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Introducing Keep Wild Animals Wild

Dear Educator:

For millions of years, planet Earth has been home to thriving populations of wild 
animals. Humans came along about 200,000 years ago and consequently changed life 
on Earth forever. Today, the biggest threats to wildlife come from human causes. One 
is habitat destruction from pollution and development. The effects of human-related 
climate change are another threat. A third and rapidly escalating threat to wild 
animals is commercial wildlife trade—the buying and selling of live wild animals or 
products that use their parts. Wildlife trade does not just affect a few animals and a 
few countries. Wildlife trade affects everyone and every country around the world. 
Through this and other education programs from International Fund for Animal 
Welfare’s (IFAW) Animal Action Education, more than 5 million students, teachers, 
and families in two dozen countries are learning about animals and how we can 
better protect them.  

Keep Wild Animals Wild is available at three levels of instruction. Students ages 5 to 7  
are introduced to the concepts of what makes an animal wild and how people can 
observe and appreciate wildlife responsibly. Students ages 8 to 10 and 11 to 14 learn 
about wildlife trade, how it is relevant to them, and how they can take action to help 
protect wild animals from wildlife trade.

IFAW’s education programs are good for animals and good for your students, too! 
Environmental education has been found to improve critical thinking skills, motivate 
students to become more engaged, and promote academic achievement. Studies 
have also shown that integrating humane education into the classroom can lead to 
reductions in school violence and bullying while supporting moral development and 
instilling a sense of responsibility for others, both animals and people.

We’d love to hear from you! Please feel free to contact us with any questions or send 
us your feedback so we can continue to improve the value of our programs for you, 
your students, and core classroom activities. 

Sincerely,  
Nancy Barr  
Program Director, IFAW Animal Action Education
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“IFAW engages children in a different way in that it’s 
not every day where kids are asked to interpret issues on 
animals using art.” 

– David Kimani, Juhudi Children’s Club, Kenya 

“It’s invaluable to have lessons that relate to the Common 
Core while at the same time providing information on how 
students can get involved and be effective animal activists 
at home.” 

– Elementary School Teacher, California, USA

“The European Commission believes that a proper 
education strategy can be a powerful tool and the breadth 
of IFAW’s Animal Action Education Program makes it an 
extremely useful tool in increasing awareness of animal 
welfare.” 

–  Andrea Gavinelli, Head of Unit for Animal Welfare 
Health and Consumers Directorate General, European 
Commission

What Educators Are Saying . . .
“This pack helped encourage my children’s 
development of free speech and they showed a more 
mature attitude to wildlife and animals.” 

– Key Stage 3/4 Teacher, United Kingdom

“This is a successful and important program for 
both the student and the teacher. It emphasizes the 
importance of the animals’ welfare as it encourages the 
students to read, research and write.” 

–   Primary School Teacher, Dubai,  
United Arab Emirates

Animal Action Education
The International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) 
rescues and protects animals around the world . 
IFAW’s Animal Action Education program provides 
free educational materials in a dozen languages and 
dialects—including Braille, reaching some 5 million 
young people worldwide each year in 40+ countries . 
Visit our library of free teaching resources at  
www .ifaw .org/education . For more information, you 
can also e-mail AAE_US@ifaw .org .
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Why Teach Keep Wild Animals 
Wild?
IFAW’s Animal Action Education resources highlight a 
variety of animal welfare and conservation themes—includ-
ing information about specific animals, for example ele-
phants and tigers (Elephants, Never Forget and Born to Be 
Wild), and the importance of biodiversity around the world 
(Under One Sky). Keep Wild Animals Wild is the latest in 
a series that seeks to help students better appreciate and 
understand wildlife and the threats wild animals face from 
human activities. 
In the Ages 5–7 unit of Keep Wild Animals Wild, students 
investigate the difference between wild and domestic ani-
mals and how we can learn to live respectfully alongside 
wildlife. In the Ages 8–10 and Ages 11–14 units, students 
develop an understanding about wildlife trade. They learn 
that commercial trade in wildlife doesn’t just endanger ani-
mals and ecosystems—it jeopardizes the health and safety 
of people, too.   
Wildlife trade is a significant global issue that can hit close 
to home for many students. For example, it may be com-
mon in some areas for families to keep wild animals, such 
as tigers or monkeys, as pets. While the challenges are big, 
students who choose to engage with the issue will discover 
a sense of purpose and hope. Not only can students take 
direct action themselves, they can make an even bigger 
impact by learning about wildlife trade and the importance 
of protecting animals in the wild, and then sharing their 
knowledge with others. Students can make a difference in 
reducing the demand for wildlife trade products and help-
ing address this worldwide crisis.
Teaching students about keeping wild animals wild 
and protecting them from wildlife trade also allows for 
interdisciplinary instructional opportunities. To engage 
with these topics, students draw upon their background 
knowledge of subjects such as geography, economics,  
and life science.

The lessons within the program also give students oppor-
tunities to use their reading, writing, and other academic 
skills. There are several ways for students to demonstrate 
their learning with projects that can be shared in their class-
room, with their school community, or even with an online 
community of educators, all with the goal of teaching and 
sharing about wild animals.
By learning about the amazing animals that populate the 
Earth and how they contribute to life on Earth, and by 
understanding that we, as humans, are part of this stunning 
diversity, children can be inspired to view animals with 
wonder, respect, and empathy. By learning about how they 
can make real changes to fight wildlife trade, children can 
be empowered to take an active role  
in keeping wild animals wild and protecting them from the 
trade.

What Is Wildlife Trade?
Commercial wildlife trade is the buying and selling 
of wild animals or their parts to make money . Wild 
animals are being killed at an alarming rate for 
use by humans, with their parts being made into 
trinkets, potions, and fashion items . Elephants are 
being killed for their ivory . Tiger bones are ground 
for use in tonics, wines, and even shampoos . 
Endangered sea turtle shells are turned into hair 
combs . Exotic birds die after being smuggled in 
tiny mailing tubes . Lion and cheetah cubs are taken 
from the wild to become people’s pets, diminishing 
the chances that wild populations will survive .

Why do people want to buy wild animals and wild 
animal products? Sadly, many believe that owning 
an exotic pet or something made from ivory gives 
them a special status . Some believe that wild 
animals have special healing properties . Some are 
misinformed . 

Wildlife trade involves millions and millions of 
people, animals, and dollars around the world . It 
harms wild animals and ecosystems and endangers 
people’s health and safety . 
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Unit Goals
Keep Wild Animals Wild has three units of instruction 
tailored to specific ages and developmental stages. The 
Ages 5–7 unit focuses on developing an understanding 
of the difference between wild animals and those that are 
not wild. Students also explore how people can appreciate 
wildlife respectfully. The Ages 8–10 unit introduces the 
issue of wildlife trade and focuses on how students as 
consumers can make a difference for wild animals. The 
Ages 11–14 unit delves deeper into the subject of wildlife 
trade, exploring both the global nature of the problem 
and how it is relevant to students and their communities. 

Each of the three units has been developed to address 
essential questions about wild animals and wildlife trade. 
By the end of the lessons, students will be able to knowl-
edgeably respond to the essential questions for their unit:

Program Objectives
The lessons in Keep Wild Animals Wild meet learning 
objectives in social studies, language arts, and science. 
Among other program goals, students will apply social 
studies and life science concepts, practice critical reading 
comprehension strategies, write informational and opin-
ion pieces, and engage in role-play activities to explore 
concepts related to wild animals and wildlife trade. 

The lessons in this program also meet IFAW’s expected 
cognitive and affective learning outcomes for the Animal 
Action Education program. 

To reach the expected cognitive outcomes, students will 

•	 learn key characteristics of specific animals, 
•	understand physical, social, and behavioral needs of 

specific animals, and 
•	distinguish between harmful and helpful human 

behaviors toward animals. 

To reach the expected affective outcomes, students will be 
provided with opportunities to

•	build their curiosity about animals, 
•	 reduce negative perceptions about animals, 
•	express empathy toward animals, 
•	demonstrate the willingness to treat animals with 

respect, and 
•	demonstrate the willingness to take responsibility for 

the welfare and conservation of animals.

Ages 8–10 Unit 

Think Twice Before You Buy
•	 Why do people trade in wildlife?
•	 How do our choices as consumers affect animals?

Ages 11–14 Unit 

Break the Wildlife Trade Chain
•	 What factors drive wildlife trade?
•	 How is stopping wildlife trade relevant to me?

Keep Wild Animals 
Wild

Ages 5–7 Unit 

Wonderfully Wild!
•	 What does it mean to be wild?
•	 How do we live respectfully alongside wildlife?



6Animal Action Education Keep Wild Animals Wild: Program Overview

Level of Instruction Technology Program Overview

Ages 5–7

Student Magazine Lessons

Wonderfully Wild!

Video: Chapter 1

Ages 8–10

Student Magazine Lessons

Think Twice 
Before You Buy

Video: Chapters 1 and 
2

Ages 11–14

Student Magazine Lessons

Break the Wildlife 
Trade Chain

Full Video: Chapters 
1–3

Program Components
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How to Use the Components

Pre-Assess 
Students

View the Video

Read and 
Respond to the 

Articles

Do Culminating 
Projects

Do Culminating 
Projects

Take Action

Give Feedback Introduce the 
Magazine

Introduce the 
Unit

Keep  
Wild Animals 

Wild
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How to Use the Components 
(continued)

Each unit of instruction of Keep Wild Animals Wild con-
sists of the Student Magazine, video, and lessons. Lessons 
provide discussion questions and both core and extension 
activities. The lessons have been designed to be flexible, 
so you can teach them according to your schedule and 
instructional needs. Some activities can be completed 
within a short instructional period and some may be con-
ducted over several days. The lessons span different disci-
plines and meet a variety of student learning styles. 
In addition, there are online interactive activities for 
students provided at www.ifaw.org/keep-wild-animals-wild. 
Students may use the online activities to further apply 
their learning from the Keep Wild Animals Wild program. 
There is also an online community that allows teachers to 
initiate interaction with other classrooms engaging in this 
program.
Depending on the lessons and activities you choose, you 
may teach two or three lessons as stand-alone activities or 
the program may be taught as one full unit. Here is one 
possible approach to teaching the program:
1. Ground Rules Activity Introducing the relationships 

between people and wildlife and, for older students, 
teaching about wildlife trade may bring up sensitive 
issues for many students. The ground rules activity on 
page 11 of this guide demonstrates to students how to 
have respectful discussions even when people do not 
agree with one another.

2. Pre-Assess Before students begin the unit, use the 
assessment tools in this guide to accurately gauge 
students’ understanding of wildlife concepts and 
attitudes: 
•	Ages 5–7 (younger), pages 13–14 
•	Ages 5–7 (older), page 15

•	Ages 8–10, page 16 
•	Ages 11–14, page 17
Results may be compared with a post-assessment at 
the end of the unit. An Answer Key for Pre-/Post-
Assessments is provided on page 18.

3. Introduce Unit In Lesson 1, students ages 5 to 7 will 
begin to define animals as either “wild” or “not wild.” 
Students in the older two levels (Ages 8–10 and Ages 
11–14 units) will discuss their knowledge about wild-
life and wildlife trade and the essential questions for 
the unit. 

4. Video Viewing Lesson 2 is based on the video Keep 
Wild Animals Wild, which has been produced in three 
chapters to provide content that is appropriate for 
each instructional level. Chapter 1, which taps into 
students’ prior knowledge and builds background 
knowledge about wild animals, is appropriate for all 
levels. Chapter 2 introduces students to the concept 
of wildlife trade and is appropriate for students ages 
8 to10 and ages 11 to 14. Chapter 3 explores these 
issues more deeply and is appropriate for students 
ages 11 to 14. Opportunities to revisit the video to 
further discuss key concepts are provided in selected 
lessons.

5. Reading the Magazine Beginning with Lesson 3, 
students are given the Student Magazine to preview 
and discuss the table of contents. The lessons then 
guide students to read and respond to each individual 
article. Core activities reinforce the concepts learned 
from the magazine article and discussion. Extension 
activities provide additional opportunities for stu-
dents to explore and apply their new knowledge.

6. Culminating Projects and Taking Action In the last 
lesson of the unit, students will create a culminat-
ing project. These projects are open-ended and can 
be as big or as small as time and resources allow. 
Classrooms are encouraged to share their projects 
with their school community or IFAW’s online  
community for educators.

7. Tell Us What You Think There are several ways for you 
to give IFAW your feedback about this program. 
Visit www.ifaw.org/keep-wild-animals-wild for more 
information.
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Teaching about Sensitive Issues
Introducing the relationships between people and wildlife 
and, for older students, teaching about wildlife trade may 
bring up sensitive issues for many students. For older 
students in particular, this program includes a discussion 
of how people exploit, harm, and kill animals. Students 
may also have to face the reality of their role in wildlife 
trade if they or their families have purchased wildlife 
products or keep wild animals as pets. While not covered 
in these materials, some classrooms have wild animals as 
pets, which may be a topic that you want to spend some 
time researching and discussing with your students.  
When teaching sensitive topics such as wildlife trade in 
the classroom, it is important to establish a supportive 
environment and tone. Consider adopting these steps 
before and during your teaching of the unit.
1.  Learn about the topic. Before introducing the topic 

to students, learn as much as you can about wildlife 
trade. Read the Program Overview, the Student 
Magazine, the lessons, and online resources, and reflect 
on what differentiation you may need to consider 
for your classroom. By learning about the topic 
beforehand, you will be prepared for difficult questions 
your students may ask. 

2.  Create a supportive and respectful tone during 
discussions. The ground rules activity on page 11 
of this guide demonstrates to students how to have 
respectful discussions even when people do not agree 
with one another. Students need to feel safe asking any 
question or expressing any opinion about the topic 
without fear of judgement by the teacher or other 
students. During discussions, remind students that 
when they do not agree with something they read or 
hear, to think of it as the beginning of a discussion that 
everyone will benefit from. Reinforce that it’s okay for 
them to have different opinions than their friends.

 It is important to be responsive to any situations  
that disrupt the supportive tone of the classroom. 
Address these situations by pausing the discussion  
and reminding students of strategies for maintaining  
a positive, respectful learning environment.

3.  Learn about your students’ connection to the topic. 
Have older students (ages 8 to 10 and 11 to 14) 
complete the “Pets at Home Survey” (page 12) before 
you begin teaching the unit. The survey will provide 
you with important background information about 
the students’ experiences with pets and whether they 
have kept or do keep wild animals as pets. You can use 
this information to determine how to make lessons 
and discussions more relevant to students and how to 
be sensitive to their beliefs about or experiences with  
wild animals. 
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Connect and Share Ideas
One of the best ways for students to help keep wild 
animals wild and protect them from wildlife trade is to 
teach others about it. There are several opportunities 
for classrooms to share their learning and the projects 
they created during the unit. The final lesson in each 
unit offers suggestions for how to share projects in the 
classroom, in school, and through an online community 
for educators.

Online Community for Educators
IFAW’s online education community connects teachers 
and classrooms from around the world. Teachers may 
share ideas, student work, and responses to the program’s 
essential questions. Go to www.ifaw.org/aaeconnect to 
find out how to engage with the community.

Animal Action Art and Writing Contest
Every year, IFAW encourages creative expression about 
animals through art and writing contests around the 
world. This is more than just a contest: artistic expression 
has been shown to be closely linked to academic 
achievement, social and emotional development, and 
civic engagement. Lessons in each unit of Keep Wild 
Animals Wild provide additional opportunities for 
students to create many different forms of art that they 
may also submit to the contest. Visit  
www.ifaw.org/animal-action-contest to download entry 
forms and view a slide-show of winning works in your 
region.
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Problem-Solve Together
1. Next, engage students in a problem-solving 

discussion. Choose the most appropriate question for 
your students from the list below, and ask students to 
think about their answers to the question.
•	What is the best way to celebrate a birthday? 
•	What is the best way to make a new student feel 

welcome in the class? 
•	What is the best way to study for a difficult test?

2. Have students share their ideas and write them on 
the board. Then ask students, When thinking about 
the best way to [celebrate a birthday, make a student 
feel welcome, study for a test], is it helpful to hear others’ 
opinions? 

3. Guide students to understand that when trying to 
solve a problem, or think of a best way to do things, 
it is helpful to hear what everyone is thinking in 
order to find the best solution.

4. Ask the class: What rules should we all agree to when 
having a class discussion? Write their answers on the 
board, making a list that everyone can agree on. The 
list may include:
•	Listen to the person talking.
•	Be respectful when disagreeing with someone.
•	Wait your turn to speak.

5. Display the list in the classroom and refer to it while 
teaching Keep Wild Animals Wild.

Activity:  
Creating Ground Rules for Discussion

Overview
Many teachers and students like to develop ground rules 
within their classrooms to promote positive listening and 
respect for different points of view. The following activity 
will help students understand that their classmates will 
not agree on all issues and that there are ways to discuss 
disagreements respectfully.

Who Likes Pickles?
1. Ask students how they feel about eating pickles  

(or some other strong-tasting food). Younger students 
can draw a face that illustrates their reaction to eating 
a pickle. Older students can write three words or  
full sentences to describe how they feel about  
eating pickles. 

 Some younger students will draw a disgusted face, and 
others will draw a happy face. Some older students will 
write words or sentences expressing that pickles are 
delicious. Others will state that they are unpleasant  
to eat.

2. Ask a group of students who like pickles to argue why 
the other students should also like pickles. Have the 
students who do not like pickles do the same.

3. After each group has presented their arguments, 
discuss that people will not always agree with each 
other, and that is okay. Explain that people can have 
different opinions and still act respectfully toward 
each other, and that we are not always able to change 
another person’s opinion.
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1.  What pets do you have at home?

  

  

  

2.  What pets have you had in the past?

  

  

  

3.  What important moments have you had with a wild animal?

  

  

  

4.  Do you think any of your pets are wild animals? If so, which pets? Why?

  

  

  

  

  

  

Pets at Home Survey 
Name: ______________________________________________________  Date: _________________________
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Pre-/Post-Assessment Teacher Page Ages 5–7 Unit: Younger Students

Directions: Provide each student with a copy of the  
Pre-/Post-Assessment worksheet on the following page.  
You will need to guide students in completing the 
assessment worksheet using the script below. 

Say: Write your name on the line at the top of the page. 

[Note: you will need to add a date to the assessment since 
students most likely won’t be able to.]

Say: I’m going to ask you a few questions to see what you 
know about wild animals. I will tell you how to answer each 
question. Listen carefully and then follow my instructions.

Question 1
Say: Put your finger on the number one. Look at the pictures 
of the animals. Let’s name them: gorilla, cat, dog, pigeon. Now 
I want you to draw a circle around the pictures that show wild 
animals.

Question 2
Say: Put your finger on the number two. Think about what an 
animal needs to live. Draw a picture of an animal and show 
the things the animal needs.

Question 3
Say: I am going to read some sentences. If you agree with the 
sentence, you will circle yes. If you disagree with the sentence, 
you will circle no. 

•	Put your finger on the circle. Listen to this sentence:  
Wild animals need me to care for them. Circle yes or no.

•	Put your finger on the square. Listen to this sentence: 
Wild animals and pets have the same needs. Circle yes  
or no.

•	Put your finger on the triangle. Listen to this sentence: 
Feeding wild animals can be harmful. Circle yes or no.

•	Put your finger on the star. Listen to this sentence:  
Wild animals are afraid of people. Circle yes or no.

•	Put your finger on the diamond. Listen to this sentence: 
It’s okay for me to touch wild animals if I am careful. 
Circle yes or no.

•	Put your finger on the heart. Listen to this sentence:  
Lion cubs and kittens are exactly alike. Circle yes or no.
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1.

2.

3.
 Yes   No

 Yes   No

p Yes   No

 Yes   No

 Yes   No

Yes   No

Name: ______________________________________________________  Date: _________________________

Ages 5–7 Unit: Younger Students
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1.  Circle all the wild animals.

a)  lion c)  horse e)  dog

b)  squirrel d)  lizard f)  parrot

2. Circle the answer that tells what wild animals do NOT need.

a)  food and water c)  people to take care of them

b)  space to walk, fly, or swim d)  a place to live

3. What is the difference between a wild animal and an animal that is not wild? 

  

  

4. Should wild animals be kept wild? Write what you think.

  

  

Directions: Read each sentence. Circle yes if you agree with the sentence and no if you disagree. 

1.  Wild animals need me to care for them.   Yes No

2.  Wild animals and pets have the same needs.   Yes No

3.  Feeding wild animals can be harmful.    Yes No

4.  Wild animals are afraid of people.    Yes No

5.  It’s okay for me to touch wild animals if I am careful. Yes No

6.  Lion cubs and kittens are exactly alike.   Yes No

Ages 5–7 Unit: Older Students

Name: ______________________________________________________  Date: _________________________
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Directions: Read each question. Circle the best answer.

1.  Which definition best describes wildlife trade?

a) the use of natural resources and the effect on wildlife

b) the care and protection of wildlife around the world

c) the sale or exchange of wild animals or parts of wild animals

d) the trading of animals between farms

2.  What is an example of how a person contributes to wildlife trade?

a) adopting a cat from a shelter

b) buying a tiger skin rug

c) selling a painting of a tiger

d) giving your neighbor a puppy from your dog’s litter

3.  How does wildlife trade affect elephants?

a) The number of elephants is declining because people are buying ivory.

b) Their habitats have been greatly reduced because traders have moved in.

c) Elephants are not in danger because they are used as working animals.

d) The number of elephants is increasing because people want to buy elephant products.

4.  Circle all the animals you think would make good pets.

lion snake cat

puppy hedgehog lizard

5.  Should wild animals be kept wild? Write what you think.

  

  

6.  How can you keep wild animals wild?

  

  

  

Ages 8–10 Unit

Name: ______________________________________________________  Date: _________________________
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Directions: Read each question. Then circle the best answer to the question.

1.  Which definition best describes wildlife trade?

a) the overuse of natural resources and its effect on wildlife

b) the care and protection of wildlife around the world

c) the sale or exchange of wild animals

d) the trading of animals between farms

2.  Which of the following statements is true?

a) Hunters can take the tusks of an elephant without harming the animal.

b) Wild animals are hurt by wildlife trade whether it is legal or illegal.

c) Wildlife trade is only a problem for countries that have elephant populations.

d) Some wild animals can be good pets if they are tamed.

3.  How is wildlife trade affecting rhinoceroses?

a) Their populations are declining due to the demand for rhino horn products.

b) Their habitats have been greatly reduced by traders moving in.

c) Many rhinoceroses are in danger due to their popularity as an exotic pet.

d) Their populations are increasing due to the demand for rhino horn products.

4.  What are some effects of wildlife trade on wild animals?

  

  

5.  Why do people participate in wildlife trade?

  

  

6.  What actions can you take to help protect animals from wildlife trade?

  

  

  

Name: ______________________________________________________  Date: _________________________

Ages 11–14 Unit
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Pre-/Post-Assessments Answer Key

Ages 5–7 Unit: Younger Students

Ages 8–10 Unit

Ages 5–7 Unit: Older Students

Ages 11–14 Unit

All Units


