientists think this may lead to 
more disasters. Droughts, floods, earthquakes, 
and hurricanes may happen more often. People 
around the world are planning and preparing for 
this. They’re also taking action to try to slow down 
global warming. This will help keep people and 
animals safer. And guess what? You can help!

Directions: Read the words in the word box. 
Then, fill in the blanks below to complete the 
passage. When you’re done, read it aloud to 
make sure you know what to do. You can 
make a big difference!

I can help slow down global warming! To start, I should conserve, or save, some  

things. When I’m brushing my teeth, I should turn off the ________________________  

until I need it. I can also turn off the ________________________ when the sun is  

bright or when I leave my room. I should shut down my ________________________  

when I’m done with it. With the help of grownups, I can recycle or reuse soda cans  

and water ________________________. I can also ________________________ when I  

make a mistake writing on a piece of ________________________. I can help even  

more if I plant a ________________________. There are many small things I can do to  

make a big ________________________!

lights	

computer	

recycle

paper

WORD BOX

tree	 	

water	

difference	

bottles

DID YOU kNOW?  Trees make clean oxygen.

to Handle!TOO HOT
Name:____________________________________________

ACTIVITY 4
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Anyone can be an animal action person. These people  
always try to help animals. Now they need your advice. 

Directions: Read about the events below. Can you  
figure out what the people in these disasters should do? 
Circle the best response for each. 

Name:____________________________________________

ANIMAL ACTION PEOPLE To The Rescue!

1.  A whale and her calf are stranded in shallow water near 
California. People on shore are watching the whales. The people should:
a) Make a huge sandcastle.
b) Ask people around them what they should name the whales.
c) Let animal experts take care of the whales, but offer to help. 

2.  A person with a ship is sailing by an oil spill in an ocean. Penguins 
need to be rescued. The person with the ship should:  
a) Sing a song about penguins.
b) Ask the Coast Guard if they need help, and offer the ship as a safe place.
c) Get bathing suits and some water wings.

3.  There’s a terrible forest fire. A firefighter in the area is watching TV. 
The firefighter should: 
a) Continue to watch the TV show – it’s really good!
b) Call a veterinarian and ask him or her to go to the rescue.
c) Turn off the TV and volunteer to help fight the fire and rescue animals!

4.   Flood water is streaming through a town where a veterinarian lives.  
If possible, the veterinarian should:
a) Offer medicine and a dry, safe place for the animals.
b) Try to hire more veterinarians.
c) Consider taking a vacation.

5.  Global warming is heating up the Earth and its oceans and air. This 
could hurt people and animals. A student wants to help. She should: 
a) Ignore the problem. Someone else will help.
b) Save energy. Recycle bottles, cans, and paper. And, plant a tree!
c) Do whatever she wants. No matter what she does, it will help. 

ACTIVITY 5
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You can be an animal action person, too! Remember, even one person can make a big difference!


