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Dear Teacher:
Elephants hold a special place in the animal 

kingdom—and in the hearts of children. They 

are a pivotal species in their ecosystems in 

Africa and Asia, and that makes the challenge 

of protecting them even more important.  

IFAW (International Fund for Animal Welfare)

is delighted to introduce these new print and 

digital science resources to help your K-2 

students learn about these gentle giants. 

Program Components
•	  

•	Classroom Poster

•	  Activity Masters 

At IFaW.org/big-trunks-tiny-tales you can find:

•	

s

•	

•	Nine Activity Masters 

These new resources are being launched as part of Animal 
Action Week (October 1-7), an annual international 
education and youth outreach event that reaches more than 
five million children worldwide. 

Your students can participate in a nationwide art contest! 
Check IFaW.org/art-contest for details on this year’s 
contest. An entry form is included with this packet.

The send-home letter to parents at the end of this guide 
lets them know about the valuable lessons in humane 
education, conservation, reading and science their children 
are learning. It also enlists their help in saving elephants by 

Teacher Tips
taking a pledge. Return the signed 
family pledges to IFaW and receive 
elephant campaign pins for your entire class! Send pledges 
to: Christine Jones, IFAW Animal Action Team,  
290 Summer Street, Yarmouth Port, MA 02675

Using the Program
Before displaying the poster in the classroom you will want to 
make a copy of these Teacher Tips pages (And why not make 
a few copies to share with colleagues?).  You can copy the 
reproducible activities and send-home parent letter from this 
kit or download them from IFaW.org/big-trunks-tiny-tales.

Online you’ll find a complete 4-page teacher’s guide to 
using the program. We suggest you print this guide before 
teaching with the video, magazine and activity masters. It has 
vocabulary, discussion questions and activities related to the 
materials. 

We suggest that you discuss the poster with your students, 
then watch portions of the video, and then read sections of 
the magazine. You may want to do this over a period of days. 

It’s a good idea to preview the video Elephants, Never Forget 
(IFaW.org/big-trunks-tiny-tales.) You may want to note the 
running time that various sections of the video appear and 
play selected portions of the video to introduce each section 
of the magazine with students.  NOTE: Not all sections of 
the video may be appropriate for the youngest students.

Teaching with the Poster
Direct students’ attention to the poster. Ask what they think 
the poster is about. What is the animal in the biggest section 
of the poster? (A baby elephant)

Ask students to share what they know about elephants.  
Summarize for students any responses that are correct: they 
are very big; they have trunks; they have big ears. Some have 
tusks. They live in Africa and Asia.

Discuss the images on the poster and read the captions to 
the students or have volunteers stand by the poster and read 
captions to the class. Point to the image of the balance scale. Ask 
students if they can tell you what it is. Explain that it shows that 
seven children and a dog are about the same weight as a baby 
elephant, because the two “pans” holding the students and the 
elephant are at the same level—one is not higher than the other. 
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Point to the three gallon bottles of milk. Explain that it 
shows how much milk a baby elephant needs to drink each 
day. Ask students if they think baby elephants’ milk comes 
from a store. Explain that instead, baby elephants get milk by 
nursing from their mothers. 

Discuss the remaining images and captions to make sure 
students understand the content.

Teaching with the Student Magazine
At your convenience and schedule, move on to viewing 
clips from the video and working with the online magazine 
and activity masters.  A selection of the activity masters are 
printed on the back of this poster guide, but the masters that 
are directly related to assessing student’s understanding of the 
content are found at IFaW.org/big-trunks-tiny-tales.

Extension Activities
I dreamed I Was an Elephant Ask kids to imagine a day 
in the life of a baby elephant—and dictate or write a story 
about it from the animal’s point of view.  The reproducible 
Activity Master Elephant Story offers an engaging template 
students can use. 

My Big Baby Your students can draw a picture and choose 
a name for “their” baby elephant with the Activity Master, 
Baby Elephant, in this guide. 

art for animals! Are there some artists in your classroom? 
Don’t forget to encourage them to enter the Animal Action 
Art Contest. Use the Contest Entry Form in this poster guide. 
Full details at IFaW.org/art-contest.

Just for Fun Two of the Activity Masters in this guide, Jumbo 
Jumble and Elephant Face, are pure fun! Why not distribute 
copies for students to take home with the parents’ letter to 
enjoy with family at home? 

Curriculum Standards*
Science/Life Sciences
Standard 4. Understands the principles of heredity and 
related concepts

1. Knows that plants and animals closely resemble their 
parents

2. Knows that differences exist among individuals of the 
same kind of plant or animal

Standard 6. Understands relationships among organisms and 
their physical environment

1. Knows that plants and animals need certain resources 
for energy and growth (e.g., food, water, light, air)

Language Arts/Reading
Key Ideas and details 
•	Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
•	 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.
•	Describe the connection between two individuals, events, 

ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

Craft and Structure
•	Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the 

meaning of words and phrases in a text.
•	Distinguish between information provided by pictures or 

other illustrations and information provided by the words 
in a text.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas.

Note: These are standards for First Grade. Kindergarten students will require 
support to meet these standards, and Second grade students should be able to meet 
somewhat more complex requirements.  

*  Reading Standards from the Common Core State Standards. Science/Life Science 
standards from the National Science Education Standards.

IFAW would like your advice! How did you use the materials? 
How well did they work with your class? Do you have 
suggestions? Please go to IFAW.org/big-trunks-tiny-tales to fill 
out a short questionnaire. To thank you, we will send you animal-
themed gifts for your class and a calendar featuring original 
artwork from children around the world (while supplies last). 

Snap here for free 
IFAW resources.

Teacher Tips



Your child’s class has been learning about 
elephants and their importance from a fact-
filled digital magazine, Big Trunks, Tiny Tales. 
The magazine was created by the International 
Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW), a non-
profit international organization that protects 
animals around the world, from cats and dogs to 
elephants, whales, tigers, bears and many other 
wildlife species. 

From Big Trunks, Tiny Tales, your child is learning 
just how amazing elephants are: They are very 
protective of their young. They are smart—
elephants work together and communicate with 
each other.

These animals are mighty creatures. But their 
future is uncertain. The population of elephants in 
Africa has declined by 50 percent over the last 40 
years. One major reason elephants are struggling 

to survive is that they are being killed for their 
ivory tusks. IFAW is working to end the slaughter 
of these gentle giants and to find sustainable 
ways for people to better protect and share 
habitat with their elephant neighbors. 

We hope you and your child will sign the pledge 
on this page and return it to your child’s teacher 
for submission to IFAW. The petitions will be 
presented to international decision-makers 
and the students will receive special elephant 
campaign pins. By refusing to buy any ivory 
products and encouraging world leaders to 
uphold and enforce the ban on ivory trade, you 
and your children can have a meaningful role in 
protecting this beloved species.

On behalf of all animals big and small who need 
our protection, thank you!

Parents, 
DeAR
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“ In the past century, the number of elephants in the 
wild has declined by 50%. Their disappearance could 
devastate ecosystems and have a lasting impact on 
the biodiversity of our planet. I hope this program 
will inspire you to help protect elephants worldwide.”

— Leonardo DiCaprio, Actor & Activist

You can help make sure that elephants don’t become just a memory. Join the Herd! 

Sign the petition to receive your elephant campaign ribbons and help translate talk into 
action for elephants worldwide! 

I, ______________________________________________________ and my family pledge to 

help protect elephants by saying “NO!” to buying any products made from ivory. We 
call on world leaders to do all they can to enforce the ban on ivory trade. 

Parent/Guardian Full Name__________________________________________________________________________________

Signature __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________________ City _____________________________

State _____ Zip  Code__________ Email____________________________________ Phone_____________________________ 

   YES! Please send me more information on IFAW’s work to protect animals around the globe.  

I’d like to receive information by:  e-mail  mail

(child’s first name)

✁






